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For details of matches involving Australia, refer to my compilation titled 


Australia's International Association Football Results 2010 - 2019 


For the sake of brevity the A-League matches played in Australia by New Zealand teams 
(2010 to 2019 Wellington Phoenix) have not been included in this compiliation. 


Full Internationals shown as BOLD 


Tournament 


Adelaide 


Adelaide United 


Pohang Steelers 


AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Melbourne 
Adelaide 


Melbourne Victory 
Adelaide United 


Seongnam IIhwa Chunma 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 


AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Melbourne 
Melbourne 


Melbourne Victory 
Melbourne Victory 


Kawasaki Frontale 
Beijing Guoan 


AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Adelaide 
Adelaide 


Adelaide United 
Adelaide United 


Shandong Luneng 
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors 


AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Round of 16 


Sydney 
Melbourne 
Melbourne 
Brisbane 


Sydney FC 
Melbourne Heart 
Melbourne Victory 
Brisbane Roar 


Everton 
Everton 
Club Atlético Boca Juniors 
Everton 


Sydney 


Sydney FC 


AEK Athens 


Sydney Festival of Football 


Sydney 
Sydney 
Sydney 


Rangers 
AEK Athens 
Sydney FC 


Blackburn Rovers 
Blackburn Rovers 
Rangers 


Sydney Festival of Football 
Sydney Festival of Football 
Sydney Festival of Football 


Sydney 


AEK Athens 


Rangers 


Sydney Festival of Football 


Sydney 


Melbourne 


Sydney FC 


Melbourne Victory 


Blackburn Rovers 


Suwon Samsung Bluewings 
Jeju United 


Sydney Festival of Football 


Tournament 


AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Sydney 


Shanghai Shenhua 


AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Sydney 
Melbourne 
Melbourne 


Melbourne Victory 
Melbourne Victory 


Kashima Antlers 
Tianjin TEDA 
Gamba Osaka 


AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Sydney 


Central Coast Mariners 


Celtic 


Perth 
Melbourne 


Perth Glory 
Melbourne Victory 


Celtic 
Celtic 


Tournament 


Adelaide 


Adelaide United 


Persipura Jaya 


AFC Champions League, Qualifying play-off, East 
Zone 


Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Adelaide 


Brisbane Roar 
Adelaide United 
Brisbane Roar 
Adelaide United 
Adelaide United 


FC Tokyo 
Gamba Osaka 
Ulsan Hyundai 
Pohang Steelers 
Bunyodkor 


AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Brisbane 


Brisbane Roar 


Beijing Guoan 


AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Adelaide 


Adelaide United 


Nagoya Grampus 


AFC Champions League, Round of 16 


Adelaide 


Adelaide United 


Bunyodkor 


AFC Champions League, Quarter Final, 1st. Leg 


Central Coast Mariners FC Suwon Samsung Bluewings AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Gosford Central Coast Mariners FC Guizhou Renhe AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Gosford Central Coast Mariners FC Kashiwa Reysol AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Gosford Central Coast Mariners FC Guangzhou Evergrande AFC Champions League, Round of 16, 1st. Leg 
Sydney A-League All Stars Manchester United 
Melbourne Melbourne Victory Liverpool 


AFC Champions League, Qualifying Round 3, East 
Geelong Melbourne Victory Muangthong United Zone 

Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers Ulsan Hyuandai AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Gosford Central Coast Mariners Sanfrecce Hiroshima AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 
Melbourne Melbourne Victory Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
Melbourne Melbourne Victory Yokohama F. Marinos AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers Kawasaki Frontale AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Gosford Central Coast Mariners Beijing Guoan AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 
Melbourne Melbourne Victory Guangzhou Evergrande AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
Gosford Central Coast Mariners FC Seoul AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 
Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers Guizhou Renhe AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, East Zone, 

Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers Sanfrecce Hiroshima Round of 16, 2nd. Leg 

Sydney A-League All Stars Juventus FC 


AFC Champions League, East Zone, 
Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers Guangzhou Evergrande Quarter-final, 1st. Leg 

AFC Champions League, East Zone, 
Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers FC Seoul Semi-final, 2nd. Leg 

Parramatta Western Sydney Wanderers Al-Hilal Saudi FC - AFC Champions League, Final, 1st. Leg 


Tournament 


Canberra 


Oman 


Korea Republic 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 


Sydney 


Uzbekistan 


People's Democratic Republic of 
Korea 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group B 


Brisbane 
Canberra 


Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
United Arab Emirates 


People's Republic of China 
Qatar 


s - 1st. Round, Group B 
s - 1st. Round, Group C 


Melbourne 
Newcastle 


Iran 
Japan 


Bahrain 
Palestine 


s - 1st. Round, Group C 
s - 1st. Round, Group D 


Brisbane 
Canberra 


Jordan 
Kuwait 


Iraq 
Korea Republic 


s - 1st. Round, Group D 
s - 1st. Round, Group A 


Melbourne 
Canberra 
Sydney 


People's Democratic Republic of 
Korea 

Bahrain 

Qatar 


Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
United Arab Emirates 


Is - 1st. Round, Group B 
s - 1st. Round, Group C 
s - 1st. Round, Group C 


Melbourne 


Palestine 


s - 1st. Round, Group D 


Brisbane 
Newcastle 


Canberra 


Iraq 
Oman 


People's Republic of China 


People's Democratic Republic of 
Korea 


s - 1st. Round, Group D 
s - 1st. Round, Group A 


Is - 1st. Round, Group B 


Melbourne 
Brisbane 
Sydney 


Uzbekistan 


Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
United Arab Emirates 
Bahrain 


s - 1st. Round, Group B 
s - 1st. Round, Group C 
s - 1st. Round, Group C 


Canberra 


Palestine 


s - 1st. Round, Group D 


Melbourne 
Melbourne 


Canberra 


Korea Republic 


Iran 


Jordan 
Uzbekistan 


Iraq 


aet 
Iraq won 
6-7 penalties 


s - 1st. Round, Group D 
s - Quarter Final 


s - Quarter Final 


Sydney 
Sydney 


Japan 
Korea Republic 


United Arab Emirates 
lraq 


UAE won 
4-5 penalties 


s - Quarter Final 
s - Semi-Final 


Newcastle 


Iraq 


United Arab Emirates 


s - 3rd. Place Play-off 


Gol 


id Coast 


Parramatta 


Gol 


id Coast 


Parramatta 
Parramatta 


Brisbane Roar 
Western Sydney Wanderers 
Brisbane Roar 
Western Sydney Wanderers 
Western Sydney Wanderers 


Beijing Guoan 

Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao FC 
Suwon Samsung Bluewings 

FC Seoul 

Kashima Antlers 


AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Gol 


id Coast 


Brisbane Roar 


Urawa Red Diamonds 


AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 


Sydney 


Sydney FC 


Chelsea FC 


Gol 


id Coast 


Adelaide United 


Manchester City 


Brisbane 


Gol 


id Coast 


Melbourne 
Adelaide 


Brisbane Roar 
Melbourne City 


Real Madrid CF 
Adelaide United 


Liverpool 
Manchester City 


AS Roma 
Liverpool 


AS Roma won 
6-7 penalties 


2015 International Champions Cup 


Melbourne 


chester City 


AS Roma 


Manchester City 
won 
5-4 penalties 


2015 International Champions Cup 


Melbourne 


Madrid CF 


Manchester City 


2015 International Champions Cup 


Adelaide 
Melbourne 
Sydney 
Melbourne 
Sydney 
Sydney 
Melbourne 
Melbourne 
Sydney 


Melbourne 
Melbourne 
Melbourne 


Adelaide United 
Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC 
Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC 
Sydney FC 
Melbourne Victory 
Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC 


Melbourne Victory 
Tottenham Hotspur FC 
Tottenham Hotspur FC 


Shandong Luneng Taishan 
Shanghai SIPG 

Guangzhou Evergrande 
Suwon Samsung Bluewings 
Pohang Steelers 

Urawa Red Diamonds 
Gamba Osaka 

Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors 
Shandong Luneng Taishan 


Juventus FC 
Juventus FC 
Club Atlético de Madrid FC 


Melbourne Victory 
won 
4-3 penalties 


AFC Champions League, Play-off Round, East 
Zone 

AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
AFC Champions League, Round of 16, East Zone 
AFC Champions League, Round of 16, East Zone 


2016 International Champions Cup 
2016 International Champions Cup 
2016 International Champions Cup 


Geelong 


Melbourne Victory 


Club Atlético de Madrid FC 


Tournament 


Brisbane 


Brisbane Roar 


Global FC 


AFC Champions League, East Region, Preliminary 
Round 2 


Brisbane 


Sydney 


Brisbane Roar 


Western Sydney Wanderers 


Muangthong United 


Urawa Red Diamonds 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group E 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group F 


Adelaide 


Adelaide 


Adelaide United 


Adelaide United 


Gamba Osaka 


Jeju United 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group H 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group H 


Sydney 


Western Sydney Wanderers 


FC Seoul 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group F 


Brisbane 


Adelaide 


Brisbane 


Brisbane Roar 


Adelaide United 


Brisbane Roar 


Kashima Antlers 
Jiangsu Suning 


Ulsan Hyundai 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group E 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group H 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group E 


Sydney 


Western Sydney Wanderers 


Shanghai SIPG 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group F 


Melbourne 
Sydney 
Sydney 


Argentina 
Sydney FC 
Western Sydney Wanderers 


Brazil 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 


Brisbane 
Melbourne 
Sydney 
Sydney 
Melbourne 
Sydney 
Melbourne 
Perth 


Brisbane Roar 
Melbourne Victory 


Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC 
Melbourne Victory 
Perth Glory 


Ceres-Negros FC 
Ulsan Hyundai 


Siwon Samsung Bluewings 


Kashima Antlers 
Kawasaki Frontale 
Shanghai Shenhua 
Shanghai SIPG 


Tournament 


AFC Champions League, East Region, Preliminary 
Round 2 

AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group F 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group F 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group F 


Tournament 


Newcastle 


Newcastle Jets 


Persija Jakarta 


AFC Champions League, East Region, Preliminary 
Round 2 


Melbourne 
Sydney 


Sydney 


Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC 


Sydney FC 


Daegu FC 
Ulsan Hyundai 


Shanghai SIPG 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group F 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group H 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group H 


Melbourne 


Sydney 


Melbourne Victory 


Sydney FC 


Guangzhou Evergrande 


Kawasaki Frontale 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group F 
AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group H 


Melbourne 
Perth 
Perth 


Melbourne Victory 
Perth Glory 
Leeds United 


Sanfreece Hiroshima 
Manchester United 
Manchester United 


AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East 
Region, Group F 


Sydney 


Western Sydney Wanderers 


Leeds United 


2010 


2010 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
24th. February 2010, 19.30 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia Good 22.4C 8374 
Adelaide United..1 v. Pohang Steelers (Korea Republic)..0 
half time, Adelaide United..1 v. Pohang Steelers..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution i Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


GK Eugene Galekovié GK Shin Hwa-Yong 

DF Scott Jamieson DF Kim Kwang-Suk 

DF Robert Cornthwaite DF Kim Hyung-I1 

DF lain Fyfe DF Hwang Jae-Won 

DF Michael Marrone MF Kim Tae-Su 

MF Lucas Pantelis MF Kim Jae-Sung 

MF Marcos Flores MF Shin Hyung-Min 

DF Daniel Mullen MF Park Hee-Chul 

MF Travis Dodd FW No Byung-Jun 

FW Sergio van Dijk FW __|Alexandro da Silva Batista 
FW Mathew Leckie 10 FW ___|Jodo da Mota Neto 
SUBSTITUTES 
DF Adam Griffiths 8 MF Hwang Jin-Sung 63 

MF Fabian Barbiero 23 FW Yoo Chang-Hyun 71 

MF Adam Hughes 18 MF Almir Lopes de Luna 82 
a a [ee a a ee (a ey 


Team Coach Joseph Mullen Team Coach Waldemar Lemos de Oliveira 
Team Manager Joseph Peremiczko Team Manager Shin Joohyun 

Referee Mohsen Basma (Syria) 
[Assistant Referee 1 | Tamam Hamdoun (Syria) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammed Al Nahlawy (Syria) 


match report from theroar.com.au 

Adelaide United made an auspicious start to their 2010 AFC Champions League campaign after seeing off defending champion Pohang Steelers 1-0 at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Teenage striker Matthew Leckie pressured Pohang defender Hee Chul to stab the ball past his own goalkeeper in first-half injury time after breaking from the halfway line following a Pohang corner. 

But the rising 19-year-old Adelaide star was credited with the crucial goal by match officials, the ball possibly having deflected off him last. 

Despite finishing bottom of the A-League this season, United surprisingly fended off one of the tournament favourites. 

The vital goal came out of nowhere with Leckie surrounded by defenders but managing to beat three of them before Hee Chul intercepted only to force the ball into his own net to thrill most of the 8374 fans. 
Adelaide surprisingly had big-name signings Adam Griffiths and Nigel Boogaard as substitutes against the South Koreans but used short-term striker Sergio Van Dijk as their lone frontman. 

But only Pohang’s rustiness in front of goal cost them the lead before half-time. 

Brazilian stars Mota and Alexandro each snatched at chances in the penalty box in the first 10 minutes after excellent lead-up work from midfielder Tae Su and right-sided striker Byung Jun, who was carving up 
Socceroo hopeful Scott Jamieson. 

Adelaide’s Argentinian midfielder Marcos Flores set up vice captain Lucas Pantelis in the 31st minute but he dragged his left foot drive across goal as Adelaide worked their way back into the game with aggression. 
Mota fired just wide from long range in the 38th minute after a neat lay off but Pohang couldn’t convert their greater possession and 19-year-old Leckie made them pay dearly with his pace and hunger. 
Adelaide grew in confidence after half-time and captain Travis Dodd weaved past two defenders in the 55th minute but had his low shot stopped by Pohang keeper Hwa Yong low to his right. 

Dodd also powered a 15-metre drive just wide of the upright in the 61st minute after a neat pass from Pantelis, but the home side did enough in the end to ensure victory. 

United also defeated Pohang twice in the group stage of the same competition two years ago to maintain a perfect record against the South Koreans. 

Stand-in Adelaide United coach Joe Mullen pinpointed Leckie’s aggressive play up front as the vital ingredient in his side’s surprising turnaround from its poor A-League season. 

“He's got raw speed and real aggression and he turns it on in important parts of the pitch, the last third,” he said. 

“So he puts defenders on the back foot.” 

Mullen, Adelaide’s youth team coach, is standing in for regular coach Aurelio Vidmar during the AFC Champions League run while Vidmar completes his elite coaching courses to be eligible to be head coach in the 
competition. 

Mullen said Adelaide had weathered the Pohang storm in the first 20 minutes before turning the tables on the champions. 

“To get that goal just before halftime was great. It was a perfect time to score and it happened through Leckie’s sheer determination,” he said. 

Pohang’s Brazilian coach Waldemar Lemos said Adelaide dined out on his team’s mistakes and won because of one crucial error. 

He also found Adelaide’s nullifying tactics and the 36 fouls committed by both teams hard to take. 

“I'm very frustrated because | don't like this type of football,” he said. 


The reverse group match was played on 13th April 2010 at the Steelyard Stadium, Pohang - score:- Pohang Steelers..0 v. Adelaide United..0 


2010.1 


2010 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
9th. March 2010, 19.30 (Etihad Stadium) 7899 


Melbourne Victory..0 v. Seongnam Iilhwa Chunma (Korea Republic)..2 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Seongnam Ilhwa Chumma..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution : Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


GK ___|Mitchell Langerak GK___|Jung Sung-Ryong 
DF __|Adrian Leijer DF Sa $a Ognenovski 41 
DF Rodrigo Vargas DF Cheon Kwang-Jin 
DF Evan Berger DF Yun Young-Sun 86 
DF Matthew Foschini DF Hong Chul 
MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward MF Mauricio Molina Uribe 
MF Leigh Broxham MF Kim Jin-Ryong 
MF Surat Sukha MF Kim Cheol-Ho 
MF Marvin Angulo Borbon MF Fabricio Souza 
FW Nikola "Nik" Mrdja MF Kim Sung-Hwan 

21 FW Robbie Kruse 10 FW Dzenan Radon¢i¢ 
26 DF __|Jang Suk-Won 
Team Coach Ernest "Ernie" Merrick Team Coach Shin Tae-Yong 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Khaled Al Allan (Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Yusuf Abdulla Qamber Al Wazeer (Bahrain) 


match report from youtube 

Sasa Ognenovski has made a triumphant return home as he scored in Seongnam Ilhwa's win against Melbourne Victory in their Asian Champions League clash tonight. 

The last time Ognenovski set foot on Melbourne's home ground was in last year's A-League Grand Final when his Adelaide United team lost 1-0 to Victory. 

But he got a measure of revenge for that heartbreak when he slid home the opening goal of a scrappy match in the 40th minuteand Yun Young Sun sealed the result with a goal in the 85th minute. 

The win puts Seongnam in a great position to progress having taken six points from two games while Melbourne, which was backing up just two days after an epic semi-final in Sydney, is pointless after two matches. 
It leaves the Australian champions with a mountain to climb with their next ACL match against Kawasaki Frontale in Japan just three days after the A-League Grand Final. 

The home side's team sheet was indicative of the hectic schedule it had already endured as it went into the match without experienced trio Kevin Muscat, Tom Pondeljak and Grant Brebner, while key attacking duo 
Archie Thompson and Carlos Hernandez started on the bench. 
It was a scrappy opening half with more action off the ball than on it.There were four bookings in the first 45 as both sides struggled with the timing of tackles. 

Seongnam had the first chance, with Mauricio Molina's angled shot saved while on 21 minutes a fierce long shot from Kim Sung Hwan went over the bar. 

Costa Rican Marvin Angulo had Melbourne's best chance of the half, latching onto some good work from Robbie Kruse and Nick Ward but hitting his shot straight at Jung Sung-Ryung. 
A few minutes later, the Seongnam keeper collided with Young-Sun with both fortunate to escape injury. 
Keeping with the nature of the game in the first half, Ognenovski's goal on 40 minutes was far from pretty.Ward gave away a free kick in a dangerous area and Molina delivered the ball into the box. 

It hit Leigh Broxham then hit the bar before rebounding out of Mitch Langerak's graspand former Queensland Roar and Adelaide defender Ognenovski was there to put the ball away. 

It was the second time in as many ACL matches that Melbourne had been breached by an Australian after Joel Griffiths had scored the only goal in Victory's 1-0 opening defeat to Beijing. 

Melbourne looked to increase its attacking options by bringing on Hernandez at half-time, but it was the visitors who looked more threatening with Molina shooting just wide early in the second half. 

After Angulo narrowly shot wide on 54 minutes, Melbourne played its ace with Thompson, who scored the goal which booked the Victory's A-League Grand Final berth 48 hours earlier, replacing Nik Mrdja. 
Molina and Angulo were looking the men most likely to score for their respective sides and in quick succession just after the hour they both had excellent chances but shot across the goal. 

Melbourne pressed hard for an equaliser, but Kruse stumbled in the box and Hernandez fired long and straight at the keeper. 

Those misses were to prove costly as Song Ho-Young won a corner and from that Young-Sun rose unmarked to nod the ball home. 

Melbourne victory 0 Seongnam Ilhwa 2 (Ognenovski 40, Young Sun 85) 

Crowd: 7899 at Docklands Stadium 


The reverse group match was played on 28th April 2010 at the Tancheon Sports Complex, Seongnam - score:- Seongnam Ilhwa Chunma..3 v. Melbourne Victory..2 


2010.2 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
24th. March 2010, 19.00 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia Cool 24C 12841 
Adelaide United..3 v. Sanfrecce Hiroshima (Japan)..2 
half time, Adelaide United..1 v. Sanfrecce Hiroshima..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


GK Eugene Galekovi¢é GK Shusaku Nishikawa 
DF Scott Jamieson DF Ilian Stoyanov 

DF Robert Cornthwaite DF Ryota Moriwaki 

DF lain Fyfe MF Koji Morisaki 

DF Michael Marrone MF Kazuyuki Morisaki 
MF Lucas Pantelis 17 MF Kota Hattori 

MF ___|Marcos Flores 35 MF ___|Koji Nakajima 

DF Daniel Mullen 16 MF Satoru Yamagishi 
MF Travis Dodd (c) 22 MF Tsubasa Yokotake 
FW Sergio van Dijk 11 FW Hisato Sato 

FW Mathew Leckie 33 Fw Masato Yamazaki 
SUBSTITUTES 
DF Cassio de Abreu Oliveira MF _ |Issei Takayanagi 

MF Fabian Barbiero FW Tadanari Lee 

DF Nigel Boogaard FW___|Kohei Shimizu 

DF Adam Griffiths MF Shinichiro Kuwada 

MF ___|Adam Hughes MF ___|Hironori Ishikawa 
GK___|Mark Birighitti DF Tomoaki Makino 

MF Paul Reid GK Hirotsugu Nakabayashi 
lTeamManager | Team Manager |HirokazuTsunemori 
[Referee | Subkhiddin Mohd Salleh (Malaysia) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Mohd SabribinMatDaud (Malaysia) 
Assistant Referee 2 [Jeffrey Goh Gek Pheng (Singapore) 


match report from smh 

Adelaide United moved closer to a knockout stage spot in the AFC Champions League for a second time after just seeing off Japanese heavyweight Sanfrecce Hiroshima 3-2 in their Group H clash at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 
In a frantic finale, 10-man Sanfrecce took the lead with 15 minutes to play only for Adelaide to strike twice in four minutes to regain the lead with substitute Cassio firing home a free kick winner in the 82nd minute. 
That clinched the former ACL finalists a hat trick of group stage wins in front of 12,841 fans and maintained their top ranking in the group. 

But the home side had to sweat out the victory in the dying stages after a pointless Sanfrecce turned the tie on its head after half time. 

Adelaide captain Travis Dodd crowned a dominant first half display with a headed goal after just 11 minutes but Sanfrecce grew bolder in the second half and midfielder Kazuyuki Morisaki netted in the 55th minute and 
substitute Issei Takayanagi stunned the home crowd in the 75th with a headed goal which put Sanfrecce 2-1 up. 

But defender Robert Cornthwaite equalised in the 78th minute by heading home a Scott Jamieson corner and Cassio deflated the Japanese side with his deflected free kick from 20 metres out that wrong-footed the 
keeper. 
Sanfrecce's task had got bigger after defensive linchpin, Bulgarian international llian Stoyanov, was sent off in the 32nd minute for hauling back Adelaide's teenage striker, Matthew Leckie just outside the penalty box. 
The win ensured Adelaide held tightly onto top spot with a buffer in the group with three games still to play and Sanfrecce pointless and bottom. 

Adelaide United turned the screws on Sanfrecce early with Argentine playmaker Marcos Flores dictating the rhythm and punching holes in the Japanese side's five-man defence. 

Dodd was also a standout in the first half and made the most of Flores' precision on the left to net his first goal in the Champions league this season in style. 

Flores took a quick throw-in at his feet, lost his marker and whipped in a low cross that Dodd steered into the side netting with a glancing header. 

But an inspired Sanfrecce almost Adelaide pay for careless defending after half time as Morisaki drove home a weak clearance from Cornthwaite on the edge of the penalty area and Takayanagi backheaded a free kick 
into the far corner. 

United face Sanfrecce again next Tuesday night in Japan in the reverse fixture . 

Acting Adelaide head coach Joe Mullen said his team's steely determination, tenacity and team spirit had seen them pluck a win from the jaws of defeat. 

"Even when they took the lead in the 75th minute we still had enough time to come back and take the game," he said. 

“The spirit and belief that's engendered in this team is completely different to the A League campaign." 

Sanfrecce coach Mihailo Petrovic said his side played most of the match with one less player "but were able to play as good soccer as Adelaide United." 

He felt his side had been unlucky to lose all its three ACL matches to date. 


The reverse group match was played on 30th March 2010 at the Hiroshima Big Arch, Hiroshima - score:- Sanfreece Hiroshima..1 v. Adelaide United..0 


2010.3 


2010 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
31st. March 2010, 19.30 (Etihad Stadium) 6011 
Melbourne Victory..1 v. Kawasaki Frontale (Japan)..0 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Kawasaki Frontale..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 3 Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


GK ___|Mitchell Langerak GK__|Eiji Kawashima 
Adrian Leijer DF Takanobu Komiyama 
Rodrigo Vargas DF Hiroki Ito 
Kevin Muscat DF Yusuke Igawa 
Matthew Foschini DF Yusuke Mori 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward DF Kyohei Noborizato 
Grant Brebner MF Junichi Inamoto 
Carlos Hernandez Valverde MF ___|Hiroyuki Taniguchi 
Surat Sukha MF Yusuke Tasaka 
Marvin Angulo Borb6én FW___|Masaru Kurotsu 
Robbie Kruse FW Renato "Renatinho" Martins 

Junior 


Evan Berger MF Jumpei Kusukami 


Nikola "Nik" Mrdja MF Vitor Silva Assis de Oliveira 
Junior 

Diogo Alves Ferreira MF Yuji Kimura 

Mate Dugandzic DF Jun Sonoda 

Glen Moss MF Tomonobu Yokoyama 

Aziz Eraltay Behich DF Yuki Yoshida 

Petar Franjic GK Rikihiro Sugiyama 

Team Coach Ernest "Ernie" Merrick Team Coach Tsutomu Takahata 

Team Manager Team Manager 
Saeid Mozaffarizadeh (Iran) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammadreza Abolfazii (Iran) 


match report from abc 
Melbourne Victory skipper Kevin Muscat buried his grand final penalty demons and restored some respectability to his side's Asian Champions League campaign in a 1-0 win over Kawasaki Frontale on Wednesday 
night. 

On the same ground he missed a spot-kick in the Victory's A-League grand final penalty shootout loss to Sydney FC 10 days earlier, Muscat slotted home the Victory's second-half winner against the Japanese side 
at Docklands. 

Victory goalkeeper Mitch Langerak was outstanding for his side, pulling off four vital saves to deny the wasteful visitors. 

They included a reflex save from a deflected shot in the dying seconds to maintain his side's lead. 

Melbourne had lost its opening three matches in the ACL, including a 4-0 hammering by Kawasaki in Japan last week. 

But they were far more lively on home soil, though Kawasaki had more than enough chances to win the game. 

The match turned on a 60th minute decision by Iranian referee Saeid Mozaffari Zadeh to award a dubious penalty to Melbourne. 

Striker Robbie Kruse went to ground under a light challenge from Kawasaki defender Takanobu Komiyama, which replays showed was well outside the area regardless of the level of contact. 

But Muscat stepped up and put away the penalty, easing a little of the disappointment from his rare miss in the grand final. 

The Victory will need all other results in the ACL to go their way to have any hope of making the top two and advancing to the second stage of the competition. 

Victory coach Ernie Merrick was full of praise for Langerak's performance, as well as the courage of Muscat to step up and take the match-winning penalty. 

Muscat was missing for the 4-0 defeat in Japan, but his physical presence certainly aided his side in the return game. 

"His pre-match speech before the boys went out was first-class, and the boys keep stepping up when he asks them to," Merrick said. 

"He was pretty keen to take that penalty and score, and he did it. 

"It was a faultless penalty, first-class penalty, and it was under pressure. | think it was good for Kevin." 

Kawasaki coach Tsutomu Takahata believed his side was feeling the effects of a short turnaround from a weekend match, then the long trip to Melbourne. 

"| think the players did well considering the long distance of travel. But | felt Melbourne's energy was better than their energy in their away mission last time," he said. 

The Victory's next match is a home clash with China's Beijing Guoan on April 14. 

Melbourne Victory: 1 (Muscat 59') Kawasaki Frontale: 0 


The reverse group match was played on 23rd March 2010 at the Todoroki Athletics Stadium, Kawasaki - score:- Kawasaki Frontale..4 v. Melbourne Victory..0 
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2010 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 6394 
(Etihad Stadium) 


Melbourne Victory..0 v. Beijing Guoan (People's Republic of China)..0 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Beijing Guoan..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution E Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK Mitchell Langerak GK Yang Zhi 
DF Adrian Leijer DF Maurice Ross 
DF Kevin Muscat DF Zhou Ting 
DF Evan Berger DF Lang Zheng 
DF Matthew Foschini DF ___|Xu Yunlong 
MF ___|Nicholas "Nick" Ward MF Yan Xiangchuang 
MF Leigh Broxham MF Huang Bowen 
MF Carlos Hernandez Valverde MF Xu Liang 
MF Surat Sukha MF Darko Matic 
FW Nikola "Nik" Mrdja FW ___|Joel Griffiths 
FW Robbie Kruse 10 FW Erivaldo "Valdo" Saraiva 
SUBSTITUTES 
MF Marvin Angulo Borbon FW Du Wenhui 
MF Diogo Alves Ferreira MF Wang Changqing 
MF Luke Pilkington MF Wang Xiaolong 
DF Aziz Eraltay Behich DF Wu Hao 
GK Glen Moss GK Zhang Sipeng 
3 FW Mate Dugandzic DF Zhang Xinxin 

Zhu Yufan 
Team Coach Ernest "Ernie" Merrick Team Coach Hong Yuanshuo 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Abdul bin Abdul Bashir (Singapore) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Haja Maidin bin Peer Mohamed (Singapore) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Edwin Tzu Lee (Singapore) 


14th. April 2010, 19.30 


match report from melbournevictory 
Melbourne Victory’s hopes of qualifying for the knockout stages of the AFC Champions League are over after a disappointing 0-0 draw against Chinese side Beijing Guoan at Docklands Stadium on Wednesday night. 
The Victory, who had to win to keep their hopes of finishing in the top two alive after just one win in their first four matches, were outplayed for much of the night but almost pinched the win they so desperately needed 
late on. 

he draw leaves Melbourne with just four points from five matches — three points behind second-placed Beijing but with its inferior head-to-head record against the Chinese team Melbourne can no longer finish ahead of 
eijing. 

‘eijing is now locked in a battle with Japanese side Kawasaki Frontale to qualify for the knockout stages along with runaway group leaders Seongnam. 

he Victory received a boost before the game when key pair Carlos Hernandez and Nick Ward were named fit to start the match after coach Ernie Merrick had all but ruled the pair out the day before due to illness. 

ut unfortunately while Melbourne enjoyed a better preparation for the match, the team looked flat from the outset after illness swept through the camp during the week. 

he Victory had a full fortnight to prepare without any other distractions, unlike the early stages of the campaign which clashed with the culmination of the Hyundai A-League finals series. 

s early as the first minute Matthew Foschini was forced to make a vital defensive clearance. 
ormer Newcastle Jets striker Joel Griffiths - who scored the winner for Beijing when it beat Melbourne 1-0 in China in the first match should have scored in the fourth minute when he got in behind the Victory defence 
nly for Melbourne keeper Mitch Langerak to make a fine one-on-one save. 
he Victory did not have a sight on goal until the 15th minute when Nik Mrdja could not get his foot to a promising cross from the right but just a minute later Bowen Huang should have given the visitors the lead after 
eing played in by Griffiths. 
hen just a minute later the visitors should have scored again but the impressive Langerak pulled off a great save from close range from Beijing’s Brazilian striker Valdo. 
he rest of the first half produced little action but such was Beijing’s dominance that it enjoyed seven corners to one in the first half. 
Melbourne looked better after half-time with Marvin Angulo replacing the ill Hernandez, who appeared lethargic throughout the match. He was still in bed sick as late as Tuesday. 

Angulo immediately gave Melbourne the spark they had been lacking in the first half and with Beijing having wasted countless opportunities, the home side sensed the opportunity to score a late winner down the other 
end. 
In the 71st minute Rody Vargas narrowly headed wide following a Leigh Broxham free-kick while Angulo nearly conjured the goal that Melbourne so desperately needed out of nothing in the 76th minute. 

But his superb long-range shot was awkwardly palmed away by Beijing keeper Zhi Yang, who never looked comfortable all night. 

But unfortunately Mrdja could not make the most of the rebound which he hit straight back to the keeper for a comfortable save as the Victory ran out of time to score the goal they needed to keep their campaign alive. 
Melbourne Victory: 0 Beijing Guoan: 0 

Crowd: 6,394 
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The reverse group match was played on 23rd February 2010 at the Workers Stadium, Beijing - score:- Beijing Guoan..1 v. Melbourne Victory..0 
Melbourne Victory were eliminated from the competition. 
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2010 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
27th. April 2010, 20.00 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia Good 18C 10313 


Adelaide United..0 v. Shandong Luneng (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Shandong Luneng..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 7 Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
Eugene Galekovic 22 GK___|Yang Cheng 
Robert Cornthwaite Wang Liang 
Cassio de Abreu Oliveira Liu Jindong 
Adam Griffiths Yuan Weiwei 
lain Fyfe Zheng Zheng 
Michael Marrone Zhou Haibin 
Marcos Flores Roda Antar 


Paul Reid Li Wei 


Travis Dodd 27 Ma Long 
Sergio van Dijk 9 Han Peng 
Mathew Leckie 13 Gao Di 
SUBSTITUTES 
Scott Jamieson 26 Xia Ningning 
Fabian Barbiero 14 Fredua Benson Erchiah 
Francesco Monterosso 28 Ma Xingyu 
Joseph Costa 11 Deng Zhuoxiang 
Mark Birighitti 12 Geng Xiaofeng 
Marko Rudan 29 Li Jinyu 

3 Nigel Boogaard 
[TeamManager | Team Manager [HanGongzheng 
[Referee _——_|Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla(Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 1|Khaled Al Allan(Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 2 [Yusuf Al Wazeer (Bahrain) 


match report from smh 

Adelaide United clinched a precious home final in the knockout stage of the AFC Champions League despite a shock 1-0 loss to Chinese Super League club Shandong Luneng at Hindmarsh Stadium. 
United were able to hold onto the coveted top spot in Group H only after Japanese side Sanfrecce Hiroshima beat Adelaide's rivals, Pohang Steelers, 4-3 in the group's dramatic climax on Tuesday night. 
The results mean Adelaide United get to host the knockout match in the round of 16 stage on May 12, against Korean champion Joenbuk Hyundai Motors or Japanese powerhouse Kashima Antlers. 
Shandong proved hard to break down in the first half despite making six changes to their last Group match and having lost their past four ACL games. 

It frustrated Adelaide in front of 10,313 fans and then midfielder Li Wei delivered the telling blow on a rare breakaway from the halfway line in the 53rd minute. 

He accepted a through ball and burst into the penalty area on the right, cut inside defender Robert Cornthwaite and drilled a left foot shot into the far corner to hand Shandong their second win of the tournament but 
couldn't save them from finishing bottom in the group. 

Adelaide pressed hard from the start but couldn't find the right finish nor space in the penalty area to make things less tense. 

Coach Aurelio Vidmar included Paul Reid and Adam Griffiths in midfield and lain Fyfe back in defence for a posse of suspended players but will now have to do without young strike sensation Matthew Leckie in the 
May 12 match after he was cautioned for the second time in the tournament in the 38th minute. 

Striker Sergio Van Dijk had a running battle with a defenders around him virtually the whole game but fired just wide in the sixth and 15th minutes. 

But it was a sign of things to come as United failed to set up clear cut chances in the penalty area despite loads of possession. 

Li Wei was foiled by Adelaide keeper Eugene Galekovic in the 25th minute from close range as a forerunner of what was to come after half time. 

Reid volleyed just wide in the 60th minute from 20m out but then captain Travis Dodd and Van Dijk messed each other when Cassio crossed from the left in the 70th minute. 

Adelaide United's ACL coach Joe Mullen said despite the club's disappointing first home loss of the tournament, the goal of finishing top of Group H had been achieved. 

"| think quite deservedly, we won the group over Pohang,” he said. 

"We've lost a game we've dominated. We had the momentum in the first half but they scored on the break just after halftime," said Mullen. 

“They did slow the game down and their sportsmanship probably wasn't the best. 

"But they probably didn't need to do it because they played very well tonight and defended superbly." 

He praised Brazilian full back Cassio for his constant raids down the left flank which resulted in most of the headaches for the Shandong defence. 

“It was a shame we couldn't capitalise on his fine deliveries," he said. 

Shandong's Croatian coach Branko lvankovic was ecstatic with his inexperienced side's victory, especially the sterling effort in defence. 

"My players put their heart on the field tonight," he said. 


The reverse group match was played on 10th March 2010 at the Shandong Stadium, Jinan - score:- Shandong Luneng..0 v. Adelaide United..2 
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2010 AFC Champions League, Round of 16 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
12th. May 2010, 19.30 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia Cold and breezy 13C 12015 
Adelaide United..2 v. Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors (Korea Republic)..3 after extra time 

half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution No. Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
Eugene Galekovi¢ 1 GK___|Kwoun Sun-Tae 
Robert Cornthwaite 78 33 Park Won-Jae 
Cassio de Abreu Oliveira 90 Sim Woo-Yeon 
Adam Griffiths Sung Jong-Hyun 
lain Fyfe Son Seung-Joon 
Lucas Pantelis Lim You-Hwan 


Fabian Barbiero Kang Seung-Jo 
Marcos Flores Enio "Eninho" Oliveira Junior 


Daniel Mullen Jin Kyung-Sun 
Travis Dodd 13 Jung Hoon 
Sergio van Dijk 11 Choi Tae-Uk 
SUBSTITUTES 
Francesco Monterosso 20 Lee Dong 
Michael Marrone 19 Krunoslav Lovrek 
Adam Hughes 29 Lee Kwang-Hyun 
Joseph Costa 31 Hong Jung-Nam 
Mark Birighitti 26 Seo Jung-Jin 
Nigel Boogaard 18 Lee Kwang-Jae 
Scott Jamieson 


[Referee |Abdulrahman Mohammed Hussain 
Assistant Referee 1 [Hassan Al Thawadi 
Assistant Referee 2 [Mohammad Dharman 


Adelaide United were eliminated from the competition. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. July 2010, 20.00 


ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 


Sydney FC..0 v. Everton (England)..1 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Everton..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 5 Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK Ivan Necevski 12 GK fain Turner 
DF Sebastian Ryall DF ___|Anthony "Tony" Hibbert 
DF Stephan Keller DF Leighton Baines 
DF Shannon Cole DF Sylvain Distin 
DF Scott Jamieson 86 DF Philip "Phil" Jagielka 
DF Byun Sang-Hwan MF __|Diniyar Bilyaletdinov 
MF Brendan Gan Seng Ling 67 21 MF Leon Osman 
MF Terence "Terry" McFlynn 10 MF Mikel Arteta Amatriain 
FW Mark Bridge 83 26 MF Jack Rodwell 
FW __|Alex Brosque 14 FW ___|James Vaughan 
FW Dwight Yorke 62 28 FW Victor Anichebe 
SUBSTITUTES 
MF Terry Antonis 67 9 FW __|Jose Baxter 
FW ___|Blake Powell 83 11 FW ___|Magaye Gueye 
Hirofuni Moriyasu 62 17 MF __|Timothy "Tim" Cahill 46 
as [a (|) eS | D 


Team Coach Team Coach 
Team Manager Vitézslav Laviéka Team Manager David Moyes 
Referee Strebre Dolovski 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


40466 


match report from The Sydney Morning Herald 

Tim Cahill made a triumphant return to Sydney last night before he even kicked a ball in anger for Everton. 

The Socceroo, who was raised in a suburb only a few minutes drive from ANZ Stadium, walked onto the field ahead of his teammates after the half-time break with his arms raised in triumph to acknowledge the 
applause of the 40,000-strong crowd. 

He hugged Sydney FC's favourite adopted son, Dwight Yorke, who made a welcome one-off return to the sky blue jumper. Less than a minute later, he watched as Victor Anichebe broke the 0-0 half-time deadlock. 
It was a cruel blow for a Sydney team that had been competitive in the opening half against an Everton team that finished eighth in last season's Premier League. None showed more flair and vigour than striker Alex 
Brosque, who made clear his intent in the fourth minute when he had a crack at goal. 

Everton's keeper lain Turner had the shot well covered, but the Sydney fans appreciated the fact that the champions of Australia's domestic league were keen to attack and weren't overawed by playing such a 
high-profile team. 

Brosque, who could not break into Australia's World Cup squad despite being rated the most potent striker of last season's A-League, excelled against the Premier League outfit. He created plenty of opportunities and 
kept the English team guessing. 

Another Sydney player to make the most of his opportunity was goalkeeper Ivan Necevski, who retained his composure under fire. 

The match was as much about symbolism as it was providing Sydney football fans with an opportunity to watch Everton in action. Mark Bridge allowed Yorke to wear his No.19 jumper while Sydney's boom teenager 
Terry Antonis wore the same No.17 strip as Cahill. 

The teenager, who, like Cahill, was raised in Sydney's south-west, received a tremendous welcome to the big time in the 67th minute. Already earmarked by critics as part of the future of Australian football Antonis 
received tremendous applause from the terraces - and his enthusiasm in chasing the ball was akin to a sheep dog herding up livestock. 

The injection of Everton's star players, such as Cahill and French international Louis Saha, upped the tempo of the second half. Their footwork looked far more dangerous and they created more opportunities, though it 
was a tribute to Sydney's determination that they managed to foil Everton's numerous raids. 

The most eye-catching item though was Everton's new away strip. Known throughout the football world as the Toffees, they resembled licorice all sorts last night, unveiling a hot-pink jersey, black shorts and an 
assortment of fluorescent boots. 

heir first trial game of the season, which skipper Phil Neville - who didn't play - said was about gaining match fitness and winning was a success. 

ydney may have been defeated by they were far from disgraced. 


oa 


match report from sydneyfc 

Hyundai A-League 2010 Champions Sydney FC proved they could match it with the best after a strong showing against English Premier League side Everton at ANZ Stadium on Saturday night, falling 1-0. 

In front of 40,466 football fans, Sydney FC was not overawed by their more fancied opponent with a goal in the opening minutes of second half the only difference between the two sides. 

Nigerian international Victor Anichebe punished Sydney FC in the first minute of the second half scoring the only goal in an otherwise even match. 

The Sky Blues created plenty of chances throughout the match with the speed and combination of strike duo Alex Brosque and Mark Bridge causing the Toffees defence several headaches whilst keeper Ivan Necevski 
was a standout at the back. 
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Sydney FC coach Vitezslav Lavicka was pleased despite the loss, praising the Sky Blues effort. 

“We played compact in defence and created some good moments in attack but they punished us early in the second half, we made some mistake and they scored,” Lavicka said. 

“It's a very good experience for all of us and a great present for Sydney FC fans as well. | am happy to be playing this game as there are not many opportunities to play against a good international team, which Everton 
is." 

Captain Terry McFlynn also praised his team's effort, who more than matched it with some of the world's best footballers. “Intensity wise it was great for us to put ourselves against a premier league team to see where 
we sit in the spectrum of football,” McFlynn said. 

“Both sides are in the pre-season. It-s about fitness; it-s about preparation for our season so | think it was a good outcome for both sides tonight.” 

The first half was not the goal fest either set of fans was hoping for as both sides had their chances to open the score. Equally both sides defence was up to the challenge with the majority of shots either heading over 
the goals or hit straight into the arms of the keeper. 

Brosque looked the most dangerous for Sydney FC and his first chance came early in the game. He intercepted a lazy defensive pass from Leighton Baines in the 5th minute and unfortunately for the Sky Blues his 
shot was sent powerfully to the hands of Everton's Scottish keeper lain Turner. 

Everton's right field players were causing headaches for Sydney's defence throughout the first half. James Vaughan slipped through Sydney defensive line numerous times with one shot just well saved by Necevski and 
Jack Rodwell also had his chances, his best coming in the 12th minute but his shot drifted over the bar. 

Dwight Yorke proved he has not lost any of his skills when in the 22nd minute he skillfully tackled from behind, winning a free kick in Sydney's favour. 

Less than a minute later it was Yorke again took possession of the ball sending it on to Scott Jamieson on the left side. Jamieson lobbed the ball into the goal square only for the Toffees to remove the danger. 
Brosque was on goal again in the 26th minute with Sylvain Distin forcing the ball out and conceding the corner but the Sky Blues could not capitalize on their attack after fouling in the box as the corner was taken. 
Sydney best shot of the half was in the 31st minute after Brosque passed wide to Jamieson and Sydney's new left midfielder sent the ball back into the goal square. After a slight Bridge miss-hit, the ball fell to 
Brosque but his powerful shot went straight to Turner. 

Jamieson had his best chance in the 42nd minute after Sebastian Ryall lobbed the ball over to the left side but Jamieson's shot flew over the bar and into the Cove. 

The second half began perfectly for Everton as Victor Anchebe opened the scoring within the first minute after Leighton Baines threaded the ball to Anichebe with his back to goal. Anichebe spun and drilled left footed 
to the top left corner of the goals, leaving Necevski with no chance to save. 

Brosque was again leading Sydney's attack in the second half and his first chance came in the 55th minute with a header falling safely to Turner. 

Mikel Arteta had two shots within the space of a minute in the 74th with the first coming from a lovely one-two set up from Phil Jagielka but his shot was parried back into play by Necevski. Arteta's second chance 
came 20 seconds later but again Necevski denied the Spanish midfielder with a suburb save. 

The home fans cried out for a penalty in the 78th minute after Brosque was brought down in the box but the referee did not answer their prayers. 

Sydney had their best chance to level the game in the 87th minute with a cross from Brosque finding Dimitri Petratos in space but Petratos touched the ball one too many times and the Everton defence forced him to 
lose control over the line. 

Yorke was delighted with his return to the Sky Blues. “It was absolutely first class. It was great for us to put ourselves against a Premier League team.” 

Sydney FC's next preseason clash is against the Central Coast Mariners at the Sydney Showground on Saturday 17 July. 

Sydney FC: 20. lvan NECEVSKI, 12. Shannon COLE, 3. Stephan KELLER, 2. Sebastian RYALL, 22. Sung Hwan BYUN, 15. Terry McFLYNN, 19. Dwight YORKE (28. Hirofuni MORIYASU 62-), 

7. Brendan GAN (17. Terry ANTONIS 67-), 9. Mark BRIDGE (29. Blake POWELL 83-), 21. Scott JAMIESON (26. Dimitri PETRATOS 86-), 14. Alex BROSQUE. 

Subs not used: 1. Liam REDDY, 5. Hayden FOXE, 13. Antony GOLEC, 

Everton: 12. lain TURNER, 2. Tony HIBBERT, 3. Leighton BAINES, 15. Sylvain DISTIN, 6. Phil JAGIELKA, 7. Diniyar BILYALETDINOV (9 Jose Baxter 64-), 21. Leon OSMAN, 10. Mikel ARTETA, 26. Jack RODWELL, 
14. James VAUGHAN (17. Tim CAHILL 46-), 28. Victor ANICHEBE (8. Louis SAHA 71-). 

Subs not used: 31. Seamus COLEMAN, 11. Magaye GUEYE, 16. Joao SILVA, 25. Shkodran MUSTAFI, 23. Lukas JUTKIEWICZ. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
14th. July 2010, 19.30 (Etihad Stadium) 19241 


Melbourne Heart..0 v. Everton (England)..2 

half time, Melbourne Heart..0 v. Everton..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 


GK Clint Bolton GK lain Turner 

DF Michael Marrone DF Séamus Coleman 

DF Brendan Hamill DF Philip "Phil" Jagielka 
DF Simon Colosimo (c ) DF Sylvain Distin 

DF Michael Beauchamp DF Anthony "Tony" Hibbert 
DF Aziz Eraltay Behich MF Jack Rodwell 

DF Dean Heffernan MF Leon Osman 

MF Josip Skoko MF Diniyar Bilyaletdinov 
FW Rutger Worm 8 Fw Louis Saha 60 x! 

28 Victor Anichebe 
SUBSTITUTES 
25 Shkodran Mustafi 
Philip “Phil” Neville 
MF ___|Timothy “Tim” Cahill xe 

FW ___|Jose Baxter xen 


FW ___|Jodo Pereira Silva x* 


XR 


Team Coach Johannes van't Schip Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager David Moyes 
Referee Matthew Breeze 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from abc 
The Melbourne Heart showed encouragement in their first time on the big stage, but Everton's better finishing earned it a 2-0 win in Wednesday night's soccer friendly at Docklands. 

Jack Rodwell and Louis Saha scored for the English Premier League side, but it was by no means doom for the A-League's newest club, as the Heart strung together some good passages and had a handful of 
opportunities. 

The Heart's performance - this was just their fourth game as a team - would have given the crowd of 19,261 good reason to think they will perform well in their debut A-League season. 

But apart from Josip Skoko's long-range effort in the first half and Eli Babalj's volley in the second, which both drew good saves from Everton goalkeeper lain Turner, the Heart lacked the killer finishing needed. 
Big Dutchman Gerald Sibon played well as a focal point in attack but scoffed a golden chance early when he beat Turner one-out but shot wide. 

Babalj and Jason Hoffman also found space in the second half but both puts their shots straight to the opposition goalkeeper. 

In contrast, Saha made amends for a penalty miss in the opening minutes when he finished beautifully on his left foot on the hour. 

Rodwell gave the visitors the lead when he knocked in Seamus Coleman's cross in the 34th minute. 

Everton's win was the second on its pre-season tour of Australia, following last Saturday night's 1-0 win over Sydney FC. 

Socceroos star Tim Cahill spent the first half on the bench for Everton and had little impact when brought on at half-time, although the Heart's defence was generally solid. 

However the Heart made a shocking start as referee Matthew Breeze awarded Everton a penalty early, for Rutger Worm's challenge on Coleman, but Saha put the shot wide of the net. 

Cahill was given a warm ovation as he left the ground wearing a Heart top. 

Heart coach John van't Schip was encouraged by the performance given it was the first hit-out for the likes of Skoko, Michael Beauchamp and Alex Terra. 

"Totally it was a good performance," he said. 

"In the first two minutes we were a little but lucky that they missed the penalty, but after that we got into the game, we started playing the ball around and | think we created a few good possibilities." 

Van't Schip was confident the Heart would have most of their first-choice players available for the August 5 season opener, including John Aloisi and Matt Thompson, who are recovering from injuries. 

Everton manager David Moyes said the game lacked the intensity of the clash with Sydney, but was satisfied with his team's hit-out and impressed by the Heart. 

"The coach looks as if he's done a good job in the way he wants them to play," he said. 

“With a Dutch coach you can see a Dutch style to their play and that's not always easy to introduce quickly." 

Everton will complete its tour against the Brisbane Roar on Saturday night, but Cahill will not play as he attends a team-mate's wedding. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
16th. July 2010, 19.30 (Etihad Stadium) 13020 


Melbourne Victory..0 v. Club Atlético Boca Juniors (Argentina)..1 


half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Boca Juniors..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card} substitution 5 Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


START LIST 


GK Glen Moss 46 GK Cristian Lucchetti 


DF Rodrigo "Roddy" Vargas DF Christian Cellay 


DF Evan Berger 73 DF Leandro Marin 


DF __|Adrian Leijer DF Ezequiel Murioz 


MF Surat Sukha DF Juan Insaurralde 


MF ___|Leigh Broxham DF Luciano Monzon 


MF Grant Brebner MF Cristian Erbes 


MF Marvin Angulo Borbon 57** MF Pablo Mouche 


MF Tomislav "Tom" Pondeljak 83 MF Jesus Méndez 


FW Robbie Kruse 87 MF Marcelo Cafete 


FW Mate Dugandzic 57 Lucas Viatri 


SUBSTITUTES 


GK Michael Petkovic 46 Nicolas Antonio Gonzalez 


MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward 57 Nicolas Carlos Colazo 
Matias Giménez 


Team Coach Ernest "Ernie" Merrick Team Coach Claudio Borghi 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Strebre Delovski 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from melbournevictory.com.au 

Argentine side Boca Juniors has claimed a hard-fought 1-0 win over Melbourne Victory in the clubs’ pre-season friendly before 13,020 fans at Etihad Stadium on Friday night. 

Marcelo Canete’s goal in the 42nd minute proved the difference, Canete recovering from a bloodied nose that twice required treatment after a collision with referee Strebre Delovski to slice through the defence and finish 
well. 

Just three weeks before Melbourne Victory opens its 2010-11 Hyundai A-League campaign away to Sydney FC in a rematch of last season’s grand final, coach Ernie Merrick made the most of his extended bench to 
give as many players as possible a hit-out. 

After an opening 20 minutes in which the teams spent much of their time settling and working each other out, things came to life when Evan Berger's free kick from distance got through to the far post where Marvin 
Angulo rifled his shot across the face. 

A mishit clearance from keeper Glen Moss a couple of minutes later almost proved costly but Rody Vargas was on the spot to block the Boca shot, before Adrian Leijer headed clear seconds later following a free kick 
from Pablo Mouche. 

Just before the half-hour mark Canete was left with blood pouring from his nose following the accidental clash with Delovski, and he spent two separate spells on the sideline with the medicos trying to stem the bleeding. 
The hosts looked set to score 12 minutes before the break when Mate Dugandzic found himself on the end of a superb ball into the box but his first touch let him down forcing him to attempt a cross rather than a shot 
and Angulo couldn't quite reach it with Javier Garcia stranded on his line. 

Cristian Erbes picked up a yellow card on 35 minutes for a foul on Berger and Robbie Kruse received one as well for a retaliatory push on Erbes before Kruse just failed to get his head to a long-range free kick. 

The deadlock was finally broken moments before the break when a Vargas back pass to Broxham was picked off by Canete who firstly went past Broxham and then got around Leijer before firing home on his left from 
the heart of the box. 

Moss was replaced by Victory recruit Michael Petkovic at the interval and he was called on almost immediately after the resumption when Luciano Monzon found Canete in the box and his goal-bound effort was pushed 
away by Petkovic. 

Ernie Merrick made three substitutions approaching the hour mark, with Matthew Foschini, Nick Ward and Billy Celeski introduced for Surat Sukha, Dugandzic and Angulo respectively, Celeski back for his first major 
hit-out since suffering a season-ending knee injury in 2009-10. 

Moments later and Matias Gimenez, Carlos Nicolas Colazo and Nicolas Gonzalez replaced Marin, Monzon and Canete respectively for Boca before the changes continued in the 73rd minute with Diogo Ferreira coming 
on for Berger. 

After a couple of promising attacks from Melbourne went unconverted veteran Tom Pondeljak pulled the trigger from distance and his shot just sailed wide of Garcia’s right post before Boca brought Sergio Araujo and 
Nicolas Blandi on for Lucas Viatri and Mouche respectively. 

With 10 minutes to go Celeski intercepted a poor clearance after Kruse had pressured the defence but after shaping to shoot he tried to lay the ball off for Kruse who hadn't run on and then Merrick replaced Pondeljak 
with Jimmy Jeggo and Kruse with Luke O’Dea while David Achuccarro came on for Erbes. 

Araujo almost doubled Boca’s advantage in the closing stages when he got past a couple of defenders and raced 40m before firing at goal from the front of the box but his effort just finished wide of the mark. 
Melbourne Victory 0 Boca Juniors 1 (Canete 42) 
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match report from tribalfootball.com 

A-League club Melbourne Victory have been edged by Argentine powerhouse Boca Juniors 1-0 in a pre-season friendly. Marcelo Canete scored the only goal of the contest that was at times fiery with both teams 
throwing in loose challenges but thankfully there were no casualties as one of Australia's best took on South America's champion club. 

Melbourne Victory (AUS): 0 Boca Juniors (ARG): 1 (Marcelo Canete 42') 

Venue: Etihad Stadium, Melbourne Crowd: 13,020 Yellow cards:Melbourne Victory - Robbie Kruse 36’, Adrian Leijer 83', Grant Brebner 86'; Boca Juniors - Cristian Erbes 36', Matias Gimenez 69" 

In their customary navy blue and yellow strip, Club Atletico Boca Juniors were greeted with a strong applause from Melbourne's Argentinean community whilst the Victory, in their 'away' white did not have as much 
support as usual. This being a pre-season match and the fact there was no Carlos Hernandez, Archie Thompson and Kevin Muscat may have turned the usual north and south end fans away but the faithful who did 
show up were still in full voice. 

The opening was fairly cagey as the two sides tried to work each other out with Boca starting a few relative unknowns but it was the Victory who had the first chance of any real consequence in the 20th minute when 
defender Roddy Vargas found his way to the back post after a Leigh Broxham free-kick but his unmarked a shot from an impossible angle rocketed across the goalmouth and away to safety from a Boca point of view. 
Boca forwards Pablo Mouche and Lucas Viatri were causing a few slight headaches for the Victory defence but it was Marcelo Canete who was left with a sore head and a battered ego when he ran into referee Strebre 
Delovski just prior to the half-hour mark and spent time on the sidelines receiving treatment for a bloodied nose. 

A goal-front scramble was then required by Boca to clear a Victory foray which involved Mate Dugandzic and Robbie Kruse as Canete continued to have trouble with his nose. 

It was in the 36th minute when tempers frayed when Evan Berger was up-ended by a Cristian Erbes tackle which Kruse did not agree with. The young striker remonstrated with Erbes as a slight melee ensued but it 
was over before it began and Kruse and Erbes were handed cautions for their troubles. 

Canete returned after having his bleeding problem dealt with and it worked a treat as he swooped on a mistake by Broxham before muscling past two Victory defenders and slotting an under-pressure left-footed shot 
past Glen Moss to open the scoring with a few minutes remaining in the half. 

Victory made the only change at the half-time break, substituting goalkeeper Glen Moss for new recruit Michael Petkovic and he was called on immediately to make a diving save from a close range Canete shot. 

The Boca playmaker was beginning to be a nuisance for Melbourne's defenders as he continually cut swathes through them but on this occasion, Petkovic was equal to the task. 

Another unfriendly incident occurred ten minutes into the second half when Victory defender Adrian Leijer received a raised Viatri elbow to the head and it required the Spanish-speaking Roddy Vargas to try and calm 
things down between the pair. There were a few unpleasant happenings in the first hour but one pleasant sight for the Victory fans was the introduction of midfielder Billy Celeski who is returning from a knee injury 
which forced him to miss most of last season. 

The contest went on without much ado as Boca held their narrow lead and the Victory strived to grab an equaliser which almost came in the 78th minute when veteran midfielder Tom Pondeljak tried his luck from long 
range with the ball sailing just over the crossbar but a leveller didn't come and coach Ernie Merrick would have to look to their final two pre-season matches against Victorian Premier League club Dandenong Thunder 
on Tuesday and Central Coast Mariners in Tasmania next Sunday to test his new look attack. 

The Argentine outfit, however, move on to New Zealand where they will meet the Wellington Phoenix next Friday the 23rd July in the second leg of their Australasian tour. 

Melbourne Victory; Glen Moss (gk) (Petkovic 46'), Mate Dugandzic (Ward 57'), Surat Sukha (Foschini 57'), Leigh Broxham, Grant Brebner, Marvin Angulo (Celeski 57'), Roddy Vargas, Tom Pondeljak (Jeggo 83’), 
Evan Berger (Ferreira 73'), Robbie Kruse (O'Dea 87’), Adrian Leijer 

Subs - Michael Petkovic (gk) (46'), Matthew Foschini (57'), Nick Ward (57'), Billy Celeski (57'), Diogo Ferreira (73'), Jimmy Jeggo (83'), Luke O'Dea (87') 

Boca Juniors; Cristian Lucchetti (gk), Christian Cellay, Leandro Marin (Gimenez 59"), Cristian Erbes (Achucarro 85"), Ezequiel Munoz, Pablo Mouche (Blandi 79'), Jesus Mendez, Lucas Viatri (Araujo 79’), 

Marcelo Canete (Gonzalez 59"), Juan Insaurralde, Luciano Monzon (Colazo 59’). 

Subs - Nicolas Gonzalez (59'), Carlos Nicolas Colazo (59'), Matias Gimenez (59'), Nicolas Blandi (79'), Sergio Araujo (79'), David Achucarro (85') 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
17th. July 2010, 19.30 


Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 19786 
(Lang Park) 


Brisbane Roar..1 v. Everton (England)..2 
half time, Brisbane Roar..0 v. Everton..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK Michael Theoklitos 12 GK fain Turner 
DF Matthew "Matt" Smith 31 DF Séamus Coleman 
DF Luke DeVere DF Leighton Baines 
DF Shane Stefanutto DF Philip "Phil" Jagielka 
DF Ivan Franjic DF Sylvain Distin 
MF Eric Paartalu DF Philip "Phil" Neville 
MF ___|Matthew "Matt" McKay MF __|Diniyar Bilyaletdinov 
MF Nathan "Luke" Brattan MF Jack Rodwell 
MF Thomas Broich MF Leon Osman 
FW Henrique Andrade Silva FW Louis Saha 
FW ___|Reinaldo Elias da Costa 46 Jermaine Beckford 
SUBSTITUTES 
DF Matthew "Matt" Mundy Magaye Gueye 
FW__|Konstantinos "Kosta" Barbarouses__66 James Vaughan 
MF Mitchell "Mitch" Nichols Victor Anichebe 
Jose Baxter 
lTeamManager | Team Manager [DavidMoyes 
[Referee s|PeterGreen 
Assistant Referee? | 
Assistant Referee 2 | 


match report from theroar.com.au 

Everton completed a whitewash of A-League teams when they eclipsed a gallant Brisbane Roar 2-1 in their final Australian tour match at Suncorp Stadium on Saturday night. 

Following lead-up wins against Sydney FC and Melbourne Heart, the English Premier League outfit was made to fight for their pre-season victory against the Roar in front of 19,786 fans. 

It was not until the 83rd minute, when Everton striker Magaye Gueye got on the end of a perfectly-weighted cross from Jose Baxter, that the Toffees sealed the win. 

The visitors were given a scare and their plans of not conceding a goal on the tour were dashed when Roar substitute Kosta Barbarouses broke through their defence and scored in the 66th minute to level things up. 
Barbarouses, who came on at half time for Reinaldo, accepted a clever pass from Mitch Nicholls and his firmly struck shot slid past goalkeeper lan Turner. 

The goal put the Toffees in danger of defeat to a squad which contained a host of players yet to make their A-League debuts but they proved too classy in the end. 

Jack Rodwell had lodged their opening goal four minutes after halftime, lurking in ample space just outside the penalty area and superbly striking a ball that looped over goalkeeper Michael Theoklitos. 
French forward Louis Saha was a constant menace and a delight for the crowd in the first half with a handful of chances but couldn't apply the finishing touch. 

Socceroos star Tim Cahill took no part for Everton as he was on best man duties at teammate Mikael Arteta’s wedding. 

Roar coach Ange Postecoglou said the way his side set about the task of taking Everton head on and not retreating augured well for the upcoming A-League season. 

He said the Roar, with a relatively new squad after significant off-season recruiting, proved they were coming together nicely for the opening game against Gold Coast on August 8. 

“We not just got close on the scoreboard, we actually played some good football,” Postecoglou said after the match. 

“... We really worked very hard to pressure them and make sure they didn’t get into any rhythm. 

“We kind of said before the game, we didn’t just want to get a result, we wanted to play some good football and we did. 

“I didn’t want to put ten people in front of our box and play defensively and get a cheap result. 

“| wanted to play the style we want to play in the A-League and test ourselves against quality opposition and we could play through the midfield.” 

Everton manager David Moyes was impressed with Roar’s style and energy and also said the Suncorp Stadium surface was far superior to Sydney’s ANZ Stadium and Brisbane’s Etihad Stadium, which were 
disappointments. 

‘We got better in the second half,” Moyes said. 

thought they did well, they showed great energy. 

They ran about and closed us down. 

t's nice to win games but I’d swap them all for three wins in the Premier League.” 
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Sydney Festival of Football 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales 


Sydney FC..3 v. AEK Athens (Greece)..5 
half time, Sydney FC..1 v. AEK Athens..2 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 5 Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK Ivan Necevski GK loannis Arampatzis 
DF Sebastian Ryall DF Konstantinos "Kostas" Manolas 
DF Stephan Keller DF Daniel Majstorovié 
DF Scott Jamieson DF Sanel Jahié 
DF Byun Sung-Hwan MF ___|Panteleimon "Pantelis" Kafes (c ) 
MF ___|Brendan Gan Seng Ling MF ___|Leonardo Rodrigues Pereirar 
MF Shannon Cole MF Panagiotis Lagos 
MF Terence "Terry" McFlynn MF Savvas Gentsoglou 
MF ___|Hirofumi Moriyasu 18 FW___|/smael Blanco 
FW ___|Alex Brosque 82 32 FW___|Ignacio "Nacho" Scocco 
FW ___|Mark Bridge 69 33 FW ___|Nikolaos "Nikos" Liberopoulos 
SUBSTITUTES 
FW___|Duke Kofi Danning 45 55 DF Traianos Dellas 
DF Hayden Foxe 82 20 FW ___|Eder Luiz Lima de Souza 
FW ___|lbrahima Thiam-lyane 69 24 FW___|Nathan Burns 
MF ___|Rhyan Grant 14 MF Grigoris Makos 
GK___|Liam Reddy 15 DF __|Nikolaos "Nikos" Karabelas 
DF ___|Antony Golec 17 DF ___|Antestis Argyriou 
MF ___|David Gullo 23 GK___|Diego Sebastian Saja 
DF Nathan Sherlock 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


Nikolaos "Nikos" Liberopoulos is also shown as Lyberopoulos. Savvas Gentsoglou is also shown as Savwvas Gentzoglu. 


25th. July 2010, 12.45 Overcast 14153 


match report from sydneyfc.com.au 

Hyundai A-League 2010 Champions Sydney FC kicked off the inaugural Sydney Festival of Football on Sunday with a spirited 5-3 loss to Greek side AEK Athens at the Sydney Football Stadium. 

The Sky Blues twice came from a goal down thanks to strikes from the newly re-signed Alex Brosque but AEK proved to strong in the second half and capitalised on Sydney FC errors. 

AEK take eight points for the win — three points for a win and a point for each goal — while Sydney FC takes home three points. The Sky Blues next opponent will be Scotland's Glasgow Rangers who they face at the 
SFS on Wednesday 28 July (8pm kick-off). 

Sydney FC coach Vitezslav Lavicka said the game provided his team, who was without Nicky Carle, Terry Antonis and Stuart Musialik through injury — with a number of lessons. 

“I think eight goals is great entertainment for the spectators. For us it was a big but bitter lesson,” Lavicka said. 

“Especially in defence because (our) opponent played very well. In attack they are a very good quality team. We made several mistakes and good quality team, as AEK are, punished every Sydney FC mistake. 

“We scored three goals is pretty positive but we can't be satisfied with the performance today. We are happy we can play against this opponent and | believe we will improve next time, we will play better.” 

The match began quietly with neither team taking control of the game. Both teams attempted to build up play through the midfield but neither could capitalise with a decent shot on target. 

In fact the first respectable shot on target was not until 19th minute after Panagiotis Lagos darted through the midfield, passing the ball to his left and the receiving the ball back but Lagos could only hit the ball straight 
to goal keeper Ivan Necevski. 
The game came to life in the 30th minute when Nikos Lyberopulos received the ball from a throw-in passing the ball onto Brazilian Leonardo Pereira who powerfully hit the ball low and into the goal. 

AEK's lead was short lived as Brosque equalised within two minutes after AEK's captain, Kafes Pantelis, handballed in the box after a Sydney corner during the 32nd minute. Referee Ben Williams awarded Sydney 
the penalty and Brosque equalised, sending AEK's loannis Arampatzis the wrong way, right in front of the Cove and the scores were once again equal. 

It was not long until AEK regained the lead when in the 37th minute Kafes headed a corner from Pereira to the far side of goal where Ismael Blanco successfully headed the ball into the goals, giving AEK a 2-1 lead — 
one they would take into halftime. 
Lavicka swapped Kofi Danning for Brendan Gan at the main break with youngster getting another valuable 45 minutes under his belt before the A-League season commences on August 7. 

Seven minutes into the second half, Sydney again levelled the scores, this time equalising in the most bizarre fashion after Kostas Manolas back passed to keeper Arampatzis. With Brosque bearing down, 
Arampatzis attempted to pass back to Manolas only to slip at the crucial moment, tapping the ball straight to Brosque. Already on the ground, Arampatzis could do nothing as Brosque pushed the ball into the net. 
From there, however, AEK asserted its dominance. They re-established their advantage in the 59th minute when Niko Lyberopulos pounced on a Sydney FC turnover on the half way line. Sprinting up the midfield on 
quick counter attack, Lyberopulos passed left to Ignacio Scocco who passed back to Lyberopulos who drilled home the goal after running the full half of the field. 

AEK extended the lead after jumping a soft back pass. Ingnacio Scocco intercepted the pass, hitting the ball past Necevski to give the Greek side a 4-2 lead. 

AEK scored their fifth of the match with an impressive midfield play. Lagos passed the ball left to Lyberopulos who hit the ball goalwards. Necevski parried the ball away from danger only for AEK's Kafes to volley the 
ball back into the goal. 
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Sydney pulled on back in the 89th minute when Rhyan Grant lobbed the ball in from left field finding triallist lbrahima Thiam unmarked on the far goal post. The 198cm tall Senegalese striker, who only arrived in the 
country on Friday, headed the ball strongly under pressure into the goal. 

Sydney FC: 3 (BROSQUE 33-, 48-, THIAM 89-) AEK Athens: 5 (PEREIRAR 30-, BLANCO 37-, LYBEROPULOS 60-, SCOCCO 74-, KAFES 77-) 

Sydney FC Line-up: 2. Sebastian RYALL, 3. Stephan KELLER, 7. Brendan GAN (11. Kofi DANNING 45-), 12. Shannon COLE, 14. Alex BROSQUE (5. Hayden FOXE 82-), 15. Terry MCFLYNN, 

19. Mark BRIDGE (9. Ibrahima THIAM 69-), 20. lvan NECEVSKI (gk), 21. Scott JAMIESON, 22. Sung-Hwan BYUN, 28 Hiro MORIYASU (23. Rhyan GRANT 69-) 

Substitutes Not Used: 1. Liam REDDY, 13. Antony GOLEC, 18. David GULLO, 25. Nathan SHERLOCK 

Yellow Cards: Nil 

AEK Athens Line-up: 1. Pantelis KAFES, 4. Kostas MANOLAS (55. Traianos DELLAS 83-), 5. Daniel MAJSTOROVIC, 8. Sanel JAHIC, 9. Leonardo PEREIRAR (20. Luiz EDER 75-), 18. Ismael BLANCO 
(24. Nathan BURNS 62-), 19. Panagiotis LAGOS, 22. loannis ARAMPATZIS (gk), 32. Ignacio SCOCCO (14. Gregoris MAKOS 86-), 33. Nikos LYBEROPULOS, 90. Savvas GENTZOGLU. 

Substitutes Not Used: 15. Nikos KARABELAS, 17. Antestis ARGIRIOU, 23. Diego SAJA (gk), 

Yellow Cards: 4. Kostas MANOLAS 58- 

Referee: Ben Williams 

Crowd: 14,153 at the Sydney Football Stadium 
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Sydney Festival of Football 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
25th. July 2010, 15.00 Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, Overeast 14153 
New South Wales 
Rangers (Scotland)..2 v. Blackburn Rovers (England)..1 
half time, Rangers..2 v. Blackburn Rovers..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution E Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK___|Allan McGregor GK___|Paul Robinson (c ) 
Madjid Boughera 66 DF Michel Salgado 
David Weir DF Pascal Chimbonda 
Kirk Broadfoot DF Philip "Phil" Jones 
Andrew Webster DF Gaél Givet-Viaros 
Lee McCulloch MF Steven N'Zonzi 
Edu Maurice Edu MF Junior Hoilett 
Steven Davis MF David Dunn 
Kenneth "Kenny" Miller MF Morten Gamst Pedersen 
Steven Naismith FW ___|Jason Roberts 
Kyle Lafferty 18 FW El-Hadji Ousseynou Diouf 
SUBSTITUTES 
Gregory "Gregg" Wylde DF Lars Jacobsen 
John Fleck DF Grant Hanley 
Ross Perry MF Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 
Andrew Shinnie FW ___|Maceo Rigters 
Steven Whittaker MF Brett Emerton 
Grant Adam DF Ryan Nelsen 
GK Jason Brown 
MF Joshua Morris 
MF ___|Amine Linganzi Koumba 
GK Mark Bunn 
jTeam Coach | Team Coach 
[Referee —sPeterGreen 
Assistant Referee1 | 
Assistant Referee 2 | 


match report from rovers.co.uk 

A slow start on Aussie soil was Rovers’ undoing as they lost 2-1 to Rangers in their opening match of the Sydney Festival of Football. 

First half strikes by Maurice Edu and Kenny Miller saw Rangers take control, but a much improved second half showing saw David Dunn reduce arrears from the penalty spot after Junior Hoilett had been fouled. 

Try as they might Rovers couldn't grab a second goal their played deserved, but it was a decent test for Sam Allardyce's side and another important 90 minutes under their belts. 

Much was made of the fact that Rovers had only arrived in Australia a little over 24 hours before the Sydney Festival of Football got underway and Rangers certainly looked the brighter of the two sides in the opening 
exchanges. 

On seven minutes Rangers almost broke the deadlock when Steven Naismith found Kyle Lafferty cutting in from the left, but Paul Robinson, wearing the captain's armband, made a smart save low to his left. 

That early warning wasn't heeded however as the side in blue did take the lead just three minutes later. 

Steven Nzonzi had fouled Kenny Miller and from the resulting free-kick, Steven Davis floated the ball into the box where Maurice Edu rose to head past a static Paul Robinson from six yards out. 

Walter Smith's side threatened to overrun Rovers, Davis with a clipped effort that went just past the post, then Kenny Miller slashed the ball narrowly over the bar. 

But as the half wore on Rovers grew in confidence on the sticky surface, the 27th minute saw their best chance of the first half, Diouf with a ball from the right, Pedersen headed on before Jason Roberts turned 
brilliantly to shoot only for Alan McGregor to make a smart save. 

Junior Hoilett then had penalty claims waved away as he looked to latch onto a Diouf centre, the Canadian going to ground at the back post, but the referee was unimpressed. 

The lively El-Hadji Diouf almost fashioned a chance for himself when he played a one-two with Morten Gamst Pedersen but the Rangers goalkeeper was first to the ball. 

Just when it looked like Rovers had gained a foothold in the game, the surface was their undoing as Rangers grabbed a second before half time, Steven Naismith finding Kyle Lafferty who then picks out Kenny Miller to 
turn and fire into the roof of the net. Paul Robinson did get a hand to the ball but couldn't prevent the ball from crossing the line. 

Each Rovers player who was marking their Rangers counterpart slipped in the process of the goal being scored. 

Both sides resisted the urge to make changes as the second half restarted. It saw a bright opening by Rovers with both Diouf and Hoilett having early opportunities. Diouf latching onto a Jason Roberts header to shoot 
wide, then Roberts again providing the ball, this time for Hoilett, but McGregor was down quickly to save the shot from the edge of the box. 

The biggest cheer of the afternoon came on the hour mark with the introduction of Brett Emerton, the Australian crowd all standing to applaud the introduction of the Sydney-born midfielder. 

Also coming on at that time was defender Grant Hanley and he was immediately thrown into the action, and the controversy, as he tangled with Maurice Edu in the penalty area. The referee surprised many by ruling 
that the young Scot had fouled the American and pointed to the spot. 
But justice was served when Kenny Miller failed to find the target from 12 yards, his fiercely struck penalty struck the top of the crossbar. 

Two minutes later and it was Rovers’ turn to be awarded a spot kick. Junior Hoilett receiving the ball in the area before being tripped by Madjid Boughera. 
Despite the claims from the Rangers players, the referee wasn't about to change his mind and David Dunn stepped up to send Alan McGregor the wrong way. 
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After Emerton's introduction, two of the other Rovers players who were away on international duty at the World Cup also returned to action with Lars Jacobsen and Vince Grella replacing Michel Salgado and David 


Dunn. 

Rovers ended the game in the ascendency but they couldn't grab that elusive leveller, Pascal Chimbonda firing high over the bar. 

ROVERS: Robinson, Salgado (sub Jacobsen 68 mins), Chimbonda, Jones, Givet, Nzonzi (sub Hanley 60 mins), Hoilett, Dunn (sub Grella 79 mins), Roberts (sub Rigters 86 mins), Diouf, Pedersen 
(sub Emerton 60 mins). 

Subs not used: Nelsen, Brown, Morris, Linganzi, Bunn. 

RANGERS: McGregor, Boughera (sub Wylde 66 mins), Weir, Broadfoot, Webster, McCulloch, Edu (sub Fleck 66 mins), Davis, Miller (sub Perry 66 mins), Naismith, Lafferty. 

Subs not used: Shinnie, Whitaker. Adam. 

Attendance: 14,153 
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Sydney Festival of Football 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales 
AEK Athens (Greece)..2 v. Blackburn Rovers (England)..1 
half time, AEK Athens..2 v. Blackburn Rovers..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution : Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


28th. July 2010, 18.00 Wet 9483 


GK___|Diego Sebastian Saja GK___|Paul Robinson 
Daniel Majstorovic DF Lars Jacobsen 
Nikolaos "Nikos" Georgeas DF Philip "Phil" Jones 
Traianos Dellas DF Grant Hanley 
Panteleimon "Pantelis" Kafes (c ) DF Gaé/ Givet-Viaros 
Leonardo Rodrigues Pereirar MF Brett Emerton 
Grigoris Makos MF Keith Andrews 
Panagiotis Lagos MF Steven N'Zonzi 
Nathan Burns MF Martin Olsson 
Ignacio "Nacho" Scocco MF David Dunn 
Nikolaos "Nikos" Liberopoulos FW __|Jason Roberts 


Giannis Arabatzis DF Pascal Chimbonda 

Papa Bouba Diop MF Junior Hoilett 

Ismael Blanco FW El-Hadji Ousseynou Diouf 
Eder Luiz Lima de Souza MF Joshua Morris 

Savvas Gentsoglou MF __|Morten Gamst Pedersen 
Nikolaos "Nikos" Karabelas pr |Miguel “Michel” Salgado 
Fernandez 

Sanel Jahié GK Mark Bunn 

MF Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 
MF Amine Linganzi Koumba 
FW Maceo Rigters 


Team Coach Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager Sam Allardyce 
Referee Peter Green 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from dailymail.co.uk 

Blackburn suffered a second consecutive 2-1 defeat at the Festival of Football as AEK Athens emerged triumphant on a rainy night in Sydney. 

Ignacio Scocco and Nikos Lyberopoulos netted in the space of three minutes midway through the first half to set up the Greek side's victory. 

Rovers, who also went down 2-1 to Rangers in their opening game on Sunday, pulled a goal back late on through centre-back Phil Jones but it was more than they deserved in a match completely dominated by AEK. 
The diabolical conditions meant only a small crowd turned up but they were treated to some good football for most of the 90 minutes, especially from the Greeks. 

It was AEK's second win in as many games in the tournament, meaning a draw with Scottish champions Rangers on Sunday will assure them top spot in the table. 

Rovers manager Sam Allardyce made five changes to the side that lost to Rangers including starting Australia international Brett Emerton on the right side of midfield, but it made little difference as the Greeks 
controlled the early exchanges. 
AEK were finding plenty of joy down their right and it was no surprise it was an attack down that channel that led to the opening goal on 21 minutes. 

Nathan Burns raced onto a long pass from Pantelis Kafes and beat Jones for pace before cutting the ball back for Kafes who produced an audacious flick pass to Lyberopoulos. 

He controlled and teed up Scocco, who beat one defender and lashed a low shot past Paul Robinson into the far corner. 

Scocco turned provider three minutes later, receiving a pass from Burns on the right before his wicked centre found its way to Lyberopoulos who produced a sensational finish on the half-volley past a stranded 
Robinson. 
Both sides lost their way in the second half as both managers made a raft of substitutions but Rovers pulled one back with a rare shot on target eight minutes from time. 
The AEK defence went to sleep at a free-kick and allowed substitute Morten Gamst Pedersen to float in a cross that was headed home by Jones. 


match report from rovers.co.uk 

Phil Jones netted his first senior Rovers goal but it wasn't enough as they went down 2-1 to AEK Athens. 

It was a repeat of the first match of the Sydney Festival of Football as Rovers once again started slowly and paid the price when AEK scored two goals in the space of three minutes. 

The conditions didn't help either side, but Rovers grew stronger in the second half and when Jones headed a goal back with ten minutes remaining it gave them hope. 

The final minutes saw Jacobsen tee up Grant Hanley but he headed narrowly wide. 

Rovers started brightly in the pouring Sydney rain, but that early optimism was soon washed away. 

The Athens side, who finished fourth in their Superleague last season soon gained the upper hand and served notice of their intent on 19 minutes when a corner from Leonardo was met first time by Lyberopolous but 
his effort flashed the wrong side of the post. 
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That warning wasn't heeded and Rovers found themselves a goal down on 21 minutes. 

It was Australian Nathan Burns who broke from midfield, twisting and turning he took on Jones, the ball was played from right to left from one player to another but no challenge was forthcoming from a Rovers player 
and Scocco took full advantage with a shot across the goal that crept in courtesy of the far post. 

Three minutes later and the lead was doubled. Once again Rovers were caught napping when Burns and Leonardo combined to cross and Lyberopoulos swept the ball home past Robinson. 

It got worse for Rovers when Gaél Givet limped off, his place taken by Pascal Chimbonda. The Frenchman picking up a dead leg. 

Phil Jones injected some urgency into Rovers' play with a strong run from inside his own half right into the Greek's penalty box, but there wasn't a player in a blue and white shirt to latch onto the cross. 

It wasn't the friendliest of encounters, David Dunn and Makos having a running battle throughout the first half. 

The start of the second half wasn't the best either from a Rovers point of view. First half substitute Pascal Chimbonda played a poor back pass that Robinson did well to get to, but inexplicably the Rovers’ 'keeper 
chose to juggle with the ball before clearing it on the volley, fortunately Burns couldn't get a vital touch. 

Robinson redeemed himself moments later when a wonderful through ball saw nathan Burns race clear on goal, but the Rovers goalkeeper slid out to claim at the forward's feet. 

Morten Gamst Pedersen, Junior Hoilett and then Josh Morris were all introduced as Sam Allardyce shuffled his pack. 

As the rain continued to pour Rovers started to get more into the game, Keith Andrews and Phil Jones both seeing efforts blocked. 

But it was first half scorer Lyberopoulos who really should have made it 3-0 when the impressive Scocco crossed, but the AEK forward sidefooted wide from 12 yards. 

Phil Jones pulled a goal back for Rovers on 81 minutes with a strike that typified the young defender's display. A quickly taken throw between Morris and Pedersen saw the ball clipped into the area where Jones, who 
had fought tirelessly throughout, attacked the ball and headed home. 

Jones had started the game at the back but by the end of the game he was a marauding forward, and whilst he had dragged Rovers back into the game, like Sunday's encounter, they couldn't get the all important 
leveller. His fellow defender Grant Hanley spurning a great chance when heading wide a Lars Jacobsen cross in injury time. 

Rovers’ final encounter takes place this Saturday when they face hosts Sydney FC. 

ROVERS: Robinson, Jacobsen, Jones, Hanley, Givet (sub Chimbonda 39 mins), Emerton (sub Hoilett 60 mins), Andrews, Nzonzi (sub Diouf 71 mins), Olsson (sub Morris 67 mins), Dunn (sub Pedersen 57 mins), 
Roberts. 

Subs not used: Salgado, Bunn, Grella, Linganzi, Rigters. 

AEK ATHENS: Saja, Kafes, Majstorovic, Leonardo, Makos, Lagos, Burns, Scocco, Lyberopoulos, Dellas, Georgeas. 

Subs: Arabatus, Diop, Blanco, Eder, Gentzoglu, Karampelas, Jahig. 
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Sydney Festival of Football 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
28th. July 2010, 20.15 


Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales 


Sydney FC..0 v. Rangers (Scotland)..0 

half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Rangers..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 


Heavy rain 9483 


5 


GK___|Liam Reddy 
Sebastian Ryall 
Stephan Keller 
Hayden Foxe 
Scott Jamieson 
Byun Sung-Hwan 
Nicholas "Nick" Carle 
Shannon Cole MF Steven Davis 
Terence "Terry" McFlynn MF Steven Naismith 
Rhyan Grant 62 9 FW Kenneth "Kenny" Miller 
Mark Bridge 45* 11 FW Kyle Lafferty 

SUBSTITUTES 

Antony Golec 53 14 DF Jordon McMillan 

Hirofumi Moriyasu 45 12 MF John Fleck 

Ibrahima Thiam-lyane 19 FW __|Andrew Little 

Brendan Gan Seng Ling 79 15 DF Ross Perry 

Stuart Musialik 62 17 MF Gregory "Gregg" Wylde 

Duke Kofi Danning 18 MF ___|Jaimie Ness 

Matthew Jurman 1 GK___|Allan McGregor 

David Gullo 

Ivan Necevski 

Terry Antonis 

Dylan Mitchell 

lTeamManager | Team Manager [WalterSmith 

[Referee —s|MatthewBreeze 

Assistant Referee? | 

Assistant Referee 2 | 


match report from sydneyfc.com 

Hyundai A-League 2010 Champions Sydney FC played out a 0-0 draw against Scottish Champions Rangers FC in their Sydney Festival of Football match played in atrocious conditions at the Sydney Football 

Stadium on Wednesday night. 

Despite the wet conditions the Sky Blues started the better of the two sides controlling and retaining possession confidently in a much improved performance from their 5-3 loss to AEK Athens. 

The Sky Blues remain third on the Festival of Football ladder with four points. AEK lead with 13 points, followed by the Rangers with six points and Blackburn sit fourth with two points. 

“It was a much improved performance for us tonight. | want to congratulate the players of both teams and the fans for being here tonight,” Sydney FC coach Vitezslav Lavicka said. 

“We will take many positives from this performance. We will learn things and they will help us. We have tough game again on Saturday night to help us to be ready for round one of the A-League. 

“It was very hard conditions for the players. They didn't stop which is very positive for us.” 

Sydney FC takes on the Rovers to conclude the inaugural Festival of Football at the SFS on Saturday night with AEK to take on the Rangers. 

Striker Alex Brosque sat out the match after having his foot stomped on during Sunday afternoon's game against AEK Athens however the move was more of a precaution with the opening of the A-League season 
than ten days away. 

Sydney created the first chance of the game in the 17th minute when Mark Bridge brilliantly turned his defender as he controlled a low cross from Shannon Cole, however he failed to steer his shot past goalkeeper Neil 
Alexander. 

In a half of few chances, Cole, playing in a more advanced position, once again created a half chance for the Sky Blues in the 35th minute as he cut inside the Rangers defence on the right flank before his deflected 
shot went straight to Alexander. 

Sydney FC had another opportunity to take the lead in the 43rd minute when the Sky Blues were awarded a free kick, but Scott Jamieson's attempt floated over the bar. 

During the main break Vitezslav Lavicka made two changes, with traillist lbrahima Thiam getting another chance to impress as he replaced front man Mark Bridge, and Hirofumi Moriyasu coming on for Nick Carle. 

As the torrential rain continued, Rangers striker Kyle Lafferty had the first chance of the second half blasting his long range free kick over the bar. 

The Sky Blues were dealt an injury scare after 50 minutes when Swiss international Stephen Keller was substituted for Anthony Golec after a dangerous tackle from behind by Kenny Miller. 

With half-an-hour left in the game, Sydney welcomed back Stuart Musialik from injury as he replaced Rhyan Grant, who himself turned in a strong performance. 

The move proved to be a catalyst as the game sprung into action in the 65th minute as Liam Reddy dove brilliantly low down to his right to deny Maurice Edu after he got his head onto the end of a Steven Davis free 
kick. 
Moments later in the 66th minute, after a midfield breakaway by Jamieson, the ball was eventually played into Thiam who was only inches away from breaking the deadlock. His controlled right-footed shot curled 
towards the top right hand corner of the goal, only for Alexander to parry the ball away. 

Although Rangers had the better of the second half they failed to breakthrough Sydney's strong defence as the game remained all square at 0-0. 


GK Neil Alexander 
DF Steven Whittaker 
DF David Weir 

DF Kirk Broadfoot 
DF Andrew Webster 
MF Lee McCulloch 
MF Edu Maurice Edu 


= Ln) 
Sl 00] NI} | en} a] oor] 


2010.20 


Sydney FC: 0 Glasgow Rangers: 0 

Sydney FC Line-up: 1. Liam REDDY (gk), 2. Sebastian RYALL, 3. Stephan KELLER (13. Antony GOLEC 53-), 5. Hayden FOXE, 10. Nicky Carle (28 Hiro MORIYASU 45-), 12. Shannon COLE, 15. Terry MCFLYNN, 
19. Mark BRIDGE (9. Ibrahima THIAM 45-), 21. Scott JAMIESON (7. Brendan GAN 79-), 22. Sung-Hwan BYUN, 23. Rhyan GRANT (8. Stuart MUSIALIK 62-). 

Substitutes Not Used: 11. Kofi DANNING, 17. Matt Jurman, 18. David GULLO, 20. lvan NECEVSKI (gk), 24. Terry ANTONIS, 30. Dylan MITCHELL (gk). 

Glasgow Rangers Line-up: 25. Neil ALEXANDER (gk), 2. Steven WHITTAKER, 3. David WEIR, 4. Kirk BROADFOOT, 5. Andy WEBSTER, 6. Lee MCCULLOCH (14. Jordon MCMILLAN 84-), 7. Maurice EDU, 

8. Steven DAVIS, 9. Kenny MILLER (12. John FLECK 61-), 10. Steven NAISMITH, 11. Kyle LAFFERTY (19. Andrew LITTLE 80-) 

Substitutes Not Used: 15. Ross PERRY, 17. Gregg WYLDE, 18. Jaimie Ness, 1. Alan MCGREGOR (gk). 

Yellow Cards: Kenny MILLER 48- 

Referee: Matthew Breeze at the Sydney Football Stadium 
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Sydney Festival of Football 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales 
AEK Athens (Greece)..1 v. Rangers (Scotland)..0 
half time, AEK Athens..0 v. Rangers..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution E Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution 


31st. July 2010, 17.00 15237 


GK Diego Sebastian Saja GK Allan McGregor 
DF Steven Whittaker 
DF Nikolaos "Nikos" Karabelas DF Madjid Bougherra 
DF David Weir 

DF Kirk Broadfoot 
MF Lee McCulloch 
MF Steven Naismith 
MF Steven Davis 
Rafik Djebbour MF Edu Maurice Edu 
Ismael Blanco FW ___|Kyle Lafferty 
Nikolaos "Nikos" Liberopoulos FW Kenneth "Kenny" Miller 


Nathan Burns MF John Fleck 

FW __ |Andrew Little 

GK Neil Alexander 

DF Jordon McMillan 

MF Gregory "Gregg" Wylde 
MF Jaimie Ness 

Ross Perry 


Team Coach Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager Walter Smith 
Matthew Breeze 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from rangers.co.uk 

Rangers’ stay at the Sydney Festival of Football has ended with a defeat after they suffered an unfortunate 1-0 defeat to AEK Athens. 

Australian player Nathan Burns was the scorer in the second half - but only after the Light Blues had spurned a number of good chances to go ahead themselves. 
The Scottish team pulled the strings in this one for large spells of the contest, enjoying plenty of possession and playing some slick football. 

But they couldn't turn their possession into goals and although their performance was good, they will have been disappointed not to end their trip Down Under with a win. 
Now the 53-times champions will return to Scotland tomorrow for some final tuning against Clyde and Newcastle in the coming days. 

After that a Rangers XI will visit Glentoran in Belfast then all eyes will be on Ibrox and the big league kick off against Kilmarnock on August 14. 

Walter Smith made two changes to the team that drew 0-0 with Sydney on Wednesday, with one enforced due to a slight knock suffered by Andy Webster. 
Fit-again Madjid Bougherra replaced him at centre-half, with Allan McGregor also coming back into goals at Neil Alexander's expense. 

The state of the park was always likely to be an issue after it was battered by rain during the week. 

And as he inspected the surface before play got underway, manager Smith clearly looked unhappy with what his team would be performing on. 

His side didn't seem too comfortable with it in the early stages either as Athens dictated the opening exchanges. 

They went close with their first genuine opportunity, a 30-yard free kick which was curled just wide by Nikos Lyberopoulos after a foul by Steven Naismith. 

The same player had another go from a similar distance moments later but McGregor got down well to smother it without being troubled too much 

Blanco also had a shot blocked from close range as the Greeks had the best of it initially - but Gers soon came back into the game. 

John Fleck was introduced as a replacement for Kyle Lafferty after just 28 minutes, with the Ulsterman suffering an apparent groin injury. 

And his arrival sparked a wind of change, with Rangers soon taking control and creating a number of good opportunities. 

Kenny Miller had already gone close with a glancing header moments earlier after Steven Whittaker's pinpoint delivery. 

That duo combined again to create another opening but the striker failed to connect. If he had, he'd surely have made it 1-0. 

Undeterred, the Ibrox outfit continued to come forward and Lee McCulloch was on target from distance but his drive was smothered by keeper Sebastian Saja. 
McCulloch almost netted once more with a header but was just wide, with Bougherra guilty of the same soon after. 

If the Algerian's miss then would have been looked upon as unfortunate, he'd have got less sympathy from his team-mates for missing his next attempt. 

The chance came his way through a comedy of errors which began with Naismith's long-range shot which barely trundled into the area. 

Miller tried to help it goalwards but failed and it fell at Mo Edu's feet instead, but his shot was tame and easily blocked. 

The rebound fell to Bougherra and when it seemed he would finally put it in, he succeeded only in scooping over the crossbar from four yards instead. 

It was a poor miss and after claims for a penalty when Whittaker was brought down were waved away, Gers went into half-time wondering how they weren't ahead. 
Rangers continued to have plenty of the ball after the restart but they still couldn't find a way past Saja. 

He was playing well and commanding his box so while Edu was a threat in the air against Blackburn and Sydney, the keeper eliminated any danger of the same happening again. 
Miller did manage to nod towards the target but missed it then came close with an improvised scissor kick that Saja had to react to smartly. 
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The forward had another shot from a clever Fleck free kick blocked before Edu and McCulloch's follow-up attempts were also cut out. 

It seemed a goal was coming as Gers laid siege to their opponents - yet when the deadlock was broken it was AEK who took the lead. 

They lifted their tempo only briefly but it was for long enough to allow replacement Burns to connect with Nikolaos Karabelas' cross and head past McGregor. 

Athens had chances to extend their lead, with Rafik Djebbour twice through on the Scotland keeper only to be denied on each occasion. 

At the other end the Light Blues were perhaps guilty of trying to walk the ball in at times and up against a well-drilled defence, doing that was always going to be difficult. 
Full-time heralded a first pre-season defeat for Gers but the purpose of this trip was to hone sharpness and make progress ahead of the competitive campaign. 

That has been achieved so while there's no silverware to show for the stay in Sydney, Smith's men are undoubtedly heading in the right direction. 

RANGERS: McGregor; Whittaker, Bougherra, Weir, Broadfoot; McCulloch; Naismith, Davis, Edu, Lafferty (Fleck 28); Miller (Little 75). 

SUBS NOT USED: Alexander, McMillan, Wylde, Ness, Perry. 
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Sydney Festival of Football 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 15237 
New South Wales 


half time, Sydney FC..1 v. Blackburn Rovers..2 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK___|Liam Reddy 38 GK___|Mark Bunn 

Sebastian Ryall 27 DF Michel Salgado 

Antony Golec DF Martin Olsson 

Scott Jamieson DF Ryan Nelsen (c ) 

Byun Sung-Hwan DF Gaél/ Givet-Viaros 

Stuart Musialik 65 MF Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 

Nicholas "Nick" Carle 76 MF Brett Emerton 

Shannon Cole MF David Dunn 

Terence "Terry" McFlynn 62 12 MF Morten Gamst Pedersen 

Alex Brosque 82 15 MF Steven N'Zonzi 

Mark Bridge 80 18 FW El-Hadji Ousseynou Diouf 
SUBSTITUTES 
Hirofumi Moriyasu 65 39 DF Pascal Chimbonda 
Rhyan Grant 76 DF Grant Hanley 
Terry Antonis 82 MF Keith Andrews 
Brendan Gan Seng Ling 62 MF __|Junior Hoilett 
Duke Kofi Danning 80 DF Philip "Phil" Jones 
Matthew Jurman GK Paul Robinson 
David Gullo DF Lars Jacobsen 
Ivan Necevski MF ___|Amine Linganzi Koumba 
Dylan Mitchell MF ___|Joshua Morris 
FW Maceo Rigters 
Team Coach | eam Coach 
[Referee [Ben Williams 
Assistant Referee1 | 
Assistant Referee 2 | 


match report from rovers.com.uk 

Rovers ended the Sydney Festival of Football as runners up after defeating Sydney FC 2-1 in their final game. 

After slow starts in the previous matches against Rangers and eventual winners AEK Athens, Rovers were quick out of the blocks against hosts Sydney. 

Chances came and went for Rovers, but eventually the deadlock was broken on 37 minutes when Sydney native Brett Emerton controlled Nzonzi's flick with his chest before firing home from close range. 

The second half saw Rovers double their lead when substitute Junior Hoilett crossed and Morten Gamst Pedersen bundled the ball home. 

Alex Brosque gave the home fans some cheer when he finished a flowing move to reduce arrears with nine minutes to go, but despite a couple of late scares, they held on to claim the win. 

Sam Allardyce chose to shuffle his pack once again for the third and final match of the Sydney Festival of Football, and from the very start they were sprightly against the host team. 

Just sixty seconds were on the clock when Rovers fashioned their first chance, El-Hadji Diouf doing well down the left to find the overlapping Olsson, but the Swede's shot from a tight angle was well saved by Liam 
Reddy in the Sydney FC goal. 

Two minutes later and Ryan Nelsen was a whisker away from connecting with a Morten Gamst Pedersen free-kick, the Rovers captain dived full length but just couldn't reach the ball into the box. 

Rovers continued to pour forward at every opportunity, Pedersen saw a free-kick land on the roof of the net, then from another delivery from the Norwegian into the box, Steven Nzonzi saw a header cleared off the line. 
Creating more chances in the opening fifteen minutes than in the previous two games, Salgado then struck the bar with a centre before Pedersen shot wide with a right-footed effort. 

At the other end of the pitch goalkeeper Mark Bunn had been barely called upon, but that changed on 16 minutes when a cross from the left picked out Nick Carle at the near post, but Bunn was down quickly to 
thwart the danger. 

Diouf and Olsson both sent over teasing crosses that Pedersen couldn't convert, but finally after knocking on the door, they finally broke it down on 37 minutes. 

Gael Givet sent over a free-kick from half way, Steven Nzonzi flicked the ball backwards with his head and Brett Emerton was free in the six yard box to control the ball on his chest before turning and firing past Reddy. 
Some inconsistent refereeing threatened to spoil the match, Dunn and Grella on the end of some strange officiating, but at the break there was no denying Rovers deserved their lead. 

Rovers were unchanged at the start of the second half, but they soon made changes as all three Antipodean players - Vince Grella, Brett Emerton and Ryan Nelsen made way, Phil Jones, Grant Hanley and Junior 
Hoilett coming on to replace. 

Hoilett was immediately into the thick of the action as he laid the ball neatly back to Dunn but his effort was blocked. Then Phil Jones was involved as he crossed from the right for Morten Gamst Pedersen, but his flick 
was well saved at the near post. 

But on 65 minutes hosts Sydney should have been level, sharp passing play saw Mick Carle advance into the area, he unselfishly squared it for Mark Bridge but his sidefoot across the area saw the ball go wide. 
Sydney were to regret that missed chance when just 90 seconds later Rovers doubled their lead. 

Junior Hoilett twisted and turned on the left to make space for the cross, Keith Andrews flicked the ball on, Reddy in the Sydney goal couldn't hold onto the deflection and Morten Gamst Pedersen was on hand to 
bundle the ball over the line. 


31st. July 2010, 19.15 
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Slack play by Rovers allowed Sydney back into the match on 81 minutes, firstly Jones was slow to close down his man, then Andrews allowed his to run free as Brendan Gan fed Alex Brosque in the area, the Sydney 
midfielder curling the ball past Bunn into the far corner. 

That set up a lively ending to the game, Shannon Cole thought he had evened up the scores with a thunderbolt effort from 20 yards. The ball looked to be arrowing into the far top corner until Mark Bunn pulled off a 
superb fingertip save. Nerves were jangling from the resultant corner, but Rovers just about cleared their lines. 

Whilst Rovers ended the game jittery, the victory meant they ended the tournament runners-up behind winners AEK Athens. 

The team jet back to the UK on Sunday, spending a week at Brockhall training before the weekend matches against Hearts and Celtic in Scotland. 

SYDNEY FC: Reddy, Ryall, Musialik (sub Moriyasu 65 mins), Carle (sub Grant 76 mins), Cole, Golec, Brosque (sub Antonis 82 mins), McFlynn (sub Gan 62 mins), Bridge (sub Danning 80 mins), Jamieson, Byun. 
Subs not used: Jurman, Gullo, Necevski, Mitchell. 

ROVERS: Bunn, Salgado (sub Chimbonda 71 mins), Olsson, Nelsen (sub Hanley 58 mins), Givet, Grella (sub Jones 57 mins), Emerton (sub Hoilett 57 mins), Dunn (sub Andrews 66 mins), Pedersen, Diouf, Nzonzi. 
Subs not used: Robinson, Jacobsen, Linganzi, Morris, Rigters. 

Attendance: 15,237 


dailymail.com.uk 

Brett Emerton and Morten Gamst Pedersen got the goals as Blackburn finished their Australia tour with a win over Sydney FC. 

With 37 minutes gone Gael Givet hit a long ball which Steven N'Zonzi flicked on and Emerton controlled before firing in the opener. 

Half an hour later Rovers extended their lead when Junior Hoilett set up Keith Andrews whose effort was spilled by Sydney keeper Liam Reddy and Pedersen netted the loose ball. 
Alex Brosque pulled a goal back when he was given too much time in the area with nine minutes remaining. 

Mark Bunn kept his side's lead intact three minutes later with a save from Shannon Cole. 
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2011 


2011 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Date & Time Venue Weather 


2nd. March 2011, 20.00 Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, Good and cool 22C 7095 
New South Wales 


Sydney FC..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings (Korea Republic)..2 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings..0 


ioal Yellow Time of ‘oal Yellow Time o 
Position Name ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution No. Position ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution 


START LIST 


Liam Reddy Jung Sung-Ryong 
Stephan Keller Yang Sang-Min 
Scott Jamieson Hwang Jae-Won 
Sebastian Ryall Mato Neretljak 
Matthew Jurman Park Jong-Jin 
Stuart Musialik Yeom Ki-Hun 

; 

[| 

; 

[| 

js — 1} 


Terry McFlynn | 14 | MF |OhBeom-Seok | 
| 8 | MF [LeeSangHo CT 8 
po | MF OhdangEun TT 
| 6 | MF [LeeYongRae | 
P70 | FW [ChoiSung-Kuk(c) TT 


Dimitri Petratos Lee Hyun-Jin 

Mark Bridge Woo Seung-Je 

Andrew Durante Kwak Hee-Je 

Ivan Necevski Lee Jong-Sung 

Rhyan Grant Bérgson Silveira da Silva 

Joel Chianese Wando da Costa Silva 

az [ OF | shannon Cota =} 3] 
Team Coach Vitézslav Lavicka 


Team Manager David Mason Team Manager Kim Jin-Hoon 
Referee Abdul bin Abdul Bashir (Singapore) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Jeffrey Goh Gek Pheng (Singapore) 

Assistant Referee 2 |Haja Maidin bin Peer Mohamed (Singapore) 


match report from Matt Collard, Sydney FC 

Sydney FC opened their AFC Champions League campaign with a tense 0-0 draw against Suwon Samsung Bluewings at the Sydney Football Stadium on Wednesday night. 

A red card to Sky Blues skipper Terry McFlynn in the 33rd minute put the home side on the back foot but Sydney defiantly fought off persistent and dangerous attacks from the Korean powerhouse side to claim a 
valuable point and also came close to snatching a late winner. 

The Sky Blues next match is against Japanese giants Kashima Antlers on Wednesday 16 March at the Kashima Soccer Stadium (7pm local time kick-off) 

"We showed great character tonight. We played most of the game with a man down and we never gave up and pushed hard. | am very proud of the players,” Coach Vitezslav Lavicka said. 

"We weren't surprised by the physical play tonight. We have a high respect for Suwon. They have a very strong team. We stayed compact and we showed true fight and character. This makes me very happy.” 
Both sides started nervously and Sydney FC were almost made to pay in the 8th minute when Scott Jamieson underestimated the time he had in possession. Lee Sangho swiftly stole the ball and played a defence- 
splitting pass to release Choi Sung Kuk, but the 28-year-old striker blasted over the crossbar. 

Once settled the creativity was evident for the Sky Blues with skilful back-heels and diagonal runs and the home-side had delivered a warning to the Korean side, demanding respect and the Bluewing’s full focus in 
defence. 
Sangho had another opportunity to grab the lead but he struck his header straight at Liam Reddy and only moments later Sung Kuk displayed his speed before delivering a cross to Lee Yong Rae who couldn't control 
his first-time shot. 
The match was turned on its head in the 33rd minute when McFlynn received a straight red card for stepping on Yang Sang Min’s elbow. The incident looked accidental as McFlynn tried to jump over the Suwon left 
back but despite the intentions the Northern Irishman made contact and thus the referee had his hands tied. 

The decision did not unsettle Sydney's composure as they tried to fight back almost immediately with a Jamieson free-kick going just wide in the 39th minute. 

Sydney continued pressuring and began to find a steady and sustainable rhythm, Hiro Moriyasu’s low drive was well saved by Korean international Jung Sungryong. 

Just a minute later on the stroke of half-time Yeom Ki Hun had a free-kick just outside the box but his effort was also saved by Reddy. 

The visitors began the second half with attacking intentions emphasised by two golden chances in the 50th minute. Sang Min had a ferocious effort saved and Oh Jangeuns overhead kick from the resulting corner 
whizzed just over the crossbar. 

Four minutes after and Ki Hun also had an effort fly over after he beat two Sydney defender with a run cutting back inside. 
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Suwon continued pushing with their one man advantage, only briefly halted by occasional Sydney attacks. The home side looked tired and struggled to effectively counter-attack after withstanding long periods of 
pressure and sitting very deep. 

The Sky Blues often found themselves surrounded by Bluewing defenders as they kept a well structured defence and offered limited space for Sydney to exploit. 

Sydney signalled its intentions with the inclusion of Mark Bridge for Moriyasu and despite being a man down the home side weren't going to accept a draw or sit back and allow Suwon to dominate. 

Sydney began to push on and Stuart Musialik emphasised the change in direction with a volleyed effort but failed to hit the target. 

Both sides were eager for the points and Suwon almost took all three when Croatian defender Mato Neretljak struck his sweetly hit free-kick just wide. 

Moments later it was Sydney with an effort going wide as Keller looked to snatch the winner. 

Sydney attacked with will and determination in the closing minutes as the loyal home supporters urged their team to snatch a win. Bridge forced a nervous save in the 92nd minute that had the fans on their feet, but 
Sungryong did well to stop the shot and the referee called time. 

Sydney FC: 0 Suwon Samsung Bluewings FC: 0 

Sydney FC line-up: 1. Liam REDDY (gk), 2. Sebastian RYALL (5. Andrew DURANTE 81'), 3. Stephan KELLER, 6. Hirofumi MORIYASU (19. Mark BRIDGE 77’), 8. Stuart MUSIALIK, 9. Bruno CAZARINE, 

10. Nick CARLE, 14. David WILLIAMS (24. Dimitri PETRATOS 70’), 15. Terry McFLYNN, 17. Matthew JURMAN, 21. Scott JAMIESON. 

Substitutes Not Used: 12. Shannon COLE, 20. lvan NECEVSKI (gk), 23. Rhyan GRANT, 26. Joel CHIANESE. 

Yellow Cards: 17. Matthew JURMAN 84".. 

Red Cards: 15. Terry McFLYNN 33'. 

Suwon Samsung Bluewings FC line-up: 1. Sung Ryong JUNG, 2. Mato NERETLJAK, 3. Sang Min YANG, 6. Yong Rae LEE, 8. Sang Ho LEE (22. Seung Jea WOO 62’), 9. Jang Eun OH, 10. Sung Kuk CHOI (c) 
(29. Hee Ju KWAK 78'), 14. Beom Seok OH, 18. Jong Jin PARK (12. Hyun Jin LEE 46’), 24. Jae Won HWANG, 26. Ki Hun YEOM. 

Substitutes Not Used: 7. Wando DA COSTA SILVA, 11. BERGSON, 21. Dae Hwan KIM (gk), 33. Jong Sung LEE 

Yellow Cards: 8. Sang Ho LEE 33’, 2. Mato NERETLJAK 38’. 

Referee: Abdul Mailk Abdul Bashir (Singapore). 

Crowd: 7 095 at the Sydney Football Stadium, Sydney. 


The reverse group match was played on 3rd May 2011 at the Suwon World Cup Stadium, Suwon - score:- Suwon Samsung Bluewings..3 v. Sydney FC..1 
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Date & Time 


2011 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Venue 


Weather Temperature 


15th. March 2011, 19.30 


Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 


(Etihad Stadium) 


Good 18C 


Attendance 
4825 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Jeju United (Korea Republic)..2 


Name 


half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Jeju United..1 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Red Card 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
substitution 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


substitution No. Position 


START LIST 


Michael Petkovic 
Adrian Leijer 
Matthew Kemp 


1 GK 
Kang Min-Hyuk 


Ma Chul-Jun 


Kevin Muscat 
Tom Pondeljak 


Kim Tae-Min 
Hong Jeong-Ho 


Grant Brebner 


Park Hyun-Beom 


Surat Sukha 


Kim Young-Shin 


Marvin Angulo Borbon 
Archie Thompson 


Lee Hyun-Ho 
Kim Eun-Jung 


Daniel "Danny" Allsopp 


Matthew Foschini 
Blagoja Celeski 


Bae Ki-Jong 


SUBSTITUTES 
Choi Won-Kwon es es ee ee 


Kang Soo-I/ 


Leigh Broxham 


Shin Young-Rok 


Rodrigo Vargas 


MF ___|Diogo Alves Ferreira 


Tando Velaphi 


21 GK 
29 FW |LeeSang-Hyup TT 
35 FW _|Kwon Yong-Nam fa eee 


rs ee ee 
75 
Han Dong-Jin 
ee 
a 


Team Coach 


Mehmet Durakovic 


Team Coach 


Park Kyung-Hoon 


Team Manager 


Gary Cole 


Team Manager 


Hwang Gwangjin 


Subkhiddin Mohd Salleh (Malaysia) 
Mohd Sabri bin Mat Daud (Malaysia) 
Mohd Kamil bin Tumin (Malaysia) 


match report from abc 

Melbourne Victory faces another early exit from the Asian Champions League after an insipid 2-1 defeat to Korean opponents Jeju United at Docklands on Tuesday evening. 

Coming off a 5-1 hammering to Japanese big names Gamba Osaka, the sluggish Victory fell short of a much-needed triumph and remain bottom of Group E with a tough trip to Tianjin, China in three weeks time. 
Playing in front of an extremely poor home crowd attendance, Victory looked to put the recent departure of foundation coach Ernie Merrick behind them when Danny Allsopp opened the scoring against the run of play 
in the 37th minute with a wonderful, curling left foot strike. 

But Melbourne's defensive frailties came to the fore again as Jeju equalised just four minutes later when Hyun-Bem Park struck home from a corner after some poor work by Isaka Cernak and goalkeeper Michael 
Petkovic. 

Victory, adopting a midfield diamond in a new 4-4-2 system under caretaker coach Mehmet Durakovic, were not without their chances after the break and looked more threatening following the introduction of Carlos 
Hernandez with just over half an hour to play. 

But the hosts left themselves susceptible at the back and a fantastic angled run, turn and shot by Hyun-Ho Lee clinched the win for Jeju with six minutes remaining. 

"It's certainly going to be uphill from here, we knew we had to get a result," Victory captain Kevin Muscat told Fox Sports after the match. 

"We persevered and we tried to win, unfortunately we conceded soon after we got our first goal that put us ahead. 

"We couldn't hold on to our lead long enough to put them under pressure." 
Muscat said his side did not have any excuses for another failed Asian campaign, after not making it out of the group stages in 2008 and 2010. 
The veteran skipper said his side was not off the pace but guilty of falling asleep in conceding the deciding goal. 

"You come up against quality sides and you can't switch off," he said. 
"The second goal, Kempy [Matthew Kemp] switched off for a split second and you get punished, you concede a goal and unfortunately it was the winner for tonight." 

Durakovic said post-match he thought his side played well and showed signs his plans to introduce a sharp, quick-passing game - not too unlike the one that led Brisbane Roar to the A-League title - could be easily 
embraced. 
But in truth the Victory, with seven starting players over the age of 30 and without Socceroo Robbie Kruse, lacked the necessary pace and ability to execute his optimistic new style. 

Tom Pondeljak and Grant Brebner at either ends of the diamond were often outclassed on the ball by their opponents while Cernak had a solid debut for the Victory but was unsuited to his wider role going forward. 
Archie Thompson, Allsopp and Hernandez showed they still shared a tremendous understanding but clear-cut chances were at a premium. 

Melbourne also had a hellish time defending set pieces as well as playing the ball out from the back in the new formation. 

Melbourne Victory: 1 (D Allsopp 37') Jeju United: 2 (H Park 41', H Lee 84') 
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match report from foxsports 

The sacking of coach Ernie Merrick has not changed Melbourne Victory's Asian Champions League fortunes, with the club losing 2-1 to South Korea's Jeju United at Etihad Stadium. 

Two-time A-League championship coach Ernie Merrick was cut on Saturday, after overseeing a 5-1 thrashing by Gamba Osaka in Victory's first group match. 

But they were outclassed again under caretaker Mehmet Durakovic, leaving little hope of reaching the ACL knockout stages for the first time in three attempts. 

But the new coach said his team played well given the limited time he had to prepare them. 

"| couldn't be any prouder of them, they gave it all they got," he said. 

Two mistakes and two goals, another set piece we should have cleared, it's a bit hard to take." 

Aside from one early botched half-chance to Melbourne striker Danny Allsopp, the visitors dominated the first 30 minutes. 

Victory were lucky that Jeju had several near-misses among their frequent, early attacking moves. 

The most fortunate escape came in the 20th minute, when a Jeju goal-bound shot ricocheted off the shoulder of Melbourne's Marvin Angulo, on the line. 

It appeared a matter of time until Jeju scored, but instead Allsopp capitalised first from a rare Victory chance. 

It was beautifully-constructed, starting with a clever intercept by captain Adrian Leijer. 

He passed to Tom Pondeljak, who threaded it to Archie Thompson in the box, the striker laying off to fellow frontman Allsopp, who sidestepped the defence, then netted a left-footer. 

Victory's lead lasted just four minutes, before their customary vulnerability at set pieces surfaced - a failed corner clearance allowing Jeju's Park Hyunbem a simple finish. 

The second half started like the first, with 'keeper Michael Petkovic kept busy. 

The veteran had enough tentative moments for the small crowd of 4,825 to cheer at one point when he took a ball cleanly. 

Still, Melbourne almost regained the lead after a clever through-ball from substitute Carlos Hernandez found Thompson one-out with the ‘keeper, but the star striker's 61st-minute shot rolled wide. 

Eventually Jeju's attack capitalised on their control, Lee Hyunho receiving a cross between veteran Victory defenders Kevin Muscat and Matthew Kemp in the 84th minute, to seal the win which left Melbourne last in 
their group. 

Jeju coach Park Gyeong Hoon said he was very happy to win, particularly as his team played just a few days earlier in their domestic league and were missing some of their best players to injury and suspension. 


The reverse group match was played on 11th May 2011 at the Jeju World Cup Stadium, Jeju - score:- Jeju United..1 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
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2011 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
6th. April 2011, 20.00 Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, Cloudy and cool 19C 7007 
New South Wales 


Sydney FC..1 v. Shanghai Shenhua (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Sydney FC..1 v. Shanghai Shenhua..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
(minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) substitution 
START LIST 


22 GK_ [Qiu Shengjiong a ee ee ee 
Stephan Keller 


5 DF Dai Lin 
Scott Jamieson 3 DF Xin Feng 


es 
Sebastian Ryall 21 MF Facundo Pérez Castro 
Sant celal — el we = a ees ee ae ae 
Stuart Musialik (¢ 20 MF Wu Xi 
11 MI 
13 7 MF 


Liam Reddy 


Hirofumi Moriyasu IF Song Boxuan 

Nick Carle Feng Renliang 

David Williams MF Cao Yunding 

Mark Bridge FW ___|Luis Salmeron 

Bruno Cazarine Constantino FW Duvier Riascos Barahona 


Shannon Cole Wen Huyi 


16 MF 
G02 75 | 36 | mF —|zheng Wel | |__| 70] 
[—31__| DF __|Abdutkader Dakka_| | _ 
a ea ae eT 
[2 _|_DF Xiong Fei__| | __ 
ivan NecevsKi [97 [iF ran Lingjiang | 
Joel Chianese [29 [DF [Qiu Tianyi_ SSCS SC Cd Cd 


Team Coach Vitézslav Lavicka Team Coach Xi Zhikang 

Team Manager David Mason Team Manager Yan Xiang 

Referee Abdullah Al Bloushi (Qatar, 
JJ }SJ J YJ }+YJY Y Y Y,S}SYJSJSJ JY+S>J}J}J}J}J}J}SJYJS}Y}>J>JS>S]HHIIHANWNqJ! 
Pf 


Brendan Gan Seng Ling 


NDS 
i) 


5 
a 


7 
= 


Assistant Referee 1 | Waleed Al Mannai (Qatar) 


ees 
Assistant Referee 2 [Hassan Al Thawadi (Qatar) ———— | 


match report from sydeyfc 

Sydney FC and Shanghai Shenhua have played out an entertaining 1-1 draw in Match Day three of the 2011 AFC Champions League at the Sydney Football Stadium on Wednesday night. 

Stand-in captain Stuart Musialik led from the front as he controlled the midfield from deep with controlled balls and dominating the space and despite going down a goal in just the sixth minute, the Sky Blues quickly 
levelled. 

However with Shanghai then flooding back in defence, Sydney FC couldn't snare the elusive winner. 

Sydney FC now have a must win home game against Japan's Kashima Antlers — their third and final home fixture — next Wednesday night at the SFS (8pm kick-off). 

“Firstly we didn't start the game well but we fought back quickly. We kept possession for most of the game but could not finish off in attack,” Sydney FC coach Vitezslav Lavicka said. 

“| think we did plenty of good crossing in the game but we weren't good enough to penetrate. They blocked many attempts. They were dangerous when we attacked as they had two players drop back to get us on the 
counter attack." 
“We created chances but we expected more than one point from this game.” 

The attacking philosophy from Lavicka allowed the Sky Blues to play with flair and authority as David Williams, Mark Bridge and Nicky Carle terrorised the Shanghai defence. 

It was a horrid start for the Sky Blues when Luis Salmeron beat a rushing Matthew Jurman to a header and released Duvier Riascos. The 2010 Chinese Super League top scorer had his shot deflect off Sebastian 
Ryall and past a helpless Liam Reddy to send the home crowd into shock 

Though it was a mistake not dwelled on by Sydney and in the 12th minute it was Musialik, with the captain's armband, who stood up and re-ignited his side with a superb ball from deep to Cazarine on the edge of the 
area. The Brazilian controlled and played a ball across the edge of the box to Nick Carle who made no mistake with his first-time shot. 

The stand-in skipper followed it up minutes- later with a magnificent chip to put Hiro Moriyasu through on goal but the midfielder couldn't convert the chance. 

Musialik's spark lifted the home-side as he continued to control the match from a deep role in midfield. The reassurance of the captain's solidarity allowed the attacking four to play with a certain flair and creativity 
they have not always been able to express. 

David Williams pace and energy on the right wing was a fresh breath the Sky Blues needed to expand in attack and he consistently terrorised substitute When Huyi. His pressing allowed him space which led to a 
double stop from the Shanghai defence as they only just hung on. 

The five week break left few signs of rust on the Sydney attack but Shanghai also showed signs of potent with counter-attacks that left the Sky Blues chasing shadows. Feng Renliang almost made Sydney pay or 
missed chances when he struck the post in the 38th minute and just moments later had a superb chance well saved by Reddy. 

Though the visitors still sat deep and had the Sky Blues attack run rings around them with cheeky back heel's and lay-offs. The inside runs from Bridge and Williams caused havoc as they latched onto balls held up 
by Cazarine and Bridge nearly took the lead with a well-struck shot only just stopped. 

But despite their dominance with 60% of possession, Sydney couldn't convert the chances and it was all square at the break. 

The Columbian striker Riascos nearly snatched a brace but struck his volley straight at Reddy after the ball fell to him after Renliang got the better of Ryall. 

But Cazarine followed this up with an opportunity of his own when he controlled a cross with his chest to release himself on goal, but he couldn't get his attempt on target. 

The visitors managed to claw their way back into the encounter with a high line and more movement off the ball. Rather than allow Sydney to press on with a deep line and slow transition, Shanghai tried to take the 


2011.5 


game to Sydney. 

But the home-side still had control of the game and had chances to snatch the lead through Moriyasu and Stephan Keller but both opportunities- fell right to Xin Feng. 

The momentum of the match was continuously halted as the Shanghai players went down injured, but this only fired up the already agitated home crowd as they watched chance after chance pass by without 
significance. 
Sydney FC: 1 (CARLE 12') Shanghai Shenhua FC: 1 (RIASCOS 6’) 

Sydney FC line-up: 1. Liam REDDY (gk), 2. Sebastian RYALL (12. Shannon COLE 64’), 3. Stephan KELLER, 6. Hirofumi MORIYASU, 8. Stuart MUSIALIK (c), 9. Bruno CAZARINE (24. Dimitrios PETRATOS 74’), 
10. Nick CARLE, 14. David WILLIAMS (23. Rnyan GRANT 90’), 17. Matthew JURMAN, 19. Mark BRIDGE, 21. Scott JAMIESON. 

Substitutes Not Used: 5. Andrew DURANTE, 7. Brendan GAN, 20. lvan NECEVSKI (gk), 26. Joel CHIANESE. 

Yellow Cards: 19. Mark BRIDGE 86', 24. Dimitrios PETRATOS 90+5’. 

Goals: 10. Nick CARLE 12’. 

Shanghai Shenhua FC line-up: 22. QIU Shengjiong (gk), 3. XIN Feng, 5. DAI Lin (c), 7. FENG Renliang, 8. RIASCOS Barahona Duvier Orlando (31. Abulkader DEKA 89’), 9. SALMERON Luis Angel, 

10. JIANG Kun (36. ZHENG Wei 70'), 11. SONG Boxuan (16. WEN Huyi 19’), 20. WU Xi, 21. Perez CASTRO, 28. CAO Yunding. 

Substitutes Not Used: 1. DONG Lei (gk), 2. XIONG Fei, 17. FAN Lingjiang, 29. QIU Tianyi. 

Yellow Cards: 8. RIASCOS Barahona Duvier Orlando 21', 9. SALMERON Luis Angel 45+1', 36. ZHENG Wei 79’, 20. WU Xi 83’. 

Goals: 8. RIASCOS Barahona Duvier Orlando 6’. 

Referee: Abdullah BALOUSHI (Qatar). 

Crowd: 7,007 at the Sydney Football Stadium, Sydney. 


The reverse group match was played on 19th April 2011 at the Hongkou Stadium, Shanghai - score:- Shanghai Shenhua..2 v. Sydney FC..3 
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2011 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time 
13th. April 2011, 20.00 


Position 


Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, Fine, rain for 20 minutes at 44 minutes 20C 7320 
New South Wales 


Sydney FC..0 v. Kashima Antlers (Japan)..3 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Kashima Antlers..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
(minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) substitution 


Liam Reddy 
Stephan Keller 


iw] 
7 


START LIST 
21 GK__ [Hitoshi Sogahata [a 


Scott Jamieson 


3 DF Daiki lwamasa 
7 DF Toru Araiba 


Stuart Musialik 


es 
Shannon Cole 15 DF Takeshi Aoki 
RhyanG aa ——— Kol ata = = — —— eee ore 
Rhyan Grant 6 MF Koji Nakata 
40 MF 
80 8 MF 


Mitsuo Ogasawara 


Hirofumi Moriyasu 


Takuya Nozawa 


Mark Bridge 


Fellype Gabriel de Mello e Silva 


Bruno Cazarine Constantino 


Carlos "Carlao" de Souza Silva 


Dimitri Petratos 


Shinzo Koroki 


SUBSTITUTES 


Andrew Durante 
FW ___|Kofi Danning 
FW ___|Joel Chianese 
IF 
iF 


M Brendan Gan Seng Ling 
Ivan Necevski 

Di Nathan Sherlock 

MF Jared Lum 


Q 
: 


5 


Team Coach Vitézslav Lavi¢ka 


46 10 MF Masashi Motoyama 
Po 80 FW iYazoTashiro CT 9042 
Poot GK TetsuSugiyama CT 
pow YyaOsako CT 
Po ChikashiMasuda dT 
Po 2 Genshofi 
Di [asushindo dT CC CCC CCC 


Team Manager David Mason 


Assistant Referee 1 | Hamed Al Mayahi (Oman, 


Team Coach Oswaldo de Oliveira Filho 
Team Manager Nagaishi Hiroyuki 
Referee Ali Al Badwawi (United Arab Emirates, 
SSS] ] 
PO 


PT 
Assistant Referee 2 [Reza Sokhandan (Islamic Republic of Iran) —————— || 


match report from keepup 
Sydney FC’s AFC Champions League campaign is in tatters 


the competition. 
Vitezslav Lavicka’s side remain on two points from their first 


Both sides had played just one match each in the last month 
The first 35 minutes were a dour affair with Sydney creating t 


The crafty midfielder fed a nice ball through to Shinzoh in the 
hand to put away the rebound. 
Sydney almost hit back within a minute when Mark Bridge go’ 


Kashima were content to sit back and protect their lead after 


Sydney FC 0 Kashima Antlers 3 (Nozawa 41m, Gabriel 54m 
Crowd: 7320 


after they slumped to a disappointing 3-0 defeat to the Kashima Antlers at the Sydney Football Stadium on Wednesday night. 


The Sky Blues were stung by goals from Kashima midfielders Takuya Nozawa and Gabriel, while striker Kohrogi Shinzoh struck in stoppage time to complete the rout as Sydney suffered their first ever home loss in 


And it would appear to be a terminal one for their hopes of progressing to the knockout phase of the tournament. 


hree group games, three behind top two Kashima and Suwon, but will play their final three matches all on the road. 


Sydney tried hard and were constantly looking for ways to unlock the Kashima defence but they clearly missed the creative ability and goal-scoring threat of injured duo Nicky Carle and David Williams. 
The victory was the first of the year for Kashima and will bring plenty of joy to their fans back home who have endured a tumultuous time since the earthquake and tsunami disaster hit Japan in March. 


and it showed in a scrappy first half with little in the way of goal-scoring opportunities. 
he only genuine chance of note which fell to striker Bruno Cazarine. 


The Brazilian got plenty of purchase on his header from Shannon Cole’s corner but unfortunately for the home side just couldn’t direct it on target. 
The match then sprung to life four minutes before the break when Kashima took the lead through a move that was started and finished by the impressive Nozawa. 


Sydney box, with the striker easily turning Stephan Keller before cutting the ball back to Gabriel, whose shot was blocked by Liam Reddy but Nozawa on 


a head on Scott Jamieson’s powerful shot but his header floated agonisingly over the crossbar. 


The Sky Blues had to get the next goal if they were to be any chance of overturning the result in the second half but it was the visitors who did just that less than six minutes after the break. 
Nozawa was again involved finding space down the right before sending in a pinpoint cross to the far post to an unmarked Gabriel who made no mistake with his header. 


hat and it allowed Sydney to apply some pressure but without seriously threatening Sogahata Hitoshi’s goal. 


Youngster Dimitri Petratos did well to pick out Rhyan Grant in the box but the latter could only head wide while Cazarine was having an unhappy night in front of goal wasting a couple of good opportunities. 
Kofi Danning added some spark when he came off the bench but when he was denied by some smart keeping by Hitoshi 15 minutes from the end, any hope of a Sky Blues fightback was gone. 
The heavy defeat for Sydney was compounded by a left ankle injury to Swiss defender Keller, which will have him in doubt for next week’s clash with Shanghai Shenhua in China. 


, Kohrogi 90m) 


The reverse group match was played on 10th May 2011 at the National Olympic Stadium, Tpkyo - score:- Kashima Antlers..2 v. Sydney FC..1 
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2011 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
F Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria é 
20th. April 2011, 19.30 (Etihad Stadium) Rainy 18C 5693 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Tianjin TEDA (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Melbourne Victory..2 v. Tianjin TEDA..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) substitution 


GK Tando Velaphi 


| 30 
23 Adrian Leijer Li Weifeng 
2 Kevin Muscat Cao Yang 
17 Matthew Foschini Yu Dabao 
6 Leigh Broxham Bai Yuefeng 
8 MF Grant Brebner 90 Liao Bochao 
ps 


15 DF 
MF __|Carlos Hernandez Valverde p44 [ge TM [Kwondip tT 
MF __|Surat Sukha [sds ‘16, 83 83 16 MF ___|Zhang Xiaobin AD ie 
F Archie Thompson YT 21 MF 
F i [| 
bes = 


W 
70 | 9 =| FW [Emanuel Obiora Odita [| CT 
SUBSTITUTES 


Daniel "Danny" Allsopp Wu Wei'an 
Diogo Alves Ferreira He Yang 
Sebastian Mattei Luciano Olguin 
Tom Pondeljak Hu Rentian 
Marvin Angulo Borbon Fan Baiqun 
Petar Franjic Yang Qipeng 


Rodrigo Vargas Ma Leilei 
Team Coach Mehmet Durakovic Arend Haan 
Team Manager Gary Cole Gao Songsen 


|ArendHaan 
|GaoSongsen 
Referee Alireza Faghani (Iran) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Hassan Kamranifar (Iran) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Morteza Karimi (Iran) 


match report from keepup 

Melbourne Victory striker Robbie Kruse faces an uncertain wait on what role he'll play in the club’s AFC Champions League revival. 

Kruse was stretchered off the ground with a knee injury in Victory’s comeback 2-1 win over Group E leaders Tianjin Teda at Etihad Stadium on Wednesday night. 

Interim coach Mehmet Durakovic admitted a full diagnosis on the health of the Socceroos star was unavailable post-match, but is confident Kruse will play against Gamba Osaka on May 4. 
“The physios are looking at Robbie right now, he did his knee apparently, he should be OK,” Durakovic said. 

Kruse proved a pivotal figure as Victory overturned a 1-0 deficit with two goals in the space of three minutes late in the first-half. 

A 35-yard Carlos Hernandez free kick levelled proceedings in the 44th minute before the Chinese visitors conceded a penalty in stoppage time when Kruse was bodychecked by Cao Yang inside the box. 
Kevin Muscat stepped up to convert from the spot and Victory overcame the send-off of Thai international Surat Sukha in the 82nd minute to hold on for their first win of the campaign. 

It was also the maiden success for Durakovic since replacing the deposed Ernie Merrick last month and the former Socceroo defender hailed the commitment of his players after the match. 
“The boys never stopped from the start until the end of the game,” Durakovic said. 

“Even when we went down to 10 men we held our structure. It was a fantastic result. | thought the boys played really, really well in the first half and the second half we battled to the end.” 
The win moves Victory to four points from as many matches and while they still occupy bottom spot in Group E, results on matchday four went their way. 

Tianjin Teda remains on top of the group with seven points after Gamba Osaka-s 3-1 win over Jeju United at home. 

Both Gamba and Jeju now sit on six points, but it means Victory’s hopes of progressing through to the next stage are still alive ahead of a visit from the Japanese powerhouses. 

Durakovic says his team can’t wait for the re-match against Gamba, who dismantled Victory 5-1 in the campaign opener in March. 

“There is belief in this squad, there is always a belief in these players,” Durakovic said. 

“| don’t think there’s mental scars, the boys are professional footballers — what a great game it will be in two weeks time.” 

Sukha’s send off means he'll miss the Gamba clash and with Matthew Kemp out for the remainder of the group stage, emerging prospects Diogo Ferreira or Petar Franjic will be given a chance to shine. 
One rising star who has done just that is right-back Matthew Foschini, with the son of former St Kilda and Sydney rover Silvio among the Victory’s best. 

A graduate of Durakovic’s youth team, Foschini’s composure under pressure was a highlight of his assured display that impressed the coach. 

“He absolutely did quite well tonight,” Durakovic said. 

“Matthew had a really good game in China, it works wonders when you give a young kid belief. I've got no qualms playing him week in, week out.” 


10 81 Po 7 | MF [LiBenjian CT 


The reverse group match was played on 5th May 2011 at the TEDA Football Stadium, Tianjin - score:- Tianjin TEDA..1 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
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2011 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
4th. May 2011, 19.30 Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria Match played with roof closed 13C 7437 
(Etihad Stadium) 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Gamba Osaka (Japan)..1 
half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Gamba Osaka..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
(minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) substitution 
START LIST 


Tando Velaphi 
Adrian Leijer 
Rodrigo Vargas 
Kevin Muscat 
Matthew Foschini 
Leigh Broxham 
Carlos Hernandez Valverde Tomokazu Myojin 

Diogo Alves Ferreira Lee Keun-Ho 

Archie Thompson Kim Seung-Yong 

Daniel "Danny" Allsopp Adriano Ferreira Martins 
Isaka Cernak-Okanya Takashi Usami 


Marvin Angulo Borb6n 23 ME Takuya Takei 

Petar Franjic | 4 | DF [KazumichiTakagi TC 
Blagoja Celeski | 8 | MF |HayatoSasaki_ TT 
Tom Pondeljak | 14 | FW [ShokiHirai CT 
Sebastian Mattei | 75 | DF [HirokiFujiharu TT 
Luke Pilkington | 29° | GK ([AtsushiKimura TC 
James Jeggo [30 [_MF_|Tatsuya Uchida________| |_| |__| 


Team Coach Mehmet Durakovic Team Coach Akira Nishino 

Team Manager Gary Cole Team Manager Yasuhiro Yamamoto 

Referee Abdulrahman Mohammed Hussain (Qatar, 
Se] 
PO 


Q 
: 


~ 
5 


Assistant Referee 1 |Mohammad Jaber Dharman (Qatar) 


ees 
[Assistant Referee 2 [Haja Maidin bin Peer Mohamed (Singapore) ——— | 


match report from keepup 

Melbourne Victory and Gamba Osaka have shared a 1-1 draw in their Group E AFC Champions League match at Docklands Stadium in Melbourne, a result which leaves qualification for both teams in the balance. 
Melbourne scored first through Adrian Leijer on 12 minutes but Sota Nakazawa, with his second goal of the campaign, levelled things just before half time. Tellingly, both goals came from defenders as the result of 
corners in a match where both sides’ attackers wasted plenty of chances. 

Awin from either side would have significantly strengthened their chances of progressing from the group, with Melbourne going closest to claiming the three points. 

It was a much improved performance from the home side, who were thrashed 5-1 when the teams met in the opening match of the tournament in early March. The result means they move to five points and need a win 
when they meet Jeju United in Korea next Wednesday, along with a loss for Gamba Osaka. 

Gamba Osaka are better placed on seven points, but need a win in their final match at home to Tianjin Teda to ensure their progress to the round of 16. 

Melbourne began the match playing much of the attacking football and Carlos Hernandez provided the first threat, flashing a free kick past the goal in the third minute. 

The Costa Rican continued to provide much of Melbourne’s impetus and he was involved heavily in the build-up to the first goal. His 12th-minute free kick was turned away by keeper Yosuke Fujigaya setting up a 
corner which he took with aplomb. His pin-point cross picked out Leijer, who rose well to head home and give the home side a deserved lead. 

Soon after, Melbourne had a decent penalty shout turned down when Akira Kaji looked to have handled the ball under pressure from Isaka Cernak. 

Shocked by the early barrage for the home side, Gamba Osaka were stung into action and only Leigh Broxham’s goal-line clearance prevented Takashi Usami from equalising with a cracking shot on 18 minutes. 
From that point on the victors dominated for the rest of the half, controlling possession, creating plenty of corners but not conjuring quality chances. 

Eventually the opportunity came on 43 minutes, when with their seventh corner, the ball was not cleared by the Victory defence. Satoshi's Yamaguchi’s shot hit the woodwork, but Nazakawa was quickest to react 
and turned the rebound into the net. 

Melbourne regrouped early in the second half and inside the first 15 minutes had four good chances to re-establish their lead. Skipper Kevin Muscat headed over, Danny Allsopp failed to connect to Cernak’s cross, 
Hernandez shot straight at Fujigaya before Archie Thompson's shot was blocked by Nazakawa’s lunge. 

Yasuhito Endo tested Tando Velaphi’s reflexes as Osaka looked to build their credentials for the three points, but that was a rare foray forward for the visitors. 

Melbourne pushed hard for the winner, in Cernak’s case too hard as he was booked for simulation in the box. It was one of many incisions into the attacking zone Melbourne made late in the match, but the only one 
to force a save was a scything shot from Hernandez which was brilliantly knocked away by Fujigaya. 

Melbourne Victory 1 (Leijer 12) Gamba Osaka 1 (Nazakawa 43) 

Crowd: 7,437 at Docklands Stadium 


The reverse group match was played on 1st March 2011 at the Osaka Expo '70 Stadium, Suita - score:- Gamba Osaka..5 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
Melbourne Victory were eliminated from the competition. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
2nd. July 2011, ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 19482 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 


Central Coast Mariners..1 v. Celtic (Scotland)..0 
half time, Central Coast Mariners..0 v. Celtic..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 3 Position (minute) substitution 
START LIST 
ee 
2 DF Adam Matthews 


ee ee ee DF __|Mark Wilson ee ee 
17 DF 


GK Justin Pasfield 
Joshua "Josh" Rose 


DF Predrag "Pedj" Boji¢ 
DF 


MF Richard "Richie" Towell 
ME Beram Kayal 

Po MF [JamesForrest TT 
Po 2 Daryt Murphy CT 


SUBSTITUTES 


Oliver Bozanié 
Michael McGlinche 


[| 
Patricius "Patrick" Zwaanswijk Kelvin Wilson 
Rostyn Griffiths DF Glenn Loovens 
John Hutchinson MF Scott Brown (c) 
Adriano Pellegrino MF Shaun Maloney 

[= ——-| 

[| 


FW Daniel McBreen 
FW Bernie Ibini-lsei 


GK_|Nikodin Matié aes eee (ears (Ree GK__|Dominic"Dom"Cervi_ TT 
Bradley “Brad” Porter ee ee ee FW__|Anthony Stokes a ee ee 
15 MF 


| 

[x > 5 
Troy Hearfield Kristian "Kris" Commons 
Bradley "Brad" McDonald Joseph "Joe" Ledley 
Trent Sainsbury Patrick "Paddy" McCourt 


Michael Baird Gary Hooper 
Sam Gallagher 


Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager [TeamManager | 
Matthew Breeze [eS eee 

a [ 


match report from Central Coast Mariners FC 

Troy Hearfield's scintillating 86th minute strike was enough for the Central Coast Mariners to stun Scottish giants Glasgow Celtic FC 1-nil in tonight's international friendly at Sydney's ANZ stadium. 

On debut for his new club, Hearfield's heroics etched him into Central Coast folklore, as the Mariners claimed arguably the biggest scalp in their history. 

Although it was a pre-season friendly, and both sides were coming into the match lacking match fitness, Graham Arnold was still extremely pleased with the efforts of his side. 

“| thought our defensive structure was again good tonight, although we were rusty in our execution in the final third,” said Arnold. 

“Overall | thought we played well. It's the first time the boys have played in this stadium, and to play a powerhouse side like Celtic was fantastic for them. 

“They don't have their history for no reason. They're a top side, with some outstanding players. It's their first game, so we played them at the best time in their tour. 

“It was a great chance to see Australian players test themselves against that type of opposition,” said Arnold. 

Facing a strong Celtic side bolstered by the inclusions of skipper Scott Brown, Beram Kayal, and Shaun Maloney among others — a stern test awaited the Mariners in this, their historic first international friendly. 
Graham Arnold went for a combination of the exuberance of youth, and the nous of experienced veterans to combat the Scottish threat. Qantas Young Socceroo FIFA World Cup hopefuls Bernie Ibini-Isei, Trent 
Sainsbury and Sam Gallagher were all named in Arnold's match day squad. 

Former Celtic player and New Zealand International Michael McGlinchey was awarded the skipper's armband. A just reward for one of the Mariners most consistent performers last season. 

It was a composed start to the match for the Mariners who weren't overawed by a meeting with one of the giants of Scottish football. Patrick Zwaanswijk and Rostyn Griffiths calmly worked together to repel the early 
raids, and ensured that in transition the Mariners would play the ball out from the back. 
Chances were few and far between in the opening half as both sides attempted to settle into the rhythm of the game. Indeed the match was played predominantly in the middle third as the midfielders became the 
most influential players in the game. 
Bernie lIbini-Isei gave the Celtic defence a fright with his sheer turn of speed in one of his first forays into the penalty area. It was acceleration that would have made Usain Bolt proud, but the well-drilled defenders were 
quick to learn their lesson, and thereafter chances were limited for the young striker. 
Celtic's best chance of the half came from a surging run from Mark Wilson. His cross was whipped towards the far post, but it was too good for everyone and sailed harmlessly over the by-line. 

New acquisition Adriano Pellegrino showed his class threading some subtle passes through to Daniel McBreen and lbini-Isei. But it was too be a familiar combination that would almost unlock the resolute Celtic 
defence. 
In the twilight of the half Josh Rose surged forward and interchanged a lovely combination of passes with Oliver Bozanic. Even Celtic coach Neil Lennon was full of praise for the left-sided defender, believing his 
constant runs posed a threat to his side. 
Both coaches wrung the changes in the opening minutes of the second half with the highly rated Englishman Gary Hooper being called into action. The talented attacker showed some deft touches as the visitors from 
Glasgow upped the tempo in a valiant effort to take the match to the Mariners. 

Substitute Anthony Stokes almost gave Celtic the ultimate reward for this positive approach on the hour mark. A precision pass from midfield released Stokes, before Mariners custodian Justin Pasfield sensed the 
danger and rushed off his line to narrow the angle. Had Stokes shot a fraction of a second earlier, Celtic would have taken a decisive 1-nil lead. 

As is so often the case in football after being under the pump, the Mariners immediately counter-attacked on the next play. Rose again surged forward and provided a dipping cross through to an unmarked Pellegrino. 
The latter couldn't take advantage of the delivery, spurning his attempted header wide. 
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The match sank into a carbon copy of the first half as both midfields tried to get over the top of their opponents. Scott Brown was constantly frustrating the Mariners, and veteran John Hutchinson and McGlinchey tried 
valiantly to link up with their forwards. 

Just as the match appeared headed for a scoreless draw Celtic manufactured a chance from nothing. It was left to one of the youngest players in Mariners colours to defuse the situation. Trent Sainsbury pulled off a 
tremendous last-ditch challenge on the fleet-footed Joe Ledley. It was a tackle that even made the Celtic faithful applaud generously. 

With only minutes remaining in regular time it appeared that not even the Mariners could pull off a Houdini escape this time. Somebody forgot to tell Troy Hearfield who found himself unmarked just outside the box in 
the 86th minute. The midfielder struck a stinging shot that powered into the net. Aided by a deflection from the Celtic defence, it was still an exhibition of the new recruit's undeniable talent. 

There was one more heart-stopping moment in stoppage time when Celtic thought they had done enough to earn an equaliser. A plethora of yellow and navy in the box combined three times to deny the visitors, 
highlighted by a desperate clearance off the line by the wily Zwaanswijk. 

A tough 1-nil win was a dream result for the Mariners, but Graham Arnold knows it means nothing with the season proper still months away. 

One thing is for sure, the Central Coast Mariners proved tonight that they thrive under the pressure of an international friendly. 

Match Details 

Central Coast Mariners — 1 (HEARFIELD 86-) 

Glasgow Celtic FC - 0 

Central Coast Mariners: 20. Justin PASFIELD (Gk), 2. Daniel MCBREEN, 3. Josh ROSE, 4. Pedj BOJIC, 6. Patrick ZWAANSWIJK, 7. John HUTCHINSON, 8. Rostyn GRIFFITHS, 9. Bernie IBINI-ISEI, 10. Adriano 
PELLEGRINO, 11. Oliver BOZANIC, 14. Michael McGLINCHEY (c). 

Substitutes: 

1. Nikodin MATIC (GK), 5. Brad PORTER, 12. Troy HEARFIELD, 15. Brad MCCDONALD, 16. Trent SAINSBURY, 17. Michael BAIRD, 21. Sam GALLAGHER. 

Yellow Cards: None 

Red Cards: None 

Celtic FC: 24. Lukasz ZALUSKA (Gk), 2. Adam MATTHEWS, 8. Scott BROWN (C), 12. Mark WILSON, 13. Shaun MALONEY, 17. Kelvin WILSON, 22. Glenn LOOVENS, 27. Daryl MURPHY, 31. Richie TOWELL, 
33. Beram KAYAL, 49. James FORREST. 

Substitutes: 

47. Dom CERVI (GK), 10. Anthony STOKES, 15. Kris COMMONS, 16. Joe LEDLEY, 20. Paddy McCOURT, 88. Gary HOOPER. 

Yellow Cards: None 

Red Cards: None 

Referee: Matthew BREEZE 

Crowd: 19,482 at ANZ Stadium, Sydney 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
9th. July 2011, NIB Stadium, Perth, Western Australia 15350 


Perth Glory..0 v. Celtic (Scotland)..2 
half time, Perth Glory..0 v. Celtic..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) substitution 
START LIST 
GK Daniel "Danny" Vukovic tukasz Zatuska 
DF Scott Neville Mark Wilson 
DF 
DF 


Josh Mitchell Kelvin Wilson 


Sebastiaan "Bas" van den Brink 


pd [| 
Todd Howarth Charles "Charlie" Mulgrew 
Adam Hughes Scott Brown (c) 
Jacob Burns (c) Beram Kayal 
Liam Miller Joseph "Joe" Ledley 
Mile Sterjovski Kristian "Kris" Commons 
Travis Dodd Anthony Stokes 
a [= —— | 


FW ___|Shane Smeltz 


GK_|Neil Young re ee ee 
DF ___|Joshua “Josh” Risdon Sees aes ree 
FW___|Adam Taggart Poa 


pd [| 

——| [| 

pe ; 
Evan Berger Ki Sung-Yueng 
Steven McGarry 45 Patrick "Paddy" McCourt 
Tommy Amphlett Daniel Majstorovié 
Jesse Makarounas Georgios Samaras 
Blamo Quaqua Daryl Murphy 
Reece Vittiglia Shaun Maloney 
Samuel "Sam" Mitchinson 

P| ; 

[ix = | LT 


Team Coach lan Ferguson 

Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Peter Green 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from Soccernet 

Celtic descended on Perth for their second game of their pre-season tour of Australia, with thousands of fans showing their true colours, that of green and white. They wanted a performance and Celtic duly delivered, 
defeating Perth Glory 2-0. 

Melbourne is the last destination for Celtic in their final pre-season game in Australia, as they face Melbourne Victory on Wednesday, before they fly back to the UK to finish off their pre-season campaign. 

The first chance of the game fell to Celtic after just three minutes when Gary Hooper was fouled by Jacob Burns 25 yards from goal. Anthony Stokes took the resulting free kick but it went over the crossbar. 
Minutes later and Celtic once again had a great chance to take the lead, when Mark Wilson headed towards goal after connecting with a Joe Ledley cross. However Glory keeper Danny Vukovic turned Wilson's 
header over the bar. 

The early domination of the game paid off after 15 minutes when the Bhoys took a deserved lead. A long clearance from Glenn Loovens found its way to Hooper, who beat the offside trap to score. 

Glory began to get into the game, however once again Celtic were the ones who went closest to another goal, as a Kris Commons free kick was deflected just wide. 

On that half hour mark, Celtic were finally put under some pressure, when former Celtic midfielder Liam Miller dinked a free kick towards the onrushing Shane Smeltz, but the New Zealand striker messed up his shot 
and a certain goal went begging. 

Minutes later Beram Kayal was floored after Glory's Adam Hughes, decided to lead with his elbow and slammed into Kayal's face. The referee, Peter Green, failed to see the incident and the Israeli was substituted, 
with a suspected broken nose. Shaun Maloney coming on for the influential midfielder. 

Miller once again looked dangerous against his former employers, as he battled for the ball on the edge of the box but his half volley went wide of the Celtic goal. 

Perth captain Jacob Burns then resorted to type as the ineffective midfielder decided to stamp his authority on the game, possibly under team orders, and went for Celtic skipper Scott Brown who was none too 
pleased with the unnecessary late tackle. 

Into the Second Half and Glory were the first to threaten, however Polish keeper Lukasz Zaluska was more than equal to Adam Hughes' long range effort. 

But when Glory thought they had a chance of getting back into the game, Celtic doubled their lead on 50 minutes. Charlie Mulgrew rose to head Ki Sung Yeung's in swinging free kick past Vukovic. 

Celtic dominated the second half, but the game settled down to the inevitable pre-season friendly with substitutions and play being broken up. 

After the game Celtic boss Neil Lennon expressed his satisfaction at the result and said it was important for his side to have a tough hit out ahead of the start of the SPL season. 

“I'm very pleased, | thought we played well,” he said. “We started the game very well and that’s what we're looking for; a better start than we had last week but | felt that with the week’s preparation that the players 
would be better for it and that proved to be the case. 

“We're only two weeks away from the start of the season so we emphasised to the players that it’s not long before the season starts and we need to try and get up to speed as quickly as possible which is a big ask 
considering that they’re only been back 14 or 15 days themselves and have had a lot of travelling in between that.” 
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Team Line-ups: 


Perth Glory: D Vukovic, S Neville, J Mitchell, B Van den Brink, T Howarth, A Hughes, J Burns, L Miller, M Sterjovski, T Dodd, S Smeltz. 

Subs: N Young, J Risdon, A Taggart, E Berger, S McGarry, T Amphlett, J Makarounas, B Quaqua, R Vittiglia, S Mitchinson, S Fisk, A Caniglia. 
Celtic: L Zaluska, M Wilson, K Wilson, G Loovens, C Mulgrew, S Brown, B Kayal, J Ledley, K Commons, A Stokes, G Hooper. 

Subs: D Cervi, A Matthews, C Du-Ri, K Sung Yung, P McCourt, D Majstorovic, G Samaras, D Murphy, S Maloney. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
13th. July 2011, 19.30 (AMI Park) 20794 


Melbourne Victory..0 v. Celtic (Scotland)..1 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Celtic..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution i: Position (minute) substitution 
START LIST 
— a 
DF Matthew Foschini DF Adam Matthews 


Daniel Majstorovié ee 


MF 
PT FW GaryHooper 


| | FW GeorgiosSamaras | CT 
SUBSTITUTES 


Pd es ee eee 
Adrian Leijer DF Kelvin Wilson 
Diogo Alves Ferreira DF Charles "Charlie" Mulgrew 
Tomislav "Tom" Pondeljak MF Kristian "Kris" Commons 
Leigh Broxham MF ___|Beram Kayal 
Grant Brebner MF Ki Sung-Yueng 
Marco Rojas Patrick "Paddy" McCourt 
iz — | 
is = -"| 


FW ___|Archibald "Archie" Thompson 
FW Daniel "Danny" Allsopp 
iF 


Di Petar Franji¢ 
FW ___|Jean Carlos Solorzano Madrigal 


pd 
P| 
Blagoja "Billy" Celeski Scott Brown 
James Jeggo Anthony Stokes 
Damir Lokvancic Daryl! Murphy 
Rani Dowisha Dominic "Dom" Cervi 


Luke O'Dea Richard "Richie" Towell 
Nicolas "Nick" Ansell 
Team Coach Mehmet Durakovic Neil Lennon 
Team Manager 


[SS ee eee 
Referee Matthew Breeze fis ee i—ososl#II 1] 
Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 

match report from celticfc 

A late goal from Scott Brown handed Celtic the spoils against Melbourne Victory in their final match of the Australian pre-season tour. 

The midfielder struck with just over 10 minutes remaining, finding the corner of the net via a deflection after Kris Commons had picked him out on the edge of the area. 

Although both sides passed up a number of good opportunities in an entertaining encounter, it was well-earned triumph for Neil Lennon’s men who enjoyed a greater share of possession and created the more clear-cut 
chances. 

Predictably, with attaining optimum condition the main goal of the exercise, the Hoops boss had made several changes to the team which defeated Perth Glory so convincingly last weekend. The likes of Daniel 
Majstorovic, Georgios Samaras, Ki and Paddy McCourt all came into the starting XI. 

Despite the alterations, the Hoops began with great gusto in front of the over 20,000 fans who had turned up on a rainy evening in the Victorian capital. 

A wonderful long pass from Kelvin Wilson sent Commons racing clear but Melbourne keeper, Tando Velahpi, rushed out quickly to block his shot. It would be a busy evening for the shot-stopper. 

Adam Matthews, who had came in for Mark Wilson at right-back, then made a foraging run down the right and was felled at the edge of the area. Commons took the free-kick but it failed to bypass the defensive wall. 
Celtic were playing some nice stuff, zipping the ball around the greasy surface with gusto. But the hosts showed they were also capable of constructing good passages of play, with Tomislav Pondeljak ending a slick 
passing move by firing wildly over. 
With both sides intent on forward enterprise, the match was now flowing from end-to-end. 

It was then Celtic’s turn to attack. Beram Kayal shot over before Kelvin Wilson headed narrowly wide from Ki’s corner. And, after evading the offside trap, Gary Hooper turned inside his marker, bringing out a good 
stop from Velaphi. 
Lukasz Zaluska then produced a smart stop from Daniel Allsopp at the other end but Celtic swiftly responded through Samaras, the striker sidefooting an effort too close to Velaphi after good work from McCourt. 
Commons rifled a stinging drive straight at the Melbourne keeper from the angle of the box and then Ki shot over twice as Celtic mounted the pressure toward the interval. 

Samaras, captain for the evening in tribute to Melbourne’s large Greek community, saw another powerful shot saved, after controlling Commons’ cross. 

Celtic continued where they had left-off after the restart and Mulgrew saw a venomous free-kick pushed over by Velaphi. 

Samaras then slipped in McCourt on the left, the winger dancing past one defender before his low shot from an angle was turned away by the Melbourne minder. 

That seemed to spark the hosts into action again. The profligate Alssop passed up two decent chances, including a near-post header which he should have converted. 

He did better, shortly after, sending Socceroo striker Archie Thompson scampering on to a perfectly-weighted through pass but he dragged his shot out for a throw-in. 

Celtic replied with Commons picking out McCourt at the far post with a glorious delivery. However, the Irishman was unable to keep his header down. 

And as the game entered its closing stages, it was Lennon’s men who had all the attacking momentum. Hooper's low cross was almost turned into his own net by Adrian Leijer, before Anthony Stokes struck a low 
shot into the side-netting. 

A determined burst into the box by Samaras saw the Greek hitman slide an inviting ball across but somehow Hooper was unable to reach. Had he connected, a goal would have been a certain outcome. 


Finally, Celtic's endeavours were rewarded. Commons took a quick corner and found Brown lurking at the edge of the area. His shot took a slight deflection, before nestling into the corner of the net, sending the huge 
Hoops support behind the goal into raptures. 
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Stokes had still time to hit the bar from a free-kick, while Daryl Murphy also came close on two occasions. Yet Brown’s goal was enough to end a successful tour of Oz on a high, and send the Hoops into the SPL 
campaign with plenty of confidence. 

CELTIC...1 (Brown 78) MELBOURNE VICTORY..O 

CELTIC (4-4-2) Zaluska; Matthews (Cha 79), Majstorovic, K. Wilson (Ledley 73), Mulgrew; Commons, Kayal (Brown 58) Ki, McCourt (Stokes 66), Hooper (Murphy 79) Samaras 

Not Used: Cervi, Towell 

MELBOURNE VICTORY (4-4-2) Velaphi; Foschini, Vargas (Franjic 45), Leijer, Ferreira; Pondeljak (Solorzano 45), Broxham, Brebner (Celeski 56), Rojas; Thompson (Jeggo 76) Allsopp, (Lokvancic 81) 

Not Used: Dowisha, O’Dea, Ansell 

Attendance: 20,794 


match report from Herald-Sun (?) 

A deflected goal 12 minutes from the end denied Melbourne Victory a gallant draw against Scottish giants Celtic at AAMI Park last night. 

Playing in conditions that were more akin to a wet and dreary Glasgow than Melbourne, it was a match from which almost all the 20,794 fans would ultimately go home happy. 

The thousands of diehard Celtic supporters would have been overjoyed with a win on a rare appearance on Melbourne soil. 

Victory fans, on the other hand, would be heartened by a performance that provides great hope for the season ahead. 

A stinging Scott Brown volley from a 78th minute Kris Commons corner was all that separated the two sides. 

In fairness Celtic could have easily doubled their advantage but for some poor finishing and fine keeping from Tando Velaphi during the second half. 

But the home side was far from disgraced despite having only returned for pre-season training last Monday. 

Captain Adrian Leijer went in to damage control mode early on Tuesday when he warned fans not to judge Victory too harshly on their first performance of the year. 

He need not have done so with the likes of Velaphi on song and Victory debutant Marco Rojas impressive in attack. 

Victory manager Mehmet Durakovic said he could not have been happier with the performance of his side. 

"I'm very happy with the boys,” Durakovic said. 

"They have been back just six days from a long layoff. | thought everyone was fantastic in their commitment, their performance, their commitment, it was a different class. 

"Celtic are a big club and | think they start their season in 10 days time and we start our season in two and a half months time, so | was very happy." 

With speculation again rife that Victory is on the verge of signing Socceroos' star Harry Kewell, the performance of Rojas could present an interesting selection conundrum for the club's coaching staff. 
Veterans Archie Thompson and Danny Allsopp started up front, but looked rusty, raising questions of whether they, Kewell, should he sign, Rojas and Brisbane Roar premiership hero Jean Carlos Solorzano, who also 
made his Victory debut last night, could all play on the park at the one time. 

Durakovic reserved special praise for New Zealand international, Rojas, after the match. 

"He's just going to be that X-factor," he said. 

"That unpredictable ability of him when he gets the ball, you don't know really what he's going to do, just the way he runs at players he's so deceptive. 

"He's just got unbelievable touches and the vision that he's got is phenomenal so I'm looking forward to him having a big season like also with Solorzano and the rest of the team as well." 

Celtic manager Neil Lennon, who said he felt his side played its best game of the club's three-game Australian tour, was also impressed with Victory. 

"Melbourne were very good," Lennon said. 

"They played a good game, played entertaining football. And considering that they've only been back (in training) for a short amount of time | think Melbourne will be delighted with the way they approached the game 
and their qualities." 

VICTORY 0 CELTIC 1 

Scorer: Scott Brown 78 minutes. 

Crowd: 20,794 at AAMI Park 
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2012 


2012 AFC Champions League, Qualifying play-off, East Zone 


Date & Time Venue 


Weather Temperature Attendance 


16th. February 2012, 19.30 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 
Adelaide United..3 v. Persipura Jayapura (Indonesia)..0 


5013 


half time, Adelaide United..1 v. Persipura Jayapura..0 


Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution . Position 


Goal 
Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK___|Eugene Galekovic GK 


Yoo Jae-Hoon 


DF Cassio de Abreu Oliveira DF 


Ricardo Salampessy 


DF ___|Nigel Boogaard DF 


Imanuel Permenas Padwa 


Yevhen Levchenko DF 
Dario Vidosié 


Paulin Bio 
Yustinus Pae 


Fabian Barbiero 
Osama Malik 


Yohanis Tjoe 
lan Kabes 


Cameron Watson 


Gerald Pangkali 


Bruce Djité 


Moses Romario Banggo 


Sergio van Dijk 
lain Ramsay 


Alberto "Beto" Gongalves da 
Costa 
Titus Bonai 


Zenon Caravella 


Zah Krangar 


Evan Kostopoulos 


Lukas Mandowen 


Jacob Melling 


Imanuel Wanggai 


Ricardo da Silva 
Johnny Mavromatis 


David Lal 
Daniel Tata 


Jordan Elsey 


Eki Sabililah 


John Hall 
Team Coach John Kosmina Team Coach 


Victor Pae 
Jacksen Ferreira Tiago 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Masaaki lemoto Toma (Japan) 


Akane Yagi (Japan, 
Assistant Referee 2 | Hideaki Nishio (Japan) 


match report from soccernews.com 
Adelaide United have qualified for the AFC Champions League after a 3-0 win over Persipura Jayapura in their playoff on Thursday. 


Close-range finishes from defenders Nigel Boogaard and Evgeniy Levchenko, followed by a late Sergio van Dijk strike, assured Ade! 
Steelers or Chonburi. 


aide of a spot in Group E alongside Gamba Osaka, Bunyodkor and either the Pohang 


The result was never in doubt for Adelaide, and they spent most of the one-off match toying with a flat and lacklustre Persipura, who had only arrived in Australia 24 hours before kick-off. 


Boogaard swept home the opener at Hindmarsh Stadium after the Indonesian champions failed to clear a corner on 12 minutes. 


Ukrainian Levchenko doubled their advantage just before the hour-mark with his first goal for the club, volleying home after Osama Malik flicked on a Dario Vidosic corner. 


Van Dijk completed what was a comfortable win six minutes from time, blasting a Zenon Caravella pass into the roof of the net. 


The loss will come as a huge blow to Persipura, who fought desperately via the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) for a spot in the playoffs after having taken part in the breakaway Indonesian Super League. 
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2012 AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


6th. March 2012, 19.30 


Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 
(Lang Park) 


Brisbane Roar..0 v. FC Tokyo (Japan)..2 


12037 


5 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Brisbane Roar..0 v. FC Tokyo..1 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card} substitution 


Michael Theo 


GK 


Shiaichi Gonda 


Shane Stefanutto 


DF 


Kosuke Ota 


Sayed Mohamed Adnan Hussain 


DF 


Yuhei Tokunaga 


Ivan Franjié 


DF 


Masato Morishige 


Matthew Smith 


DF 


Kenichi Kaga 


Erik Paartalu 


DF 


Hideto Takahashi 


1 
3 
16 
5 
2 
6 
22 


MI 


co 


Thomas Broich 


MF 


Aria Hasegawa 
Naohiro Ishikawa 


Nya 


Fi 


Besart Berisha 


IF 
MF Massimo Murdocca 
1 MF Rocky Visconte 
‘WwW 


Tatsuya Yazawa 
Naotake Hanyu 


= 
i) 


FW 


Henrique Andrade Silva 


Kazuma Watanabe 


FW 


Kofi Danning 


Sotan Tanabe 


y 
ale 


Nathan Luke Brattan 


Jang Hyun-Soo 


James Meyer 
Matthew Jurman 


Hiroki Kawano 
Hitoshi Shiota 


Jack Hingert 


Sota Hirayama 


Andrew Redmayne 


Yohei Hayashi 


Team Coach 


Nicholas Fitzgerald 
Angelos "Ange" Postecoglou 


Team Coach 


Kenta Mukuhara 
Ranko Popovic 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 


Valentin Kovalenko (Uzbekistan, 
Rafael I ljasov (Russia) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Andrey Bukatin (Uzbekistan) 


match report from brisbaneroar.com.au 
A goal in either half to FC Tokyo has denied Brisbane Roar a maiden AFC Champions League victory in the competition's opening match of 2012. 


visitors. 


to be goalless. 


The 12,037 fans who braved the wet and windy conditions were treated to an on-field battle worthy of the region's top tournament and it was a fast-paced opening to the game as both sides looked to stamp their 
authority on the fixture in their respective ACL debuts. 
After a fairly even few minutes, FC Tokyo enjoyed the early share of possession with Brisbane having to contend with the unfamiliar prospect of creating chances on the break. 
Despite the onslaught of pressure felt by the Australian side, the Roar stuck firm with their game plan of playing out from the back but the game saw just four shots on goal in the first half hour of action — all from the 


The best first half chance for Brisbane came in the 36th minute when a Thomas Broich free kick drew an awkward save from out-coming Tokyo goalkeeper Gonda and it looked as though the 45 minutes were destined 


But FC Tokyo dealt the Roar a killer blow heading into the half-time break after the lively Yazawa Tatsuya latched onto a well-weighted cross from defender Tokunaga Yunei to hand his side the advantage. 

Brisbane looked eager as the second stanza started and began to push higher up the field but it was that turn of events in which the Japanese team exploited the Brisbane defence and found their second goal. 

After perfectly evading the offside trap, Hanyu Naotake's shot was parried away by Roar ‘keeper Michael Theoklitos into the path of Matt Smith but the deflection off the captain provided Hasegawa Ariajasuru with the 
opportunity to bang the ball home inside the six yard box. 


Youngsters Kofi Danning and Luke Brattan were introduced soon after as Brisbane Roar Head Coach Ange Postecoglou looked to inject pace into his attack and stability into the midfield and the statistics soon 
showed that possession turned into much closer contest. 
But FC Tokyo made it difficult for the home side to create many clear cut opportunities with their relentless defending and eagerness to close down the ball proving to be the difference on the night. 
Post-match, coach Postecoglou paid tribute to the visitors and when reflecting on his own side's performance, backed his players and improve their own performances in their remaining ACL fixtures. 
“We've taken a first step in this competition — it's a tentative step at best but it's still a first step,” he said. 
“There's still five games to go and | have a feeling we'll get better and better as the tournament goes on." 


“I'm very confident that as each game comes along, we'll get more of an understanding of the level we need to play.” 


2012.2 


Brisbane Roar 0 FC Tokyo 2 (YAZAWA Tatsuya 45+1-, HASEGAWA Ariajasuru 65-) 
Tuesday, 6 March 2012 

Venue: Brisbane Stadium 

Referee: Kovalenko Valentin 


Crowd: 12,037 
Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael THEOKLITOS (gk), 2. Matt SMITH (c), 3. Shane STEFANUTTO, 5. lvan FRANJIC, 6. Erik PAARTALU, 7. Besart BERISHA, 8. Massimo MURDOCCA (18. Luke BRATTAN 60-), 


10. HENRIQUE (21. James MEYER 78-), 14. Rocky VISCONTE (9. Kofi DANNING 56-), 16. Mohamed ADNAN, 22. Thomas BROICH 
Substitutes not used: 4. Matthew JURMAN, 19. Jack HINGERT, 20. Andrew REDMAYNE (gk), 24. Nick FITZGERALD 


Yellow cards: lvan FRANJIC 68-, Shane STEFANUTTO 74-, Mohamed ADNAN 86- 
FC Tokyo: 2. TOKUNAGA Yuhei, 3. Masato MORISHIGE (c), 4. TAKAHASHI Hideto, 5. KAHA Kenichi (30. Jang HYUN SOO 87-), 6. OTA Kosuke, 8. HASEGAWA Ariajasuru, 11. WATANABE Kazuma, 


18. ISHIKAWA Naohiro (17. KAWANO 90+2-), 20. Shuichi GONDA (gk), 22. HANYA Naotake (27. TANABE Sotan 77-), 39. YAZAWA Tatsuya 
Substitutes not used: 1. SHIOTA Hitoshi (gk), 13. Sota HIRAYAMA, , 23. HAYASHI Yohei, , 33. MUKUHARA Kenta 
Yellow cards: Nil 


The reverse group match was played on 2nd May 2012 at the National Olympic Stadium, Tokyo - score:- FC Tokyo..4 v. Brisbane Roar..2 
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2012 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
20th. March 2012, 19.30 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 5112 


Adelaide United..2 v. Gamba Osaka (Japan)..0 
half time, Adelaide United..2 v. Gamba Osaka..0 


No. Position Name ‘minute Card _| Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute Card _|Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 

GK___|Eugene Galekovic Yosuke Fujigaya 
DF ___|Jonathan McKain Akira Kaji 
DF Cassio de Abreu Oliveira Sota Nakazawa 
DF __|Nigel Boogaard Hiroki Fujiharu 
MF Dario Vidosié Yasuhito Endo 
MF Francisco Usucar Pasquetta Tomokazu Myojin 
MF ___|Daniel Mullen Yasuyuki Konno 
MF ___|Osama Malik Takuya Takei 
MF Zenon Caravella Paulo "Paulinho" De Oliveira 
FW ___|Bruce Djité Lee Seung-Ryul 
Rafael “Rafinha" dos Santos de 
FW___|lain Ramsa' Oliveira 


Fabian Barbiero Hayato Sasaki 
Evan Kostopoulos Shinichi Terada 
Sergio van Dijk Takahiro Futa 


Antony Golec Daiki Niwa 
Cameron Watson Shu Kurata 

Jacob Melling Hiroyuki Abe 

Mark Birighitti Atsushi Kimura 
Team Coach John Kosmina Team Coach José Carlos Serrao 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Mohamed Abdelkarim Al Zarouni (United Arab Emirates) 
Mohamed Al Jalaf Al Mehairi (United Arab Emirates) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammed Jawdat Nehlawi (Syria) 


match report from keepup 

Adelaide United have become the first Australian side to defeat Japanese powerhouse Gamba Osaka following their 2-0 victory in the AFC Champions League clash at Hindmarsh Stadium Tuesday night. 

A first-half brace to unlikely source, defender Daniel Mullen ensured the Reds broke Gamba’s long standing record against Australian opposition and created history. 

Mullen put Adelaide ahead on 17 minutes with a close range header after his first rocketed off the bar. 

The 22-year-old then capped off a classy performance at fullback with another close finish four minutes later. 

The win lifts Adelaide temporarily into first spot in Group E on six points with Pohang Steelers and Bunyodkor to play later Tuesday night, while Gamba is rooted to the bottom without a win. 

In the first half each side took their time to venture forward and threaten one another's goal. 

Gamba played high up the park while Adelaide sat back and looked to press when opportunities arose. 

The first of the match came on 11 minutes when Reds marquee star Dario Vidosic stung the fingertips of Gamba custodian Fujigaya with a thunderous drive from just inside the area. 

Adelaide sustained pressure on Gamba following their opening chance and eventually broke the deadlock in the 17th minute when Mullen fired home from six yards. 

Vidosic whipped in a dangerous free-kick that an unmarked Mullen first headed into the cross bar only for the ball to fall kindly for Reds centreback Nigel Boogaard who headed back across goal for the Olyroo defender 
to make no mistake with his second chance. 

Gamba replied to the breakthrough four minutes later when Lee Seung-Yeol paced his way into the right side of Adelaide’s box only for his well-timed left-foot shot to be tipped over the bar by a diving United captain 
Eugene Galekovic. 

Adelaide snatched a second though on 24 minutes when Mullen again popped at the right time and place. 

A second pinpoint Vidosic set-piece found Bruce Djite but he drilled his header straight at Fujigaya as Mullen pounced and volleyed in the rebound. 

Djite had a chance to increase United’s lead in the 32nd minute after he turned and rounded Gamba stopper Konno, but the Japanese representative recovered with a sliding tackle to disrupt the Reds striker as he fired 
wide. 

Yeol tested Galekovic with an instant reply a minute later but a full stretched save from the Reds gloveman denied the Korean attacker once more. 

The first opportunity of the restart came in the 57th minute through Vidosic as the game began to drift into a static state. 

The Qantas Socceroo streamed into the box after skipping past numerous Gamba players and eventually cut-back on his left for a clear shot on goal, only to be denied by a last ditch tackle from Nakazawa Sota. 
Chances dried up late although Brazilian forward Rafinha had an opportunity six minutes from time after some fancy footwork around Adelaide’s area, but he blasted his curling strike just over. 

Adelaide United 2 (Mullen 17, 24) Gamba Osaka 0 

5,112 at Hindmarsh Stadium 


The reverse group match was played on 16th May 2012 at the Osaka Expo '70 Stadium, Osaka - score:- Gamba Osaka..0 v. Adelaide United..2 
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2012 AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
17th. April 2012, 19.30 Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 7015 
(Lang Park) 


Brisbane Roar..1 v. Ulsan Hyundai (Korea Republic)..2 
half time, Brisbane Roar..1 v. Ulsan Hyundai..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Card _| Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) Card _| Red Card} substitution 


Michael Theo Kim Seung-Gyu 
Shane Stefanutto 25 Kang Min-Soo 
Sayed Mohamed Adnan Hussain Kwak Tae-Hwi 73(pk) 
Ivan Franjié Lee Jae-Sung 
Matthew Smith Lee Ho 

Erik Paartalu Juan Vélez Upegui 11 
Thomas Broich Ko Seul-Ki 

Massimo Murdocca Kim Young-Sam 

Mitchell Nichols Lee Keun-Ho 

Besart Berisha Kim Seung-Yong 

Luis "Maranhao" dos Santos 
Henrique Andrade Silva Martins 


Nicholas Fitzgerald Akihiro [Tenaga 
Nathan Luke Brattan Choi Jae-Soo 
James Meyer Kim Hyo-Gi 
Matthew Mundy Kim Young-Kwang 
Rocky Visconte Kim Dong-Suk 
Andrew Redmayne Rim Chang-Woo 
James Donachie 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Mohsen Torki (Iran) 
Hassan Kamranifar (Iran) 
[Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammad Mansouri (Iran) 


match report from abc 
A disputed second-half penalty goal may have ended Brisbane's Asian Championship League campaign with Korea's Ulsan Hyundai taking a highly entertaining battle 2-1 at Lang Park on Tuesday night. 

Ulsan's captain and Korean national team member Kwak Tae-Hwi delivered the knockout blow, converting from the penalty spot in the 72nd minute after Brisbane defender Sayed Adnan brought down Kang Minsoo 
with a strong challenge. 

Replays showed the penalty call may have been harsh as Adnan had cleared the ball before Kang went down. 

Opinions were divided on the penalty call but Brisbane had enough opportunities to win. 

The Roar bombarded Kim Seung Gyu in the final 10 minutes but the gun Ulsan 'keeper was up to the task as both Henrique and Erik Paartalu came close to scoring. 

It was Brisbane's second loss at home and leaves the A-League defending champions last in their pool with just two games to play. 

With the clash locked at 1-1 at half-time there was no shortage of feeling and niggle in the second half. 

Star striker Besart Berisha was hit with a yellow card by Iranian referee Torki Mohsen for dissent before the second half even started. 

Ulsan struck early when nimble-footed Colombian Juan Velez propped and swerved past a slow reacting Mitch Nichols before driving a left-foot blast past helpless Roar 'keeper Michael Theoklitos in the 11th minute. 
The error unsettled Nichols who was guilty of several mistakes in the opening half as he tried to redeem himself before being replaced in the 75th minute. 

The equaliser came from the unlikeliest of sources - Shane Stefanutto, the defender finding the back of the net in the 25th minute for only the third time in more than 200 professional games. 

Si 

TI 

Bi 


tefanuttos's angled strike, off a delicious Massimo Murdocca through ball, squared the score sheet and brought the 7,015-strong crowd alive. 

he sheer pace of Velez, Lee Ho and Luis Carlos Martins caused Brisbane's defence some serious problems as the Koreans pushed the ball forward early at every opportunity. 
risbane had a great chance to grab a 2-1 lead in the 35th minute but Paartalu did not have the polish to finish with his stabbed shot sailing over the bar. 

heoklitos said Brisbane was disappointed not to come away with any points. 

Asked about the 72nd-minute penalty he said: "the referee made some soft calls". 

"We just had to get on with it but it's pretty disappointing.” 

Roar coach Ange Postecoglou, who can now focus on Sunday's A-League grand final, said his side was punished for not finishing off. 

“We had some opportunities we didn't take advantage of," he said. 

Postecoglou's men now sit at the bottom of Group F after four matches with just two competition points, level on points with Beijing Guoan but with an inferior goal difference. 

Ulsan on the other hand now sits atop the group with eight points from its four fixtures, meaning Brisbane will need wins in its two final games and a host of other results to go its way. 
The Roar fielded a strong line-up despite having to back up for a shot at back-to-back A-League titles on Sunday at the same venue against Perth Glory. 

Lang Park's playing surface looked particularly patchy considering the decider is only five days away, with a Super Rugby game scheduled for Friday night which is sure to do the pitch no favours. 
Ulsan Hyundai: 2 (J Velez 11', T Kwak 74' pen) Brisbane Roar: 1 (S Stefanutto 25') 
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The reverse group match was played on 4th April 2012 at the Ulsan Munsu Football Stadium, Ulsan - score:- Ulsan Hyundai..1 v. Brisbane Roar..1 
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2012 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
18th. April 2012, 19.30 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 7659 


Adelaide United..1 v. Pohang Steelers (Korea Republic)..0 


half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Pohang Steelers..0 
Goal Time of Goal 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


5 


Eugene Galekovié Shin Hwa-Yong 


Jonathan McKain Zoran Renduli¢ 


Cassio de Abreu Oliveira Lee Won-Jae 


Nigel Boogaard Kim Won-I1 


Francisco Us t car Pasquetta Kim Dae-Ho 


Daniel Mullen Hwang Ji-Soo 


Osama Malik Shin Hyung-Min 
Zenon Caravella Kim Jin-Ryong 


Bruce Djité Janis Zicu 


Evan Kostopoulos No Byung-Jun 


1 
4 
6 
3 
21 
5 
2 
7 
11 
23 
17 


Jain Ramsay Derek Asamoah 


Fabian Barbiero Lee Myung-Joo 
Teeboy Kamara Cho Chan-Ho 


Antony Golec Sin Jin-Ho 


Cameron Watson Hwang Gyo-Chung 


Jacob Melling Jung Hong-Yeon 


Mark Birighitti Kim Chan-Hee 


lain Fyfe Yoon Won-II 
Team Coach John Kosmina Team Coach Hwang Sun-Hong 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Tan Hai (People’s Republic of China) 


Jige Su (People's Republic of China) 


Wei Han (People's Republic of China) 


match report from keepup 
Adelaide United has climbed to the top of Group E in the AFC Champions League following a gutsy 1-0 victory over South Korean giants Pohang Steelers at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

With top position to play for, each side failed to carve out genuine chances and looked incapable of finding a breakthrough until Adelaide striker Bruce Djite struck at the death to give Reds the victory. 

Reds vice-captain Cassio delivered a half-volley cross against the by-line to Djite, who rose highest to prod in a looping header into the top right-hand corner. 

The 89th-minute winner lifts Adelaide into first place, three points clear of Pohang in second and on track to qualify for the knockout stages of the Asian tournament. 

Adelaide looked the livelier of two sides and raced out of the blocks in the opening minute. 

Brazilian left-back Cassio ran at the Pohang defence from deep slicing his way past two defenders before laying off wide to lain Ramsay, who hit a teasing ball across the face of goal just beyond of the reach of Djite 
tearing in on goal. 

Pohang struck back minutes later when Kim Jin-Ryong slid an inch perfect through ball into the path of Byung Jun, but the striker’s tame effort was blocked by former Adelaide captain Jon McKain. 

Pohang should have found the net on 10 minutes had Reds skipper Eugene Galekovic not produced a phenomenal save. 

With the ball trickling out Jin-Ryong managed to whip in a dipping and pinpoint cross from near the by-line to an unmarked No Byung-Jun whose header looked destined for the net until Galekovic intervened. 

The Reds keeper pulled off an incredible diving one-handed save to his right reminiscent of goalkeeping greats Gordon Banks and Peter Schmeichel, to turn the ball around the post and deny the South Korean attacker 
an opening goal. 

The match entered a lull for the rest of the half as it became riddled with errors and fouls. 

The second half began in a lively tone with both sides going close with back-to-back chances. 

Pohang were the first in the 48th minute when a hopeful cross landed favourably to lanis Zicu. 

The Romanian striker cleverly flicked on the ball to Derek Asamoah, but the Ghanaian’s powerful shot was thwarted by Galekovic, as Zicu smashed a follow up effort well over the bar. 

Pohang keeper Shin Hwa-Yong wasn’t to be outdone by his Australian counterpart moments later, denying Ramsay with a smart save down low after Adelaide had raced away on the counter. 

Talented attacker Evan Kostopoulos cut in from the wing and slithered his way into Pohang’s box before cutting a sharp ball back to Ramsay only for Shin to block the ball with his legs. 

Galekovic almost tainted his fine performance in goal when he fluffed a pass straight to Jin-Ryong who in turned released Asamoah through on goal. 

However the 2008-09 and 2009-10 A-League Goalkeeper of the Year spared his blushes with another fine stop. 

Reds creative spark Zenon Caravella almost found the breakthrough in the 67th minute when a corner spilt free to the midfielder primed on the edge of the box, but the 29-year-old’s thunderous drive flew just inches 
wide. 

With the match looking destined for a draw Adelaide finally broke the deadlock in the 89th minute when Djjite fired home Cassio’s cross to send the 7659-strong faithful into a frenzy. 

Adelaide United 1 (Djite 89) Pohang Steelers 0 

Crowd: 7659 at Hindmarsh Stadium 


The reverse group match was played on 3rd April 2012 at the Pohang Steel Yard, Pohang - score:- Pohang Steelers..1 v. Adelaide United..0 
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2012 AFC Champions League, Group E - Group Stage 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
2nd. May 2012, 19.30 


Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 


Adelaide United..0 v. Bunyodkor (Uzbekistan)..0 


7794 


Position 


Goal 
‘minute 


Yellow 
Card 


half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Bunyodkur..0 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


START LIST 


No. Position 


Goal 
(minute, 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


Eugene Galekovic 


Ignatiy Nesterov 


Jonathan McKain 


Hayrulla Karimov 


Cassio de Abreu Oliveira 


Anvar Gafurov 


Nigel Boogaard 


Emil Kenzhesariyev 


Dario Vidosié 


Akmal Shorakhmedov 


Fabian Barbiero 


David Carney 


Daniel Mullen 


Victor Karpenko 


Osama Malik 


Jan Kozak 


Zenon Caravella 


Lutfulla To'rayev 


Bruce Djité 


Jovion Ibrokhimov 


1 
4 
6 
3 
10 
18 
5 
2 
7 
11 
17 


Kamoliddin Murzoyev 


Evan Kostopoulos 


Alibobo Rakhmatullaev 
Shavkat Salomov 


Teeboy Kamara 


Anvarjon Soliev 


Sergio van Dijk 


Slavoljub Dordevié 


Antony Golec 
Mark Birighitti 


Bakhodir Pardayev 
Ruslan Melziddinov 


Team Coach 


Francisco Usucar Pasquetta 
John Kosmina 


Team Coach 


Akbar Turaev 
Mirjalol Qosimov 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from abc 


Lam Chi Ho (Hong Kong) 


Adelaide United have moved into the Asian Champions League's second round after a scoreless draw against Uzbekistan's Bunyodkor on Wednesday night. 
The Reds earnt one point for the Hindmarsh Stadium stalemate, enough to keep them top of their group in the rich Asian competition. 

With one match remaining, United are assured of advancing to the group of 16 despite failing to break Bunyodkor. 
Adelaide winger lain Ramsay had the best scoring chances against the Uzbeks, who showed rare attacking intent. 
Ramsay, a frequent threat along the left flank, was played into range by an insightful Bruce Djite through ball in the 13th minute but shot over the bar. 
Some nine minutes later the Reds speedster's opportunistic 10-metre shot was blocked by a Bunyodkor body on the goal line to the dismay of the parochial 7,794-strong crowd. 
After half-time, Bunyodkor enjoyed their most dangerous patch with captain Viktor Karpenko and midfielder Lutfulla Turaev each forcing saves from Adelaide goalkeeper Eugene Galekovic within five minutes. 
The Reds, who entered the fixture with three wins from four ACL matches this campaign, then failed to grasp two more genuine opportunities. 
Defender lain Fyfe, substituting for Osama Malik who was labouring with a knee injury, missed a close-range header in the 66th minute. 

And Fabian Barbiero's speculative 15m drive deflected from a team-mate and landed wide some four minutes later. 
Adelaide's final group match is away to Japan's Gamba Osaka in a fortnight. 
United will now finish first or second in the group but will look to lock up top spot in order to claim a home fixture for the round of 16. 
"Obviously we have confirmed our spot now in the second round," United's acting coach Luciano Trani said. 
“The objective was pretty much achieved tonight, so that is a good thing.” 


Bunyodkor coach Mirdjalal Kasimov said the draw was a fitting result, while remaining hopeful of advancing to the next stage with a win in his side's final group match. 


In the other Group E match, Pohang Steelers beat Gamba Osaka 2-0 at home and will face off against Bunyodkor to decide who makes the knock-outs, with the Uzbeks needing a win to go through. 


The reverse group match was played on 6th March 2012 at the JAR Stadium, Tashkent - score:- Bunyodkor..1 v. Adelaide United..2 
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2012 AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
16th. May 2012, 19.30 Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 5615 
(Lang Park) 
Brisbane Roar..1 v. Beijing Guoan (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Brisbane Roar..1 v. Beijing Guoan..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name (minute) |__Card__| Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) |__Card___| Red Card| substitution 


Michael Theo (c ) GK Bai Xiaolei 
Sayed Mohamed Adnan Hussain DF ___|Lang Zheng 
Matthew Jurman DF Jiao Zhe 

Ivan Franji¢ DF Yu Yang 
Corey Brown Shao Jiayi (c ) 
Erik Paartalu Zhang Xiaobin 
Thomas Broich Zhu Yifan 

8 Massimo Murdocca Zhang Xizhe 

7 Mitchell Nichols Yang Yun 

7 Besart Berisha 


1 
9 Kofi Danning 


21 James Meyer Andrija Kaluderovié 
Nathan Luke Brattan Wang Changqing 

Rocky Visconte 33 FW ___|Mao Jiangin 

Nicholas Fitzgerald Hou Sen 

George Lambadaridis Xu Yunlong 

James Donachie Zhang Xinxin 

Matthew Acton Zhang Jian 

Team Coach Rado Vidosic Team Coach Jaime Moreira Pacheco 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Ali Hamad Madhad Saif Al Badwawi (United Arab Emirates) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Saleh Mohamed Abdulla Hassan Al Marzougi (United Arab Emirates) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Sulaiman Salim Alhumaudi Omar Aladab (United Arab Emirates) 


match report from brisbaneroar.com.au 

Brisbane Roar have wrapped up their 2012 season with an entertaining 1-1 draw with Beijing Guoan at Brisbane Stadium tonight. 

Two early strikes set the tone for the AFC Champions League fixture which could have easily seen plenty more goals, if a little bit more luck was on the side of Rado Vidosic and his team. 

After a rusty first 15 minutes, Besart Berisha and Mitch Nichols made amends for two almost identical off-target headers by combining with the in-favour Kofi Danning for the match's opening goal. 

Nichols’ clean pass through the Beijing defence required just the first time touch from Danning, who in turn set up a confident, left-footed finish from his Albanian strike partner. 

Five minutes later, Berisha almost made it two when Danning outpaced Xu Wu and sent in a similar delivery into the penalty box but the ball ended up the wrong side of the upright. 

With arguably five clear cut chances in front of goal and an overwhelming hold on the possession statistics, Brisbane were unlucky to find themselves on level terms just after the half hour mark although the classy 
strike from Li Hanbo was well worthy of the continental stage. 

The chances to add to their goal tally were coming thick and fast for the Roar in the second half — Danning looking particularly lively in the final third. 

Massimo Murdocca forcing a diving save from Bai Xiaolei in the 68th minute before the Beijing ‘keeper did well to deny an Erik Paartalu header from point blank range two minutes later. 

With just moments remaining on the clock, Brisbane were doing all they could to find the elusive second goal to secure their maiden win in the AFC Champions League campaign. 

Most notably, substitute James Meyer's shot taking a wicked deflection before Berisha's powerful strike bounced agonisingly off the woodwork to end a frustrating second period for the Hyundai A-League Champions. 
Despite not taking all three points, Rado Vidosic was pleased with the performance of his players. 

“I'm very proud of the boys, they came here tonight and played for the colours of our club,” he said. 

“They gave everything they had and you saw at the end, physically, we looked much, much stronger than our opponents.” 

Brisbane Roar 1 (Besart BERISHA 15-) Beijing Guoan 1 (LI Hanbao 34-) 

Wednesday, 16 May 2012 

Brisbane Stadium, Milton, Brisbane 

Referee: Ali ALBADWAWI (UAE) 

Crowd: 5,615 

Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael THEOKLITOS (gk) (C), 4. Matthew JURMAN, 5. lvan FRANJIC, 6. Erik PAARTALU (18. Luke BRATTAN 81-), 7. Besart BERISHA, 8. Massimo MURDOCCA, 9. Kofi DANNING, 

16. Sayed Mohamed ADNAN, 17. Mitch NICHOLS (21. James MEYER 76-), 22. Thomas BROICH, 26. Corey BROWN 

Substitutes Not Used: 14. Rocky VISCONTE, , 24. Nick FITZGERALD, 25. George LAMBADARIDIS, 27. James DONACHIE, 30. Matthew ACTON 

Yellow cards: Mitch NICHOLS 32-, Besart BERISHA 39-, lvan FRANJIC 41- 

Beijing Guoan: 1. YU Yang, 10. ZHANG Xizhe, 14. YANG Yun, 16. ZHANG Xiaobin (33. MAO Jianqing 77-), 17. XU Wu, 18. LANG Zheng, 21. ZHU Yifan, 24. LI Hanbo (7. WANG Changgqing 74-), 25. JAIO Zhe, 
29. SHAO Jiayi (c) (15. ANDRIJA Kaluderovic 50-), 36. BAI Xiaolei (gk) 

Substitutes Not Used: 12. HOU Sen, 13. XU Yunlong, 20. ZHANG Xinxin, 28. ZHANG Jian, 

Yellow cards: XU Wu 17-, JIAO Zhe 41- 
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The reverse group match was played on 20th March 2012 at the Workers Stadium, Beijing - score:- Beijing Guoan..1 v. Brisbane Roar..1 
Brisbane Roar and Beijing Guoan were tied on their head-to-head record (2 pts, 0 GD, 2 GF), overall goal difference and overall goals scored, and so were ranked by their fair play record (Brisbane Roar: 12 pts; 


Beijing Guoan: 18 pts). 
Brisbane Roar were eliminated from the competition. 
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Date & Time 


2012 AFC Champions League, Round of 16 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


29th. May 2012, 19.30 


Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 


Adelaide United..1 v. Nagoya Grampus (Japan)..0 


9758 


Position 


Goal 


Name (minute) 


half time, Adelaide United..1 v. 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


Nagoya Grampus..0 


Position Name 


Goal 
| (minute) 


Red Card} substitution 


Eugene Galekovié 


Seigo Narazaki 


Jonathan McKain 41 


Marcus Tanaka 


Cassio de Abreu Oliveira 


Takahiro Masukawa 


Nigel Boogaard 


Shohei Abe 


lain Fyfe 


Daniel Silva dos Santos 


Dario VidoSi¢ 


Jungo Fujimoto 


Fabian Barbiero 


Yoshizumi Ogawa 


Daniel Mullen 
Zenon Caravella 


Taishi Taguchi 
Keiji Tamada 


Bruce Djité 
lain Ramsay 


Joshua Kenned; 
Kensuke Nagai 


Sergio van Dijk 


Mu Kanazaki 


Evan Kostopoulos 


Hayuma Tanaka 


Teeboy Kamara 


Teruki Tanaka 


14 


Antony Golec 
Cameron Watson 


Yuki Maki 
Yosuke Ishibitsu 


20 


Mark Birighitti 


Alessandro dos Santos 


21 
Team Coach 


Francisco Usucar Pasquetta 
John Kosmina 


Team Coach 


Yoshinari Takagi 
Dragan Stojkovié 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 


Abdul bin Abdul Bashir (Singapore, 
Tang Yew Mun (Singapore) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Edwin Tzu Lee (Singapore) 


Daniel Silva dos Santos is also known as Daniel Tijolo. 


match report from theroar.com.au 
Defender Jon McKain scored as Adelaide United downed Japan’s Nagoya Grampus 1-0 on Tuesday night to advance into the quarter-finals of the Asian Champions League. 
McKain’s lucky opening half goal ensured Adelaide moved into the final eight of the lucrative Asian competition — just weeks after failing to reach the finals of the domestic A-League. 
McKain scored in the 41st minute of the knockout Hindmarsh Stadium fixture through good fortune more than good planning. 

A Dario Vidosic curler bobbled in the box with Nagoya defenders scrambling for control, when the ball deflected towards McKain near the goal line. 
The defender, who was deposed midseason as Adelaide captain in favour of Eugene Galekovic, appeared to luckily shin the ball, with little control, over the line to delight the 9,758-strong Adelaide crowd. 
The breakthrough came after an earlier miracle save by Galekovic denied the highly-rated J-League outfit an opener. 


The Adelaide skipper appeared to be beaten by a header from Josh Kennedy in the 33rd minute when the Socceroo striker found a slither of space a metre out. 


His header was angled into goal, only for Galekovic to thrust out his left glove, which was behind his diving body when he deflected the ball from danger. 
Galekovic, who kept four clean sheets as Adelaide topped their group in the rich Asian competition, produced another reflex top shelf save in the 63rd minute to maintain Adelaide's lead. 
Some 20 minutes later, Reds midfielder Fabian Barbiero blew a gilt-edged chance to double Adelaide’s advantage when he chipped over the bar with only the ‘keeper to beat. 

And striker Sergio van Dijk belted a 20 metre blast into the cross bar in the 87th minute. 
Adelaide, superbly served by left winger lain Ramsay and playmaker Vidosic, booked a quarter-final berth against an as-yet undetermined opponent. 
Adelaide United assistant coach Luciano Trani said making the quarter-finals was an “undescribable” (sic) achievement for the club. 

“The team is coming together very well and now that we continue on, it’s about having that little bit more depth in our play,” Trani said. 

Nagoya Grampus coach Dragan Stojkovic said his team failed to capitalise on their scoring chances. 
“We were not good enough ... we don’t know how to score the goal and we paid the price,” he said. 
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Date & Time 


2012 AFC Champions League, Quarter Final, 1st. Leg 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


19th. September 2012, 19.30 


Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 


Adelaide United..2 v. Bunyodkor (Uzbekistan)..2 


10366 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Adelaide United..2 v. Bunyodkor..1 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
| (minute) 


Red Card} substitution 


Eugene Galekovié 


Ignatiy Nesterov 


Cassio de Abreu Oliveira 


Hayrulla Karimov 


Nigel Boogaard 


Anvar Gafurov 


lain Fyfe 


Artyom Filiposyan 


Daniel Bowles 


Akmal Shorakhmedov 


Dario VidoSi¢ 


Victor Karpenko 


Fabian Barbiero 


Jasur Khasanov 


Cameron Watson 
Bruce Djité 


Jan Kozak 
Lutfulla To'rayev 


Evan Kostopoulos 
lain Ramsay 


Jovion Ibrokhimov 
Kamoliddin Murzoyev 


Antony Golec 


Shavkat Salomov 


Sergio van Dijk 


Anvarjon Soliev 


Jer6nimo Morales Neumann 


Ilkhom Shomurodov 


Osama Malik 
Jordan Elsey 


Sahob Jo'rayev 
Bakhodir Pardayev 


Paul Izzo 


Ruslan Melziddinov 


Team Coach 


Jake Barker-Daish 
John Kosmina 


Team Coach 


Akbar Turaev 
Mirjalol Qosimov 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Abdullah Al Hilali (Oman) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Hamed Al Mayahi (Oman, 
Saif Al Ghafri (Oman) 


match report from theroar.com.au 
Adelaide United were unhinged by Uzbekistan’s Bunyodkor in a heated 2-2 draw in Wednesday night’s Asian Champions League quarter-final. 
The Reds squandered a two goal lead in the first leg of the quarter-final on their home turf at Hindmarsh Stadium. 
Adelaide, with goals to lain Ramsay and Evan Kostopoulos, dominated the Uzbeks early but the tide turned when Reds defender Nigel Boogard was sent off just before halftime. 
Bunyodkor scored from the resulting free kick and equalised against a flagging 10-man Adelaide in the second half to bank precious away goals before their return bout in Uzbekistan on October 3. 
Ramsay and Kostopoulos scored in the initial 18 minutes as Adelaide took command against a seemingly brittle Bunyodkor. 
Ramsay's opportunistic seventh minute strike came after Dario Vidosic mis-timed a shot, the ball rolling across the goal face — Adelaide’s left winger pounced and pushed a sliding left-footer into the net. 
His 22-year-old teammate Kostopoulos logged his first goal for the Reds in an official match some 11 minutes later when a corner fell at his feet. 
Kostopoulos’ initial shot was blocked but the ball rebounded to gift him a second chance — and he took it with a swift left boot. 


But Bunyodkor’s fortunes changed when Adelaide’s Boogard was marched in the 42nd minute. 
Boogard fell behind in a foot-race with forward Murzoev Kamoliddin as they chased a dangerous Bunyodkor long ball which neared Adelaide’s defensive box. 


The Reds defender pulled at Kamoliddin’s right arm, causing the Bunyodkor attacker to fall. 
And from the free kick, defender Anvar Gafurov expertly curled a 25-metre left-footer into the top right corner of the net. 
A depleted Adelaide lost their lead in the 75th minute when Shavkat Salomov scored when the ball inexplicably passed through lain Fyfe’s legs on the goal line, allowing the Bunyodkor substitute to goal from less than 


a metre out. 


Adelaide assistant coach Michael Valkanis said Boogard’s sending off “changed the complexion of the game”. 


“We had played extremely good, attacking football and possibly could have had four or five goals,” he said. 


“It (Boogard’s red card) changed our whole game plan.” 


But Valkanis said the Reds would remain positive heading to the Tashkent for the October 3 second leg. 
“It's still on for us going over there ... we have got to try and win the game,” he said. 

Bunyodkor coach Mirdjalal Kasimov agreed that Boogard’s red card was a game-changer. 
“The red card was a help for us,” he said. 
“Of course it is a plus that we scored two goals but it doesn’t mean we can relax in Tashkent.” 


The Quarter Final, 2nd. leg match was played on 3rd October 2012 at the JAR Stadium, Tashkent - score:- Bunyodkor..3 v. Adelaide United..2 (after extra time) 


Aggregate :- 5-4; to Bunyodkor and Adelaide United was eliminated from the competition. 
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2013 


A 2013 AFC Champions League Qualifying Play-off (East Zone) was played on 13th February 2013 at the New I-Mobile Stadium, Buriiram, Thailand - score:- Buriram United..0 v. Brisbane Roar..0 (after extra time) 
Buriram United won the penalty shoot-out 3-0 and Brisbane Roar was eliminated from the competition. 


2013 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 
Date & Time Venue 


27th. February 2013, 19.00 Central Coast Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford, 4529 
New South Wales (Grahame Park) 


Central Coast Mariners FC..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings (Korea Republic)..0 
half time, Central Coast Mariners FC..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
No. Position ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution No. Position ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution 


START LIST 


Weather Temperature Attendance 


DF Joshua Rose Choi Jae-Soo 

DF Pedrag "Pedj" Bojic Kwak Kwang-Seon 
DF Zachary "Zac" Anderson Hong Chul 

DF Trent Sainsbury Eddy Bosnar 

MF Oliver Bozanié Kim Do-Heon 

MF Michael McGlinchey Oh Jang-Eun 

MI Nicholas "Nick" Montgomery Seo Jung-Jin 


IF 
Nicholas "Nick" Fitzgerald 
PCT 14 | FW_[Chong Tae-Se 
SUBSTITUTES 


i 
Cho Ji-Hun a (a) Se) EE 
Mitchell Duke 


Kim Dae-Kyung 
Justin Pasfield Stevica Risti¢ 
Brent Griffiths Yang Dong-Won 
Hayden Morton Lee Jong-Min 
Adriano Pellegrino Yeon Jei-Min 
Anthony Caceres Cho Yong-Tae 


Graham Arnold Seo Jung-Won 
Ali Abduinabi (Bahrain, Po 


[Assistant Referee 1 | Nawaf Khalifa (Bahrain) 
[Assistant Referee 2 |Mohamed Saiman (Bahrain) 
match report from sg.news.yahoo.com 


Australia's Central Coast Mariners were left to rue a late penalty miss as they were held 0-0 by Suwon Bluewings of South Korea in the AFC Champions League on Wednesday. 


The Mariners, Australia's only team in the Asian club competition, looked sure to secure all the points at their home ground in Gosford when Kwak Kwang-Seon handled inside the box in the final minutes. 
However, Nick Montgomery's effort was saved, leaving it all square after the Mariners failed to capitalise on a number of chances against the 2011 semi-finalists. 


The reverse group match was played on 23rd April 2013 at the Suwon World Cup Stadium, Suwon - score:- Suwon Samsung Bluewings..0 v. Central Coast Mariners..1 
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2013 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
F Central Coast Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford, 
fra, April 2013,,19-00 New South Wales (Grahame Park) 3518 


Central Coast Mariners..2 v. Guizhou Renhe (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Central Coast Mariners..0 v. Guizhou Renhe..O 
Goal Goal 
Position (minute) . Position (minute) 


Mathew Ryan 71(og) GK ___|Zhang Lie 
6 DF Patrick Zwaanswijk 17 DF Sun Jihai (c) 
4 DF Pedrag "Pedj" Bojic¢ 7 DF Victoriano "Nano" Rivas Alvaro 


3 DF Joshua Rose DF Yu Hai 
6 DF Trent Sainsbury DF Wu Wei 
4 Mi Michael McGlinche: MF Zvjezdan Misimovic 


IF 
MF Nicholas "Nick" Montgomery 4 Gyawe Jonas Salley 
MF John Hutchinson (c ) Yang Hao 

FW ___|Daniel McBreen Chen Jie 

FW Bernie Ibini-Isei Rao Weihui 

FW ___|Mile Sterjovski Zlatan Muslimovié 


Oliver Bozanic 


Bradley "Brad" McDonald 
DF 
r 


Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manage 
Referee Abdullah Al Boushi (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 1 |Hassan Al Thawadi (Qatar, fs 
Assistant Referee 2 |Ramzan Al Naemi (Qatar) (= — —— = ii 


match report from ccmariners.co,.au 

Central Coast Mariners outclassed China-s Guizhou Renhe in Gosford on Wednesday, securing a crucial 2-1 AFC Champions League Group H victory. 

The Mariners enhanced their chances of qualifying for the knockout phase of Asia-s premier club competition via second half goals from defensive duo Pedj Bojic and Trent Sainsbury. 

Bojic put the Mariners ahead early in the second half with a stunning left foot strike, before the dangerous Zvjezdan Misimovic floated in a troublesome free kick on 71 minutes for Guizhou. Unfortunately for Graham 
Arnold's team, outstanding left back Joshua Rose glanced Misimovic-s effort onto the post before the ball found its way into the net via the chest of Mariners custodian Mathew Ryan. 

Central Coast showed character late in their dominant performance, and sealed a deserved win — just their second ever in the AFC Champions League — in the 80th minute. 

The impressive Michael McGlinchey-s turned his defender inside out wide on the right, before delivering an inch-perfect cross to a charging Sainsbury. The 21-year-old made no mistake in placing his confident header 
into the back of the net to deliver Central Coast all three points, and score his first ever competitive goal for the Club. 
The win propelled the Mariners to four points from three AFC Champions League matchdays, ensuring their fate in this year-s competition is well and truly in their own hands heading into the second half of the group 
stage. 
Despite the game being goalless at halftime, the first 45 was full of energy as the sides moved the ball around swiftly on the slick surface. 

The first talking point of the match was an apparent handball committed by Guizhou-s Wu Wei in his own area just three minutes in that was overlooked by the officials. 

Former German Bundesliga winner Misimovic is known for his dangerous free kicks and whipped one in from the left side in the seventh minute. The vicious cross made its way through several defenders and just 
eluded the onrushing Yu Hai. 
The Mariners looked to be on top for majority of the first half although the biggest chance of the opening 45 fell to Gong Lei-s team in the 32nd minute through Zlatan Muslimovic. The former Udinese attacker found 
himself one-on-one with Ryan after linking up well with his countryman Misimovic. 
Muslimovic-s first touch was just too heavy, with Ryan able to thwart his close range shot. With the ball loose, Ryan reached around Muslimovic and pulled the ball onto the attacker and over the goal line. 

The second half took off in cracking fashion with the Mariners- elusive wingback Bojic bending a shot from outside the area beyond Guizhou ‘keeper Zhang Li just six minutes after the restart. 

After some positive Guizhou play, the Mariners crafted two good chances to extend their advantage in quick succession. 

First, Bernie Ibini fired off a powerful shot that was stopped by Zhang, while in the 57th minute the Hyundai A-League-s Golden Boot winner, Daniel McBreen, had a chance to double his side-s lead from close range. 
Unfortunately, McBreen scooped his shot over the bar following strong work from Rose and Ibini. 

It was a Central Coast own goal that leveled the scores in Gosford with less than 20 minutes remaining, before Sainsbury made no mistake with his header less than ten minutes from time to win the game for the hosts. 
Following the game, Central Coast Mariners boss Arnold said his team knew the game against Guizhou was a “must win”, and expressed his delight in his team-s performance against one of China-s biggest clubs. 
“Three points was a must tonight,” Arnold said. “It was either three points or bust for us.” 

“To be able to get the three points and perform that way was exceptional.” 

“It could have easily been three or four nil before they scored. It was a very sloppy goal to give away. We gave them energy to get back into the game, but overall it was a fantastic performance.” 

“| think we-ve shown over the last three years that we belong in the (AFC) Champions League.” 
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Central Coast Mariners play their next AFC Champions League fixture next Tuesday 9 April away to Guizhou Renhe in Guiyang. 

With Japan-s Kashiwa Reysol having dismantled Korea Republic-s Suwon Bluewings 6-2 in the other Group H game played on Wednesday, a positive result in China would further enhance the Mariners- hopes of 
reaching the last 16 of Asia-s most prestigious club tournament. 

Central Coast Mariners 2 (Bojic 51-, Sainsbury 80-) Guizhou Renhe 1 (Ryan (OG) 71-) 

Central Coast Mariners (AUS): 1. Mathew RYAN (Gk), 2. Daniel MCBREEN, 3. Joshua ROSE, 4. Pedj BOJIC, 6. Patrick ZWAANSWIJK, 7. John HUTCHINSON (c), 9. Bernie IBINI, 14. Michael MCGLINCHEY, 
16. Trent SAINSBURY, 18. Nick MONTGOMERY (11. Oliver BOZANIC 84-), 21. Mile STERJOVSKI 

Substitutes not used: 13. Brent GRIFFITHS, 15. Brad MCDONALD, 17. Anthony CACERES, 20. Justin PASFIELD (Gk), 24. Hayden MORTON, 29. Nick FITZGERALF 

Yellow cards: Hutchinson, Ibini 

Guizhou Renhe (CHN): 4. Jonas SALLEY, 5. Wu WEI (13. Shi LIANG 68-), 7. NANO, 9. Zlatan MUSLIMOVIC, 10. Zvjezdan MISIMOVIC, 12. Zhang LIE (Gk), 15. Chen JIE (25. Li KAI 58-), 17. Sun JIHAI (c), 
21. Yu HAI, 29. Yang HAO (14. Yang YIHU 85-), 31. Rao WEIHUI 

Substitutes not used: 1. Jun SHEN (Gk), 8. Li CHUNYU, 27. Qu BO, 37. Yu RUI 

Yellow cards: Kai 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 

Referee: Abdullah BALOUSHI (Qatar) 


The reverse group match was played on 9th April 2013 at the Guiyang Olympic Sports Centre, Guiyang - score:- Guizhou Renhe..2 v. Central Coast Mariners..1 
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2013 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
30th. April 2013, 20.30 Central Coast Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford, 7623 
New South Wales (Grahame Park) 


Central Coast Mariners..0 v. Kashiwa Reysol (Japan)..3 
half time, Central Coast Mariners..0 v. Kashiwa Reysol..0 
Goal Yellow Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Card _|Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) Card _|Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 


1 Takanori Sugeno 


21 GK 
Pedrag "Pedj” Bojié Naoya Kondo 
3 DF Joshua Rose 27 DF Kim Chang-Soo 
DF Trent Sainsbury 23 DF Hirofumi Watanabe 
MF Michael McGlinchey 15 MF Jorge Wagner Goés Concei cao 


MF Nicholas "Nick" Montgomery Hiroyuki Taniguchi 
John Hutchinson (c ) Ryoichi Kurisawa 


7 MF 
Daniel McBreen MF ___|Leandro Domingues Barbosa 

9 FW ___|Bernie Ibini-lsei FW Cleverson "Cleo" Cordova 
PCE 9 TC FW [MasatoKudo 
SUBSTITUTES 
| 19 | FW |MitchellDuke 8 nya Tanaka 
Daisuke Suzuki 

8 MF 7 


Adriano Pellegrino MF Hidekazu Otani 
Brent Griffiths GK Koji Inada 
Justin Pasfield MF Akimi Barada 
Nicholas Fitzgerald 30 DF Ryosuke Yamanaka 
Graham Arnold Nélson "Nelsinho" Baptista Junior 
Valentin Kovalenko (Uzbekistan, 


aS i 
Assistant Referee 1 | Rafael I ljiasov (Russia) 
assent foes 7 [Maar SHG (UxDoERag] | 
match report from abc 
Some of the gloss was taken off Central Coast's brilliant fortnight in a 3-0 Asian Champions League loss to Kashiwa Reysol at Bluetongue Stadium on Tuesday night. 
But the A-League champion Mariners have still become just the third Australian side to ever reach the round of 16 thanks to Korean side Suwon Bluewings holding Guizhou Renhe 2-2 on the road. 
"That softens the blow a little bit, but Kashiwa are a quality side," said Mariners coach Graham Arnold. 
"| thought we played very well up until the first goal and we had a chance with one getting cleared off the line but Kashiwa played very well. We're through to the last 16, that's the main thing. 
"We're thankful to Suwon for helping us tonight." 
Awin to Guizhou would have put the Chinese outfit above Central Coast in the Group H standings on points, but the draw made sure Graham Arnold's outfit sneaked through. 
The Gosford faithful remained in the stands as players and fans alike held their breath and tracked the scores online to see whether the Mariners' season would continue. 
Star striker and A-League Golden Boot winner Daniel McBreen, who had a seemingly rare night without a goal, told Fox Sports that the loss did not matter in the grand scheme of things. 
"Not really; we're through so who cares?" he said. 
"It's amazing, it's something that we've been targeting to do for a few years. 
"The guys worked so hard, all the travel that's involved - | know we keep going on about it but it does take its toll - it's just amazing." 
Kashiwa put three goals past the Mariners the last time these two sides met, in Japan in March. 
This time Central Coast conceded all three goals after the break in front of its home crowd after holding the Japanese outfit scoreless in the opening stanza. 
Japan under-23 representative forward Masato Kudo got the visitors on the board first right before the hour mark. 
The second and third goals came off Brazilian boots as on-loan striker Cleo beat Mariners goal-keeper Mat Ryan at 79 minutes before countryman Leandro Domingues made it 3-0 six minutes later. 
Kashiwa Reysol: 3 (Kudo 59', Cleo 79', Domingues 85') Central Coast: 0 


The reverse group match was played on 13th March 2013 at the Hitachi Kashiwa Soccer Stadium, Kashiwa - score:- Kashiwa Reysol..3 v. Central Coast Mariners..1 
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2013 AFC Champions League, Round of 16, 1st. Leg 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 
Central Coast Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford, 
fot May/20 1S 12.30 New South Wales (Grahame Park) 


Cold and windy 16C 
Central Coast Mariners..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande (People's Republic of China)..2 
half time, Central Coast Mariners..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande..1 


Attendance 
8953 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


GK 


Zeng Cheng 


Sun Xiang 


DF Patrick Zwaanswijk 
DF Pedrag "Pedj" Boji¢ 


AID 


Feng Xiaoting 
Kim Young-Gwon 


wlan 


Zhang Linpeng 


cS 


DF Zachary "Zac" Anderson 
DF Joshua Rose 

Mi Michael McGlinche: 

MI 


ala 
& 


Zheng Zhi(c 
Zhao Xuri 


Mi John Hutchinson (c ) 


IF 
IF Nicholas "Nick" Montgomery 
IF 


Dario Conca 


Daniel McBreen 


Lucas Barrios Caceres 


OININ 


Bernie Ibini-lsei 


Gao Lin 


= 
© 


Luiz "Muriqui" da Conceigao Silva 


29 FW 

8 MF Yi Teng 
Bradley "Brad" McDonald 
Team Coach 
Team Manager 
Referee 
Tang Yew Mun (Singapore, 
Jeffrey Goh Gek Pheng 


match report from ccmariners.com.au 

Central Coast Mariners gave up an early lead to Chinese Super League giant Guangzhou Evergrande to go down 2-1 in their 2013 AFC Champions League Round of 16 First-Leg tie in Gosford on Wednesday. 
Despite a passionate display by the Mariners who fought hard for 90 minutes, Mitchell Duke's seventh minute goal wasn't enough to overcome the South American inspired Asian heavyweights, who netted through 
Paraguayan superstar Lucas Barrios and Brazilian ace Muriqui. 
The Mariners started brightly and took the lead early on. Bernie Ibini held the ball up well on the corner of the 18-yard box before precisely lifting it into the path of Duke. The young marksman, who has been training 
with the Australian National Team recently, connected with lIbini's crafty pass with his root boot, making no mistake in sending the ball beyond Zeng Cheng and into the back of the net. 

Central Coast's intent to take the game to Guangzhou was clear and the Mariners held the majority of possession in the opening 20 minutes of play, offering Marcello Lippi's Evergrande little chance to attack. 
Guangzhou's first real opportunity fell in the 21st minute as former Celtic midfielder Zheng Zhi fired a powerful shot at Mathew Ryan. Ryan pushed the shot away with his chest, and while the follow up fell to Dario 
Conca, a lunging Patrick Zwaanswijk managed to deflect the Argentine's effort behind for a corner. 
The back-to-back Chinese Super League winners levelled proceedings in the 28th minute via a powerful Barrios strike. An Evergrande effort from outside the area fell kindly to the former Colo Colo and BVB Borussia 
Dortmund man just inside the area, with Barrios droving a forceful volley beyond Ryan to restore parity to the contest. 
Guangzhou's goal did not deter the attacking effort of the Mariners who continued to press high. Ibini, Duke, Daniel McBreen and Michael McGlinchey were proving particularly influential for Graham Arnold's team on 
the night. 
After going to the break at 1-1, 2012/13 A-League Golden Boot winner Daniel McBreen tried to restore the Mariners’ advantage early in the second stanza. McBreen struck a crisp shot at Zeng but his effort on the 
angle found the ‘keeper. 
Attacker Gao Lin had been highlighted as a key man for Evergrande and Ryan needed to tip his freakish bicycle kick over the bar soon after the restart. 
And while the Mariners shot stopper pulled off some great saves throughout the contest, he was powerless to prevent Muriqui from scoring his team's second of the evening 76 minutes in. Gao touched the ball into the 
path of the Brazilian attacker before he curled his shot beyond the outstretched left arm of Ryan to give his side a 2-1 lead. 
The influential Duke nearly struck an equaliser for the Mariners in the 88th minute as he fired a volley from close range at goal. Unfortunately for Arnold's outfit, Zeng was again well positioned, dropping low to stop the 
ball which had been struck through a sea of legs. 

The defeat in Gosford will make things difficult for Central Coast in the second-leg of their AFC Champions League Round of 16 tie against Guangzhou Evergrande in China next week. 

The Mariners need to win by two clear goals away from home to advance directly to the last eight of Asia's premier club competition. Only a 2-1 Central Coast win at the Tianhe Stadium in Guangzhou next 
Wednesday will send the two-legged playoff into extra time in China. 

Central Coast Mariners 1 (Duke 7-) Guangzhou Evergrande 2 (Barrios 28-, Muriqui 76-) 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 

Central Coast Mariners: 1. Mathew RYAN (Gk), 2. Daniel MCBREEN, 3. Joshua ROSE, 4. Pedj BOJIC, 5. Zac ANDERSON, 6. Patrick ZWAANSWIJK, 7. John HUTCHINSON (c), 9. Bernie IBINI 


Huang Bowen 


Feng Renliang 


Graham Arnold Team Coach Marcello Lippi 
Team Manager 
Abdul bin Abdul Bashir (Singapore, 


16 MF 
3 DF 
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(29. Nick FITZGERALD 79-), 14. Michael MCGLINCHEY, 18. Nick MONTGOMERY (11. Oliver BOZANIC 82-), 19. Mitchell DUKE 
Substitutes not used: 8. Adriano PELLEGRINO, 15. Brad MCDONALD, 17. Anthony CACERES, 20. Justin PASFIELD (Gk), 21. Mile STERJOVSKI 


Yellow cards: Zwaanswijk 
Guangzhou Evergrande: 5. Zhang LINPENG, 6. Feng XIAOTING, 10. Zheng ZHI (c), 11. MURIQUI, 15. Dario CONCA, 18. Lucas BARRIOS, 19. Zeng CHENG, 28. Kim YOUNG GWON, 29. Gao LIN 


(4. Zhao PENG 85-), 32. Sun XIANG, 37. Zhao XURI (16. Huang BOWEN 72-) 

Substitutes not used: 3. Yi TENG, 7. Feng JUNYAN, 14. Feng RENLIANG, 22. Li SHUAI, 33. Rong HAO 
Yellow cards: Huang 

Attendance: 8,953 

Referee: Abdul Malik Abdul Bashir (Singapore) 


The second leg of this match was played on 22nd May 2013 at the Tianhe Stadium, Guangzhou - score:- Guangzhou Evergrande..3 v. Central Coast Mariners..0 
Aggregate :- 5-1; to Guangzhou Evergrande and Central Coast Mariners was eliminated from the competition. 


2013.6 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
20th. July 2013, 19.30 ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 83127 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 


A-League All Stars..1 v. Manchester United..5 

half time, A-League All Stars..0 v. Manchester United..2 
Goal i Goal 
Position (minute) Red Card} substitution . Position (minute) Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 


Pedj Bojic DF Rafael Pereira da Silva "Rafael" 

ee a a 
Michael Beauchamp Rio Ferdinand 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley Patrice Evra (c) 
Brett Emerton (c ) Jesse Lingard 
Liam Miller Michael Carrick 
Joshua Rose Thomas Cleverley 
Michael McGlinche Dazet Wilfried Zaha "Wilfried" 
a a a ea 1 a OY 
[22 | _FW__|Thomas Broich_ |_| | | 72 | 11 | FW_|RyanGiggs =i —SsSC~idSCCSCidSCOSCSC~dC CC‘ _C*' 
SUBSTITUTES 
}—38__|_GK__|fefrael Treg OAV 0 C8 ee > | —_} 
12 | BF oshua Risdon J | aed) rebio Pereira ds Silva “repo” | 

16 DF 


Connor Chapman Michael Keane a 
Anderson de Abreu Oliveira 
Rhyan Grant "Anderson" 70 
Marcelo Carrusca Adnan Januzaj 70* 
Billy Celeski Robin van Persie 62 
Paul Ifill 
ps =|'t= 


73 a David Williams Po 
19 FW __|Mark Bridge a ee ef il 


Team Coach Ange Postecoglou Team Coach David Moyes 
Assistant Coach Assistant Coach 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee 


match report from The Guardian 

However his Manchester United career develops Jesse Lingard will be recalled as the first scorer of the David Moyes era, the 20-year-old collecting neatly from Tom Cleverley's pass, after Danny Welbeck dummied, 
to finish on 11 minutes. 

Following last weekend's 1-0 defeat to Singha All Stars in Bangkok in Moyes's inaugural outing in charge, the goal settled his side down, and with Wilfried Zaha starting sharp, United were slicker, quicker and more 
incisive as the contest unfolded. 

Welbeck, who previously finished in a United shirt on 13 February at Real Madrid, was the man with his side's second. This time Lingard found Ryan Giggs, whose weighted pass was slotted confidently by the striker 
beyond Ante Covic. 

As with last weekend's defeat, United were vulnerable to being turned. An illustration came when Besart Berisha fed Thomas Broich in a move that too easily split the tourists' defence. The forward's shot missed 
Anders Lindegaard's goal by mere inches, flying beyond the Dane and over. 

Within moments of the second half starting, this time Berisha was the player clear though he could only spoon an effort from the left that went close to being a throw-in on the other side. United had switched off. 
Berisha, an Albanian, was allowed too much room by Michael Keane, who had replaced Rio Ferdinand at half-time, and he rolled the finish beyond Lindegaard who should have got closer to the ball. 

Lingard, who hails from Warrington and is yet to make a senior appearance, quickly restored United's two-goal cushion with a piledriver that flew past Michael Theo, on for Covic at the break, from the angle on the left. 
On 63 minutes and after taking instructions from Phil Neville, one of Moyes's coaches, Robin van Persie entered, having joined the tour in Sydney. It was the Dutchman's corner that was placed perfectly on Welbeck's 
head as he doubled his tally for the evening before a bumper 83,127 crowd. 

Van Persie, on whom much depends when United begin their title defence, offered one flash of his brilliance, twisting to make room inside the All Stars' area to play in Anderson but the Brazilian was offside. 

The Dutchman made no mistake as the match neared 90 minutes. After being put clean through he dawdled and appeared to have missed the chance to score. But when the ball was returned to him, the striker's 
lesser-trusted right boot did the business. 

Zaha closed the game with some dancing feet that should have allowed Adnan Januzaj to make it 6-1 but from near-in he missed. 

A-League A-Stars (3-5-2): Covic (Theo, ht); Boogard, Topor-Stanley, Beauchamp (Chapman, 84), (Grant, 62); Bojic, Emerton (Currusca, 84), Miller (Celski, ht), McGlinchey, Rose (Risdon, 62); Broich (Williams, 73), 
Berisha (fill, 73) 

Manchester United (4-2-3-1): Lindegaard; Rafael, Jones, Ferdinand (Keane, ht), Evra (Fabio, 76); Carrick (Anderson, 71), Cleverley; Zaha, Giggs (Van Persie, 62), Lingard; Welbeck (Januzaj, 71) 

Attendance: 83,127 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
24th. July 2013, Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 95446 


Melbourne Victory..0 v. Liverpool..2 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Liverpool..1 
Goal Goal 
Position (minute) . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


Nathan Coe "Brad" Jones 


1 GK 
25 DF ___|Jason Geria 3 DF ___|José Enrique Sanchez Diaz 
23 DF Adrian Leijer 47 DF Andre Wisdom 

37 DF i 


Nicolas "Nick" Ansell Martin Skrtel 
24 DF 


[| 
Scott Galloway Glen Johnson 
Blagoja "Billy" Celeski Steven Gerrard (c) 
Leigh Broxham (c ) Joseph "Joe" Allen 
Andrew Nabbout 82 Raheem Sterling 
86 
[.= | 


James Jego Jordan Henderson 
Jesse Makarounas Jordon Ibe 
| 29 | FW [FabioBorini CC 
SUBSTITUTES 
| 22, | ~GK_[SimonMignolet TC 2 
| 38 | DF |JonFlanagan TT 
26 MF DF 


Sebastian Coates Nion 
DF Martin Kelly 72**** 
MF Lucas Pezzini Leiva "Lucas" 63 
Dylan Murnane MF Jay Spearing 724 
Luke Radonich Luis Romero Alconchel "Alberto" 7244 
Iago Aspas Juncal T2KAA 
Stewart Downing ZT2AAAA 


Team Coach Team Coach Brendan Rodgers 
[Assistant Coach Assistant Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from The Guardian, 24/7/2013 

Amid their successful Australian branding exercise there was a game to play, but Liverpool's Melbourne love-in hardly curled the toes as the Premier League side rambled to a 2-0 win over an undermanned but game 
Melbourne Victory at a sold-out MCG on Wednesday. 

Until injury time Liverpool led by a solitary goal, scored by Steven Gerrard in the 32nd minute. The second — a tap-in by summer signing lago Aspas — did not arrive until the final seconds and much to the delight of the 
majority of the 95,446 spectators it was Luis Suarez who served it up on a platter. 

A day after Arsenal put in a second bid — £40m plus £1 — for his services, Suarez, playing his first match for Liverpool since biting Chelsea's Branislav lvanovic's arm in April, played an 18-minute cameo, and in that 
brief period he linked well with Aspas. But the game appeared set to end 1-0 before the Uruguayan slipped his man on the byline then threaded a ball to the feet of the Spaniard. It was the highlight of a rather 
pedestrian second half. 
In the 66th minute, sections of the crowd had begun chanting: "We want Suarez," and in the 72nd minute the Liverpool manager, Brendan Rodgers, obliged, sending the Uruguayan forward on, along with nine other 
substitutes. 
With some of Victory's best players either injured or, such as Archie Thompson and Mark Milligan, on duty with the Socceroos at the East Asian Cup, there was a feeling before the match that Victory — still 11 weeks 
away from the start of the A-League season — would be exposed by the Premier League side. 

But, amid an overwhelming sea of red in the stands, it hardly played out that way once the game began, and to their credit, Victory's back four played high up the pitch, and the Melbourne side, through the midfielder 
Billy Celeski, often found space down the centre of Liverpool's midfield. 

For the first 20 minutes both sides had been content to pass and probe without any real menace, with the only decent chance falling to the busy and threatening Raheem Sterling in the sixth minute, following a long 
ball from Gerrard. But, pressured by Jason Geria, Sterling's first-time shot looped wide of the right hand post. 

Liverpool then had a scare in the 10th minute when the Victory winger Connor Pain forced his way to the byline before cutting back dangerously, only for Liverpool to clear. Ten minutes later the Victory forward 
Andrew Nabbout drifted inside Andre Wisdom and forced a diving save from Brad Jones. 

Content to sit back until this point, Gerrard fired a warning shot from outside the penalty area moments later, which Nathan Coe pushed wide. That was to prove a warning sign, as Liverpool opened the scoring with 
Gerrard's goal shortly afterwards. 

A clever dummy from the Liverpool captain in the centre of the pitch allowed the ball to run to Joe Allen, who dribbled to the edge of the area before squaring for an unmarked Gerrard to shoot low to the keeper's left. 
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Liverpool dominated possession for the remainder of the half, Gerrard going close again after Jordon Ibe, scooting down the right flank, turned Leigh Broxham inside out and his cross was parried by Coe, but the 
skipper's hurried volley sailed wide. 

Though his team struggled at times, Rodgers was happy with Liverpool's win, saying they were tactically sound and showed "lots of moments of quality". 

Rodgers also praised Melbourne Victory and their coach, Ange Postecoglou, saying they had a similar footballing ethos. "They can be very proud of what they put on tonight. [The singing of] You'll Never Walk Alone 
at the beginning was a real tear-jerker. There's not many clubs in the world can do what we've done in the last week or so. Over 80,000 in Jakarta, over 90,000 here. 

"It's a day that hopefully many of the supporters over here in Australia will never forget." 

Liverpool will now travel to Bangkok for the final match of their international tour. Only time will tell whether that will prove Suarez's last outing for Liverpool. 

Melbourne Victory (4-4-2): Coe; Geria, Leijer, Ansell, Galloway, Celeski, Broxham, Nabbout (Stella, 82), J Jeggo, Makarounas (Cristaldo, 86), Pain. 

Subs not used Thomas, Brown, Cristaldo, L Jeggo, Buceto, Murnane, Radonich 

Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Jones (Mignolet, 72); Luis Enrique (Flanagan, 72), Wisdom (Agger, 72), Skrtel (Coates, 72), Johnson (Kelly, 72), Gerrard (Lucas, 63), Allen (Spearing, 72), Sterling (Alberto, 72), Henderson 
(Aspas, 72), Ibe (Downing, 72), Borini (Suarez, 72). 

Subs not used Assaidi, Robinson. 

Attendance 95,446 
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2014 


2014 AFC Champions League, Qualifying Round 3, East Zone 


Date & Time Venue 


Weather Temperature Attendance 


15th. February 2014, 19.45 GMHBA Stadium, Geelong, Victoria 
(Kardinia Park) 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Muangthong United (Thailand)..1 


8304 


half time, Melbourne Victory..0 


START LIST 


v. Muangthong United..1 


Goal Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card} substitution Position (minute) Card |Red Card} substitution 


Nathan Coe 


Vitsanusak Kaewruang 


Pablo Contreras Fica 


Piyaphon Phanitchakun 


Adama Traoré 


Tossapol Lated 


Nicholas Ansell 


Suriya Singmui 


Scott Gallowa 


MF Tomas Rogié 


Datsakorn Thong 


c 
MF Mario BD urovski 22 
ME Poonsak Masuk 


Thitiphan Puangchan 
Anuwat I nyin 


FW ___|Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


Teerasil Dangda 


FW Kosta Barbarouses 


Milan Bubalo 


9 Fl Jay Bothroyd 
11 Fl Wuttichai Tatong 
Fl 


Chainarong Tatong 


Ww 
Ww 
FF Pairote Sokam 
Ww 
iF 


D 

MF Sarach Yooyen 

D Weeravut Kayem 
GK Patiwat Khammai 


anager 


Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Scott Cooper 
Team Manager Team Mi 


Masaaki I emoto Toma (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Toshiyuki Nagi (Japan) 


match report from The Guardian 


Melbourne Victory did it the hard way before scraping past Thai team Muangthong United and into the group stage of the Asian Champions League with a 2-1 win at Kardinia Park on Saturday night. 
The Victory went behind to a bizarre goal scored directly from a cross, had skipper Mark Milligan’s penalty saved on the stroke of half-time and had to rely on a late and spectacular winner from the unlikely figure of 


Leigh Broxham to seal the win. 
Victory’s other goal was scored by James Troisi in the 58th minute, although he missed a host of other chances. 


Muangthong had looked a club in turmoil in the build-up to Saturday night’s match, with conflicting reports regarding the future of their English coach Scott Cooper. They were also forced to play without their North 


Korean international defender Ri Kwang-chon, who was denied an Australian visa. 


But the Thai team played their part in an entertaining encounter, only for Broxham to seal the win for Melbourne with a long-range strike in the 83rd minute, which was deflected in by Muangthong defender Thitiphan 


Puangjan. 

The Victory started the match brightly with the impressive Tom Rogic pulling the strings in midfield. 

But it was the visitors who went ahead against the run of play in the 22nd minute when Macedonian international Mario 
the near post and goalkeeper Nathan Coe. 


Teerasil Dangda should have doubled Muangthong’s advantage two minutes into the second half, only to have his sho 


Victory finally got back onto level terms in the 58th minute when Troisi timed his run perfectly to head home Galloway's 


Durovski scored direct from a corner, with his curling effort evading defender Scott Galloway at 


The Victory were gifted a golden opportunity to equalise on the stroke of half-time when they were awarded a penalty after Archie Thompson was hacked down in the box. 
But Milligan — back in the starting lineup after recovering from a knee injury — had his penalty saved by goalkeeper Tossapol Lated diving low to his left. 


blocked by Coe. 


The Victory goalkeeper was called into action again in the 55th minute when he made a fine save to thwart the dangerous Durovski. 


pin-point cross. 


The Thai side continued to look dangerous, with English forward Jay Bothroyd drawing another good save from Coe in 
Broxham saved Melbourne’s blushes with his 83rd-minute winner, only seconds after Thompson and Milligan had both 


he 63rd minute. 
gone close to scoring for the home side. 


Muangthong skipper Datsakorn Thonglao was sent off in injury time for headbutting Broxham as the Victory advanced 
Their next match is away to Guangzhou Evergrande from China on 26 February. 
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fo the group stage of the ACL for the fourth time in their history. 


2014 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Weather Temperature Attendance 


Date & Time Venue 
26th. February 2014, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 11212 
(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Ulsan Hyuandai (Korea Republic)..3 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Ulsan Hyuandai..1 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card| substitution 


Goal 


Position (minute) 


Pt) | GK lAnteCovig 


SS 
13 Matthew S piranovié 


START (ST 


Kim Seung-Gyu 
Kim Chi-Gon 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


Kang Min-Soo 
Lee Yong 


Adam D'Apuzzo 


Chikashi Masuda 


I acopo La Rocca 


Ko Chang-Hyeon 


Shinji Ono 


w& 
a 


Kim Young-Sam 


Youssouf Hersi 


Kim Sung-Hwan 
Kim Seon-Min 


0 Aaron Mooy 
19 FW Mark Bridge 
Brendon Santalab 


Labinot Haliti 
| 2 | ~~ MF [Shannon Cole 
Michael Beauchamp 


Jerrad Tyson 


74 
s ues TITUTES 


Kim Shin-Wook 
Rafael "Rafinha" dos Santos de 
Oliveira 


a Baek Ji-Hoon 


| 715 
i | 32 =| Choi Tae-Uk 
| 24 


wE Kim Yong-Tae 
Park Dong-Hyuk 


Dean Heffernan 


7 


Lee Seung-Bin 


Jason Trifiro 


20 


Han Sang-Woon 


Jaushua Sotirio 
Tony Popovié 
Abdullah Al Hilali (Oman, 


[Assistant Referee 1 |Hamed Al Mayahi (Oman) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Saif Al Ghafri (Oman) 


26 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Lee Myung-Jae 
Cho Min-Kook 


match report from abc 


Western Sydney Wanderers lost 3-1 to Korean side Ulsan Hyundai in their first AFC Champions League match at Parramatta Stadium. 

It took the Wanderers just 45 seconds to announce themselves on the ACL stage, with Brendon Santalab scoring one of the fastest goals in the history of the competition. 

But rarely have the Wanderers been dominated in this fashion, as Korean giants Ulsan piled on three unanswered goals to secure the three competition points. 

Shinji Ono was pinpointed as dangerman by Ulsan coach Cho Min-Kook and he showed exactly why less than a minute into the match providing the perfect through-ball for Santalab. 
Towering Ulsan striker Kim Shin-Wook, who stands at over two metres, was on Tony Popovic's list of players to watch and he was menacing from the outset using his aerial advantage to keep goalkeeper Ante Covic 


on his toes with an early header. 


But it was with his feet that he found the equaliser when Brazilian Rafinha bested defender Jerome Polenz to pass the ball back to Shin-Wook for the 35th-minute strike. 
Santalab and Matthew Spiranovic both tried to regain the lead for the Wanderers, forcing saves from Ulsan gloveman Kim Seung-Gyu. 

But it was the visitors who went ahead with Ko Chang-Hyun netting just before the break to put Ulsan 2-1 up. 

The Wanderers came back desperate to level with Mark Bridge attempting a strike that went just over the crossbar. 


The visitors had other ideas however, with Kang Minsoo pouncing on a Lee Yong free-kick into the box and a defensive blunder from lacopo La Rocca to give Ulsan a 3-1 lead in the 65th minute. 


Popovic brought on Labinot Haliti for Santalab with 15 minutes remaining but the forward was unable to get one back for the hosts. 


The Wanderers next face Chinese side Guizhou Renhe away on March 12 but have two A-League clashes, against Newcastle and Sydney FC, first in what is a hectic schedule for the club. 


The reverse group match was played on 15th April 2014 at the Ulsan Munsu Football Stadium, Ulsan - score:- Ulsan Hyundai..0 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..2 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time Venue 
11th. March 2014, 19.30 Central Coast Stadium, Gosford, New South Wales 


Central Coast Mariners..2 v. Sanfrecce 


Hiroshima (Japan)..1 


2168 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Central Coast Mariners..2 


Red Card| substitution 


v. Sanfrecce Hiroshima..1 
Goal 
(minute) 


Position Name 


Red Card| substitution 


START LIST 


oe Eddy Bosnar 


Takuto Hayashi 


Kazuhiko Chiba 


Zachary Anderson 


John Hutchinson 
19 FW___|Matt Simon 


a ee 
== eae 
a ee ee ee ee ee 
a 
ee (| ee (ee) Ree Fe 
a 

8S Pe 


21 mm Mile Sterjovski 23, 32 


Kim Seung-Yong 


Hiroki Mizumoto 
BE Tsukasa Shiotani 21 
Toshihiro Aoyama 


Kosei Shibasaki 
Mi Yoshifumi Kashiwa 
Park Hyung-Jin 


Naoki I shihara 


Nicholas Fitzgerald 


Takuma Asano 


FW Mitchell Duke 
eee ator See I bini-I sei 


2 a tin Matthen Soe 


Gakuto Notsuda 


Takuya Masuda 


Brent Griffiths 


Yusuke Chajima 


I saka Cernak 


27 ‘WwW 
28 MF Glen Trifiro 


Team Coach Phil Moss 


Takuya Marutani 


DF Kazuya Miyahara 


Hajime Moriyasu 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee Abdulrahman Abdou (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Taleb Salem Al Marri (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Saad Al Shannari (Qatar) 


match report from The Sydney Morning Herald 


22nd minute. 


The Central Coast have upset Japanese giants Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2-1 in their Asian Champions League clash, courtesy of a Mile Sterjovski brace. 
The Mariners were huge outsiders going into the match against the side who'd won the past two J-League titles. 
Sanfrecce may have been missing two stars in Hisato Sato and Croatian Michael Mikic but it was still a side littered with Japanese internationals. 
Mariners coach Phil Moss made no less than six changes to the side who started in last week’s 3-1 loss to Melbourne Victory in an effort to keep his side fresh in what is a hectic schedule - and the move paid off. 
Sterjovski was one of the changes and the 34-year-old, who will hang up his boots at the end of this A-League season, recaptured some of his past form in what was an outstanding game for the veteran. 

The Mariners’ goal came under attack early with Sanfrecce creating several chances in the opening stages. 
Yojiro Takahagi tested keeper Liam Reddy with a powerful strike from the half-way line. 

It was only a matter of time before the Japanese side scored, with Tsukasa Shiotani capitalising on a defensive blunder by the Mariners’ Kim Seung-Young to head home off a corner and put the visitors in front in the 


The players celebrated the goal by laying down in the shape of 3/11 in tribute of the anniversary of the tsunami that devastated Japan three years ago to the day. 
Celebrations were short-lived, however, with Kim making amends supplying the perfect through ball for Sterjovski to level just two minutes later. 

Sterjovski struck again in the 32nd minute, latching on to a clearance gone wrong by a Hiroshima defender to give the Mariners the lead with a brilliant strike. 
The Mariners started the second half strong, with Matthew Simon forcing a save from Sanfrecce keeper Takuto Hayashi just moments after the restart. 
Second-half substitute Gakuto Notsuda returned fire for Sanfrecce, the 19-year-old keeping Reddy on his toes. 
Asano Takuma looked like levelling for Hiroshima with 10 minutes remaining but Reddy pulled out a great save to diffuse the strike. 
The visitors continued their late assault but the Mariners held on for victory. 


CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 2 (Mile Sterjovski 23, 32) bt SANFRECCE HIROSHIMA 1 (Tsukasa Shiotani 21) at Bluetongue Stadium. Referee: Abdulrahman Abdou. 


The reverse group match was played on 23rd April 2014 at the Hiroshima Big Arch, Hiroshima - score:- Sanfrecce Hiroshima..1 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..0 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


12th. March 2014, 19.30 Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 6128 
(Etihad Stadium) 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors (Korea Republic)..2 

half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Jeon Hyundai Motors..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow 
Position Name (minute) Card __|Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) Card __|Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 
G Lawrence Thomas 23 Gi Choi Eun-Seong 


K K 
DF Alexander Wilkinson 
DF 
iF 


Nicholas Ansell 31 
25 DF DF ___|Park Won-Jae 


5 MF Mark Milligan Lee Woo-Jin 
6 MF Leigh Broxham Choi Bo-Kyung 


17 ME Kwon Kyung-Won 


9 FW Kosta Barbarouses 81 90+1 20 Lee Dong-Gook 76, 79 
13 Andrew Nabbout Han Kyo-Won 


11 Connor Pain Marcos Aurélio de Oliveira Lima 
16 Rashid Mahazi Mun Jin-Yong 

14 James Troisi Park Se-Jik 

1 Nathan Coe Lee Bum-Soo 


24 DF Scott Gallowa 
26 MF 
27 DF Dylan Murnane 


Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Choi Kang-Hee 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Mohamed Al Zarouni (United Arab Emirates) 


Assistant Referee 2 [Zayed Salman Kamal (United Arab Emirates) —— 


match report from The Guardian 

Melbourne Victory survived a battering from Jeonbuk Motors to draw 2-2 in their opening home match of their Asian Champions League campaign. 

A first-half header from Nick Ansell gave Victory a barely deserved half-time lead but they were undone in four second-half minutes by two goals from Lee Dong Gook at Etihad Stadium. 

With 10 minutes remaining, Kosta Barbarouses fired between the legs of Jeonbuk goalkeeper Choi Eun Sung to square the match. 

A youthful Victory side were under the pump for much of the match against the former ACL winners, relying on the heroics of 21-year-old goalkeeper Lawrence Thomas to stay ahead after Ansell’s opener. 
The pair were part of another defensive experiment from coach Kevin Muscat, who returned Ansell and Adama Traore to his back four but sprang a surprise by keeping midfielder Leigh Broxham there too. 
Jimmy Jeggo kept his spot in midfield, with teenage talent Jesse Makarounas retained after a strong ACL debut in China. 

Victory should have taken the lead through Barbarouses when a deflection gave him a one-on-one chance after 10 minutes, but he failed to trouble the keeper. 

From there Victory struggled, with Jeonbuk’s wide men creating a series of chances, going closest on 28 minutes when Leonardo touched past Geria and fired onto the crossbar. 

But it was Victory who grabbed the lead with a sucker punch from a dubious free kick.Makarounas, whose dead balls created two goals in Victory’s ACL opener against Guangzhou Evergrande, again was the provider 
after 31 minutes. 

His sharp free kick found Ansell at the back post, who could barely miss. 

Victory’s lead was preserved by two incredible Thomas saves — the first a courageous smother from an indirect free kick in the penalty box, the second a one-handed save from Choi Bo Kyung’s header. 
After the break Jeonbuk continued to challenge strongly, with Thomas at full stretch to deny Seung Gi’s volley. 

The Korean side dominated territory, with Mark Milligan regularly cleaning up Jeonbuk attacks. 

Thomas again came to the rescue on 70 minutes, stopping Lee from point blank range, but the veteran Korean international then struck twice. 

First he beat Thomas on the rebound after the keeper kept out a tricky long-range effort, then Lee struck a fabulous effort from 30m into the top corner. 

As Victory looked like repeating the second-half fade-out they suffered in their opening ACL 4-2 loss, Barbarouses beat the offside trap to run at goal and net to share the spoils. 

Muscat said he was disappointed in both the team’s performance and the result. 

“The second half throws us back to China a little bit, we seem to want to do so much to not concede ... they stepped right on us the second half because we didn’t make enough runs the other way.” 

While Thomas impressed in goal, Muscat’s highest praise was saved for the “immense” Ansell. On his selection gamble, he was unapologetic for again throwing young names into the fray. 

“| believe that team was good enough to win tonight, that’s the reason | put it out there,” he said. “There has to be a reality associated with playing five games in 15 days. People weren't dropped, they just weren’t 
selected.” 

Victory continue their ACL campaign next Tuesday against Yokohama F Marinos in Melbourne. 


The reverse group match was played on 22nd April 2014 at the Jeonju World Cup Stadium, Jeonju - score:- Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors..0 v. Melbourne Victory..0 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
18th. March 2014, 19.30 


Position 


Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
(Etihad Stadium) 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Yokohama F. 


half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Yokohama F. Marinos..0 


Goal 
(minute) 


Marinos (Japan)..0 


Position (minute) 


6357 


20 GK |LawrenceThomas TTT 


GK ___|Tetsuya Enomoto 
DF 


Yuzo Kurihara 


2 DF Pablo Contreras Fica 
23 DF Adrian Leijer 


DF Yuzo Kobayashi 
Fabio Aguiar da Silva 


Shohei Ogura 


Leigh Broxham 


Yuta Mikado 
Yuhei Sato 


25 DF Jason Geria 
Dylan Murnane 

14 MF James Troisi 

6 MF 

17 MF 


James Jeggo 


Yuta Narawa 


Rashid Mahazi 


TakuroYajima 


Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


Manabu Saito 


Kosta Barbarouses 


Jin Hanato 


SUBSTITUTES 


Mark Milligan 


5 MF 


57 25 
a x 
a bs 
a eT | ee ere) Rare 7 Pee 
a ee  < 
ae ee ee ee 
a 


ME Jungo Fujimoto 


Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Yasuhiro Higuchi 
Team Manager 
Mohd Amirul Izwan bin Yaacob (Malaysia, 


Team Manager 

Referee 

[Assistant Referee 1|Mohd SabribinMatDaud(Malaysia) 
[Assistant Referee 2 [Mohd Yusri bin Mohamad (Malaysia) 


match report from The Guardian 

A first-half Kosta Barbarouses goal earned Melbourne Victory a crucial win over Yokohama F Marinos, keeping them alive in the Asian Champions League. 

For the second straight ACL match, Victory yielded most of the possession and the chances, and could be very thankful Yokohama’s finishing was underwhelming. Victory were able to hold on for a crucial 1-0 win - 
and their first clean sheet in more than three months. 

Victory again fielded a rejigged line-up as they contend with five matches in 16 days, welcoming Adrian Leijer back into the starting eleven after missing eight games with facial fractures. 

Unfortunately for Socceroos boss Ange Postecoglou watching in the stands, Muscat rested both his national team players Mark Milligan and Tom Rogic but it was an All White who stole the headlines, with 
Barbarouses netting early. 
After eight minutes Jimmy Jeggo took advantage of sloppy work in midfield from Yokohama, taking possession and finding Barbarouses with a through-ball, who made no mistake. 
Victory struggled for possession and fluency in a first-half without clear-chances, with coach Kevin Muscat berating his players for giving away the ball. 

On 26 minutes Victory avoided what looked to be a clear penalty when the speedy Saito Manabu surged into the box. 

His cross appeared to strike Pablo Contreras’s arm but did not draw the attention of the young Malaysian referee. 
Despite their huffing and puffing, Yokohama had failed to test Lawrence Thomas in the Victory goal for the first half, with that streak continuing after Sato Yuhei sent a good chance wide early in the second half. 
On 54 minutes, substitute Jungo Fujimoto rattled the crossbar from a free-kick. 
Having seen his first-half lead evaporate in all three ACL matches so far, Muscat had seen enough and sent on Milligan for Leigh Broxham to sure up his midfield. 
Yokohama stepped up their pressure, going close again through Fujimoto and Saito finally forcing a save out of Thomas. 

Muscat, who earnt his first ACL win as manager, said his side had to “withstand a barrage of pressure”. 

“There was a certain desperation tonight in that final third to stand up and really defend and not concede. That was an improvement on the last game against Jeonbuk.” 
The two teams will meet again in Japan in a fortnight, when Yokohama coach Yasuhiro Higuchi will hope his team can be more ruthless in front of goal. 

“As long as we win the remaining three matches, we will be able to progress,” he said. 


The reverse group match was played on 2nd April 2014 at the International Stadium Yokohama, Yokohama - score:- Yokohama F. Marinos..3 v. Melbourne Victory..2 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
19th. March 2014, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 9292 
(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Kawasaki Frontale (Japan)..0 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Kawasaki Frontale..0 
Goal il Goal 


Position (minute) itutic . iti (minute) Red Card} substitution 


Yohei Nishibe 


Sota Nakazawa 


5 DF Michael Beauchamp 
22 DF Dean Heffernan Jecimauro "Jeci" Borges Dos 
Santos 


[1s | BF [Tacopo La Roses Kyohei Noborizato 


a ee ee ee 

a ee ee 
Antony Golec Yuki Saneto 
Shinji Ono Junichi Inamoto 
Daniel Mullen Masaki Yamamoto 
Jason Trifiro 18 Jun Kanakubo 
Labinot Haliti 16 Ryota Oshima 
Tomi Jurié 19 Kentaro Moriya 

ae (ED EE (EY 2 EE 


FW Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 1 Yu Kobayashi 


SUBSTITUTES 
P| 2 | DF [ShannonCole 


DF Yusuke Tanaka 


a ee ee ee 
Po 
ee ee ee ee ee 
Jér6éme Polenz Rikihiro Sugiyama 
Youssouf Hersi Yusuke Igawa 
Mark Bridge Renato 'Renatinho" Calixto 
Aguiar 
Jerrad Tyson Paulo "Paulinho" Gonzaga 


Tony Popovié Team Coach Yahiro Kazama 
Team Manager 
Ng Kai Lam (Hong Kong 

Kit Chow Chun (Hong Kong) 

Tong Kui Sum (Hong Kong) 


match report from The Guardian 

A Labinot Haliti strike has handed Western Sydney a 1-0 victory over Japanese side Kawasaki Frontale, boosting their hopes of progressing to the Asian Champions League knockout phase. 

It took less than three minutes for the Wanderers to make their mark with Haliti's early goal giving the hosts a brilliant start at Parramatta Stadium. 

Despite a second half assault from Kawasaki — a side featuring several of Shinji Ono’s former Japanese international team-mates and the likes of ex-EPL star Junichi Inamoto — the Wanderers’ desperate defending 
ensured they held on for the win to consolidate second spot in their group. 

Popovic made no fewer than nine changes to the starting side who drew 0-0 with Adelaide on Saturday while for Kawasaki only three players backed up from their side’s 4-3 defeat to Omiya Ardija on the weekend. 

A fresh Wanderers side struck early when Kwabena Appiah provided a great through-ball to Tomi Juric, the forward passing it to the feet of the waiting Haliti who put the Wanderers in front but despite the strong start 
there were few chances in the opening half. 

The only other shot on target was courtesy of Jun Kanakubo who stung Wanderers keeper Ante Covic’s palms with a powerful strike. 

It was a much more attacking Kawasaki who took to the field after the break. Coach Yahiro Kazama brought on Kengo Nakamura in the second half and the playmaker had an instant impact testing the Wanderers 
defence from the get go. 

Kentaro Moriya forced a save from Covic moments later while Yu Kobayashi and Ryota Oshima also threatened. But the most spectacular chance of the match was created by Wanderers striker Juric, whose 
impressive bicycle kick off Aaron Mooy’s corner had Kawasaki keeper Yohei Nishibe scrambling to just get a hand to it. 

Desperately looking for an equaliser Kazama brought on Yoshito Okubo, the J-League’s golden boot last season, with just over 20 minutes remaining. Okubo looked like levelling twice in the dying minutes but the 
Wanderers managed to hold on for victory. 

Wanderers coach Tony Popovic praised his side which featured the likes of Anthony Golec, who hasn’t played an A-League game this season and Daniel Mullen, who hasn’t played since November. Juric played a full 
90 minutes for the first time in over a month since coming back from injury. 

“We played a very good opponent,” he said. “It was a difficult match but | think it was difficult for them as well. 

“We scored a very good goal and maybe we rode our luck at times near the end. But it’s a fantastic achievement and a fantastic result and it gives us a chance now.” 

Kawasaki coach Kazamo was left lamenting his side’s spurned opportunities. “Our performance wasn't that bad,” he said. 


The reverse group match was played on 1st April 2014 at the Todoroki Athletics Stadium, Kawasaki - score:- Kawasaki Frontale..2 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
1st. April 2014, 19.30 Central Coast Stadium, Gosford, New South Wales 3316 


Central Coast Mariners..1 v. Beijing Guoan (People's Republic of China)..0 
half time, Central Coast Mariners..0 v. Beijing Guoan..0 
Goal Goal 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 


22 GK Zhi 
| 4 | DF _ [Zhou Ting 


GK 
13 DF Xu Yunlong 
Yu Yang 


; 
31 DF Zhao Hejing 
29 MF __|Shao Jiayi 
5 MF Darko Matié 
10 
39 


Kim Seung-Yong Zhang Xizhe 

Isaka Cernak-Okanya Piao Cheng 

20 Bernie Ibini-Isei Joffre Guerron Méndez 
9 Mitchell Duke Peter Maduabuchi Utaka 


15 Storm Roux Song Boxuan 
11 FW i it Tan Tiancheng 
Zhang Xiaobin 
Yang Yun 
[29 | MF _|[Matthew Sim Li Hanbo 
Team Coach Phil Moss Team Coach Gregorio Manzano Ballesteros 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Hettikankanamge Dilan Perera (Sri Lanka) 


Assistant Referee 2 [Deniye Parakkrama Hemathunga (SriLanka) Oa 


match report from The Guardian 

The unlikely figure of Marcel Seip handed the Central Coast a 1-0 win over Beijing Guoan, putting them well within reach of the Asian Champions League knockout phase. 

Seip's first goal for the club ensured victory but man of the match Liam Reddy kept the Mariners in the game, his second-half penalty save swinging the balance of the clash at Central Coast Stadium. 

The Mariners now go a point above Beijing and are well-placed in what is a tight group, with their next match also at home against FC Seoul before travelling to play their last group match against Sanfrecce Hiroshima. 
With the Mariners having to juggle the demands of fighting for a top-two spot in the A-League while trying to qualify for the knockout stages of the ACL, coach Phil Moss made six changes from the side that beat 
Western Sydney on Saturday. 

The move paid off with the hosts having the better of the match against a difficult Chinese Super League side. 

Beijing came under fire early after conceding a free-kick just centimetres outside the box, scrambling to block Kim Seung-Yong's strike with John Hutchinson leaping on the rebound to also test their defence. 

Then Beijing defender Hejing Zhao almost gifted the Mariners the opening goal in the 23rd minute, hitting the post trying to clear a Josh Rose cross into the box. 

Bernie Ibini continued the Mariners’ assault, getting on the end of a cheeky backheel from Mitchell Duke to put keeper Zhi Yang to work with a powerful shot. 

Beijing started to find their rhythm late in the half with Ecuadorian Joffre Guerron creating the visitors' first real chance and Shao Jiayi drawing a brilliant save from Reddy with a strike just before the break. 

The Mariners came out on the attack in the second half and looked the stronger side but the game was almost turned on its head when Brent Griffiths conceded a penalty for bringing down Guerron in the box. 
Xizhe Zhang stepped up to the mark but Reddy came to the Mariners' rescue again with a sensational save to keep the game deadlocked. 

With momentum well and truly with the Mariners the hosts struck in the 73rd minute with Dutch defender Seip scoring with an impressive volley. 

Moss praised Reddy's crucial penalty save, revealing he had analysed the penalty taker's shots at training. 

"Rocket [Reddy] really earned his money tonight," he said. "Two fantastic saves, the first one just before half time, then the penalty save. 

"Credit has to also go to John Crawley our goalkeeping coach, he analysed the penalty takers and showed Rocket some footage before the game and that basically resulted in the save because Rocket picked the 
same way." 

The coach also lauded Seip's performance saying he wasn't surprised to see him score. 

"Marcel's one of our better finishers believe it or not even though he's a defender," he said. "When he does get a chance to join in the shooting sessions at training he usually hits the target. The technique involved in 
that volley was fantastic." 


The reverse group match was played on 19th March 2014 at the Workers Stadium, Beijing - score:- Beijing Guoan..2 v. Central Coast Mariners..1 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
5 Docklands Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
15th. April 2014, 19.30 (Etihad Stadium) 13120 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Guangzhou Evergrande (People's Republic of China)..0 
half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Card __|Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) Card |Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 
Nathan Coe 19 Gi 


1 GK K 
Pablo Contreras Fica DF ___|Sun Xiang 


23 Di Adrian Leijer DF Feng Xiaoting 
25 D Jason Geria 
27 Di 


DF Kim Young-Gwon 


a 

iF 

FF 

IF Dylan Murnane 5 Zhang Linpeng 
14 MF ___|James Troisi 10 Zheng Zhi 
5 MF Mark Milligan 37 Zhao Xuri 

Jesse Makarounas 84 16 Huang Bowen 
2 


22 MF 

16 MF Rashid Mahazi MF Liao Lisheng 

9 FW Kosta Barbarouses 

11 FW 
Leigh Broxham 


13 FW ___|Andrew Nabbout 
26 MF 
3 DF 


FW _ |Luiz "Muriqui" da Conceigao Silva 


Fi Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 
SUBSTITUTES 


Ww 
DF Rong Hao 
DF Mei Fang 
MF Feng Renliang 


| 30 
| 844 
Adama Traoré 7 MF Feng Junyan 
Lawrence Thomas 21 MF Peng Xinli 
22 
4 


Scott Galloway GK Li Shuai 
Christopher Cristaldo DF Zhao Peng 
Kevin Muscat Team Coach Marcello Lippi 
Team Manager 
Fahad Al Mirdasi 

Assistant Referee 1 |Bader Al Shamrani 

Assistant Referee 2 |Nassir Al Mudhaffr 

match report from abc 

Melbourne Victory have kept their Asian Champions League (ACL) dreams alive with a 2-0 win over reigning champions Guangzhou Evergrande. 

In a pulsating game, an early goal from skipper Mark Milligan set the Victory on their way, giving them a chance to qualify for the knock-out rounds with a win in Korea next week. 

The win, capped by a late James Troisi goal, also gives first-season manager Kevin Muscat the scalp of World Cup-winning coach Marcello Lippi. 

With barely 90 seconds played, Victory had a 1-0 advantage over their Chinese Super League opponents. 

The Victory's skipper took advantage of indecisive possession from Guangzhou, winning the ball and passing to Jesse Makarounas before exploding forward and finishing his own work. 
The referee's whistle to start the match had not roused the Chinese champions and neither did the goal - the fifth time in as many games the Victory had taken an ACL lead. 

Time and time again, the Victory were able to get behind Guangzhou's defence, exploiting their high full-backs. 

The most gilt-edged chance fell to Kosta Barbarouses, who was given half a pitch to run into with the ball and without defenders, only to be spoiled by goalkeeper Zeng Cheng. 

An early tactical substitution by Guangzhou boss Lippi righted their ship, with Muriqui given a similar one-on-one chance, only to be denied by Nathan Coe. 

The contest had developed in a free for all, with Pablo Contreras heading off the line from a vicious Sun Xiang half-volley. 

The second half continued with the same pace, with Makarounas and Connor Pain fluffing their shots with only Zeng to beat. 

After enduring a torrid time in the reverse fixture, the recalled Coe was at his best to deny Muriqui from close range with 20 minutes left, and again from Feng Renliang five minutes later. 
As the Victory lost fluency in attack, Guangzhou were coming home stronger - with Coe at full stretch to his left denying Muriqui with just minutes remaining. 


But with the boisterous 13,120-strong crowd wondering how there were not more goals, Troisi capped an energetic performance with an injury-time close-range finish. 
Troisi set off towards the bench with his shirt in the air as his coach invaded the pitch in fist-clenching ecstasy. 


The reverse group match was played on 26th February 2014 at the Tianhe Stadium, Guangzhou - score:- Guangzhou Evergrande..4 v. Melbourne Victory..2 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group F - Group Stage 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
16th. April 2014, 19.30 


Central Coast Stadium, Gosford, New South Wales 
Central Coast Mariners..0 v. FC Seoul (Korea Republic)..1 


4118 


Position 


half time, Central Coast Mariners..0 v. FC Seoul..0 


Goal 
(minute) 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card| substitution 


12 GK 


Zachary Anderson 


GK Kim Yong-Dae 


DF Kim Jin-Kyu 


Cha Du-Ri 


3 DF Joshua Rose 
1 DF Storm Roux 
8 MF 


Nick Montgomery 


Sergio Escudero 
Kim Joo-Young 


5 
7 


MF 


John Hutchinson 


Kim Chi-Woo 


6 MF 


Brent Griffiths 


Yun Il-Lok 


17 MF 


Anthony Caceres 


Osmar |b afi ez Barba 


19 


Matt Simon 


M 


Choi Hyun-Tae 


M 


IF 

MF ___|Lee Sang-Hyeob 

FW ___|Rafael Costa dos Santos 
IF 


Go Yo-Han 


Yun Ju-Tae 


Glen Trifiro 


Kang Seung-Jo 


Justin Pasfield 


Lee Woong-Hee 


Nicholas Fitzgerald 


Kim Hyun-Sung 


I saka Cernak 


29 MF [Matthew Sim 
‘ates 


Team Coach Phil Moss Team Coach 
Team Manager 
Ammar Al Junaibi (United Arab Emir. 


Team Manager 
Referee 

Mohamed Al Hammadi (United Arab Emirates, 
Ahmed Al Shamisi (United Arab Emirates) 


Sim Sang-Min 
Kim Chol-Ho 
Choi Yong-Soo 


match report from The Guardian 

An injury-time own goal from captain John Hutchinson gifted FC Seoul a late 1-0 win over Central Coast on Wednesday night in a major blow to the Mariners' AFC Champions League ambitions. 

The result lifts the Koreans past the Mariners into top spot in Group F, and leaves the A-League champions facing the difficult challenge of earning a result at Sanfrecce Hiroshima in the final group match next 
Wednesday. 
FC Seoul enjoyed far better goalscoring opportunities in an open and entertaining match but the decisive moment didn't arrive until the 92nd minute as Hutchinson inadvertently deflected Kim Jin Kyu's cross past 
goalkeeper Liam Reddy. 
It seemed Central Coast would have Reddy to thank for a hard-won point following a string of second-half saves at Bluetongue stadium. Seoul midfielder Rafael forced a finger-tip save from Reddy in the first half, while 
team-mate Cha Du Ri rattled the crossbar with a fierce drive as the rebound narrowly failed to cross the line. 
The Mariners enjoyed a late first-half flurry with Brent Griffiths testing goalkeeper Kim Yong Dae, while Zac Anderson just missed looping a header under the crossbar. 

The visitors, though, enjoyed far better of the second half proceedings but somehow failed to convert their numerous chances, with Reddy producing three critical blocks within a matter of minutes. Sergio Escudero 
was denied by Reddy on the hour mark and did likewise as Yun Illok bore down on goal. Reddy then denied Go Yohan a seemingly certain goal as the Mariners increasingly found themselves on the back foot. 

"| felt we dominated the first half but we had to take one of those chances and, if we did that, it would have been a different game," said Mariners coach Phil Moss. "We had a couple of games go our way this year in 
the A-League so now we have experienced the other side of the coin. 

"The first thing we did in the dressing room was put our arm around Hutch [John Hutchinson], but he is a great leader and will be back up for the A-League on the weekend. Those times they caught us in transition 
Liam [Reddy] was rock solid, but obviously [it was] very disappointing to lose the game." 


The reverse group match was played on 25th February 2014 at the Seoul World Cup Stadium, Seoul - score:- FC Seoul..2 v. Central Coast Mariners..0 
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2014 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
22nd. April 2014, 19.30 


Western Sydney Wanderers..5 v. Guizhou Renhe (People's Republic of China)..0 


Position 


Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 


(Parramatta Stadium) 


half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Guizhou Renhe..0 


Goal 


(minute) Red Card} substitution 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


11099 


START LIST 


P 7) | GK lAnteCovig 22 GK Sheng Peng 
DF 


Wan Houliang 


DF 


Yu Rui 


5 DF Michael Beauchamp 
4 DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
18 MF I acopo La Rocca 


7 


DF 
iF 


Yang Yihu 


35 DF Antony Golec 
MF 


Jason Trifiro 


a ee ee ee 


D Liu Tianqi 
MF Qu Bo 


MF Yang Hao 


MF 


Guo Sheng 


FW Labinot Haliti 


MF 


Fan Yunlong 


FW Tomi Jurié 


Xiang Hantian 


FW Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 


Shen Tianfeng 


MF Shinji Ono 


FW 


Wu Dingmao 


Aaron Moo 


ME 
MF 


Zhao Jun 
Li Chunyu 


10 MF 
6 DF Jéréme Polenz 


17 MF 
20 GK Jerrad Tyson 


Team Coach 


Tony Popovic 


81 (pk, 79 18 
— eet Maas! 
ae ee es ee) ire 
ey ey) 
a a ee eee 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee Alireza Faghani (Iran) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Reza Sokhandan (Iran) 


Guizhou Renhe FC had many name changes and in 2012 they changed from Shaanxi Baorong Chanba FC. In 2016 they became Beijing Renhe FC before Beijing Chengfeng FC in 2021 when the club was dissolved. 


match report from The Guardian 

Western Sydney have rocketed into the knockout phase of their maiden Asian Champions League campaign, dismantling Guizhou Renhe 5-0 to reach yet another impressive milestone in the club's short history. 
Top of their group with four wins from six games, the Wanderers needed only a point to get through but goals from Shannon Cole, Labinot Haliti, Shinji Ono and Nikolai Topor-Stanley, and a converted penalty by Aaron 
Mooy ensured they progressed in emphatic style. 

With bottom-placed Guizhou already eliminated, it was a vastly changed starting line-up from the side which hosted the Wanderers in their first leg last month, with nine players who started that clash in China missing 
from the Parramatta Stadium encounter on Tuesday. 

Bosnian international Zvjezdan Misimovic and star skipper Sun Jihai were both ruled out through suspension and coach Yang Chen strangely fielded what was essentially a B-grade side with only a three-man bench, 
and it showed. 

The Chinese Super League outfit registered just two shots on target the entire game with Wanderers keeper Ante Covic otherwise untroubled in what was a dour affair that sparked to life in the latter stages. 

The Wanderers dominated in all aspects of the match and it didn't take long for then to break through, with Cole getting past the Guizhou defence, courtesy of great lead-up work from Anthony Golec, to put the hosts 
in front after just six minutes. 

Haliti continued to threaten after the break while Juric looked like doubling the Wanderers advantage in the 73rd minute, with keeper Peng doing well to save his powerful header. 

It was Haliti who broke though, however, capitalising on a defensive lapse by Guizhou to give the Wanderers a 2-0 lead in the 75th minute. 

Things went from bad to worse for the Chinese side with Guo Sheng conceding a penalty for a foul in the area. 

Mooy stepped up to the mark and made no mistake, the Wanderers going 3-0 up in the 81st minute. 

Late substitute Ono continued the rout with a superb long-range strike just four minutes later. 

Defender Topor-Stanley made it 5-0 in the 88th minute getting on the end of a Cole ball into the box to head home. 

Wanderers coach Tony Popovic said he was aware Guizhou had travelled with an understrength side but insisted it didn't affect how his players approached the game. 

He said any complacency would have been due to getting the early lead. 

"We knew that and tried to make sure the players remained focused," Popovic said. 

"Maybe scoring the early goal made the players relax a little and be a little casual ... but it had nothing to do with the line-up they had. 

"In the end it was a professional performance, five goals ... overall it was a fantastic achievement." 

Popovic said the fact their opponents decided to bring a second string team was simply a credit to the Wanderers and the position they had put themselves in in the group. 

"That was their decision to do that because they couldn't get through," he said. 

"For us, we put ourselves in the position that we can win the group and we finished the job off." 

"| have no interest in what they did at all, it doesn't concern me." 
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"The main thing for us was to get though." 
"We had a job to do today and we did it very well." 


The reverse group match was played on 12th March 2014 at the Guiyang Olympic Sports Center, Guiyang - score:- Guizhou Renhe..0 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..1 
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2014 AFC Champions League, East Zone, Round of 16, 2nd.Leg 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
14th. May 2014, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 10639 
(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..2 v. Sanfrecce Hiroshima (Japan)..0 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Sanfrecce Hiroshima..0 
Goal Goal 
Position (minute) . (minute) 


Pp 7 [| GK lAnteCovig GK Takuto Hayashi 
DF 


5 DF Michael Beauchamp Hiroki Mizumoto 
6 DF Jéréme Polenz Tsukasa Shiotani 
13 DF 5 


Matthew S piranovié Hwang Seok-Ho 


Iacopo La Rocca Toshihiro Aoyama 


Antony Golec Yojiro Takahagi 


Shinji Ono Satoru Yamagishi 


Youssouf Hersi MI Kosei Shibasaki 


17 MF IF 
ee 
11 FW ___|Brendon Santalab 85 45+1 MF Gakuto Notsuda 
p77 | FW [LabinotHaliti CC CF 
SUBSTITUTES 
Hayao Kawabe 
3 DF 


Adam D‘Apuzzo Takuya Masuda 


Yianni Perkatis Yusuke Minagawa 


Kohei Shimizu 


Takuya Marutani 
Tony Popovié Team Coach Hajime Moriyasu 
Team Manager 
Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain, 


Assistant Referee 1 | Yaser Abdulla Tulefat (Bahrain) 
Ebrahim Sabt Moosa Saleh (Bahrain) 
match report from The Guardian 

Shinji Ono gave Western Sydney something special to remember him by as he orchestrated the 2-0 win over Sanfrecce Hiroshima that carried the Wanderers into the Asian Champions League quarter-finals. 

The Japanese playmaker, who is returning home after two seasons with the Wanderers, set up both second-half goals, as they got the scoreline they needed following a 3-1 first leg defeat last week. 

Substitute Shannon Cole lashed the ball home from near the penalty spot in the 55th minute, after Sanfrecce failed to properly clear an Ono cross. 

Ono, who was also named man of the match, then supplied an 85th minute cross that was lashed home by Brendon Santalab. The goal levelled the tie at 3-3, with the Wanderers advancing to the quarter-finals on 
away goals. 

The Wanderers survived a couple of nervy moments near their own goal in the closing minutes, but held out to book their spot in August's quarter- finals. 

Coach Tony Popovic made five changes to the side that started last week's game with Ono and another departing favourite, winger Youssouf Hersi, among the inclusions 

Ono and Hersi did everything they could to try and prise open the obdurate Sanfrecce defence and were responsible for most of their team's brightest first half moments. Ono fired just wide from outside the box, had a 
free kick blocked and set up Hersi, who scooped the ball over from close range. 

Sanfrecce occasionally looked threatening on the counter attack, though they didn't create many clear cut chances. 

The Wanderers started the second half with urgency, with Labinot Haliti having two shots blocked and lacopo La Rocca another, in just a handful of seconds, while an unmarked La Rocca headed over from an Ono 
corner. 

Cole scored within three minutes of replacing Antony Golec. Fellow substitute Tomi Juric shot just over the bar in the 76th minute and his acrobatic cross was somehow headed wide by Hersi from just a couple of 
metres out, as Wanderers pied the deep lying Sanfrecce back in their own half for much of the last 35 minutes. 

"It's only a short history for our club and we've had many highs, but that's got to be right up there," Popovic said. "After a week of adversity we had with the grand final and losing away from home, it was just a fantastic 
performance and a well-deserved result." 

Ono said it was an amazing night. "It was a tough game, we were two goals behind, but | believed in the team and everyone believed in each other and that's why we got a good result," he said. 

Popovic said Ono was outstanding. 

"He was special tonight and you could see the quality that he has against the champions of Japan, to play that way. We'll always remember this night, that's for sure." 

Popovic told his players at half-time not to force the issue instead of trying to play the perfect ball every time. 

"The key was to remain patient and move the ball quick," he said. 


The 1st Leg was played on 7th May 2014 at the Hiroshima Big Arch, Hiroshima - score:- Sanfrecce Hiroshima..3 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..1 
Aggregate :- 3-3; Western Sydney Wanderers won on away goals. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. August 2014, 19.30 ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 55364 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 


A-League All Stars..2 v. Juventus F.C...3 
half time, A-League All Stars..1 v. Juventus F.C...0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Card itutic . iti (minute) Red Card} substitution 


1 GK Eugene Galekovic Gianluigi Buffon (c ) 
Joshua Rose Patrice Evra 

16 DF Jade North Leonardo Bonucci 
| 2. | DF [Matthew Smith 

5 DF Emmanuel Muscat "Manny" Stephan Lichtsteiner 

12 MF Marcelo Carrusca Andrea Pirlo 

: 

Paul Pogba 


Bernie I bini Carlos Tevez 
Besart Berisha Fernando Llorente Torres 


Mark Birighitti 71 Marco Storari 


|e facia ontgoney- 
pL — ere Pinter Gu | 


David Williams 12 Sebastian Giovinco — 
Youssouf Hersi Marco Motta 
Ali Abbas Simone Padoin 

Kwadwo Asamoah 71* 

Mattia Vitale 

Serio Buenacasa 

Roberto Pereyra 

ee ee ee 


[dV fr Marron 
Josep Gombau Team Coach Massimiliano Allegri 

Assistant Coach Assistant Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Felix Brych (Germany) 

Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 


match report from The Guardian 

Juventus scored two stunning late goals to deny the A-League All Stars a famous win and earn a 3-2 victory in Sydney on Sunday night. 

The All Stars led twice and performed well against the Italians, who had to dig deep for the win at after trailing 1-0 for 50 minutes. Western Sydney Wanderers and Socceroos striker Tomi Juric drilled an unstoppable 
left-foot shot home in the 76th minute to give the All Stars a 2-1 lead. 

Paul Pogba, who was named best young player at the World Cup and has been the subject of transfer speculation, chested the ball down in the 88th minute and hit a superb equaliser. Substitute Simone Pepe then 
snatched a stoppage-time winner with a fierce first time drive after the All Stars failed to clear a corner. 

The home side held a 1-0 lead from the ninth minute after Marcelo Carrusca clinically drilled home a pass from Brisbane midfielder Thomas Broich, the A-League player of last season. His strike was cancelled out just 
before the hour when Fernando Llorente powerfully headed home a perfect left wing cross from Patrice Evra, who played for Manchester United against the All Stars last year. 

After Pogba’s equaliser, substitutes Gui Finkler, Storm Roux and David Williams had late chances to win the game for the All Stars in a frantic finish. 

The All Stars didn’t appear daunted by a Juventus side boasting more than 650 international caps between them. The All-Stars passed the ball especially well in the first half-hour, playing the passing game favoured 
by coach Josep Gombau at Adelaide. 

In the first 35 minutes, the All Stars created the best chances. Carrusca’s goal apart, Besart Berisha had a shot brilliantly saved by Gianluigi Buffon. A-League captain Alessandro Del Piero put one shot over and 
smashed a free kick into the Juventus wall as he strove hard to deliver a goal in probably his final appearance in Australia. Del Piero received a standing ovation and hugs from his A-League and former Juventus team- 
mates as he left the game in the 64th minute. 

Juventus and especially striker Carlos Tevez came to life in the last few minutes of the first half, with the Argentinian going close on three occasions. He drilled one shot wide, hit the post with another and had a third 
attempt saved by Eugene Galekovic. 


Broich and Albert Riera had shots at goal blocked in the first four minutes of the second half, but then Juventus enjoyed a good spell prior to their equaliser. Claudio Marchisio had a shot deflected wide and Leonardo 
Bonucci and Paul Pogba both headed over from corners. 
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2014 AFC Champions League, East Zone, Quarter-final 1st.Leg 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
20th. August 2014, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 17093 
(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande (People's Republic of China)..0 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Guangzhou Evergrande..0 
Goal Goal 
Position (minute) . (minute) 


GK Zeng Cheng 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley DF Sun Xiang 


Iacopo La Rocca Feng Xiaoting 


Shannon Cole Kim Young-Gwon 
Antony Golec Zhang Linpeng 


Youssouf Hersi Zhao Xuri 


Daniel Mullen Alessandro Diamanti 


Mateo Poljak Liao Lisheng 


Mark Bridge FW Alberto Gilardino 
Labinot Haliti FW Gao Lin 
FW iveil 


Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 


11 FW ___|Brendon Santalab iK Li Shuai 


Jason Trifiro Rong Hao 


Jaushua Sotirio Dong Xuesheng 


Jerrad Tyson Li Xuepeng 
Tony Popovié Team Coach Marcello Lippi 
Team Manager 
Mohamed Hassan (Egypt 


Assistant Referee 1 |Mohamed Al Hammadi (United Arab Emirates) 
Hassan Sugatari Al Mahri (United Arab Emirates) 
match report from abc 

Western Sydney toppled Asian Champions League (ACL) title-holders Guangzhou Evergrande 1-0 in a quarter-final clash marred by controversy in the concluding stages at Parramatta Stadium on Wednesday night. 
A lone strike from Tomi Juric on the hour was enough to conquer the reigning Asian champions in a pulsating encounter which finished in bizarre fashion with two Evergrande players sent off at Parramatta Stadium. 
With Guangzhou desperately seeking an equaliser, tension began to fray with Zeng Linpeng sent off for elbowing Wanderers striker Mark Bridge, who overreacted immensely to the tap, in the 88th minute. 

Things became farcical in the dying stages when Gao Lin was red-carded in the 90th minute for a foul on Vitor Saba, who was making his Wanderers debut and also sold his fall. 

The incident sparked a furious outburst from Guangzhou's World Cup-winning coach Marcello Lippi who rushed onto the field to confront the referee. 

Post match the Italian went into damage control, taking no questions from media before storming out of the press conference. 

"I'm not upset about the match that we lost," he said through an interpreter. 

"| know | wasn't supposed to go on the field but you also watched the match and the two red cards. The first one | didn't see very clearly but the second one was very close to me so | saw that it was not on purpose. 
"I've been to all the biggest competitions like World Cups, Champions League and | know it was wrong to go in the field. But | just wanted to ask why he gave the second red card. 

"After the match | went to see the referee to apologise and to ask more information about the decision but they didn't let me speak to him." 


match report from AAP 

Facing one of Asia's most powerful clubs in the A-League off-season - the Wanderers had the odds stacked against them. 

But they managed to withstand all the pace and power of the three-time Chinese Super League champions and go to Tianhe Stadium for their second leg next Wednesday with a real chance of making the semi-finals. 
The game started with attacking flurries at both ends but the Wanderers soon worked their way into the match with both Labinot Haliti and Juric attempting shots. 


Alberto Gilardino, who was part of Lippi's triumphant 2006 Italian side, combined with fellow former Italian international Alessandro Diamanti to create a great chance for the visitors, but Wanderers defender Nikolai 
Topor-Stanley made a crucial clearance. 


The Wanderers had all the momentum after the scoreless first half, with Juric looking dangerous and, in the 60th minute, he proved the difference. 

It looked like Antony Golec's cross found its way past every set of legs in the box before eventually ending up in the bottom-right corner of the net, but Juric claimed the goal. 
Juric who was shown a yellow card for simulation after a challenge in the box with just seconds left in the game. 

Meanwhile the Pohang Steelers and FC Seoul played out a 0-0 draw in their quarter-final. 


The 2nd Leg was played on 27th August 2014 at the Tianhe Stadium, Guangzhou - score:- Guangzhou Evergrande..2 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..1 
Aggregate :- 2-2; Western Sydney Wanderers won on away goals. 


2014.14 


2014 AFC Champions League, East Zone, Semi-final 2nd.Leg 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
1st. October 2014, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 18896 
(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..2 v. FC Seoul (Korea Reublic)..0 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. FC Seoul..0 
Goal Goal 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) 


START LIST 
Pp 7 GK lAnteCovig 8 GK [Yu Sang-Hun 
DF 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley Kim Jin-Kyu 


Iacopo La Rocca Cha Du-Ri 


Shannon Cole 64 Everton dos Santos Pinto 
Antony Golec Kim Joo-Young 


Brendan Hamill Lee Woong-Hee 


Daniel Mullen Kim Chi-Woo 


Mateo Poljak 3 MI Mauricio Molina Uribe 


Labinot Haliti Park Hee-Seong 
MF Ko Kwang-Min 


FW 
FW Kim Hyan-Sung 
Di Choi Hyo-Jin 


Dean Bouzanis Kim Yong-Dae 


F 
Mark Bridge MF Koh Myong-Jin 
Brendon Santalab MF Osmar Ib afi ez Barba 

F 

K 


Jason Trifiro Go Yo-Han 


Jaushua Sotirio Kang Seung-Jo 


Daniel Alessi Lee Sang-Hyeob 
Tony Popovié Team Coach Choi Yong-Soo 
Team Manager 
Abdulrahman Abdou (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Taleb Al Marri (Qatar) 
Ramzan Al Naemi (Qatar) 
math report from The Guardian 

Western Sydney have continued their astonishing run in the Asian Champions League, booking their place in the final with a 2-0 victory over FC Seoul at Parramatta Stadium. 

The achievement marks yet another piece of history in the Wanderers’ short existence as they join Adelaide United as the only two Australian teams to reach the ACL showpiece. Having knocked out the ACL 
champions Guangzhou Evergrande in the quarters, the Wanderers have now also sent last year’s runners up FC Seoul packing to set up a final showdown with Saudi Arabian team Al Hilal. 

The Wanderers’ victory, courtesy of a goal in each half from Mateo Poljak and Shannon Cole, also breaks one of the longest streaks in Asian football with a Korean side having featured in the last five ACL finals. 
Having held Seoul to a scoreless draw in the first leg earlier this month, the Wanderers knew a win would see them progress. 

They came out with a clear attacking intent and had the best possible start in front of a near capacity crowd just shy of 19,000. Poljak scored in the fourth minute when a clearance from FC Seoul keeper Sanghun 

Yu fell right at his feet, the midfielder’s long-range strike putting the Wanderers in front. Striker Brendon Santalab, back from suspension, looked like doubling the advantage moments later when he found himself in a 
one-on-one with the keeper but shot wide. 

After playing his key attacking weapons, Colombian Mauricio Molina and Brazilian Everton Santos, off the bench in the first leg, FC Seoul coach Choi Yong-Soo started the duo on Wednesday night. Molina tested the 
defence late in the opening half with centre-back Brendan Hamill clearing one of his shots off the line. 

With a dangerous away goal looming the Wanderers switched to defensive mode in the second half, sitting deep in their opponent's half. The Wanderers finally got the buffer they were desperately searching for in the 
64th minute when Labinot Haliti tore down the left wing to whip a superb cross into the box with Cole, who was also back from suspension, heading home for the 2-0 lead. 


Despite being 2-0 up, the Wanderers still had no room for error as the visitors continued to threaten. Kim Ju-Young looked like getting one back for Seoul but sent his header over the cross bar. The Wanderers defence 
held strong until the final whistle with goalkeeper Ante Covic barely troubled. 


Western Sydney will host the first leg of the final against Al Hilal on 25 October before the return leg in Saudi Arabia on 1 November. 


The 1st Leg was played on 17th September 2014 at the Seoul World Cup Stadium, Seoul - score:- FC Seoul..0 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..0 
Western Sydney Wanderers won 2-0 on aggregate. 


2014.15 


2014 AFC Champions League, Final 1st.Leg 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
25th. October 2014, 19.30 


Position 


Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Al-Hilal Saudi FC (Saudi Arabia)..0 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Al-Hilal Saudi FC..0 


Goal 
(minute) 


(Parramatta Stadium) 


Goal 
(minute) 


20053 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


GK Abdullah Al Sudairy 
DF 


Rodrigo "Dig 40" Paula Silva 


Iacopo La Rocca 


Kwak Tae-Hwi 


Shannon Cole 
Antony Golec 


Abdullah Al Zori Al Dossary 
Yasser Al Shahrani 


Brendan Hamill 


Saud Khariri 


Daniel Mullen 


Thiago Neves Augusto 


Mateo Poljak 


Mihai Pintilii 


Mark Bridge 
11 W__|Brendon Santalab 
Labinot Haliti 


13 DF Matthew S piranovié 


MI 
W___|Nasser Al Shamrani 
MF Nawaf Al Abid 
Ww 


Fl 
FW [Yousef Al Salem 


IF 
MF Salman Al Faraj 
MF Salem Al Dawsari 


Vitor Rodrigues Saba 


MF 
GK Dean Bouzanis 


ee Mohammed Al Qarni 


Hamad Al Hamad 


Mohammad Al Shalhoub 


Jason Trifiro 


Daniel Alessi 


Fahad Al Thunayyan 


Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 


Tony Popovic 
Alireza Faghani (Iran 


Sultan Al Deayea 
Laurentiu Reghecampf 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 1 |Hassan Kamranifar (Iran) 
Reza Sokhandan (Iran) 
match report from The Guardian 

A lone second-half strike from substitute Tomi Juric edged Western Sydney Wanderers to a 1-0 win over Al-Hilal. A home victory was crucial for Tony Popovic’s side, but equally as important was denying the Saudis 
an away goal, a key ambition that was successfully achieved. 

It was always going to be a clash of cultures. Al-Hilal, so-named because of a royal decree from a long-departed Saudi King, boast a tradition dating back over half a century and are, by some definitions, Asia’s most 
decorated club. Mega-rich and donning royal blue suitable for a club with a regal mentality, Al-Hilal consider themselves to be at the top of the pecking order. Nicknamed Al-Zaeem, ‘The Boss’, they certainly have the 
ambition. 

In the red corner were Western Sydney Wanderers, a team with barely two years of history, representing their city’s sprawling suburbs. A team partly comprised of off-casts and rejects, and one that plays with a 
blue-collar work ethic forged in the mould of their coach Popovic. Clichéd though it may be, the contrast could hardly be greater. 

Al-Hilal lined up with a headline-grabbing roster to match the much-vaunted Marcello Lippi-coached Guangzhou Evergrande, who the Wanderers famously eliminated at the quarter-final stage. In the forward line was 
Saudi poster-boy and prolific marksman Nassir Al-Shamrani. The iconic, though now ageing Saudi star, Yasser Al-Qahtani missed the trip to Australia because of suspension. The defence was marshalled by 

Korea Republic veteran international Kwak Tae-Hwi. Most notable though was Brazilian playmaker Tiago Neves. Not the kind of South American journeyman often found across the Asian leagues, but one with seven 
caps for the Selegdo and a resume that includes spells at Fluminense and Hamburg. 

In some ways, one suspects Popovic and his side thrive on greater adversity. The Wanderers’ campaign has largely mirrored Adelaide United’s run to the 2008 final, a tense campaign of fine margins. The challenge for 
the Wanderers was to avoid the fate that befell the Reds six years ago when a classy Gamba Osaka ended the contest within a matter of minutes, en route to a 5-0 aggregate defeat. 

As it transpired the game-plan to keep the game compact was successful, and Al-Hilal rarely threatened the home team’s goal in the early stages, despite their willingness to secure a quick away goal. 

Popovic elected to start with his two best players on the bench; striker Juric and the Socceroos’ World Cup defender Matt Spiranovic. Both are still yet to reach match fitness, but in the case of Juric a second-half 
entrance is in keeping with the Wanderers preferred methodology; a tight opening and a strong finish. It is a process that has served the Wanderers well throughout their short life. And so it proved again. 

Al-Hilal at times seemed keen to press for an early goal, but the Wanderers have a resilience few others can match. It took the full 45 minutes for either side to carve out an opening, as Al-Shamrani skied his snapshot 
over with only goalkeeper to beat from 15 metres. It was a fine opening, albeit a brief sight of goal. This was always likely to be a match of few openings and a need to make the most of opportunities in the opposition 
penalty area. 

It took a full 60 minutes for the Wanderers to conjure a shot, and even then Shannon Cole’s free-kick from the edge of the penalty area could not penetrate the defensive wall. 

Juric entered the fray just prior to the hour mark as expected, and the crowd roared their approval with rare ferocity, even by the lofty standards of a Wanderers home game. 

But just six minutes after coming on, Juric scored the crucial goal. Full-back Antony Golec, under-rated for his ability going forward, delivered a perfect low delivery from the left and Juric muscled in front of his marker 
to slide the ball home. It was a simple finish in a way but typical of Juric to be the talisman in a team largely comprised of artisans. 

“His impact was fantastic,” said Popovic of match-winner Juric. “He hasn't played for seven weeks. It was a fantastic goal. A great overlap, a great ball and a real strikers’ finish. It is a shame he didn’t get that second 
one. In any league in the world, that is a great goal.” 


2014.16 


After the deadlock had been broken, suddenly the contest was alive, fraying slightly at the seams. Al-Shamrani shaped up unnecessarily to Ante Covic, and the ever-dangerous twinkle-toed Salem Al-Dossari did 
similar. Thiago copped a yellow card that seemed borne out of frustration. Club owner Prince Abdulrahman bin Mosaad, curiously granted a position on the bench, was in danger of getting sent to the stands. His side, 
meanwhile, were in danger of losing their focus, and playing into the home side’s hands. 

Juric burst forward on the counter-attack with 18 minutes remaining and, as Al-Hilal’s remaining defensive duo back-tracked, he hit the post with a low shot that was more precision than power. It was a near miss, but 
could well prove a pivotal one. It is on such fine margins that titles can be won and lost. 

Spiranovic then came on in a rare defensive midfield role, just as Popovic undoubtedly planned pre-match. The Wanderers were hunting a second goal to take to Riyadh. 

The Wanderers though were not without nervy moments around their goal. Daniel Mullen nodded a back-header over advancing goalkeeper Covic but catastrophe was avoided. Al-Dossari then headed dreadfully off 
target when presented with a great opening. 

The save of the match didn’t arrive until a minute into injury time. This time Al-Dossari could not be blamed as Covic stood tall and made a crucial block. The pressure from the visitors was becoming intense and they 
had one final opportunity for a tie-changing away goal. The 20,000 capacity crowd held their breath but Thiago struck the wall with his free-kick. It was literally the last kick of a nerve-shredding first leg. 

“This result fills us with confidence,” said Popovic. “We are halfway to achieving something really special. We have set the platform now. All the players deserve credit but the job is not done.” 

Juric was named player of the match for his decisive half-hour cameo. If he can repeat the feat in the Saudi capital, the Wanderers stand a great chance of being crowned kings of Asia. 


The 2nd Leg was played on 1st November 2014 at the King Fahd International Stadium, Riyadh - score:- Al-Hilal..0 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..0 
Western Sydney Wanderers won 1-0 on aggregate. 


2014.17 


2015 


All five venues for the 2015 AFC Asian Cup finals were handed over to the local organising committee ahead of the tournament. This was to ensure they were clear of all advertising and to comply with security 
measures to protect teams and spectators. 

All five venues were re-branded for the tournament, primarily due to strict commercial arrangements that exist for the Asian Cup, similar to the FIFA World Cup. 

All commercial branding was removed from the venues including major exterior signage to comply with the strict AFC guidelines. 

ANZ Stadium (Sydney) reverts to its original name and what it was known as during the Sydney 2000 Olympics — Stadium Australia (also previously known as Telstra Stadium). Capacity: 83,500. Matches: 7, 
including a quarter final, semi final and the final. 

AAMI Park (Melbourne) will be known simply as Melbourne Rectangular Stadium during the event — a name it was commonly referred to during construction. Capacity: 30,000. Matches: 7, including the opening match 
and a quarter final. 

Suncorp Stadium (Brisbane) will be known as Brisbane Stadium, as oppose to its traditional non-commercial name, Lang Park. Capacity: 52,500. Matches: 7, including a quarter final. 

GIO Stadium (Canberra) reverts to what it was known as before GIO purchased the naming-rights a year ago, Canberra Stadium (the venue was originally known as Bruce Stadium). Capacity: 25,000. Matches: 7, 
including a quarter final. 

Hunter Stadium (Newcastle) — although it’s currently the only Asian Cup venue without a naming-rights sponsor, it will also change its name, to Newcastle Stadium for the tournament. It has previously been known as 
the Newcastle International Sports Ground, Marathon Stadium, EnergyAustralia Stadium and Ausgrid Stadium. Capacity: 33,000. Matches: 4, including a semi-final and third-placed play-off. 


For the match details of the Australian team please refer to my booklet titled "Australia's International Association Football Results 2010 - 2019". 


2015.1 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. January 2015, 16.00 Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 12552 
Oman..0 v. Korea Republic..1 
half time, Oman..0 v. Korea Republic..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution 3 Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Ali Abdullah Harib Al-Habsi (c ) GK Kim Jin-Hyeon 
MF Jaber Mohammed Sagheer 
Al-Owaisi 

Mohammed Saleh Ali A 
DF ‘Al-Musalami DF Kim Ju-Young 
Abdul Salam Amur Juma 
DF ‘Al-Mukhaini DF Jang Hyun-Soo 
Ahmed Mubarak Obaid 5 ie 

DF - 

Al-Mahaijri Kim Jin-Su 
MF ___|Eid Mohammed Al-Farsi 6 MF __|Park Joo-Ho 
Raed Ibrahim Saleh Haikal 


oe ME | ki Sung- 
Al-Mukhaini Ki Sung-Yueng (c) 


FW Mohammed Ali Humaid Al-Siyabi MF Lee Chung-Yong 


FW Qasim Said Sanjoor Hardan MF Koo Ja-Cheol 
Fw ae Mubarak MF Son Heung-Min 
DF Ali Sulaiman Rashid Al-Busaidi FW Cho Young-Cheol 
SUBSTITUTES 
Amad Ali Suleiman Al-Hosni 62 22 Cha Du-Ri 

Mohsin Johar Al-Khaldi 74 18 Lee Jung-Hyub 
Said Salim Al-Razaigqi 87 Han Kyo-Won 

Ali Hilal Saud Al-Jabri Jung Sung-Ryong 
Nasser Ali Al-Shimli Kwak Tae-Hwi 
Amer Said Al-Shatri Kim Min-Woo 
Yaqoob Abdul-Karim Salim 
Al-Qasmi 

Ali Salim Obaid Bait Al-Nahar Lee Keun-Ho 
Hassan Yousuf Mudhafar 
Al-Gheilani 


DF Kim Chang-Soo 


MF 


Nam Tae-Hee 


Han Kook-Young 


Mazin Masaoud Darwish Al-Kasbi Lee Myung-Joo 


Ahmed Saleem Thuwaini 
Al-Mukhaini 

Sulaiman Abdullah Khamis 
Al-Buraiki 

Team Coach Paul Le Guen Team Coach Ulrich Stielike 
Team Manager Team Manager Park I1-Ki 
Referee Peter O'Leary (New Zealand) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Jan-Hendrik Hintz (New Zealand) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Mark Rule (New Zealand) 


Kim Young-Gwon 


Kim Seung-Gyu 


2015.2 


match report from abc 

South Korea kicked off its bid for a first Asian Cup title in 55 years with a 1-0 win over Oman in its Group A opener in Canberra on Saturday, but the victory came at a cost with injuries to key players. 

Cho Young-cheol scored his first goal for his country in first half stoppage time as Ki Seung-yeung began his reign as skipper with a win, but full-back Kim Chang-soo limped off in the first half and attacker Lee 
Chung-yong in the second to mar the victory. 

Oman came close to snatching a point in second half stoppage time but goalkeeper Kim Jin-hyeon brilliantly turned Imad Al-Hosni's close range header from a corner on to the bar as South Korea survived. 

The Koreans went second in the table and will next play on Tuesday at the same venue against the Kuwaitis, who were humbled 4-1 by hosts Australia in the tournament opener in Melbourne on Friday. 

The Koreans were heavily tipped to advance and their lively German-based duo of Son Heung-min and Koo Ja-cheol proved too troubling for Oman, who only ever had ambitions of a point from the tough opening task. 
They looked liked escaping to half-time with their defensive line in tact but a late step up in intensity at the end of the opening 45 minutes led to Cho breaking the deadlock 

Koo had a hand in the first goal, firing a low drive that Al-Habsi could only parry back in front of his goal, with Qatar-based Cho sliding in to put the rebound into the net in the 46 minute. 

Koo's directness was in contrast to many of his team-mates in the first period, who seemed more interested in retaining possession than troubling Oman. 

Midfielder Koo, top scorer in the tournament four years ago, should have added a second just before the hour mark but he could only direct a header straight at the goalkeeper after a lengthy Korean passing move. 
A hefty challenge by Ahmed Saleem Al Mukhaini in the 69th minute then robbed South Korea of one of their key playmakers, with Lee Chung-yong limping off eight minutes later to follow Kim Chang-soo to the 
treatment room. The full-back had gone off in the 18th minute. 

Korea's failure to add a second to make the game safe buoyed Oman, who pushed forward for an unlikely draw as the game closed out, with Raeed Ibrahim Saleh providing some dangerous crosses from the left. 
The wing-back fired a low shot just wide as the game ticked into stoppage time with substitute Al-Hosni being denied with his header from the resulting corner. 


2015.3 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group B 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. January 2015, 18.00 Stadium Australia, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 12078 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 
Uzbekistan..1 v. People's Democratic Republic of Korea..0 
half time, Uzbekistan..0 v. DPR Korea..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Ignatiy Nesterov GK Ri Myong-Guk 

DF Anzur Ismailov DF Cha Jong-Hyok 
DF Vitaliy Denisov DF Jon Kwang-Ik 

DF Akmal Shorakhmedov DF Jang Kuk-Chol 
DF Shavkat Mulladjanov DF Jang Song-Hyok 
MF Azizbek Haydarov DF Lee Yong-Jick 

MF Server Djeparov (c ) MF Ryang Yong-Gi 
MF Timur Kapadze MF ___|Pak Song-Chol (c) 
MF Odil Akhmedov ME So Hyon-Uk 
Sanjar Tursunov FW. Pak Kwang-Ryong 
Igor Sergeev FW ___|Jong II-Gwan 


Sardor Rashidov FW___|Om Chol-Song 


Bakhodir Nasimov DF Ri Chang-Ho 

Eldorbek Suyunov 6 DF Ro Hak-Su 

Egor Krimets MF Sim Hyon-Jin 

Lutfulla To'rayev FW Kye Song-Hyok 
Shuhrat Muhammadiyev GK Ri Kwang-I1 
Jasur Khasanov MF Choe Won 
Vokhid Shodiev 2 O Hyok-Chol 


1 MF 
Akbar Turaev 22 GK Ju Kwang-Min 
Farrukh Sayfiyev 


Mirjalol Qosimov Team Coach Jo Tong-Sop 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Yaser Abdulla Tulefat (Bahrain) 

Assistant Referee 2 | Ebrahim Sabt Moosa Saleh (Bahrain) 


match report from abc 

Uzbekistan opened its Asian Cup campaign with a 1-0 victory over North Korea on Saturday but needed a last second save from its goalkeeper to take all three points after spurning a series of chances at Sydney's 
Olympic stadium. 

Failure to beat North Korea - the lowest ranked team in the tournament - would have been a big blow to Uzbekistan's chances of progressing from the tightly contested Group B, which also includes China and Saudi 
Arabia. 

The only goal of the game came just after the hour mark when Igor Sergeev headed in a cross from his captain Server Djeparov, capping a much-improved second half performance from the Central Asian team, who 
were semi-finalists in Qatar four years ago. 

Sergeev came close to scoring his second goal of the game 15 minutes before full-time, but his effort from Sardor Rashidov's cross went over the bar. 

Sanjar Tursunov too should have got himself on the score sheet, but, with the goal at his mercy, he fired the ball side-footed straight at the North Korean keeper from 10 metres out. 

Twice Asian player of the year Djeparov was at the heart of much of Uzbekistan's best play but the Central Asian team were wasteful in front of goal. 

The wastefulness almost cost them when North Korea nearly snatched a draw through a header from Pak Kwang-ryong which was saved by Uzbekistan keeper Ignatiy Nesterov in the last few seconds of the match. 
Goal-scoring opportunities were at a premium in the first half, mostly because Uzbekistan was unable to make the most of its dominance of possession, often choosing to shoot from long range. 

The best opportunity before half-time came inside the first 15 minutes but Timur Kapadze's header hit the post, having taken a deflection off a North Korea player. 
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Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group B 

Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 

10th, January 2015, 19.00 Brisbane Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 12557 
(Lang Park) 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia..0 v. People's Republic of China..1 

half time, Saudi Arabia..0 v. People's Republic of China..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 

Position Name (minute) substitution y Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Waleed Abdullah Ali Al-Dawsari GK Wang Dalei 
DF Osama Hawsawi DF Yu Hai 81 
DF Yasir Al-Mohammadi Al-Shahrani_ DF Ren Hang 

DF Omar Othman Hawsawi DF Zhang Linpeng 
DF Saeed Al Muwallad DF Mei Fang 

MF ___|Saud Ali Khariri(c) MF ___|Zheng Zhi(c) 

MF Nawaf Al-Abid MF Zhang Chengdong 
MF Salman Al-Faraj MF Hao Junmin 

MF ___|Salem Al-Dawsari MF Wu Xi 

MF ___|Mustafa Al-Bassas MF __|Ji Xiang 

Naif Hazazi 


Mohammad Mohammad 
Al-Sahlawi 
Yahia Ali Al-Shehri Yu Hanchao 
Abdullah Al-Zori Al-Dossary Jiang Zhipeng 
Waleed Bakshween Zeng Cheng 
Hassan Muath Fallatah Li Ang 
Motaz Hawsawi 8 Cai Huikang 
Abdullah Al-Sudairy Yan Junling 
Abdullah Al-Enazi Liu Jianye 
Majed Al-Marshadi Gao Lin 
Ibrahim Ghaleb Jahshan Liu Binbin 
Liao Lisheng 
Team Coach Cosmin Aurelian Olaroiu Team Coach Alain Perrin 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 1 |Reza Sokhandan (Iran, 

———————————— 


Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammadreza Abolfazli (Iran) 


Yang Xu 


Saeed Al Muwallad is also shown as Saeed Al Mowalad. Nawaf Al-Abid is also shown as Nawaf Al-Abed. Yahia Ali Al-Shehri isalso shown as Yahya Al-Shehri. 
Abdullah Al-Enazi is also shown as Abdullah Al-Dahmashi Al-Enezi. Majed Al-Marshadi is also shown as Majed Al-Marshedi. 


match report from abc 

China saved a second-half penalty then scored a fortuitous goal that took a wicked deflection off a defender to upset Saudi Arabia 1-0 in Brisbane at the Asian Cup on Saturday. 

Two days into the tournament, everything had gone according to plan, but China tore up the script by producing the first real upset of the event. 

Midfielder Hai Yu got the only goal of the match when he banged his free-kick into the back of the net 10 minutes from the end, but only after a stroke of luck. 

His left-footed shot from 30 metres out clipped the back of one of the Saudi defenders and deviated away from the helpless Saudi goalkeeper Waleed Abdullah. 

The Chinese surprisingly dominated the first half but almost fell behind in the second term when the Saudis were awarded a penalty after striker Naif Hazazi was hacked down by Ren Hang as he was bearing down on 
goal. 

But Hazazi made a hash of his spot kick, lamely booting it straight into the legs of the Chinese goalkeeper Wang Dalei, who was mobbed by his team-mates after making the save. 

Although Saturday's match was the first of the tournament for both teams, the result could prove decisive to both team's chances of progressing after Uzbekistan, the Group B favourites, earlier beat North Korea 1-0 in 
Sydney. 

The Saudis, one of Asian football's traditional giants, went into the match as heavy favourites but failed to impose themselves against a Chinese team that was lucky to make for the 16-country tournament, advancing 
only as the best third-placed team in the qualifying groups. 

Despite having won the Asian Cup three times, the Saudis have struggled in recent years, losing all three of their group matches at the 2011 tournament and slipping to 102nd in the world rankings, six places below 
China. 

The Chinese, chasing a first Asian Cup title, succeeded in prising open the Saudi defence several times and delivered some quality crosses, though few resulted in clear-cut scoring chances. 

The best opportunity to break the deadlock fell to Chinese midfielder Wu Xi three minutes before the interval when he found himself in space near the box but he shot wide. 

With neither side able to seize control, frustrations began to boil over and Iranian referee Alireza Faghani reached to his pocket five times to issue yellow cards, three against the Saudis and two against China. 
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Date & Time 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


11th. January 2015, 18.00 


Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 


United Arab Emirates 


4 v. Qatar..1 


5513 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, United Arab Emirates..1 v. Qatar..1 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Majed Naser Humaid Bakheit 


GK 


Qasem Burhan 


DF 


Walid Abbas Al-Balushi 


DF 


Ibrahim Majid Abdulmajid 


DF 


Mohannad Salem Marzook 
Al-Amin Al-Enazi 


DF 


Almahdi Ali Mukhtar 


DF 


Hamdan Al-Kamali 


DF 


Abdelkarim Hassan Al Haj 
Fadlalla 


DF 


Abdelaziz Sangour Al-Mazam 


MF 


Ahmed El Sayed 


MF 


Omar Abdulrahman Al-Raqi 
Al-Amoudi 


MF 


Khalfan Ibrahim Al Khalfan 


MF 


Amer Abdulrahman Hussein Al 
Hammadi 
Mohammed Abdulrahman Al Raqi 
Al Almoudi 


MF 


Abdulaziz Hatem Mohammed 


Karim Boudiaf 


Khamis Esmaeel Zayed 
Ahmed Khalil Al-Junaibi 


Hassan Al Haydos 
Mohammed Trésor Kangambu 


Ali Mabkhout Al Hajeri 


Mohammed Muntari 


Ismail Saeed Al Hammadi 


Boualem Khoukhi 


Majed Hassan Abdulla Al Ahmadi 


Ismaeel Mohammad 


Habib Fardan Al Fardan 
Hassan Ibrahim Hasan Sager 


Meshal Abdullah 
Mohammed Musa Ali 


Abdulaziz Hussain Al-Balooshi 
Khalid Eisa Al Mesmari 


Khalid Muftah Mayuuf 
Ali Assadalla "Ali Asad" Qambar 


Mohamed Ismael Ahmed Ismael 


Magid Mohamed Hassan 


Saeed Al Kathiri 


Abdulrahman Issa Mohammad 


Haboush Saleh Salbookh Al Nofeli 


Ahmed Sufyan Ahmed Al 
Abunora 


Mohammed Yousef Khalaf Yousef 
Husain Al Hosani 


Saad Al-Sheeb 


Juma Mohammed Ahmed Gharib 


Khaled Al Zereiqi 


Team Coach 


Salem Saleh Salem Al Rejaibi 
Mahdi Ali Redha 


Team Coach 


Djamel Belmadi 


Team Manager 
Referee 


Kim Jong-Hyeok (Korea Repiblic) 


Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 1 


Jeong Hae-Sang (Korea Republic) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Yoon Kwang-Yeol (Korea Republic) 


Walid Abbas Al-Balushi is also shown as Walid Abbas Al-Balooshi 


match report from abc 


Khalfan's deftly taken chest and volley proved Qatar's best moment as the 2022 World Cup hosts proved fragile at the back, with goalkeeper Qasem Burhan committing two costly blunders. 


The United Arab Emirates stormed back from behind to defeat Gulf rivals Qatar 4-1 in a fluent Asian Cup win in Canberra on Sunday. 
Top-rated midfielder Omar Abdulrahman was at his creative best as both Ahmed Khalil and Ali Mabkhout grabbed a brace after "Qatari Maradona" Khalfan Ibrahim put his side ahead. 


UAE started the brightest and Mabkhout almost opened the scoring after 10 minutes when he smashed the ball into the side-netting. 
Shortly afterwards, midfielder Mohamed Abdulrahman blazed over the bar after the ball broke kindly to him on the edge of the box. 
The Emiratis rued their misses when the pint-sized Ibrahim took a rebound on the chest and acrobatically lobbed goalkeeper Majed Naser to open the scoring after 22 minutes. 
Qatar grew in confidence and it almost went 2-0 up when left-back Abdelkarim Hassan drilled a powerful shot narrowly past the post. 
However, UAE always looked dangerous through the trickery and imagination of Omar Abdulrahman, allied with qualifying top-scorer Makbhout and powerful targetman Khalil. 
It was Khalil who grabbed the equaliser after 37 minutes after Omar Abdulrahman caused panic in the defence by twice stealing the ball down the right. 
Qatar failed to deal with the subsequent cross and after Khalil's powerful header was cleared off the line he knocked in the rebound to put UAE level eight minutes from half-time. 
The goal buoyed UAE and the favourites came flying out of the traps at the start of the second half, before going ahead seven minutes later. 

Goalkeeper Burhan reacted too late as Khalil's penetrating free-kick from the left edge of the box evaded everyone and sailed past into the far corner. 

Four minutes later, Burhan again failed to deal with a setpiece and he palmed the ball to Mabkhout, who gratefully slotted it home for UAE's third. 

Qatar worked tirelessly to get back into the game and they hit the post with five minutes to go in what was their best spell of the game. 

But all-out attack left them exposed at the back and Omar Abdulrahman combined with Mabkhout to set up the prolific striker's second of the game on 89 minutes. 


2015.6 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


11th. January 2015, 20.00 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 


(AAMI Park) 
Iran..2 v. Bahr 


ain..0 


17712 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Iran..1 v. Bahrain..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Alireza Haghighi 


GK 


Sayed Jaafar Sabt Abbas 


DF 


Seyed Jalaleddin Hosseini 
Khoskebijari 


DF 


Mohamed Husain Bahzad (c ) 


DF 


Mehrdad Pooladi 


DF 


Hussain "Husain Ali Baba" 
Mohamed 


DF 


Morteza Pouraliganji 


DF 


Abdulla Omar Ismail 


MF 


Javad Nekounam (c ) 


DF 


Faouzi Aaish 


MF 


Masoud Soleimani Shojaei 
Seyed Ashkan Dejagah 


DF 


Waleed Al Hayam 
Sayed Dhiya Alawi Shubbar 


Andranik "Teymourian" Timotian- 
Samarani_ 
Ehsan Hajisafi 


Abdulwahab Ali Al Safi 


Ismaeel Abdullatif Ismail Hassan 


Vouria Ghafouri 


Jaycee Akwani Okwunwanne 


Reza Ghoochannejhad Nournia 


Sami Al-Husaini 


Sardar Azmoun 


Abdulwahab Isa Ali Al-Malood 


Alireza Jahanbakhsh Jirandeh 
Soroush Rafiei Al Gari 


Rashed Talha Khalil Al-Hooti 
Sayed Jaafar Ahmed 


Khosro Heydari 


Abdulla Shallal 


Amir Sadeghi 


Abdulla Abdo Omar Yasser 


Omid Ebrahimi Zarandini 


Mohammed Al Alawi 


Karim Ansarifard 


Abdulla Al-Haza‘a 


Mohsen Forouzan 


Abdulla Yusuf Abdulrahim 
Mohamed Helal 


Vahid Amiri 


Mohamed Duaij Mahorfi 


Ramin Rezaeian Semeskandi 


Faisal "Bodahoom" Abudahoom 


Alireza Safar Beiranvand 


Hamad Al-Doseri 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Mohammad Reza Khanzadeh 
Darabi_ 
Carlos Broto Leal Queiroz 


Ashraf Al Sebaie 


Team Coach Marjan Eid 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Benjamin Williams (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 1 


Matthew Cream (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from abc 


Ehsan Hajsafi struck with a sumptuous volley in first-half stoppage time to propel Iran to a 2-0 victory over Bahrain in a tempestuous Asian Cup clash on Sunday. 
Iran, seeking to end a 39-year wait for a fourth title, effectively sealed the points in its Group C opener when Masoud Shojaei added a second in the 71st minute to end Bahrain's brave resistance in Melbourne. 


Asia's top-ranked side, Iran almost opened the scoring after 20 minutes when the dangerous Ashkan Dejagah forced a smart stop from Sayed Abbas in the Bahrain goal. 


But Bahrain had already served notice that the underdogs were not about to simply roll over as its bulldozing Nigerian-born striker Jaycee Okwunwanne blazed just wide during the frenetic early skirmishes. 
Sayed Shubbar then squandered a golden opportunity by heading over as Bahrain threatened to capitalise on a sluggish start from Iran. 
However, Hajsafi produced a moment of magic with almost the last kick of the first half, expertly trapping a looping clearance with his left foot before instantaneously smashing it past Abbas with the outside of his right 
boot from just outside the box. 
Reza Ghoochannejhad appeared to be incorrectly flagged for offside for a second time when through on goal shortly after the interval, before Okwunwanne almost emulated Hajsafi with a ferocious drive that Iran 
goalkeeper Alireza Haghighi did brilliantly to keep out. 


Tempers flared when Haghighi barged into Faouzi Aaish, Bahrain's waspish playermaker with a menacing-looking mohican who was a thorn in Iran's side the entire game. 


But moments later Shojaei popped up to steer a right-foot shot just inside the post from another corner to trigger wild celebrations from a crowd of 17,000. 
Iran's Asian Cup drought dates back to 1976, when it won the third of three successive titles. 
Earlier, the United Arab Emirates laid down a marker by thrashing Qatar 4-1 to go top of the group on goal difference. 


2015.7 


Date & Time 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group D 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


12th. January 2015, 18.00 


Newcastle Stadium, Newcastle, New South Wales 


(Hunter Stadium) 
Japan..4 v. Pale: 


stine..0 


17147 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Japan..3 v. Palestine..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Eiji Kawashima 


GK 


Ramzi Saleh (c ) 


DF 


Makoto Hasebe (c ) 


DF 


Abdallatif Al Bahdari 


DF 


Masato Morishige 


DF 


Ahmed Harbi Mahajna 


DF 


Maya Yoshida 


DF 


Abdallah Jaber 


DF 


Yuto Nagatomo 


MF 


Khader Youssef Abu Hammad 


DF 


Gotoku Sakai 


MF 


Murad Ismail Said 


MF 


Yasuhito Endo 


MF 


Mus‘ab Al-Battat 


MF 


Takashi Inui 


FW 


Ismail Al-Amour 


MF 


Keisuke Honda 


FW 


Ashraf Nu'man Al-Fawaghra 


MF 


Shinji Kagawa 
Shinji Okazaki 


78 19 


FW 


Mahmoud Dahadha Khitam Eid 
Abdelhamid Abuhabib 


Hiroshi Kiyotake 


SUBSTITUTES 


Hesham Salhi 


Yoshinori Muto 


Tamer Salah 


Yohei Toyoda 


Hussam Abu Saleh 


Naomichi Ueda 
Kosuke Ota 


Tawfiq Ali Abuhammad 
Raed Fares 


Shusaku Nishikawa 
Yu Kobayashi 


Mousa Abu Jazar 
Khaled Salem 


Yasuyuki Konno 


Ahmad Maher Wridat 


Tsukasa Shiotani 


Jaka Ihbeisheh 


Gen Sh6ji 


Alexis Norambuena Ruz 


Gaku Shibasaki 


Rami Hamadeh 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Masaaki Higashiguchi 
Javier Aguirre Onaindia 


Team Coach Ahmed Al Hassan 


Referee 


Abdulrahman Mohammed Hussain (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 1 


Taleb Salem Al Marri (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Ramzan Al Naemi (Qatar) 


match report from www.theguardian.com 


The Asian Cup holders Japan enjoyed a stroll in the Newcastle breeze as they swatted aside proud debutants Palestine to kick off their title defence with a comprehensive victory. 
Yasuhito Endo, Shinji Okazaki, Keisuke Honda scored first-half goals with Maya Yoshida adding another after the break in a contest that was predictably one-sided for the record four-times champions. 
Palestine, who qualified to play in the Asian Cup for the first time despite the restrictions placed on them, received a harsh lesson about the standards needed to trouble the very elite in the continent. 


The midfielder Endo set Japan on their way with an eighth-minute fizzing long-range drive after being allowed far too much room to stroll towards the Palestinian area. 

The 34-year-old, winning his 149th cap, shrewdly kept his 30 metre shot low under the stiff breeze that Japan were playing into at the Newcastle Stadium but the goalkeeper and captain Ramzi Saleh seemed to dive 
too early and should have kept it out. 

The chances continued to come for Japan as Javier Aguirre’s side predictably dominated the West Asians, ranked 115th in the world by Fifa, who manfully tried to restrict their more illustrious opponents despite the 
gulf in class. 

They added a second in the 25th minute when the striker Okazaki used his head smartly to stoop low and redirect a wayward volley from Shinji Kagawa past Saleh from close range. The Palestinians then gifted their 
opponents the chance to add a third four minutes before the break when the defender Musab Battat clumsily bundled over Kagawa in the penalty area. 

Honda, the player of the tournament four years ago, stepped up to send Saleh the wrong way with the spot-kick just before the break. 

Japan continued to dominate in the second period and, aided by the breeze, added a fourth in the 49th minute when Yoshida rose unchallenged to meet Kagawa’s left-wing cross. 

Palestine defender Anmed Mahajnabut made it a tough final 20 minutes for his team mates after being sent off following a second yellow card for scything down Kagawa, but the Japanese were unable to add to their 
tally as complacency set in. 

The defender Abdallatif Al-Bahdari almost snatched a consolation for Palestine and their noisy fans in the 82nd minute but his header flashed wide. 

Japan move on to face the 2007 champions, Iraq, in Brisbane on Friday after Palestine take on Jordan in Melbourne earlier in the day. 


2015.8 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group D 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
12th. January 2015, 19.00 Brisbane Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 6840 
(Lang Park) 


Jordan..0 v. Iraq..1 
half time, Jordan..0 v. Iraq..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Amer Shafi' Sabbah (c ) GK Jalal Hassan Hachim 
DF Anas Bani Yassen DF Salam Shakir Dad 
DF Mohammad Mohammad 
Al-Dmeiri 

DF _| Oday Zahran DF ___|Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi 


DF |Ahmad Ibrahim Al-Qafaje 


DF Mohammad Ali Mustafa DF Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman 


Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
DF Tareq Khattab MF ‘Al-Dobjahawe 

MF ___|Ahmad Elias Ahmad Ali MF Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje 
Khalil Bani Attiah Humam Tarig Na‘oush 
Ahmad Israiwah Younis Mahmoud Khalaf (c ) 
Odai Al-Saify Ala‘a Abdul-Zahra Al-Azzawi 
Ahmad Hayel Ibrahim Arshidat Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafik 


Yousef Al-Rawashdeh Justin Meram 

Mahmoud Za'tara 9 Ahmed Yasin Ghani Mousa 
Abdallah Deeb Salim Osama Shafeeq Rashid 
Rajaei Ayed Fadel Hasan Ali Yaseen Flaifel 

Samir Raja Suleiman Ali Bahjat Fadhil 

Saeed Al Murjan Ali Faez Atiyah 

Moataz Yaseen Mahjoub 
Al-Fityani 

Mohammad Rateb Al-Dawud Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli 
Sameh Saeed Mujbel 
Mamoori 

Saleh Rateb Saleh Mahdi Kamil Shiltagh 
Hamza Al-Dardour Mohammed Hameed Farhan 
Ahmed Abdel-Sattar Nawwas Ali Husni Faisal 

Ray Wilkins Radhi Shenaishil Swadi 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Fahad Al Mirdasi (Saudi Arabia) 

Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 [Abdullah Al Shalwai (Saudi Arabia) SC 


Ahmad Israiwah is also shown as Ahmad Sariweh. Saeed Al Murjan is also shown as Saeed Murjan. Mohammad Rateb Al-Dawud is also shown as Mohammad Mohammad Al Daoud 
Monther Abu Amara is also shown as Munther Abu Amarah. 
Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje is also shown as Yaser Kasim Al-Kadefaje. Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafikis also shown as Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafiq 


Ali Adnan Al-Tameemi 


Monther Abu Amara 


match report from abc 

A magical goal from midfielder Yaser Kasim gave Iraq a crucial 1-0 win over a 10-man Jordan in the Asian Cup in Brisbane on Monday. 

Kasim, who plays for Swindon Town in the third tier of English football, scored the winner in the 77th minute with a touch of Messi magic and a little slice of luck. 

Taking the ball from outside the Jordan box, the 23-year-old dribbled his way past three defenders, then unleashed his shot at goal. 

The ball took a deflection off the outstretched boot of Tareq Khattaba, leaving Jordan captain and goalkeeper Amer Shafithew with no chance of making the save. 

Kasim's spectacular strike ended what had been a relatively dour contest with teams adopting a cautious approach to the Group D clash at Lang Park. 

Although it was their first match of the tournament, the stakes could not have been higher for both team, with defending champions Japan having launched their Group D campaign with a 4-0 rout of Palestine earlier in 
the evening. 

Iraq is now in the box seat to reach the quarter-finals and perhaps start another fairytale run reminiscent of its 2007 Asian Cup triumph, which became a rare moment for celebration in the war-torn country. 

Few people had given Iraq any chance of going far this time after a haphazard preparation brought about by the troubles at home, forced to train and play qualifiers in other neighbouring countries, including Jordan. 
Neither Iraq nor Jordan had won a match since March last year and Jordan's defeat was compounded by the sending off of Anas Bani-Yaseen, who picked up a second yellow card in a fiery match during which the 
referee made seven bookings. 

Although Iraq had the lion's share of possession, it still had to survive some anxious moments from a Jordan team coached by former English international Ray Wilkins. 

Jordan's best chance came in the second half when a cross fell at the feet of Mohammad Mustafa who instinctively fired at the target but straight at the Iraqi goalkeeper Amer Shafi. 


2015.9 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 

13th. January 2015, 18.00 Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 8795 
Kuwait..0 v. Korea Republic..1 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Kuwait..0 v. Korea Republic..1 


Time of 


substitution Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Hameed Youssef Al-Qallaf 


GK 


Kim Seung-Gyu 


DF 


Fahad Awadh Shehan 


DF 


Cha Du-Ri 


DF 


Amer Maatoug Al-Fadhel 


MF 


Park Joo-Ho 


DF 


Musaed Neda Al-Enazi (c ) 


DF 


Kim Young-Gwon 


MF 


Sultan Al Enzi 


DF 


Kim Jin-Su 


MF 


Abdullah Salem Al Buraiki 


DF 


Jang Hyun-Soo 


MF 


Fahad Ebrahim Al Ansari 


MF 


Ki Sung-Yueng (c ) 


MF 


Ali Maqseed 


MF 


Nam Tae-Hee 


FW 


Abdulaziz Ahmad Al Masha’an Al 
Enezi 


MF 


Kim Min-Woo 


DF 


Fahad Al Hajeri 
Yousef Naser Al-Sulaiman 


MF 
77 11 


Lee Myung-Joo 
Lee Keun-Ho 


Bader Ahmed Al-Mutwa 


SUBSTITUTES 


Cho Young-Cheol 


Faisal Zaid Al-Harbi 


Lee Jung-Hyub 


Faisal Al Enzi 


Han Kook-Young 


Khaled Mohammad Aaidh 
Al-Rashidi 


Jung Sung-Ryong 


Hussain Fadhel Abdullah Ali 


Kim Ju-Young 


Khaled Ali Nasser Al-Qahtani 
Talal Al Fadhel 


Kwak Tae-Hwi 
Han Kyo-Won 


Saleh Al Sheikh Al Hendi 


Talal Ahmed Al-Amer 


Khaled Mohamed Ebrahim Hajiah 


Addel Rahman Al Shammari 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Sulaiman Abdulghafoor 
Nabil Maaloul 
Faraj Alenzi 


Team Coach Ulrich Stielike 


Team Manager 


Park I1-Ki 


Referee 


Alireza Faghani (Iran) 


Assistant Referee 1 


Reza Sokhandan (Iran) 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from abc 


Mohammadreza Abolfazli 


South Korea has won its second consecutive match of the 2015 Asian Cup with a 1-0 win over Kuwait in Canberra on Tuesday night. 


Taeguk Warriors boss Uli Stielike made seven changes from the starting eleven that defeated Oman by a solitary goal in his side's opening match at the weekend. 


Several of those were forced, with midfielder Lee Chung-yong ruled out of the rest of the Asian Cup earlier in the day after suffering a leg fracture in the victory over the Gulf side. 
Right-back Kim Chang-soo, who was forced off early in the Oman match after a crunching tackle, also failed to recover in time, while Saturday's goalscorer Cho Young-cheol started on the bench. 
It was one of the replacements, Lee Keun-ho, who should have opened the scoring on the half-hour mark when he was put clean through on goal by a delightful threaded pass from Kim Min-woo. 


Rather than blast the ball, Lee opted for a delicate chip but it was well tipped round for a corner by Kuwait goalkeeper Hameed Youssef, much to the annoyance of Stielike on the touchline. 


But six minutes later when South Korea had their breakthrough when midfielder Nam Tae-hee connected powerfully with a perfect cross from the marauding Cha Du-ri to bury a header past Youssef, sending the 
majority-Korean support into raptures. 
Stielike made one change at halftime, bringing on marksman Cho, but it was the Kuwaitis who started the second period the sharpest, almost snatching an immediate equaliser as wide man Ali Almaqseed's fizzing 
drive from long-range slammed against the post. 
The final 30 minutes was end-to-end with both sides having good chances. Lee headed just wide before Fahed Al Ebrahim's deft poke was pushed out for a corner at the other end. 
But neither team could capitalise and it finished 1-0, South Korea moving to a maximum six points for the tournament. 


2015.10 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group B 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


14th. January 2015, 18.00 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 


People's Democratic Republic of Korea.. 


(AAMI Park) 


1 v. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia..4 


12349 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, DPR Korea..1 v. 
Time of 
substitution 


Saudi Arabia..1 


Position Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Ri Myong-Guk 


GK Waleed Abdullah Ali Al-Dawsari 


DF 


Cha Jong-Hyok 


DF Osama Hawsawi 


DF 


Jon Kwang-lk 


DF Hassan Muath Fallatah 


DF 


Jang Kuk-Chol 


DF Abdullah Al-Zori Al-Dossary 


DF 


Jang Song-Hyok 


DF Omar Othman Hawsawi 


DF 


Lee Yong-Jick 


MF Saud Ali Khariri (c ) 


MF 


Ryang Yong-Gi 


MF Nawaf Al-Abid 


MF 


Pak Song-Chol (c ) 


MF Salman Al-Faraj 


MF 


Sim Hyon-Jin 
Pak Kwang-Ryong 


ME Salem Al-Dawsari 
Naif Hazazi 


Jong I!-Gwan 


Sahlawi 


O Hyok-Chol 


Taisir Al-Jassim 


Ro Hak-Su 
Choe Won 


Ibrahim Ghaleb Jahshan 
Fahad Al-Muwallad 


Ri Chang-Ho 
Han Song-Hyok 


Saeed Al Muwallad 
Mustafa Al-Bassas 


Om Chol-Song 


Yahia Ali Al-Shehri 


Kye Song-Hyok 


Waleed Bakshween 


So Hyon-Uk 


Yasir Al-Mohammadi 
Al-Shahrani 


Ri Kwang-I1 


Motaz Hawsawi 


Ju Kwang-Min 


Abdullah Al-Sudairy 


Team Coach 


Jo Tong-Sop 


Team Coach 


Abdullah Al-Enazi 
Majed Al-Marshadi 
Cosmin Aurelian Oldroiu 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Abdullah Al Hilali (Oman) 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from abc 


Hamed Al Mayahi (Oman, 
Abu Bakar Al Amri (Oman) 


North Korea scored its first Asian Cup goal in 23 years on Wednesday but Saudi Arabia dashed hopes of an upset by storming back for a 4-1 win. 
A second defeat in Group B left the North Koreans on the brink of elimination while breathing new life into a Saudi campaign that had been flagging after it was stunned 1-0 by China in its opening game at the weekend. 
North Korea picked up a yellow card after just 15 seconds when Jong II-gwan, being tracked by Newcastle United, was booked for a wild lunge. 
It continued to tear into the Saudis as it went in search of a first Asian Cup victory since 1980 and the dream looked on after 11 minutes as Japan-based Ryang Yong-gi slammed home after big striker Pak 


Kwang-ryong's fierce drive had been parried by goalkeeper Waleed Abdullah. 


But Naif Hazazi equalised with a clinical finish against the run of play eight minutes before the interval. The Saudi forward's joy was unbridled, having fluffed a penalty in their shock 1-0 loss China last Saturday. 
Strike partner Mohammed Al Sahlawi poked the Gulf side in front seven minutes after the break, before profiting from some horror defending to roll in a third moments later as North Korea began to unravel. 

Saudi Arabia, who won the last of its three Asian Cup titles in 1996, continued to press, Al Sahlawi squandering a golden opportunity to complete his hat-trick by dragging horribly wide when clean through on goal. 
Nawaf Alabid added a fourth after reacting sharply to having his penalty saved by North Korean goalkeeper Ri Myong-Guk. 
Pyongyang frequently lavishes cars and apartments on athletes who bring glory to the state, but the North Korean players at least had the consolation of being cheered to the rafters by a crowd of 12,000 in Melbourne 


for a plucky display. 


2015.11 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
15th. January 2015, 18.00 Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 7925 
Bahrain..1 v. United Arab Emirates..2 
half time, Bahrain..1 v. United Arab Emirates..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution 3 Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Sayed Jaafar Sabt Abbas GK Majed Naser Humaid Bakheit 

DF Mohamed Husain Bahzad (c ) 73 DF Walid Abbas Al-Balushi 

DF Abdulla Omar Ismail DF Juma Mohammed Ahmed Gharib 
DF Faouzi Aaish 9 DF Hamdan Al-Kamali 

DF Rashed Talha Khalil Al-Hooti DF Abdelaziz Sanqour Al-Mazam 


Omar Abdulrahman Al-Raqi 

Al-Amoudi 

ME Amer Abdulrahman Hussein Al 

Hammadi. 

MF | Abdulwahab Ali Al Safi mF |Mohammed Abdulrahman Al Raqi 
Al Almoudi 

MF ___|Abdulwahab Isa Ali Al-Malood 78* 13 MF ___|Khamis Esmaeel Zayed 

MF Sayed Jaafar Ahmed 11 FW Ahmed Khalil Al-Junaibi 

FW ___|Jaycee Akwani Okwunwanne 7 FW ___|Ali Mabkhout Al Hajeri 

SUBSTITUTES 

Hussain "Husain Ali Baba" Ismail Saeed Al Hammadi 

Ismaeel Abdullatif Ismail Hassan Mohamed Ismael Ahmed Ismael 

Sami Al-Husaini Habib Fardan Al Fardan 

Abdulla Shallal Hassan Ibrahim Hasan Sager 

Mohannad Salem Marzook 

Al-Amin Al-Enazi 

Mohammed Al Alawi Abdulaziz Hussain Al-Balooshi 

Abdulla Al-Haza‘a Khalid Eisa Al Mesmari 

Abdulla Yusuf Abdulrahim ji j 

Mohamed Helal Majed Hassan Abdulla Al Ahmadi 

Faisal "Bodahoom" Abudahoom Salem Saleh Salem Al Rejaibi 

Hamad Al-Doseri Saeed Al Kathiri 

Haboush Saleh Salbookh Al 

Nofeli 

Mohammed Yousef Khalaf Yousef 

Waleed Al Hayam Husain Al Hosani 

Team Coach Marjan Eid 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Chis Beath (Australia) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Jakhongir Saidov (Uzbekistan) 

Assistant Referee 2 | Kit Chow Chun (Hong 


MF —|Mohamed Duaij Mahorfi MF 


MF _ | Sayed Dhiya Alawi Shubbar 


Abdulla Abdo Omar Yasser 


Ashraf Al Sebaie 


match report from abc 

United Arab Emirates striker Ali Mabkhout scored after 14 seconds in one of the fastest goals in Asian Cup history to propel his side towards a 2-1 win over Bahrain on Thursday. 

The Group C victory in Canberra marked the first time UAE had won its opening two matches at the tournament and put it on the verge of qualifying for the quarter-finals. 

Omar Abdulrahman chipped a delightful ball over the top of Bahrain's defence and Mabkhout calmly controlled it with his right foot before slotting past goalkeeper Sayed Abbas with his left. 
It was Mabkhout's third goal of the Asian Cup after a double in UAE's opening 4-1 win against Qatar Sunday, making him the tournament's top scorer. 

Goals have been scored within a minute at the competition before, notably China's Xie Yuxin in 1992 and Kuwaiti Fat'hi Kameil in 1976, but Mabkhout's is one of the quickest on record. 
UAE enjoyed more of the ball in the opening stages with midfield wizard Abdulrahman so often the instigator of UAE's attacking play. 

But Bahrain gradually came into the match after the shock of conceding so early and always looked dangerous up front through Nigerian-born striker Jaycee Okwunwanne. 

The bulldozing targetman -- nicknamed "Ronaldo" in some quarters -- blazed just over the bar with an audacious overhead kick, before Anmed Khalil hit the post from close range at the other end. 
UAE would rue that miss shortly afterwards when Okwunwanne got his reward for persistent badgering of the defence, scoring with a header at the back post from a corner on 26 minutes. 
The Emiratis almost went into the break a goal up after poacher Mabkhout took the ball around Abbas following a mazy run by Abdulrahman, but his shot was cleared off the line. 

The start of the second half was less high-octane until Abdulrahman curled an indirect free-kick a fraction over on 61 minutes after Abbas picked up a back-pass. 

UAE got its winner after 73 minutes when Bahrain captain Mohamed Hasan headed a free-kick into his own net. 


2015.12 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 

Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 

15th. January 2015, 20.00 Stadium Australia, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 22672 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 

Qatar..0 v. Iran..1 

half time, Qatar..0 v. Iran..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Qasem Burhan GK_|Alireza Haghighi 

Seyed Jalaleddin Hosseini 
Khoskebijari 

DF Boualem Khoukhi DF Mehrdad Pooladi 

DF Almahdi Ali Mukhtar 8 DF Morteza Pouraliganji 


DF Abdelkarim Hassan Al Haj Fadlalla MF _ |Javad Nekounam (c ) 


DF Ibrahim Majid Abdulmajid DF 


DF Ismaeel Mohammad 7 MF ___|Masoud Soleimani Shojaei 
MF ___|Ahmed El Sayed MF Seyed Ashkan Dejagah 
Andranik "Teymourian" 
Timotian-Samarani. 
Hassan Al Haydos Ehsan Hajisafi. 

FW ___|Mohammed Trésor Kangambu 11 Vouria Ghafouri 

FW Mohammed Muntari Sardar Azmoun 


Karim Boudiaf 


Khalfan Ibrahim Al Khalfan Reza Ghoochannejhad Nournia 
Khosro Heydari 
Amir Sadeghi 


mp |Abdulaziz Hatem Mohammed 
Abdullah 

MF __|Khalid Muftah Mayuuf Karim Ansarifard 

Ali Assadalla “Ali Asad” Qambar 12 Mohsen Forouzan 

Magid Mohamed Hassan Vahid Amiri 

Khaled Al Zereigi Ramin Rezaeian Semeskandi 
Abdulrahman Issa Mohammad Soroush Rafiei Al Gari 


Omid Ebrahimi Zarandini 


Ahmed Sufyan Ahmed Al Abunora Alireza Jahanbakhsh Jirandeh 


Mohammad Reza Khanzadeh 
Darabi 

Mohammed Kasola Alireza Safar Beiranvand 
Team Coach Djamel Belmadi Team Coach Carlos Broto Leal Queiroz 
Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee Ravshan Irmatov (Uzbekistan) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Abdukhamidullo Rasulov (Uzbekistan) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Bakhadyr Kochkarov (Kyrgyz Republic, 


match report from www.heraldsun.com.au 

A SUBLIME piece of skill from Sardar Azmoun booked Iran’s passage into the Asian Cup football quarter-finals and condemned Gulf Cup champions Qatar to an early exit. 

Sardar’s slick turn and clinical shot in the 52nd minute at Sydney's ANZ Stadium on Thursday earned Iran a 1-0 win, their second victory from as many games. 

It leaves them second in their group on goal difference behind the United Arab Emirates, who earlier in the day defeated Bahrain 2-1 in Canberra, and will now meet Iran in Brisbane next Monday. 

Qatar, who were coming off a 4-1 opening game loss to the UAE, had a decent share of possession, but struggled to create good chances. 

Russian-based Sardar’s goal delighted the vast majority of the 22,672 fans in attendance in Sydney, with Iran’s passionate and colourful fans ramping up the noise level of support to the max each time their team got 
close to Qatar's penalty area. 

Iran one of the pre-tournament favourites, were more consistently dangerous than Qatar and were good value for the win, which they achieved with a second straight clean sheet. 

Qatar, who entered the tournament on a long unbeaten run, lacked penetration and didn’t get a single shot on target in the first half. 

Just before half-time, Morteza Pouraliganji’s flying header from an Iran corner was headed off the line by Ahmed Elsayed, while Sardar had a firm fourth minute header saved by Qatar goalkeeper Qasem Burhan. 
It was a similar story in the second half, even after an apparently injured Sardar came off just after the hour. 

His substitute Reza Ghoochannejhad had four shots at goal, three of them saved, as Iran sought the cushion of a second goal. 

The Qatar goalkeeper also had to push away a shot from Ehsan Haji Safi. 

Qatar Substitute Meshaal Abdullah hit a post with a header in stoppage time, but he was judged offside. 

Iran midfielder Andranik Teymourian was named man of the match. 

FULL-TIME IRAN 1 (Sardar Azmoun 52) QATAR 0 at ANZ Stadium. 

Crowd: 22,672 Referee: Ravshan Irmatov 


Saad Al-Sheeb 


2015.13 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group D 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


16th. January 2015, 18.00 Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 10808 
(AAMI Park) 


Palestine..1 v. Jordan..5 
half time, Palestine..0 v. Jordan..3 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Ramzi Saleh (c) GK Amer Shafi' Sabbah (c ) 
DF | Abdallatif Al Bahdari pr. , | Mohammad Mohammad 
Al-Dmeiri 

DF Jaka lhbeisheh DF Oday Zahran 

DF Hussam Abu Saleh DF Mohammad Ali Mustafa 
DF | Abdallah Jaber DF __| Tareq Khattab 

DF Tamer Salah MF Saeed Al Murjan 

MF __|Hesham Salhi MF __|Yousef Al-Rawashdeh 
MF ___|Murad Ismail Said MF __|Ahmad Elias Ahmad Ali 
MF ___|Mus‘ab Al-Battat FW ___|Odai Al-Saify 

FW __|Ashraf Nu'man Al-Fawag FW ___|Abdallah Deeb Salim 


Abdelhamid Abuhabib Hamza Al-Dardour 


SUBSTITUTES 
Ismail Al-Amour Khalil Bani Attiah 

Mahmoud Dahadha Khitam Eid Ahmad Israiwah 

Khader Youssef Abu Hammad Mohammad Rateb Al-Dawud 
Tawfigq Ali Abuhammad Rajaei Ayed Fadel Hasan 
Raed Fares Samir Raja Suleiman 

Mousa Abu Jazar Mahmoud Za'tara 

Moataz Yaseen Mahjoub 
Al-Fityani 

Ahmad Maher Wridat Monther Abu Amara 

Rami Hamadeh Saleh Rateb Saleh 

Ahmed Abdel-Sattar Nawwas 
Team Coach Ahmed Al Hassan Ray Wilkins 

Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Kim Jong-Hyeok (Korea Republic) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Jeong Hae-Sang (Korea Republic) 

Assistant Referee 2 | Yoon Kwang-Yeol (Korea Republic) 


35, 45+2, 
75, 80 


Khaled Salem 


match report from abc 

Hamza al Daradreh scored the first hat-trick of the Asian Cup on Friday as Jordan hammered Palestine 5-1 to keep itself alive in the competition. 

Al Daradreh finished with four goals, helping Jordan end a miserable run of 11 games without a win, but its hopes of advancing still hang in the balance with defending champions Japan to come in its final Group D 
game on Tuesday. 

Yousef Ahmad scored with a superb curling effort after 33 minutes, before al Daradreh doubled Jordan's advantage moments later. 

The striker grabbed his second in first-half stoppage time to leave Palestine with a mountain to climb and completed his treble with a clinical strike in the 75th minute. Adrenalin pumping, he piled on the misery for 
Palestine with another goal from point-blank range. 

But Palestine carved out a little piece of history for themselves from a pulsating match when Jaka Hbaisha smashed home a consolation goal five minutes from time. 

The result will give Jordan coach Ray Wilkins a huge lift with the Englishman under fire after failing to arrest the team's slide since taking over last September. 

Wilkins, robbed of star striker Anmad Hayel after he collapsed from dehydration during a doping test following Jordan's 1-0 defeat by Iraq earlier this week, endured a nervous opening as Hisham Salhi's viciously 
dipping effort was tipped onto the bar by goalkeeper Amer Shafi. 

Confident and cohesive where it had been awestruck in its 4-0 thumping by Japan on its Asian Cup debut, Palestine paid the price for its gung-ho approach, however, as Ahmad scored with a peach of a goal against 
the run of play. 

Al Daradreh then ran riot, his whirlwind display making him the competition's top scorer and giving Jordan a chance of sneaking into the quarter-finals. 


2015.14 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group D 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Brisbane Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 


16th. January 2015, 19.00 
(Lang Park) 


22941 


lraq..0 v. Japan..1 
half time, Iraq..0 v. Japan..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Jalal Hassan Hachim GK _| Eiji Kawashima 

DF Salam Shakir Dad DF Makoto Hasebe (c ) 
DF Ahmad Ibrahim Al-Qafaje DF Masato Morishige 
DF Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi DF Maya Yoshida 

DF Ali Adnan Al-Tameemi DF Yuto Nagatomo 

DF Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman DF Gotoku Sakai 

MF Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
Al-Dobjahawe 

Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje MF Takashi Inui 
Younis Mahmoud Khalaf (c ) MF __|Keisuke Honda 
Ala‘a Abdul-Zahra Al-Azzawi MF Shinji Kagawa 
Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafik Shinji Okazaki 


MF Yasuhito Endo 


Justin Meram Hiroshi Kiyotake 
Ahmed Yasin Ghani Mousa Yasuyuki Konno 
Osama Shafeeqg Rashid Yoshinori Muto 

Ali Yaseen Flaifel Naomichi Ueda 
Kosuke Ota 

Yohei Toyoda 
Humam Tariq Na'oush Shusaku Nishikawa 
Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli Yu Kobayashi 


Sameh Saeed Mujbel Al-Mamoori Tsukasa Shiotani 


Mahdi Kamil Shiltagh Gen Shoji 
Mohammed Hameed Farhan Gaku Shibasaki 
Ali Husni Faisal Masaaki Higashiguchi 


Team Coach Radhi Shenaishil Swadi Team Coach Javier Aguirre Onaindia 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Alireza Faghani (Iran) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Reza Sokhandan (Iran) 

Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammadreza Abolfazli 


match report from couriermail 

Despite wasting a host of chances, defending champions Japan took a huge step towards the Asian Cup quarter-finals with a 1-0 win over Iraq at Suncorp Stadium. 

A draw in their final Group D clash against Jordan in Melbourne on Tuesday will guarantee Japan — 4-0 winners over Jordan last Monday — a place in the last eight. 

It could have been a similar scoreline in Brisbane, with Japan too often failing to complete their impressive build-up play with goals. 

They had to rely on a penalty to secure the three points, with star attacker Keisuke Honda converting a 23rd-minute spot kick he earned to maintain Japan’s 100 per cent record at the tournament. 
Honda could have had at least a hat-trick, hitting the woodwork on three occasions. 

Despite their loss, Iraq’s cause is far from lost, with the Lions of Mesopotamia to meet Group D minnows Palestine on Tuesday. 

Awin over Palestine, thrashed 5-1 by Jordan, is likely to be enough for the Iraqis to reach the quarter-finals. 

But they will need to improve their attack, having rarely threatened in the humid Brisbane conditions in front of a healthy crowd of almost 23,000. 

It was the woodwork that stopped Japan taking the lead in the 16th minute. 

Italy-based pair Yuto Nagatomo and Honda combined, with Inter fullback Nagatomo finding Milan attacker Honda with a beautifully weighted cross to the back post. 

The unmarked Honda’s header was too good for Iraq goalkeeper Jalal Hassan but hit the base of the post. 

But Honda only had to wait another five minutes to put his side ahead, converting a penalty. 

Seconds after Hassan did well from close range to deny Shinji Kagawa, Honda was crunched by Iraqi pair Ali Adnan and Saad Abdul-Amir. 

Referee Alireza Faghani had no hesitation in pointing to the penalty spot, with Honda dusting himself off to send keeper Hassan the wrong way and give Japan a deserved lead. 

It could have been 2-0 10 minutes later but striker Shinji Okazaki directed his header straight at Hassan. 

Japan continued to attack early in the second half, with Honda again unfortunate when his sizzling 20-metre strike smashed into the crossbar. 

Later in the half he blew a golden chance to put Japan two goals ahead, hitting the post from inside the six-yard box, much to the frustration of coach Javier Aguirre, who would have wanted a bigger win. 
Reports out of Japan yesterday suggested that coach Javier Aguirre would be sacked after the tournament due to being named in a match-fixing scandal during his time coaching Real Zaragoza in Spain. 


2015.15 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
17th. January 2015, 20.00 Newcastle Stadium, Newcastle, New South Wales 7495 
(Hunter Stadium) 


Oman..1 v. Kuwait..0 

half time, Oman..0 v. Kuwait..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution a Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 
GK Ali Abdullah Harib Al-Habsi (c ) 22 GK Sulaiman Abdulghafoor 
MF Jaber Mohammed Sagheer 3 DF 
Al-Owaisi 
DE. | eee ae Sana Sun DF | Amer Maatoug Al-Fadhel 
DF Ali Salim Obaid Bait Al-Nahar DF Musaed Neda Al-Enazi (c ) 
ME. |ahined Mubarak: Obeld MF | Abdullah Salem Al Buraiki 
Al-Mahaijri 
MF Eid Mohammed Al-Farsi MF Fahad Ebrahim Al Ansari 
Raed Ibrahim Saleh Haikal 


DF | Al-Mukhaini MF Ali Maqseed 


Fahad Awadh Shehan 


Abdulaziz Ahmad Al Masha‘an Al 
Enezi 


FW | Qasim Said Sanjoor Hardan Fw 


FW Abdulaziz Humaid Mubarak ME 
Al-Mugbali 
DF Ali Sulaiman Rashid Al-Busaidi DF Fahad Al Hajeri 

Said Salim Al-Razaigi 58 Yousef Naser Al-Sulaiman 
SUBSTITUTES 


Faisal Zaid Al-Harbi 


Mohammed Ali Humaid Al-Siyabi 17 Bader Ahmed Al-Mutwa 


14 Talal Ahmed Al-Amer 
15 Faisal Al Enzi 
1 Khaled Mohammad Aaidh 


Al-Rashidi. 
Yaqoob Abdul-Karim Salim 


58 
82 
4 DF Hussain Fadhel Abdullah Ali 
é 6 DF Khaled Ali Nasser Al-Qahtani 

Al-Qasmi 
Hassan Yousuf Mudhafar 
Al-Gheilani 7 DF | Talal Al Fadhel 
Mazin Masaoud Darwish Al-Kasbi 8 MF Saleh Al Sheikh Al Hendi 
Ahmed Saleem Thuwaini 


Ali Hilal Saud Al-Jabri 
Nasser Ali Al-Shimli 
Mohammed Saleh Ali 
Al-Musalami_ 

Amer Said Al-Shatri 


Al-Mukhaini 12 MF Sultan Al Enzi 


Amad Ali Suleiman Al-Hosni 18 MF |Khaled Mohamed Ebrahim Hajiah 


Mohsin Johar Al-Khaldi 19 FW__|Addel Rahman Al Shammari 


Sulaiman A pdullan Khamis 23 GK __|Hameed Youssef Al-Qallaf 
Al-Buraiki 

Team Coach Paul Le Guen 
Team Manager Team Manager Faraj Alenzi 

Referee Fahad Al Mirdasi (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Bader Al Shamrani (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Abdullah Al Shalwai (Saudi Arabia) 


match report from abc 

Abdul al Magbali struck with a second-half header as Oman beat Kuwait 1-0 in a dead rubber at the Asian Cup on Saturday, both teams already having been eliminated. 

A scrappy encounter between the Gulf rivals appeared to be meandering towards the tournament's first draw before al Maqbali pounced with a superb header to break the stalemate in Group A game with only pride at 
stake. 

It was Oman's first victory at the Asian Cup since 2004. 

Al Maqpbali's goal briefly sparked the game to life and the striker could have snatched a hat-trick inside three minutes, first blazing wide on the volley and then seeing a header cleared off the line. 

Their bags already packed having been beaten by Group A powerhouses Australia and South Korea, both teams were limited to speculative long-range shots in a first half offering very little for a crowd of 7,000 in 
Newcastle to get excited about. 

Abdullah Al Buraiki forced a superb save from Oman goalkeeper Ali al Habsi before squandering a gilt-edged chance to equalise by nodding over the bar when it appeared easier to score. 

Fahed al Ebrahim smashed wide for 1980 champions Kuwait, who huffed and puffed but with no end product as they failed to break an 11-match winless streak against Oman and finished without a point. 

Kuwait also finished bottom of its group with no points at the last Asian Cup in 2011, won by Japan. 

Both teams shipped four goals against Australia but neither looked capable of inflicting the same damage, underlining the gap in quality between them and the top two sides in the group, who met in Saturday's 
headline game in Brisbane. 

South Korea clinched top spot with a 1-0 win over the Socceroos. 


2015.16 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group B 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
18th. January 2015, 20.00 Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 18457 
People's Republic of China..2 v. People's Democratic Republic of Korea..1 
half time, People's Republic of China..2 v. DPR Korea..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Wang Dalei GK Ri Myong-Guk 

DF Yu Hai DF Jon Kwang-lk 

DF Zhang Linpeng DF Jang Kuk-Chol 

DF Jiang Zhipeng DF Jang Song-Hyok 
DF Mei Fang DF Ro Hak-Su 

MF ___|Zheng Zhi(c) MF Ryang Yong-Gi 
MF ___|Zhang Chengdong MF ___|Pak Song-Chol(c) 
MF Hao Junmin MF Sim Hyon-Jin 

MF ___|SunKe MF O Hyok-Chol 

Cai Huikang Pak Kwang-Ryong 
Gao Lin Jong II-Gwan 


Yu Hanchao Han Song-Hyok 
Wu Xi So Hyon-Uk 

Li Ang Choe Won 
Zeng Cheng Ri Chang-Ho 
Wu Lei Om Chol-Song 
Yang Xu Kye Song-Hyok 
Yan Junling Cha Jong-Hyok 
Liu Jianye Ri Kwang-I1 

Ji Xiang Ju Kwang-Min 
Liu Binbin 
Liao Lisheng 
Team Coach Alain Perrin Team Coach Jo Tong-Sop 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Abdulrahman Mohammed Hussain (Qatar) 

Assistant Referee 2 | Ramzan Al Naemi (Qatar) 

match report from The Advertiser 

China saw off DPR Korea in an entertaining game in Canberra that will give the Socceroos plenty to think about before their quarter-final. 

China are capable of being just as entertaining as the Socceroos at this Asian Cup. 

Alain Perrin’s side were super slick in the opening 45 minutes before labouring to a 2-1 Group B win over DPR Korea at Canberra Stadium on Sunday. 

It also demonstrated glaring defensive deficiencies but still managed to issue Australia a warning before the nations clash in the quarter-final at Suncorp Stadium on Thursday. 

Socceroos coach Ange Postecoglou wisely dispatched the nation’s best scouts to Canberra as China toyed with their opponents with a brand of quick entertaining and attacking football in the first half. 

It was China’s third consecutive win at the Asian Cup after seeing off Uzbekistan (2-1) and Saudi Arabia (1-0) but DPR Korea had enough chances to steal a point. 

DPR Korea’s substitute So Hyon-uk rattling the crossbar with a thunderous 82nd-minute 25m volley before keeper Wang Dalei’s brilliant save deep in stoppage time was evidence China was made to suffer. 

But Sun Ke kicked off the Chinese party in front of a sea of red draped fans when he scored when the clash was just 45 seconds old. 

He scored his second goal before half-time. 

An own goal gave DPR Korea hope of recovering the deficit when Jong II-gwan’s shot after a neat turn crashed into the back of the net off the body of China’s Gao Lin. 

But Canberra Stadium has been lucky in a sense that it has witnessed the two fastest goals of the Asian Cup. 

United Arab Emirates’ Ali Mabkhout claimed the tournament's fastest goal record when he scored after 14 seconds in a clash against Bahrain last week. 

Ke’s opener came when DPR Koreas’ defence appeared shell shocked after a brilliant delivery from Jiang Zhipeng which met the boot of the classy forward before he tucked the ball home from 7m 

Ke scored his third goal of this Asian Cup and China’s second of the evening when Korea’s nervous defence parted for a cross from Jiang Zhipeng before the Jiangsu Sainty forward nodded the ball home in the 43rd 
minute. 

Ke then ended his shift in the 71st minute after a head injury seemingly forced him off the park. 

But a minute after Ke scored his brace controversy reigned. 

The Asian Cup not investing in goal-line technology or extra assistant referees potentially robbed China of one of the classiest goals of the tournament. 

Yu Hai’s delightful chip which was cleared by Korea’s defender Jon Kwang-ik in the 42nd minute may have crossed the goal-line. 

Camera angles were inclusive. 

But despite DPR Korea having a mostly torrid first half when their only real chance was skied over the bar by Il-gwan, with the forward also testing Dalei with a wicked 20m effort, which was beaten away to safety three 
minutes after the break. 

CHINA 2 (Sun Ke 1m, 43m) DPR KOREA 1 (TOG 56m) at Canberra Stadium — Referee: Abdulrahman Hussain (Qatar) 

Crowd: 18,457. 


2015.17 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group B 


Attendance 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


18th. 


January 2015, 20.00 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 


(AAMI Park) 
Uzbekistan..3 v. Kingdom 


of Saudi Arabia..1 


10871 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Uzbekistan..1 v. 
Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Saudi Arabia..0 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Ignatiy Nesterov 


GK 


Waleed Abdullah Ali Al-Dawsari 


DF 


Anzur Ismailov 


DF 


Osama Hawsawi 


DF 


Vitaliy Denisov 


DF 


Abdullah Al-Zori Al-Dossary 


DF 


Shavkat Mulladjanov 


DF 


Yasir Al-Mohammadi 
Al-Shahrani 


DF 


Shuhrat Muhammadiyev 


DF 


Omar Othman Hawsawi. 


MF 


Azizbek Haydarov 


MF 


Saud Ali Khariri (c ) 


MF 


Odil Akhmedov 


MF 


Nawaf Al-Abid 


MF 


Jasur Khasanov 


MF 


Salman Al-Faraj 


MF 


Jamshid Iskanderov 


66 


MF 


Salem Al-Dawsari 


FW 


Bakhodir Nasimov 


Fw 


Naif Hazazi 


FW 


Sardor Rashidov 


90 


FW 


Mohammad Mohammad 
Al-Sahlawi 


SUBSTITUTES 


FW 


Vokhid Shodiev 
Akmal Shorakhmedov 


MF 


Taisir Al-Jassim 
Yahia Ali Al-Shehri 


Sanjar Tursunov 


Fahad Al-Muwallad 


Eldorbek Suyunov 


Saeed Al Muwallad 


Egor Krimets 


Mustafa Al-Bassas 


Server Djeparov 


Waleed Bakshween 


Igor Serge 
Lutfulla To'rayev 


Hassan Muath Fallatah 
Ibrahim Ghaleb Jahshan 


Timur Kapadze 
Akbar Turaev 


Motaz Hawsawi 
Abdullah Al-Sudairy 


Farrukh Sayfiyev 


Abdullah Al-Enazi 


Team Coach 


Mirjalol Qosimov 


Team Coach 


Majed Al-Marshadi 
Cosmin Aurelian Olaroiu 


Team Manager 
Referee 


Benjamin Williams (Australia) 


Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 1 


Matthew Cream (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from abc 


The Saudis had the advantage in possession for most of the match, but they could not take advantage until the 60th minute, when they were awarded a dubious penalty for a foul in the box. 


Paul Cetrangolo (Australia) 


Uzbekistan has sealed progression to the Asian Cup knockout stages with a 3-1 win over Saudi Arabia in Melbourne. 
Going into the game, Saudi Arabia was in pole position with the better goal difference, needing only a draw to advance to the last eight. 
However the Green Falcons' defence let them down, repeatedly caught out by their opponents. 
The match was barely 90 seconds old when Saudi Arabia gave away possession in its own half, allowing Sardor Rashidov to race into the penalty area and slot the ball between the legs of hapless keeper Waleed 
Abdullah to make it 1-0. 


Mohammed al Sahlawi stepped up and scored from the spot, to put his side back in charge of its own destiny. 
Ten minutes later, however, the Uzbeks hit back - the ball was crossed in from the right, and Abdullah was nowhere near at as substitute Vokhid Shodiev powered a header into the net to make it 2-1. 
Uzbekistan made sure of the points with 11 minutes left, when the side burst free down the Saudi right, and centred the ball to Rashidov, who placed a great finish wide of Abdullah for his second of the night. 
The win gave Uzbekistan second place in the group, and a quarter-final clash with Group A winners South Korea. 
Group A runners-up Australia will face China in the last eight after China defeated North Korea 2-1 to take maximum points from its three matches. 


2015.18 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 

19th. January 2015, 19.00 Brisbane Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 11394 
(Lang Park) 

Iran..1 v. United Arab Emirates..0 
half time, Iran..0 v. United Arab Emirates..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK__|Alireza Haghighi GK___|Majed Naser Humaid Bakheit 


pF __ | Seyed Jalaleddin Hosseini DF |Walid Abbas Al-Balushi 
Khoskebijari 


DF Mehrdad Pooladi DF Juma Mohammed Ahmed Gharib 


Mohannad Salem Marzook 
Al-Amin Al-Enazi 

DF ___|Morteza Pouraliganji DF __|Abdelaziz Sangour Al-Mazam 
Omar Abdulrahman Al-Raqi 
Al-Amoudi 

Andranik "Teymourian" MF Amer Abdulrahman Hussein Al 
Timotian-Samarani Hammadi. 

MF ___|Soroush Rafiei Al Gari MF ___|Habib Fardan Al Fardan 
MF ___|Vahid Amiri MF ___|Khamis Esmaeel Zayed 
FW ___|Sardar Azmoun FW ___| Ahmed Khalil Al-Junaibi 
Alireza Jahanbakhsh Jirandeh Ali Mabkhout Al Hajeri 


DF Khosro Heydari DF 


MF _ |Javad Nekounam (c ) MF 


MF 


Vouria Ghafouri Hassan Ibrahim Hasan Sager 
Seyed Ashkan Dejagah Hamdan Al-Kamali 

Reza Ghoochannejhad Nournia Abdulaziz Hussain Al-Balooshi 
Ehsan Hajisafi Khalid Eisa Al Mesmari 

Amir Sadeghi Ismail Saeed Al Hammadi 
Mohammed Abdulrahman Al Raqi 
Al Almoudi 


Omid Ebrahimi Zarandini Majed Hassan Abdulla Al Ahmadi 


Masoud Soleimani Shojaei 


Karim Ansarifard Salem Saleh Salem Al Rejaibi 
Mohsen Forouzan Mohamed Ismael Ahmed Ismael 
Ramin Rezaeian Semeskandi Saeed Al Kathiri 

Mohammad Reza Khanzadeh Haboush Saleh Salbookh Al 
Darabi Nofeli 

Mohammed Yousef Khalaf Yousef 
Husain Al Hosani 

Team Coach Carlos Broto Leal Queiroz Team Coach Mahdi Ali Redha 

Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Ryuji Sato (Japan) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Toru Sagara (Japan) 

Assistant Referee 2 | Toshiyuki Nagi (Japan) 


Alireza Safar Beiranvand 


match report from abc 

Reza Ghoochannejhad scored in stoppage time to give Iran a heart-thumping 1-0 win over the United Arab Emirates in the decisive Asian Cup Group C encounter on Monday. 

Introduced as a late substitute, Ghoochannejhad netted the match winner with a perfectly taken header in the first second of stoppage time to ensure Iran finished as the Group C winners. 

Roared on by their boisterous fans, Iran's players celebrated like they had won the Asian Cup, knowing that the victory had spared them a treacherous path to the title. 

As Group C winners, Team Melli will play the Group D runner-up, most likely Iraq, in Canberra on Friday while UAE, which only needed a draw to top the group on goal difference, could face the defending champion 
Japan next. 

Although both teams had already booked their places in the quarter-finals before kick-off, the prospect of a better route to the final ensured the match would be anything but meaningless. 

The two Middle Eastern sides attacked each other from the outset on a hot and humid night at Brisbane Stadium, leaving players from both teams exhausted at the end. 

The match seemed destined to end in a draw until the final moments when UAE failed to clear an Iranian corner, knocking the ball out to Andranik Teymourian. 

The Iranian midfielder tried to shoot but could not get his foot to the ball in time, however he got enough to chip it to Ghoochannejhad and the Charlton Athletic striker headed it past the outstretched arms of Majed 
Naser. 

UAE dominated possession in the second half and created plenty of opportunities of their own. Khamis Esmaeel unleashed a ferocious long-range volley that just went wide in the fifth minute, while Amer Abdulrahman 
posed plenty of problems for the Iranian defence. 

UAE's loss was compounded when key defender Walid Abbas picked up his second yellow card of the tournament, ruling him out of the quarter-final. 

With both teams pushing forward and engaging in some wild goalmouth scrambles, tensions began to fray and the referee booked three Iranians - Sardar Azmoun, Mehrdad Pooladi and captain Javad Nekounam - 
although all can play in the quarters. 


2015.19 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
19th. January 2015, 20.00 Stadium Australia, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 4841 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 
Qatar..1 v. Bahrain..2 
half time, Qatar..0 v. Bahrain..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Qasem Burhan GK Hamad Al-Doseri 

Hussain “Husain Ali Baba" 
Mohamed 

DF Boualem Khoukhi DF Abdulla Omar Ismail 

DF Almahdi Ali Mukhtar DF __| Abdulla Al-Haza‘a 

MF Khalid Muftah Mayuuf DF Faouzi Aaish 

mr: > |Abculaziz Hatem Mohammed DF | Rashed Talha Khalil Al-Hooti 
Abdullah 
Ali Assadalla "Ali Asad" Qambar MF Sayed Dhiya Alawi Shubbar 
Karim Boudiaf Abdulwahab Ali Al Safi 
Hassan Al Haydos Abdulwahab Isa Ali Al-Malood 
Mohammed Trésor Kangambu Sayed Jaafar Ahmed 
Mohammed Muntari Jaycee Akwani Okwunwanne 


DF Ibrahim Majid Abdulmajid DF 


23 Ahmed El Sayed Sami Al-Husaini 


MF 
12 MF ___|Magid Mohamed Hassan Abdulla Abdo Omar Yasser 
Abdulla Yusuf Abdulrahim 
9 Fw 
Meshal Abdullah Mohamed Helal 
2 DF __|Mohammed Musa Ali 1 Sayed Jaafar Sabt Abbas 
3 DF Abdelkarim Hassan Al Haj Fadlalla Mohamed Husain Bahzad 


Khaled Al Zereigi Waleed Al Hayam 
Abdulrahman Issa Mohammad Abdulla Shallal 


Ahmed Sufyan Ahmed Al Abunora Ismaeel Abdullatif Ismail Hassan 


Saad Al-Sheeb Faisal "Bodahoom" Abudahoom 


6 DF Mohammed Kasola 


Team Coach Djamel Belmadi Marjan Eid 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Abdullah Al Hilali (Oman) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Hamed Al Mayahi (Oman, 

Assistant Referee 2 | Abu Bakar Al Amri (Oman) 


match report from smh 

The hosts of the 2022 World Cup depart the Asian Cup without collecting a single point after Qatar slumped to a third successive defeat in Australia, losing to Bahrain in their final group game. 

It was a game that had no bearing on the outcome of the tournament and while dead rubbers occur every Cup, they are rarely played at a venue that holds 83,000. If it wasn't for the discounts offered with venue 
specific packages, even fewer than 4,841 fans would have turned up. 

There was a casual feeling about this match and understandably so with nothing more than pride on the line for the two small Gulf states. It was reflected even by the dress of the two coaches as Qatar coach Djamel 
Belmadi wore casual shoes with his suit while his opposite, Marjan Eid, didn't bother suiting up for an Asian Cup match and instead walked out in his tracksuit and sneakers. 

The most passionate fans in the stadium were a group of loud local youths who either adopted a team or simply found cheering Bahrain ironic entertainment. 

Even so, it was a game that was entertaining as both teams played without the burden of any pressure. Qatar striker Mohammed Muntari always looked the most likely to score when he shaved the upright with a shot 
from the edge of the box before heading onto the crossbar from a free kick early in the game. 

Bahrain responded when forward Abdulwahab Al Malood crossed with the outside of his boot to find the run of Sayed Dhiya Shubbar, who rattled the post with a diving header. It wasn't long before they went one better 
as Faouzi Aaish darted inside the box, weaving past two defenders before supplying a low cross to the feet of Shubbar, who turned to drive the ball into the net to break the deadlock. 

Bahrain's goalkeeper Rashed Al Hooti denied a certain goal when he saved a point-blank shot with his face on the stroke of half-time and was at it again immediately after the restart denying Qatar's Ali Thamin with a 
one-on-one. 

Sustained pressure finally allowed them to equalise but it was mainly through luck the ledger was squared. Substitute Ismaeel Hasan scuffed a free kick low but the leap of the wall allowed it to trickle underneath and 
into the bottom corner of the net. 

They should have then taken the lead through Muntari but he spurned two good chances in succession to sum up a disappointing evening for the talented youngster. 

Instead, Sayed Ahmed of Bahrain compounded Qatar's woe with one of the goals of the tournament. From 25 metres out and on an angle, Ahmed chipped the goalkeeper to depart the Asian Cup with at least a victory. 


2015.20 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group D 


Attendance 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


20th. January 2015, 20.00 


Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 


lraq..2 v. Palestine..0 


10235 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, lraq..0 v. Palestine..0 
Time of 


substitution Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Jalal Hassan Hachim 


GK 


Tawfiq Ali Abuhammad 


DF 


Salam Shakir Dad 


DF 


Abdallatif Al Bahdari 


DF 


Ahmad Ibrahim Al-Qafaje 


DF 


Ahmed Harbi Mahajna 


DF 


Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi 


DF 


Abdallah Jaber 


DF 


Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman 


MF 


Khader Youssef Abu Hammad. 


MF 


Ahmed Yasin Ghani Mousa 


MF 


Hesham Salhi 


MF 


Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
Al-Dobjahawe 


FW 


Ismail Al-Amour 


MF 


Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje 


FW 


Ashraf Nu'man Al-Fawaghra 


FW 


Younis Mahmoud Khalaf (c 
Justin Meram 


FW 


Mahmoud Dahadha Khitam Eid 
Khaled Salem 


Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafik 


Ahmad Maher Wridat 


Ali Adnan Al-Tameemi 


Jaka Ihbeisheh 


Osama Shafeeqg Rashid 


Abdelhamid Abuhabib 


Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli 
Ali Yaseen Flaifel 


Raed Fares 
Mousa Abu Jazar 


Ali Bahjat Fadhil 
Ali Faez Atiyah 


Tamer Salah 
Mus‘ab Al-Battat 


Humam Tariq Na'oush 


Ramzi Saleh 


Sameh Saeed Mujbel Al-Mamoori 


Rami Hamadeh 


Mahdi Kamil Shiltagh 
Mohammed Hameed Farhan 
Ali Husni Faisal 

Radhi Shenaishil Swadi 


Team Coach Ahmed Al Hassan 


Team Manager 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 
Referee Mohammed Abdulla Hassan Mohammed (United Arab Emirates, 
Assistant Referee 1 |Mohamed Ahmed Yousuf Al Hammadi (United Arab Emirates) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Hassan Sugatari Al Mahri (United Arab Emirates, 


match report from abc 

Talismanic striker Younis Mahmoud was on target but also missed a penalty as Iraq overcame a stubborn Palestine 2-0 on Tuesday to set up an Asian Cup quarter-final with old rivals Iran. 

The 2007 champions were not at their best but goals by Mahmoud and a late second from Ahmed Yaseen sent them through from Group D as runners-up behind holders Japan, which made it three wins out of three 
by beating Jordan 2-0 in Melbourne. 

Mahmoud's 48th-minute header was only Iraq's second goal in the tournament and its disjointed attack, which struggled to penetrate the tournament's leakiest backline, will need to improve against a mean Iranian 
defence which has yet to concede. 

Mahmoud has long been the focal figure of the Iraqi frontline, the last link to the 2007 Asian Cup winning side, but his powers are clearly on the wane. 

His winning goal was a case of third time lucky. Having failed to hit the target in two previous subdued displays against Japan and Jordan, he netted with his third chance in as many second half minutes to break the 
Palestinian resistance. 

The 31-year-old skipper hooked a right foot shot wide in the 47th minute before Abdallatif Al-Bahdari's outstretched leg blocked his next effort moments later but he finally found a way through from the resulting corner. 
Substitute Ali Adnan whipped the ball in from the right and Mahmoud rose highest to connect with a near post header to break the deadlock. 

Palestine, thumped 4-0 by a wasteful Japan and then 5-1 by Jordan, should have pulled level just three minutes later when a careless pass by Salam Shakir allowed Ashraf Al-Fawaghra clear on goal but the 
Palestinian forward saw his shot blocked by the legs of goalkeeper Jalal Hassan. 

Mahmoud, who has more than 130 caps for his country, had the chance to settle the contest just on the hour mark when Iraq was awarded a soft penalty. 

Ahmed Mahajna was adjudged to have shoved Justin Meram in the back but Mahmoud could only hit a low, soft penalty which towering stand-in Palestine goalkeeper Tawfiq Abuhammad parried away to his left. 
The chances continued to come for the Iraqis in a second period of high intensity after a drab first half with the pace and driving runs of Anmed Yaseen causing problems for the debutants. 

The attacking midfielder was inevitably the man to make the game safe when his low 88th minute strike from the edge of the penalty area sailed past a wrong-footed Abuhammad. 


2015.21 


Asian Cup Finals - 1st. Round, Group D 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
20th. January 2015, 20.00 (AMI Park) 25016 


Japan..2 v. Jordan..0 
half time, Japan ..1 v. Jordan..0 
Goal Time of Goal 
(minute) substitution Position Name (minute) 


Time of 


Position Name Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Eiji Kawashima 


GK 


Amer Shafi' Sabbah (c ) 


DF 


Makoto Hasebe (c ) 


DF 


Anas Bani Yassen 


DF 


Masato Morishige 


DF 


Mohammad Mohammad 
Al-Dmeiri 


DF 


Maya Yoshida 


DF 


Oday Zahran 


DF 


Yuto Nagatomo 


DF 


Mohammad Ali Mustafa 


DF 


Gotoku Sakai 


DF 


Tareq Khattab 


MF 


Yasuhito Endo 


MF 


Yousef Al-Rawashdeh 


MF 


Takashi Inui 


MF 


Ahmad Elias Ahmad Ali 


MF 


Keisuke Honda 


FW 


Odai Al-Saify 


MF 


Shinji Kagawa 


FW 


Abdallah Deeb Salim 


FW. 


Shinji Okazaki 


FW 


Hamza Al-Dardour 


Hiroshi Kiyotake 


Ahmad Hayel Ibrahim Arshidat 


Yoshinori Muto 


Monther Abu Amara 


Gaku Shibasaki 


Khalil Bani Attiah 


Naomichi Ueda 


Rajaei Ayed Fadel Hasan 


Kosuke Ota 
Yohei Toyoda 


Samir Raja Suleiman 


Shusaku Nishikawa 
Yu Kobayashi 


Moataz Yaseen Mahjoub 
Al-Fityani. 


Yasuyuki Konno 
Tsukasa Shiotani 


Mohammad Rateb Al-Dawud 
Saleh Rateb Saleh 


Gen Shoji 


Ahmed Abdel-Sattar Nawwas 


Team Coach 


Masaaki Higashiguchi 
Javier Aguirre Onaindia 


Team Coach 


Mahmoud Za'tara 
Ray Wilkins 


Team Manager 
Referee 


Ravshan Irmatov (Uzbekistan) 


Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 1 


Abdukhamidullo Rasulov (Uzbekistan) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Bakhadyr Kochkarov (Kyrgyz Republic, 


match report from abc 


Reigning champions Japan strolled confidently into the quarter-finals of the Asian Cup on Tuesday with a 2-0 victory over an outclassed Jordan in their final Group D match. 

Despite winning its first two games, Japan still needed a point in Melbourne to win the group and set up a quarter-final against United Arab Emirates in Sydney on Friday. 

Striker Keisuke Honda gave the Samurai Blue the half-time lead with his third goal in three games at the tournament and Shinji Kagawa added the second eight minutes from time. 

Jordan needed an upset victory to have any realistic chance of progressing but was starved of possession before the break and ran out of steam after a strong start to the second half. 

Japan's neat interplay in the final third was almost irresistible and the four-time champions, who fielded the same starting side for the third-straight match, will go into the knockout stages with plenty of confidence. 
The opening goal came in the 24th minute when Takashi Inui's neat pass set the lively Shinji Okazaki free in the box and when Jordan goalkeeper Amer Shafi parried the striker's shot, Honda was on hand to tap the 
ball into the net from the angle. 

It was a first goal from open play after two penalties for Honda, who hit the woodwork three times in Japan's last match against Iraq. 

Jordan coach Ray Wilkins made changes at half-time and it was one of the substitutes, winger Munther Abu Amarah, who got the team's first shot on goal in the 57th minute. 

Japan goalkeeper Eiji Kawashima dealt with the threat at his near post and within a minute Honda had the ball in the back of the net only to be called back by a marginal offside call. 

Shafi continued to impress in the Jordan goal but he was unable to prevent Japan going 2-0 up in the 82nd minute. 

Yuki Muto, who had just come on as a substitute for Okazaki, was set free into acres of space down the left wing and had plenty of time to pick out Kagawa, who side-footed the ball into the net from six metres out. 
Honda still had time to renew his acquaintance with the woodwork when he lashed a shot across Shafi only for the ball to come off the far post in stoppage time. 


2015.22 


Asian Cup Finals - Quarter Final 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


22nd. January 2015, 18.30 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 


(AAMI Park) 


Korea Republic..2 v. Uzbekistan..0 (after extra time) 


23381 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Korea Republic ..0 v. Uzbekistan..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Kim Jin-Hyeon 


GK 


Ignatiy Nesterov 


DF 


Kim Chang-Soo 


DF 


Anzur Ismailov 


MF 


Park Joo-Ho 


DF 


Vitaliy Denisov 


DF 


Kwak Tae-Hwi 


DF 


Shavkat Mulladjanov 


DF 


Kim Young-Gwon 


DF 


Shuhrat Muhammadiyev 


DF 


Kim Jin-Su 


MF 


Azizbek Haydarov 


MF 


Ki Sung-Yueng (c ) 


MF 


Odil Akhmedov 


MF 


Nam Tae-Hee 
Lee Keun-Ho 


MF 


Sanjar Tursunov 
Lutfulla To'rayev 


Son Heung-Min 
Lee Jung-Hyub 


Bakhodir Nasimov 
Sardor Rashidov 


Cha Du-Ri 


Timur Kapadze 


Han Kook-Young 
Jang Hyun-Soo 


Jamshid Iskanderov 
Igor Sergeev 


Jung Sung-Ryong 
Kim Ju-Young 


Eldorbek Suyunov 
Egor Krimets 


Kim Min-Woo 


Server Djeparov 


Cho Young-Cheol 


Jasur Khasanov 


Han Kyo-Won 


Vokhid Shodiev 


Lee Myung-Joo 


Team Coach 


Kim Seung-G; 


Ulrich Stielike 


22 DF 
3 DF 


2. Akmal Shorakhmedov 


Mirjalol Qosimov 


Team Manager 


Park I1-Ki 


Team Manager 


Referee Fahad Al Mirdasi (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Abdullah Al Shalwai (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Abu Bakar Al Amri (Oman) 


match report from theguardian.com 

Son Heung-min scored twice in extra time to give South Korea a 2-0 win over Uzbekistan and send them into semi-finals of the Asian Cup on Thursday. 

The midfielder got on the end of Kim Jin-su’s cross and headed the ball through the hands of Uzbekistan’s keeper, Ignatiy Nesterov, to break the deadlock after the 104 minutes of end-to-end action at Melbourne’s 
Rectangular Stadium. 

The Bayer Leverkusen players’ second came with time running out at the end of the second period when the substitute full-back Cha Du-ri charged down the right wing and centred for Son to crash the ball left-footed 
into the top of the net. 

The South Koreans, seeking their first Asian title since 1960, had faced some nervous moments in the second period of extra time but held firm to set up a meeting with Iran or Iraq in Sydney on Monday for a place in 
the final. 

The quarter-final was the first match to finish all square after 90 minutes in 25 games at the tournament but was no dour stalemate and both sides attacked with brio and defended with a muscularity throughout the 
contest. It was clear from the first few minutes that both sides had come to Melbourne intent on scoring but profligacy in front of goal and two brilliant exhibitions of keeping sent the match to extra time. 

South Korea dominated possession but Uzbekistan always looked a threat on the break and in Nesterov had arguably the most influential player on the pitch in the first 90 minutes. 

The Uzbekistan keeper made a stunning double save from Lee Keun-ho and Nam Tae-hee in the 25th minute before moments later tipping a curling effort from Son over the bar. 

He pulled off another spectacular save to deny Lee Jeong-hyeop from a free header early in the second half and his failure to stop Son’s header in extra time will weigh heavy on him. 

Uzbekistan had plenty of chances too, but South Korea’s keeper, Kim Jin-hyeon, also showed fine form when his wall of red defenders was breached. 

The Central Asians missed the best chance of the night in the 78th minute when an unmarked Lutfulla Turaev somehow managed to head over from point blank range. 

When Nam managed to pass up a chance almost as gilt-edged after he failed to get a shot off with the goal gaping in front of him five minutes later, extra time was inevitable. 


2015.23 


Date & Time 


AFC Asian Cup Finals, Quarter Final 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


23rd. January 2019, 17.30 


Canberra Stadium, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory 


lran..3 v. Iraq..3 (afte! 


r extra time) 


18921 


Position Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Iran..1 v. Iraq..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK Alireza Haghighi 


GK 


Jalal Hassan Hachim 


DF Seyed Jalaleddin Hosseini 
Khoskebijari 


DF 


Salam Shakir Dad 


DF Mehrdad Pooladi 


DF 


Ahmad Ibrahim AlI-Qafaje 


DF Morteza Pouraliganji 


DF 


Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi 


716(pk) 


MF _ |Javad Nekounam (c ) 


DF 


Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman 


MF ___|Masoud Soleimani Shojaei 


MF 


Ahmed Yasin Ghani Mousa 


56 


MF _ |Seyed Ashkan Dejagah 


MF 


Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
Al-Dobjahawe 


Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje 


Vouria Ghafouri 


FW 


Younis Mahmoud Khalaf (c 
Ala‘a Abdul-Zahra Al-Azzawi 


65 


Sardar Azmoun 


FW 


Justin Meram 


46 


Vahid Amiri 
Alireza Jahanbakhsh Jirandeh 


Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli 


46 
65 


Reza Ghoochannejhad Nournia 
Khosro Heydari 


Ali Yaseen Flaifel 


Amir Sadeghi 


Ali Bahjat Fadhil 


FW 

7 FW ___| Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafik 107 
GK 
DF 


Omid Ebrahimi Zarandini 


DF 


Ali Faez Atiyah 


Karim Ansarifard 


MF 


Humam Tariq Na‘oush 


Mohsen Forouzan 


MF 


Osama Shafeeg Rashid 


Ramin Rezaeian Semeskandi 


DF 


Sameh Saeed Mujbel 
Al-Mamoori 


Soroush Rafiei Al Gari 


MF 


Mahdi Kamil Shiltagh 


Mohammad Reza Khanzadeh 
Darabi 


GK 


Mohammed Hameed Farhan 


Team Coach 


Alireza Safar Beiranvand 
Carlos Broto Leal Queiroz 


ME 


Ali Husni Faisal 
Radhi Shenaishil Swadi 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Benjamin Williams (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 1 |Matthew Cream (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Ehsan Hajisafi 


PENALTY SHOOT-OUT 
Iran..6 v. lraq..7 


Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
Al-Dobjahawe 


Morteza Pouraliganji 


Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman 


Javad Nekounam 


Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi 


Seyed Jalaleddin Hosseini 
Khoskebijari 


Ali Adnan Al-Tameemi 


Vouria Ghafouri 


Younis Mahmoud Khalaf 


Alireza Jahanbakhsh Jirandeh 


Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje 


Andranik "Teymourian" 
Timotian-Samarani 


x 


Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli 


Vahid Amiri 


missed 


2015.24 


Salam Shakir Dad. 


match report from abc 
Iraq has beaten Iran 7-6 on penalties after a 3-3 draw to reach the semi-finals of the Asian Cup after the two Middle Eastern rivals played out one of the most extraordinary matches in the tournament's history. 


With police heavily patrolling the stands and the tension escalating with each new dramatic development, Iraq fought back to beat a 10-man Iran after the teams finished level at 1-1 at the end of normal time and then 
3-3 after extra time. 

Defender Salam Shakir calmly converted the decisive penalty after Vahid Amiry missed for Iran, hitting the post, sending Iraq through to the semi-finals against South Korea. 

The Iraqi players and their fans roared with delight, united in a rare moment of celebration for a country that has been torn apart by war. 

“You can imagine how | feel but | cannot express it because if | say what | feel and tell the truth about what everyone saw in the game | will get punished," Iran coach Carlos Queiroz said. 

“lam very proud of the way my players fought, they are in my heart and deserve every respect." 

Iraqi coach Radhi Shenaishil said it would be difficult for his team to recover in time for Monday's semi-final, but he backed his team to go all the way to a second title. 

"We have (one) less day to prepare than South Korea and recovering in time is now our main focus," said Shenaishil, on loan for the Asian Cup from Qatar Sports Club. 

"But in the semis, anything can happen, and all four teams have the same chance to lift the trophy." 

Eight years ago, Iraq defied the problems in their homeland to win the Asian Cup for the first time and now they are dreaming big again after beating their fiercest foes, who were brave in defeat. 

Iran initially took the lead when Sardar Azmoun scored a brilliant goal in the first half but were forced to retreat into defence when Mehrdad Pooladi was sent off in the 43rd minute when he was booked for a second 
time. 

Aged just 20 and standing 1.78 metres tall, Azmoun climbed above two defenders to connect with Vouria Ghafouri's cross from the right and steer the ball past Iraqi goalkeeper Jalal Hasssan into the net. 

Iraq, with the advantage of the extra man, drew level in the 56th minute. Alaa Abdul Zahra, returning to the Iraqi team after suspension, broke free down the left and whipped in a cross that beat everyone except Ahmed 
Yasin, who fired it back through a crowded six-yard box and into the net. 

Iraq took the lead twice in extra time only for Iran to hit back on each occasion. 

Younis Mahmoud, who famously scored the winner in the 2007 Asian Cup final, scored two minutes into extra time, but Iran tied the scores at 2-2 through Morteza Pouraliganji in the 103rd minute. 

Iran's fate seemed sealed when the same player gave away a penalty for bringing down Kasim as he was bearing down on goal. 

Dhurgham Ismail converted the spot kick with just four minutes left on the clock before Iran substitute Reza Goochannejhad tied the scores again two minutes from the end of a classic, heart-stopping match. 

As expected, there was a heavy police presence at Canberra Stadium for the clash between two nations with a long political history. 

Australian referee Ben Williams handed out 10 yellow cards and things briefly threatened to get out of hand when the teams began to push and shove each other near the end of extra time. 


2015.25 


AFC Asian Cup Finals, Quarter Final 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
23rd. January 2019, 20.30 Stadium Australia, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 719094 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 
Japan..1 v. United Arab Emirates..1 (after extra time) 
half time, Japan..0 v. United Arab Emirates..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 

Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Eiji Kawashima GK___|Majed Naser Humaid Bakheit 


DF Makoto Hasebe (c ) DF Juma Mohammed Ahmed Gharib 


DF Masato Morishige DF Abdulaziz Hussain Al-Balooshi 
, Mohannad Salem Marzook 

DF Maya Yoshida DF Al-Amin Al-Enazi 

DF Yuto Nagatomo DF __| Abdelaziz Sangour Al-Mazam 

DF Gotoku Sakai MF __|Ismail Saeed Al Hammadi 

Yasuhito Endé MF Omar Abdulrahman Al-Raqi 

Al-Amoudi 

Amer Abdulrahman Hussein Al 

Hammadi 

4 Keisuke Honda Khamis Esmaeel Zayed 

Shinji Kagawa 11 Ahmed Khalil Al-Junaibi 

Shinji Okazaki Ali Mabkhout Al Hajeri 


Takashi Inui 


Yoshinori Muto Majed Hassan Abdulla Al Ahmadi 


Gaku Shibasaki Habib Fardan Al Fardan 

Yohei Toyoda Mohamed Ismael Ahmed Ismael 
Naomichi Ueda Hassan Ibrahim Hasan Sager 
Kosuke Ota Hamdan Al-Kamali 


Hiroshi Kiyotake Khalid Eisa Al Mesmari 
Shusaku Nishikawa Mohammed Abdulrahman Al Raqi 
Al Almoudi 


Yu Kobayashi Salem Saleh Salem Al Rejaibi 
Yasuyuki Konno Saeed Al Kathiri 

Haboush Saleh Salbookh Al 
Nofeli 

Mohammed Yousef Khalaf Yousef 


Tsukasa Shiotani 


Gen Shdji 
23 GK Masaaki Higashiguchi 


Team Coach Javier Aguirre Onaindia Team Coach Mahdi Ali Redha 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Alireza Faghani (Iran) 

Assistant Referee 1 |Reza Sokhandan (Iran, 

Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammadreza Abolfazli (Iran) 


PENALTY SHOOT-OUT 
Japan..4 v. United Arab Emirates..5 
Omar Abdulrahman Al-Raqi 
Al-Amoudi 
Makoto Hasebe Ali Mabkhout Al Hajeri 


Gaku Shibasaki Khamis Esmaeel Zayed 


Yohei Toyoda —— Majed Hassan Abdulla Al Ahmadi 


Keisuke Honda 


Masato Morishige 
Shinji Ka 


Habib Fardan Al Fardan 
Mohamed Ismael Ahmed Ismael. 
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match report from abc 

United Arab Emirates produced one of the greatest Asian Cup upsets to send champions Japan tumbling out of the tournament 5-4 on penalties after its quarter-final finished 1-1 after extra time on Friday. 

After Japan's Shinji Kagawa had missed the first sudden-death spot kick, defender Ismail Anmed nervelessly converted the decisive penalty to send his team into a last four meeting with hosts Australia on Tuesday. 
The winner of that semi-final in Newcastle will meet Iraq or South Korea to decide the continental champions back at Sydney's Olympic stadium on January 31. 

Substitute Gaku Shibasaki had earlier saved the blushes of the Samurai Blue by equalising nine minutes from the end of normal time after Ali Anmed Mabkhout had given the Gulf nation an early lead with his fourth 
goal of the tournament. 

Mabkhout's powerful shot into the corner of the net after seven minutes was the first goal Japan had conceded in Australia, stunning the blue-shirted, drum-thumping band of its supporters behind the goal into a rare 
silence. 

Japan has not won the Asian Cup four times in the last six tournaments by panicking, though, and they continued to press forward after the goal with the neat inter-passing game that won them three from three in the 
group stage. 

As it had in those games, however, Japan failed to convert possession into clear-cut chances, Takashi Inui wasting the best of them in the first half by directing his far post header straight at goalkeeper Majed Naser. 
Japan had kept danger man Omar Abdulrahman quiet before half-time but the languid midfielder nearly helped his side double the lead four minutes after the break with a delightful flick into the box that Mabkhout just 
failed to control. 

Inui had been replaced by Yoshinori Muto at half-time and the substitute had two chances to make a quick impression but flashed a shot wide before also failing to hit the target with a free header. 

That set the template for the next half an hour of the match. 

The UAE goal was under almost permanent siege but a combination of stout defending and misfiring Japan forwards kept the underdogs ahead until Shibasaki lashed the ball into the net from the edge of the area after 
a one-two with Keisuke Honda. 

Having been handed a lifeline, Japan looked determined to finish the tie in normal time but continued to waste a string of chances and the profligacy continued into a strangely passionless extra half an hour. 

Honda sent the opening spot kick high over the bar but Khamis Esmaeel the same with the the UAE's third penalty and the shootout went to sudden death. 
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Date & Time 


Asian Cup Finals - Semi-Final 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


26th. January 2015, 20.00 


Stadium Australia, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 
New South Wales (Sydney Olympic Stadium) 


Korea Republic..2 v. Iraq..0 


36053 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Korea Republic ..1 v. lraq..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Kim Jin-Hyeon 


GK 


Jalal Hassan Hachim 


DF 


Cha Du-Ri 


DF 


Salam Shakir Dad 


MF 


Park Joo-Ho 


DF 


Ahmad Ibrahim Al-Qafaje 


DF 


Kwak Tae-Hwi 


DF 


Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi 


DF 


Kim Young-Gwon 


DF 


Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman 


DF 


Kim Jin-Su 


MF 


Ahmed Yasin Ghani Mousa 


MF 


Ki Sung-Yueng (c ) 


90+3 


MF 


Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
Al-Dobjahawe 


MF 


Nam Tae-Hee 


81 


MF 


Osama Shafeeq Rashid 


MF 


Han Kyo-Won 


46 


FW 


Younis Mahmoud Khalaf (c ) 


MF 


Son Heung-Min 


FW 


Ala‘a Abdul-Zahra Al-Azzawi 


FW 


Lee Jung-Hyub 


Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafik 


FW 


Lee Keun-Ho 


SUBSTITUTES 


Ali Adnan Al-Tameemi 


Jang Hyun-Soo 


Mahdi Kamil Shiltagh 


11 
20 DF 
14 MF 


Han Kook-Younq 


Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli 


GK 


Jung Sung-Ryong 


Ali Yaseen Flaifel 


DF 


Kim Chang-Soo 


Ali Bahjat Fadhil 


1 
2 
4 Di 
8 


Kim Ju-Young 


Ali Faez Atiyah 
Justin Meram 


1. 


IF 
MF Kim Min-Woo 
9 FW___|Cho Young-Cheol 
5 MF 


Lee Myung-Joo 


Humam Tarig Na‘oush 
Sameh Saeed Mujbel 
Al-Mamoori 


21 GK 


Team Coach 


Kim Seung-Gyu 


Ulrich Stielike 


Mohammed Hameed Farhan 


22 MF _|{Ali Husni Faisal 


Team Coach 


Radhi Shenaishil Swadi 


Team Manager 


Park I1-Ki 


Team Manager 


match report from theguardian 


Korea Republic are now just 90 minutes away from breaking their 55-year Asian Cup drought with their semi-final win eliminating a spirited but ultimately outclassed Iraq. 

Goals from Lee Jeong-hyeop and Kim Young-gwon early in each half in Sydney quelled any Iraqi hopes of reprising their storied Asian Cup victory of 2007. 

The pair were meeting for the first time since the semi-final of that same tournament when the Pim Verbeek-coached Koreans were edged on penalties by Iraq. 

The odds heading into this encounter were in favour of the better-credentialed Koreans who had an extra day's rest, while Iraq were faced with the challenge of putting the mental and physical strain of their two-hour 
epic against oldest foes Iran behind them. 

So too, Korea had not lost in the knockout stage — other than on penalties — since 2004. Not that Korea could look too much to history for inspiration. They have not been crowned Asia’s best since 1960, this despite 
a record eight-successive World Cup qualifications. 

Iraq were missing Yaser Kasim due to suspension, that blow coming after the Swindon Town team-mate of Socceroo Massimo Luongo had proved himself an important midfield cog both in defence and going forward 
for Iraq. In attack, Younus Mahmoud was offered only modest support at times, but the match-winner from that unlikely win in Jakarta eight years ago was animated even by his standards, and looked primed to 
continue his role as team talisman. 

That this was a clash of cultures was clear, but so too was there a distinct clash of style. Iraq’s nerve-shredding win over Iran in the quarter-final was all heart and instinctive reaction. Korea, in contrast, have arguably 
proven themselves the most disciplined side in the tournament under the firm hand of German coach Uli Stielike. Indeed, the clunkily-monikered Taeguk Warriors entered the match as the only team yet to concede a 
goal. 

Within seconds an early chance fell Korea’s way as Han Kyo-won narrowly failed to get a head on a deep cross, raising the decibel levels amid some lingering pre-match rain. Not that the hefty and excitable 
contingent of Korean and Iraqi fans needed any encouragement. Any relatively innocuous movement over halfway was invariably met with wild excitement from the 36,053 crowd, the largest for a match not involving 
Australia at the tournament. 

An early caution for Korea captain Ki Sung-yueng was fully deserved and evidence that referee Ryuji Sato of Japan was not going to entertain extra latitude for the occasion — an accusation levelled at some referees 
last year at Brazil 2014 during the business end of the tournament. 

Both teams seemed keen to make an early impression, but it was Korea who secured the all-important opening goal. Forward Son Heung-min, scorer of both goals in the quarter-final win over Uzbekistan, was given 
far too much time to line up a shot as he bore down on the Iraq penalty area, but his fierce effort was adroitly palmed over the crossbar by goalkeeper Jalal Hassan. 

Within a minute Korea had the lead. Full-back Kim Jin-su’s free-kick from the sideline was delivered with perfect flight and trajectory between goalkeeper and the pack of players camped inside the penalty area 
allowing Lee Jeong-hyeop the chance to glance his header inside the far post. It was undoubtedly a move performed countless times over recent weeks on the training field. The phlegmatic Stielike remained impassive 
aside from a small fist pump, as pandemonium broke out all round him. 

Despite the goal, or perhaps because of it, the match continued to be open and up-tempo. Free-kicks from wide areas for Korea continued to be an outlet to goal as the east Asians dominated two-thirds of possession 
in the first half. 


Referee Ryuji Sato (Japan, 
Assistant Referee 1 | Toru Sagara (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Toshiyuki Nagi (Japan, 
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The second period opened with a return of the drizzle, while a reckless foray outside the penalty area by Korea goalkeeper Kim Jin-hyeon was defused with more luck than good management. But any impetus 
provided to Iraq was soon extinguished as Korea doubled their lead. 

A seemingly innocuous high ball was inadequately dealt with by the Iraq defence, and central defender Kim Young-gwon sweetly fired a low shot past Hassan from the edge of the penalty area with all the conviction of 
a regular goalscorer. 

Iraq were now facing a near-insurmountable hurdle, but that is just how they like it. Korea briefly threatened a third, but for a lengthy period midway through the second half it was Iraq who looked more likely to score. 
Marwan Hussein joined Mahmoud in the forward line but Iraq could find no way through an imperious defence. A half-hearted penalty claim by an increasingly desperate Iraq seemed to be the catalyst for an Iraq-flag 
wielding spectator to invade the pitch seemingly in the direction of the referee. There was some tension in the stands, but in truth the sting had long been taken out of the game. 

“This is a big victory for us because it is the first time in 27 years we have been in the final,” said Stielike. “The execution of our set-pieces has not normally been so good. We saw against Iran, that Iraq conceded two 
goals from set-pieces. Sometimes it goes well for us, like today.” 

Stielike was unequivocal about which team Korea will meet in Saturday's final. “| have no doubt that we will meet Australia. For me there is no doubt about that. They are the best team in the tournament. The extra 
day's rest is very important, if you saw how the players finished the match against Uzbekistan.” 
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Asian Cup Finals - 3rd. Place Play-off 

Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 

30th. January 2015, 20.00 Newcastle Stadium, Newcastle, New South Wales 12829 
(Hunter Stadium) 

lraq..2 v. United Arab Emirates..3 
half time, Iraq ..2 v. United Arab Emirates..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Mohammed Hameed Farhan GK_|Khalid Eisa Al Mesmari 
DF Salam Shakir Dad DF Juma Mohammed Ahmed Gharib 


DF Ahmad Ibrahim Al-Qafaje 9 DF Abdulaziz Hussain Al-Balooshi 
Mohannad Salem Marzook 
Al-Amin Al-Enazi 

DF Waleed "Salim" Al-Lami Salman DF Abdelaziz Sanqour Al-Mazam 
Omar Abdulrahman Al-Raqi 
Al-Amoudi 


Habib Fardan Al Fardan 


DF —|Dhurgham Ismail Al-Quraishi DF 


MF  |Ahmed Yasin Ghani Mousa MF 


Saad Abdul-Ameer Al-Zirjawi 
Al-Dobjahawe 


Yaser Kasim Al-Qadefaje Majed Hassan Abdulla Al Ahmadi 


Mahdi Kamil Shiltagh Khamis Esmaeel Zayed 
Younis Mahmoud Khalaf (c ) 11 Ahmed Khalil Al-Junaibi 16, 51 
Amjad Kalaf Al-Muntafik Ali Mabkhout Al Hajeri 57(pk) 


MF 


Ali Bahjat Fadhil Ismail Saeed Al Hammadi 

Ali Adnan Al-Tameemi 3 Walid Abbas Al-Balushi 

Amer Abdulrahman Hussein Al 
Hammadi 

Ali Yaseen Flaifel Majed Naser Humaid Bakheit 

Ali Faez Atiyah Hassan Ibrahim Hasan Sager 
Humam Tariq Na‘oush Hamdan Al-Kamali 

Mohammed Abdulrahman Al Raqi 
Al Almoudi 

Osama Shafeeq Rashid Salem Saleh Salem Al Rejaibi 
Marwan Hussein Al-Ajeeli Saeed Al Kathiri 

Haboush Saleh Salbookh Al 
Nofeli 

Mohammed Yousef Khalaf Yousef 


Justin Meram 


Jalal Hassan Hachim 


Ala’a Abdul-Zahra Al-Azzawi 


Sameh Saeed Mujbel Al-Mamoori 
Husain Al Hosani 

Team Coach Radhi Shenaishil Swadi Mahdi Ali Redha 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Yaser Abdulla Tulefat (Bahrain, 

Assistant Referee 2 | Ebrahim Sabt Moosa Saleh (Bahrain, 


match report from abc 

The United Arab Emirates overcame a 10-man Iraq 3-2 in an action-packed Asian Cup third-place playoff on Friday to complete an impressive tournament for Mahdi Ali's side. 

Ahmed Khalil netted twice before Ali Mabkhout converted a second-half penalty for his fifth of the tournament to take him top of the scorers’ charts with only Saturday's final between hosts Australia and South Korea to 
come in Sydney. 

UAE playmaker Omar Abdulrahman was again at the heart of his side's good play, with two brilliant assists for Khalil, who stepped in as skipper with goalkeeper Majed Naser rested after the 2-0 semi-final loss to 
Australia. 

The opener came in the 16th minute when Abdulrahman controlled a long ball from deep and played a one-two with Mabkhout before sliding an inviting pass for Khalil to slot home under the onrushing Mohammed 
Hameed in the Iraq goal. 

The neat counter-attack goal had a negative effect on the UAE, who knocked out holders Japan in the last eight, with Iraq taking a grip of the game and the lead just before the half-time break. 

Careless defending in the 28th minute allowed full-back Waleed Salim to break into the UAE penalty area and his right foot shot deflected home off Khamis Esmaeel. 

The 2007 champions, beaten 2-0 by the Koreans in the semis, had already hit the post via talismanic striker Younis Mahmoud and they deservedly took the lead three minutes before the break. 

A powerful drive by Ahmed Yaseen Gheni was parried by debutant UAE keeper Khalid Eisa with Amjed Kalaf on hand to divert home into an unguarded net. 

The match in Newcastle, watched by FIFA President Sepp Blatter and AFC head Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, turned on its head, though, early in the second half. 

A brilliant lofted ball by Abdulrahman put Khalil clear of the Iraq defence and he shifted past Hameed and slotted a second in the 51st minute to tie the game at 2-2. 

A sloppy clearance from the keeper four minutes later went straight to Mabkhout, who was bundled over by defender Ahmed Ibrahim in the penalty area. 

The Iraq centreback was rightly sent off as last man with Mabkhout stepping up to roll in the spot kick. 

The UAE, Asian Cup runners-up in 1990, failed to press home the numerical advantage with Iraq threatening an equaliser as the Emiratis sat deeper. 
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2015 AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
25th. February 2015, 19.30 Cbus Super Stadium, Gold Coast, Queensland 6851 
(Robina Stadium) 
Brisbane Roar..0 v. Beijing Guoan (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Brisbane Roar..0 v. Beijing Guoan..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Michael Theo Hou Sen 

DF Shane Stefanutto Xu Yunlong (c) 
DF ___|Jade North Zhou Ting 

DF __|Luke DeVere Lang Zheng 

DF Jack Hingert Zhao Hejing 

MF ___|Matthew McKay Pablo Batalla 
Adam Sarota Zhang Chengdong 
Thomas Broich Zhang Xiaobin 
Nathan “Luke” Brattan Piao Cheng 
Andrija Kaluderovié Dejan Damjanovicé 
Brandon Borrello Erton Fejzullahu 


Jamie Young Shao Jiayi 
Henrique Andrade Silva Song Boxuan 
Steven LuStica Yu Dabao 
FW ___|Dimitrios "Dimitri" Petratos Chen Zhizhao 
DF Corey Brown Shi Xiaotian 
DF James Donachie Li Yungiu 
FW __| Shannon Brad} Li Lei 
Team Coach Frans Thijssen Team Coach Gregorio Manzano Ballesteros "Goyo" 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 1 | Abu Bakar Al Amri (Oman, 

ee 


Assistant Referee 2 | Rashid Al Ghaithi (Oman) 


match report from the Courier-Mail 

A wasteful Brisbane Roar remain without a win in Asian competition after a 10-man Beijing Guoan outfit stole a 1-0 victory at Cbus Super Stadium last (Wednesday) night. 

The Chinese club will return home with three crucial AFC Champions League Group G points after a free-kick in stoppage time from substitute Shao Jiayi deflected off the head of Brisbane striker Andrija Kaluderovic 
and past stranded goalkeeper Michael Theo. 

The Roar, who played with an extra man for more than 60 minutes after Beijing attacker Erton Fejzullahu was sent off for stomping on Brisbane midfielder Adam Sarota, paid the ultimate price for failing to turn 
dominance in possession into goals. 

“You can have all the possession in the world, but if you don’t put your chances away, this is exactly what happens, especially against quality players in Asia and that’s what we'll be up against,” Roar defender Jade 
North lamented. 

“(It's) bitterly disappointing.” 

Brisbane coach Frans Thijssen echoed North's sentiments. 

“We were so much on top. It was one-way traffic,” Thijssen said. 

“We were waiting for our goal and then that (the Beijing goal) happens in the end. That's a real disappointment for the group.” 

The Roar are now winless in eight Champions League matches dating back to their first foray into the competition in 2012. 

Sarota, North, Kaluderovic and marquee man Thomas Broich were among those to waste good chances, much to the frustration of the majority of the small crowd of 6851. 

A section of Brisbane fans made the feelings known about the club’s decision to move its three Champions League matches to the Gold Coast by unfurling a two-tiered banner before the game that read “Exciting 
News THI$ I$ NOT BRISBANE”. 

However, the fans were relentless in their support of their team, but their hearts were ultimately broken by Shao’s long-distance effort in the dying stages. 

Beijing coach Gregorio Manzano praised his team’s never-say-die attitude after being reduced to 10 men. 

“It was very tough game especially when out player was sent off by the referee,” Manzano said. 

“But all our players fought to the end. They showed spirit to win.” 

The Roar were perhaps unlucky not to be awarded a first-half penalty when Kaluderovic seemed to be held back by defender Zhou Ting, but referee Anmed Al-Saaf waved play on. 

Kaluderovic was making his first start for the Roar, replacing Costa Rican Jean Carlos Solorzano, who won't take part in the group stages of the tournament due restrictions on the number of visa players in each squad. 
In other changes to the Roar line up that started in the club’s previous clash, a 2-0 win over Central Coast, former Australian under 23 international defender Luke DeVere made his first appearance since rejoining the 
club last month. 

Devere replaced James Donachie, and it wasn’t the only change to Brisbane's back four. 

Veteran Shane Stefanutto was preferred to young gun Corey Brown at left back, and Jack Hingert started at right back instead of Jerome Polenz, who like Solorzano was not selected in Brisbane’s Champions League 
squad due to restrictions on the number of foreign players used. 

Brisbane have little time to dwell on their defeat as they travel to Perth to meet the Glory in an A-League clash on Saturday night. 

The Roar are also back in Champions League match next Wednesday when them Urawa Red Diamonds in Japan. 


The reverse group match was played on 21st April 2015 at the Workers' Stadium, Beijing - score:- Beijing Guoan..0 v. Brisbane Roar..1 
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2015 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
4th. March 2015, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 11418 


(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..2 v. Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao FC (People's Republic of China).. 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao FC..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 

Position Name (minute) substitution . Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Ante Covié GK Zeng Cheng 82 
DF Yusuke Tanaka DF ___|Zou Zheng 
DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley DF Kim Young-Gwon 84 
DF Matthew S piranovié DF Feng Xiaoting 
DF Brendan Hamill DF Mei Fang 

MF ___| Yojiro Takahagi MF __|Huang Bowen 
MF Iacopo La Rocca MF Zheng Zhi 

MF ___|Nicholas "Nick" Kalmar MF ___|Zhao Xuri 

FW Nikita Vadymovych Rukavy MF Ricardo Goulart Pereira 19, 58, 64 
Tomi Jurié Gao Lin 

Labinot Haliti Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 


Kearyn Baccus Li Shuai 
Dean Bouzanis Liao Lisheng 
Mark Bridge 7 Liu Jian 
Kerem Bulut Rong Hao 
Romeo Castelen Yu Hanchao 
Samuel "Sam" Gallaway Zhang Jiaqi 
Jason Trifiro Zheng Long 
Team Coach Tony Popovic Team Coach Fabio Cannavaro 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Nagor Amir Noor Mohamed (Malaysia, 

Assistant Referee 2 | Cheng Oi Cho (Hong Kong 

report from the Sydney Morning Herald 

The Western Sydney Wanderers and Guangzhou Evergrande have played out the longest known injury time in Asian football history. 

The extended stoppage came after Guangzhou keeper Zeng Cheng dove straight into the head of one of his defenders, suffering a nasty concussion and a broken cheekbone which had to be treated on the field. 
As the five goal thriller swung in Guangzhou's favour, courtesy of a hat-trick from Brazilian striker Ricardo Goulart, commentators and pundits began their hypotheses. 

Is this it? Surely it must be? Has there been any longer? 

Seventeen minutes did the board read, the longest added time in the Asian Champions league, the A-League and all recorded Asian premier leagues. 

It is only six painstaking minutes away from the longest known injury time in top flight football history. 

In 2000, English lower division side Brentford travelled to Bristol City only to suffer combat-like casualties within the the first 45 minutes. 

The first half alone ended with 23 minutes of stoppage time after a dislocated shoulder, a broken leg and with one of the players reportedly passing out from pain and a serious concussion. 

In the Premier League, West Ham and Arsenal's extension in 2013 falls behind Western Sydney and Guangzhou's 17 minute experience. 

West Ham fullback Dan Potts went charging after a lob that landed him in the path of Arsenal's Bacary Sagna. 

The sickening head clash resulted in a serious concussion. The treatment required a 12-minute addition. 

Finally, while not technically "injury time," the fireworks of the Catalan derby between Espanyol and Barcelona were extended for 13 minutes in 2008 after fans continued to disrupt play. 

It came back to hurt the Espanyol fans. 

Barcelona forward Samuel Eto'o was tripped in the box by Espanyol defender Nicolas Pareja in the 13th minute of added time. 


The little maestro, Lionel Messi, duly converted, crushing their cross-Catalan rivals. 
No doubt the Wanderers will be hoping for fewer injuries and a concise victory when they take on Korean powerhouse FC Seoul on March 17. 


match report from abc 

Guangzhou Evergrande striker Ricardo Goulart showed just why he's worth his record-breaking price tag, scoring a hat-trick to inflict a 3-2 defeat on title holders Western Sydney in their Asian Champions League 
clash. 

The 23-year-old new Guangzhou recruit, who in January became the first player in China Super League history to exceed a transfer fee of $20 million for his four-year deal, scored the winner in Guangzhou's opening 
ACL match against FC Seoul last week and was its saviour again on Wednesday night. 

lacopo La Rocca and Romeo Castalen clawed two goals back at Parramatta Stadium for the Wanderers, who were unable to back up the 3-1 triumph of their campaign opener against Kashima Antlers last week. 
After leaving goalkeeper Ante Covic, La Rocca and Brendan Hamill behind in their clash in Japan last week, coach Tony Popovic started all three on Wednesday night. 

Assistant coach lan Crook took the helm again with Popovic watching from the stands as he serves his two-game suspension for his role in the on-field altercation during the explosive quarter-final against Guangzhou 
Evergrande last year. 

In a surging counter-attack the Wanderers had the first chance of the match with Nikita Rukavytsya putting Guangzhou keeper Zeng Cheng to work with only five minutes on the clock. 

But it was not long before the Wanderers paid the price for poor defending when the ball fell to a totally unmarked Goulart, the Brazilian slamming it home for the 1-0 lead in the 19th minute. 

The hosts would find the equaliser in the 58th minute with La Rocca climbing high to head home. 

But just like that Guangzhou was in front again a minute later when Gao set up Goulart for the easy tap in. 

The dangerous duo combined yet again moments later with Goulart scoring his third for the night, to put the visitors 3-1 up in the 64th minute. 

The Wanderers thought they had clawed one back four minutes later when Matthew Spiranovic headed home off a Yojiro Takahagi free-kick, only to be ruled offside. 

Play was suspended for close to 14 minutes when Guangzhou keeper Zeng Cheng had a nasty collision with one of his defenders and needed to be stretchered off with a suspected broken cheekbone and replaced by 
Li Shuai. 
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The break resulted in an astonishing 17 minutes of extra time. 
With the clock winding down new Wanderers recruit Kerem Bulut, who scored a brace in Western Sydney's opening win, was brought on. 


But it was substitute Castalen who would get one back for the hosts in extra time, taking advantage of the new keeper. 
Bulut threatened in the final stages but it was too little too late. 


The reverse group match was played on 5th May 2015 at the Tianhe Stadium, Guangzhou - score:- Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao FC..0 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..2 
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2015 AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
18th. March 2015, 19.30 Cbus Super Stadium, Gold Coast, Queensland 5197 
(Robina Stadium) 
Brisbane Roar..3 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings (Korea Republic)..3 
half time, Brisbane Roar..2 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 

Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Jamie Young DF No Dong-geon 
DF ___|Shane Stefanutto DF ___|Jo Sung-Jin 
DF Luke DeVere DF Hong Chul 

DF Jack Hingert DF ___|Min Sang-Gi 
DF James Donachie MF Yeom Ki-Hun 
MF ___|Matthew McKay DF__|Oh Beom-Seok 
MF Nathan "Luke" Brattan MF Seo Jung-Jin 
MF Devante Clut MF Lee Sang-Ho 
FW_|Andrija Kaluderovié DF Cho Ji-Hun 
FW___|Henrique Andrade Silva DF __|KimEun-Seon 
Brandon Borrello 14 Jong Tae-Se 
SUBSTITUTES 


Natanael de Souza Santos Junior 
“Junior Santos" 

Leonardo de Oliveira Clemente 
Marins “Léo Itaperuna” 

Adam Sarota Kaio Gongalves 

Steven LuStica Choi Jae-Soo 

Lachlan Jackson Ku Ja-Ryong 

Shannon Brady Baek Ji-Hoon 

Fraser Chalmers Lee Sang-Wook 

Team Coach Frans Thijssen Team Coach Seo Jung-Won 

Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee Fahad Al-Mirdasi (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Abdullah Al Shalwai (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 2 i i i 


match report from the Courier-Mail 

Teenager Devante Clut netted a memorable brace as Brisbane Roar drew 3-3 with Suwon Bluewings in a thrilling AFC Champions League clash at Cbus Super Stadium on Wednesday night. 
Clut had the huge job of filling the shoes of Roar marquee man Thomas Broich, who was rested as part of Brisbane’s squad rotation. 

And despite making just his third senior appearance, the 19-year-old did not disappoint scoring twice, including a late equaliser to ensure the points were shared. 

The draw took both teams to four points in Group G, five behind runaway leaders Beijing Guoan, who defeated cellar dwellers Urawa Red Diamonds 2-0 on Tuesday night. 

Roar coach Frans Thijssen had little hesitation in naming Clut as Broich’s replacement despite his inexperience. 

“He’s a player who plays every week in that position and he showed today that he can score goals and be important for the team,” Thijssen said, 

“If Thomas is not ready, then for me the second choice in that position is Devante.” 

The Roar were in total control of the contest early and seemed to be heading towards successive Champions League wins when they led 2-0 after 22 minutes. 

In-form teenager Brandon Borrello put the Brisbane ahead in the 12th minute after taking full advantage of some great work from skipper Matt McKay and striker Andrija Kaluderovic. 
McKay split the Suwon defence with an inch-perfect pass that found Kaluderovic, who laid the ball into Borrello’s path. 

Borrello made no mistake with the finish as he scored in successive Champions League matches, having netted the only goal in Brisbane’s 1-0 away win over Urawa two weeks earlier. 
The Roar doubled their advantage 10 minutes later, with Borrello again involved. 

Cutting in from the right, the Adelaide-born attacker combined with Clut, whose classy strike was too good for Suwon goalkeeper No Dong-geon. 

However, the ease of the Roar’s lead seemed too good to be true against last year’s K-League runners up. 

And that proved the case as the visitors fought their way back into the contest. 

Seo Jung-jin halved Brisbane’s advantage in the 39th minute after Luke Brattan lost possession in the midfield. 

Seo then equalised four minutes after half-time with a brilliant individual effort that was aided by some ordinary Roar defending. 

And the defensive frailties shown in the Roar’s 5-4 A-League weekend loss to Sydney FC were again exposed as Suwon took the lead in the 71st minute through Jong Tae-se. 
Unmarked at the back post, Jong made no mistake from close range to put Suwon on track for a remarkable come-from-behind win. 

But Clut had the final say, unleashing with a fierce long-distance strike in the 80th minute to ensure the Roar at least had a point to show for their efforts. 

“In the end if you’re 3-2 down and score to make it 3-3 you have to be satisfied with the draw,” Thijssen said. 

“But if you're 2-0 up and it looks like it’s going to be an easy game, it’s disappointing (to draw the match).” 

The teams meet again in what will be a crucial Group G encounter in Suwon on April 8. 


Dimitrios "Dimitri" Petratos 


Corey Brown 


The reverse group match was played on 8th April 2015 at the Suwon World Cup Stadium, Suwon - score:- Suwon Samsung Bluewings..3 v. Brisbane Roar..1 
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2015 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


7th. April 2015, 19.30 Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 7073 
(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. FC Seoul (Korea Republic)..1 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. FC Seoul..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK__|Ante Covié GK__|Kim Yong-Dae 

DF __|Ydsuke Tanaka DF ___|Kim Jin-Kyu 

DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley DF Cha Du-Ri 

MF Iacopo La Rocca FW Everton dos Santos Pinto 
DF Antony Golec DF Lee Woong-Hee 

DF Jonathon Aspropotamitis "Aspro" DF Kim Chi-Woo 

Yojiro Takahagi MF __|Mauricio Molina Uribe 
Romeo Castelen MF ___|Koh Myong-Jin 

Mark Bridge Yun Il-Lok 

Labinot Haliti Osmar Ib afi ez Barba 
Kerem Bulut Jung Jo-Gook 


Tomi Jurié Go Yo-Han 

Jason Trifiro Kim Hyun-Sung 
Dean Bouzanis Lee Seok-Hyun 
Samuel "Sam" Gallaway Hwang Hyun-Soo 
Alusine Fofanah Ko Kwang-Min 
Nicholas "Nick" Kalmar Lee Sang-Hyeob 
Steve Kuzmanovski Yu Sang-Hun 
Team Coach Tony Popovié 
Referee Valentin Kovalenko (Uzbekistan, 


Assistant Referee 2 | Jakhongir Saidov (Uzbekistan, 


match report from abc 

The Western Sydney Wanderers have kept their Asian Champions League defence on track after a 1-1 draw with FC Seoul. 

But the Wanderers missed a golden opportunity to take a major step towards progressing to the knock out phase. 

Kerem Bulut gave the Wanderers a dream start before Go Yohan equalised late, brilliant saves by both keepers ensuring the scores remained level in a frenetic finish. 

With both sides equal on points behind group leaders Guangzhou Evergrande, a win at Parramatta Stadium would have put the Wanderers in the box seat to progress with the top two teams to go through. 
Instead the Wanderers remain in second spot but only ahead of FC Seoul on goal difference. 

The Wanderers’ next match against bottom-placed Kashima Antlers at Parramatta Stadium in a fortnight now looms as a must win for the reigning champions to go through. 

Bulut gave the Wanderers the perfect start when a lacopo La Rocca long ball caused panic in the box, the striker taking full advantage to put the hosts up 1-0 in the 12th minute. 

Labinot Haliti had two great first-half opportunities to double the advantage, his first shot off a back-pass going well wide before also missing with a diving header from point-blank rage off a great Anthony Golec ball. 
FC Seoul looked like levelling just before the break when Everton Santos was released on the left, but the Brazilian could not convert. 

Yun Illok also threatened a minute later but Wanderers keeper Ante Covic was rarely troubled in the opening half. 

The Wanderers were lucky to retain their lead when Colombian Mauricio Molina's powerful strike was denied by the crossbar in the 52nd minute. 

Eager to add more firepower up front, Tony Popovic brought on Socceroo striker Tomi Juric for Haliti with just under half an hour remaining. 

But the Koreans would score next with substitute Go's sensational strike off a Santos ball levelling the score in the 72nd minute. 

Bulut went in search of a second goal launching on a Yusuke Tanaka ball to drew a great save from keeper Kim Yong Dae five minutes later. 

Wanderers fans were left irate in the dying minutes when Juric was brought down in the box, the referee waving play on. 

Covic pulled out perhaps the save of the match in the dying minutes, the keeper airborne to diffuse a heavily deflected volley with replays showing he took the ball over the line with him. 

Molina and Myong-Jin Koh also tested Covic with just moments on the clock. 

Kim was also under fire at the other end denying both Romeo Castalan and Jason Trifiro in the dying stages. 


The reverse group match was played on 18th March 2015 at the Suwon World Cup Stadium, Suwon - score:- FC Seoul..0 v. Western Sydney Wanderers. .0 
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2015 AFC Champions League, Group H - Group Stage 


Attendance 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


21st. April 2015, 19.30 


Pirtek Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 


(Parramatta Stadium) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Kashima Antlers (Japan)..2 


5221 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Kashima Antlers..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Ante Covié 


GK 


Hitoshi Sogahata 


DF 


Yd suke Tanaka 


DF 


Takeshi Aoki 


DF 


Matthew S piranovié 


DF 


Daigo Nishi 


DF 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


DF 


Shuto Yamamoto 


MF 


Iacopo La Rocca 


DF 


Naomichi Ueda 


DF 


Samuel "Sam" Gallaway 


DF 


Hwang Seok-Ho 


Yojiro Takahagi 


MF 


Yasushi Endo 


Romeo Castelen 
Mark Bridge 


MF 


Gaku Shibasaki 
Shoma Doi 


Nikita Vadymovych Rukav 
Kerem Bulut 


Mu Kanazaki 
Caio Lucas Fernandes 


Shannon Cole 


Hiroyuki Takasaki 


MF 


Tomi Jurié 
Kearyn Baccus 


Mitsuo Ogasawara 
Masashi Motoyama 


GK 
MF 


Dean Bouzanis 
Jason Trifiro 


Akihiro Sato 
Atsutaka Nakamura 


DF 


Jonathon Aspropotamitis “Aspro” 


Yukitoshi Ito 


FW 
Team Coach 


Steve Kuzmanovski 


Team Coach 


Taro Sugimoto 
Toninho Cerezo 


Tony Popovic 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 
Referee Khamis Al Marri (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Juma Al Burshaid (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Muayad Mohammed Ali (Iraq) 


match report from abc 

Western Sydney has defied all expectations to open its Asian Champions League defence with a 3-1 victory over Japanese giants Kashima Antlers. 

The Wanderers entered this match against the J-League's most successful club apparently a shadow of the side that conquered Asia to create Australian sporting history just three months ago. 
With their A-League season in tatters having triumphed just once in their last 16 outings to sit last on the ladder, Tony Popovic's men showed amazing character to put their domestic malaise behind them at Kashima 
Stadium on Wednesday to post their first victory in Japan. 

The Wanderers took the lead courtesy of an own goal by Gen Shoji before Shoma Doi levelled. 

Yojiro Takahagi and Mark Bridge, who was involved in all three Wanderers’ goals, rounded out the scoring to give the title holders the perfect start to their defence. 

The Wanderers fielded a vastly changed side to that which played in their 2-1 loss to Adelaide on the weekend. 

Player of the ACL tournament last season, goalkeeper Ante Covic, was left behind along with the likes lacopo La Rocca, Brendan Hamill and Romeo Castelen. 

Assistant coach lan Crook took the helm with Popovic watching from the stands as he serves his two-game suspension for his role in the on-field altercation during the explosive quarter-final against Guangzhou 
Evergrande last year. 

The Wanderers may be the defending champions but it was Kashima who dominated the early stages. 

With less than five minutes on the clock Doi threatened with a powerful shot but sent it wide. 

Wanderers gloveman Dean Bouzianis, in just his second appearance for the club, was forced into a goal-line clearance just moments later after a point-plank shot from Shoji. 

Western Sydney began to work its way into the match with striker Tomi Juric proving their only major threat in the opening half, breaking through the Kashima backline to attempt two shots. 
Juric continued to trouble the Kashima defence right after the break, the striker again managing to shake his marker to send a ball across the face of goal which the hosts just managed to clear. 
But it was Kashima which would gift the Wanderers a goal in the 54th minute. 

Bridge struck a goal-bound volley, forcing an error from Kashima defender Shoji who put it in the back of his own net to give the Wanderers a 1-0 lead. 

But just when the Wanderers appeared to have the momentum Kashima struck. 

Brazilian Caoi provided the perfect cross with Doi's pin-point volley levelling in the 68th minute. 

The Wanderers would have the final word with Bridge and Takahagi combining beautifully to regain the lead. 

Takahagi played the ball across to Bridge who sent it goal-bound for The Wanderers’ Japanese import to tap it home in the 86th minute. 

Bridge put the icing on the cake in injury time, curling the ball into the back of the net for the 3-1 result. 


The reverse group match was played on 25th February 2015 at the Hashima Soccer Stadium, Kashima - score:- Kashima Antlers..1 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..3 
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2015 AFC Champions League, Group G - Group Stage 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
5th. May 2015, 19.00 Cbus Super Stadium, Gold Coast, Queensland 5197 
(Robina Stadium) 
Brisbane Roar..1 v. Urawa Red Diamonds (Japan)..2 
half time, Brisbane Roar..0 v. Urawa Red Diamonds..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Jamie Young GK_|Koki Otani 

DF Jack Hingert DF Mitsuru Nagata 
DF ___|Daniel Bowles DF ___|Kenichi Kaga 

DF James Donachie DF Wataru Hashinoto 
MF Thomas Broich DF Takuya Okamoto 
MF ___|Matthew McKay MF Keita Suzuki 

MF Adam Sarota MF Tadaaki Hirakawa 
MF Nathan "Luke" Brattan MEF Takuya Aoki 
Devante Clut Tadanari Lee 
Andrija Kaluderovié Shinzo Koroki 
Brandon Borrello Toshiyuki Takagi 


George Lambadaridis Yuki Muto 
Steven LuStica 3 Tomoya Ugajin 
Kofi Danning Shuto Kojima 
Dimitrios "Dimitri" Petratos Shusaku Nishikawa 
Lachlan Jackson Shota Saito 
Patrick Theodore Rikiya Motegi 
Fraser Chalmers Ryota Moriwaki 
Team Coach Frans Thijssen Team Coach Michael Petrovic 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 1 |Reza Sokhandan (Iran, 

a) (aD 


Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammadreza Abolfazli (Iran) 


match report from the Courier-Mail 

Brisbane Roar’s AFC Champions League campaign is over after a 2-1 loss to Urawa Red Diamonds. 

Knocked out of the A-League finals last Friday by Adelaide United, the Roars 2014-15 season came to a disappointing end at Cbus Super Stadium on Tuesday night. 

To reach the Champions League round of 16, the Roar had to beat Urawa, rely on Suwon Bluewings defeating Beijing Guoan in the night's other game and also overturn a goal difference margin favouring Beijing by four. 
In interim Roar coach Frans Thijssen’s last game in charge before being replaced by expected appointment Ramon Tribulietx, Brisbane started slowly against their Japanese opponents, who were only playing for pride, 
having picked up just one point in their previous five Group G matches. 

But it wasn’t to be, with the Roar’s home form again proving to be their downfall as Beijing and Suwon qualified for the knockout stages. 

In three matches at their adopted Champions League home ground, the Roar picked up just one point. Their other six Group G points came via away wins over Urawa and Beijing. 

Urawa gained revenge for their 1-0 home loss to the Roar in March with a polished display in front of a small but vocal crowd of 5941. 

Urawa grabbed a deserved lead in the 24th minute through forward Shinzo Koroki, who finished sweetly after being found with a perfectly-weighted pass by midfielder Keita Suzuki. 

The visitors doubled their lead in the 57th minute through substitute Yuki Muto, who seconds early had replaced Koroki. 

The Roar came to life in the last half an hour, pulling one back via Serbian international Andrija Kaluderovic in the 70th minute. 

But it meant nothing in the end, another Asian campaign ending in disappointment for the three-time A-League champions. 

Despite the Roar trailing for the majority of last night’s contest, Thijssen did not use any of his substitutes, who included Steve Lustica and Dimitri Petratos. 

Tribulietx had been expected to be at the ground after arriving in Brisbane on Monday to finalise his move to the Roar. 

The Roar made two changes to the team that started in their last-start loss to Adelaide. 

Midfielder Adam Sarota got a rare start, but was played out of position at right fullback, replacing Jerome Polenz, who was not a part of Brisbane’s Champions League squad due to visa player restrictions. 


The reverse group match was played on 4th March 2015 at the Saitama Stadium 2002, Saitama - score:- Urawa Reds..0 v. Brisbane Roar..1 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
2nd. June 2015, Stadium Australia, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 83598 
New South Wales (ANZ Stadium) 


Sydney FC..0 v. Chelsea FC (England)..1 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Chelsea FC..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position (minute) Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 
GK Vedran Janjetovic Petr Cech 
DF Rhyan Grant 46 César Azpilicueta Tanco 
DF Matthew Jurman 79 Branislav Ivanovic 
DF ___|Nikola Petkovi¢é John Terry (c) 
DF Alexander "Alex" Gersbach Nathan Aké 
MF __|Jacques Faty Mikel John Obi 
MF ___|Terry Antonis Nemanja Mati¢é 
MF ___|Robert Stamboiziev Loic Remy 
FW ___|Alex Brosque(c) Jérémie Boga 
MF ___|Christopher "Chris" Naumoff Eden Hazard 
Fl Shane Smeltz Diego da Silva Costa 
SUBSTITUTES 


Ww 
MF __|Andrew Hoole Andreas Christensen 
DF Aaron Calver Isaiah "Izzy" Brown 
MF __|Peter Triantis Dominic Solanke-Mitchell 


MF ___|Christopher Hagi Gligor Charly Musonda 
DF Sebastian Ryall Charlie Colkett 


Fi George Blackwood Ruben Loftus-Cheek 


Ww 
MF ___|Brandon O'Neill Jordan Houghton 
Mitchell Beene! 


Jamal Blackman 
Jake Clarke-Salter 
Jay Dasilva 

DF Temitayo "Ola" Aina 


Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach José dos Santos Mourinho Félix 


Referee Ko Hyung-Jin (South Korea, 

Assistant Referee 2 

match report from Chelsea FC 

Chelsea ended the season with a 1-0 victory in front of a huge 83,598 crowd in Australia. 

The Blues received an incredible welcome from Sydney, with the ANZ Stadium largely supporting the visiting Premier League champions. 

The goal came on the half-hour mark when Loic Remy cut inside to fire into the top corner, a truly fantastic strike to cap off what has been an incredible season for the club. 

It was the standout moment of an entertaining game in which both sides had plenty of goalscoring opportunities, with defenders at both ends making impressive goal-line blocks when the otherwise busy goalkeepers 
had been beaten. 

Sydney almost equalised late on, only to see a goal ruled out for a foul inside the six-yard box, ensuring we ended the campaign with a second consecutive 1-0 result on this end-of-season tour. 

Jose Mourinho named his strongest available team, though a late change saw Frenchman Jeremie Boga replace Ruben Loftus-Cheek in the number 10 position. All the big names on the trip were in from the start, and 
determined to entertain a huge Sydney crowd. 

Diego Costa, one of the major draws for this passionate antipodean audience, had the ANZ Stadium on its feet just five minutes in when he danced in from the left through a crowd of Sydney defenders, but saw his 
shot smothered by home goalkeeper Vedran Janjetovic. 

Sydney made a number of threats on the counter, and came close when captain Alex Brosque got across the front post but flicked his shot wide. 

At the other end Nathan Ake advanced down the left and squared across the area to Loic Remy, but again the route to goal was blocked by a dogged Sydney defence. 

The A-League finalists were certainly not going to be a pushover, and they could have taken the lead when Alex Gersbach got the better of Cesar Azpilicueta before pulling back to Christopher Naumoff, but the latter 
badly miscued and Petr Cech remained relatively untested. 

Shortly afterwards Sydney were made to pay for their profligacy as Chelsea took the lead. 

Boga played the ball out right to Remy, who cut inside once more and this time bent his effort high into the top-left-hand corner of the net, a stunning strike for the visitors. 

The hosts almost levelled instantly, Chelsea having Cech to thank as he rushed off his line to smother a golden opportunity for Kiwi forward Shane Smeltz before Branislav Ivanovic sensationally blocked the follow-up 
on the line. Boga then side-footed over as the game swung from end to end. 

Diego Costa then nearly doubled the lead after breaking free from his marker, but this time Janjetovic was able to palm the ball behind. 

That was to be the Chelsea striker’s final contribution of the game, with Loftus-Cheek replacing him five minutes before the break. Remy moved into the central striking role. 

Just before half-time Cech was forced into another save, this one from Naumoff, but the Blues went in 1-0 up, as we had in Bangkok three days earlier. 

Jose Mourinho made two further changes at the halfway point, Andreas Christensen and Dominic Solanke on for Ake and Boga. 

It took almost 10 minutes of the second period for the first chance to arrive, Hazard tripped after linking up well down the left, but the Belgian wasted the free-kick and uncharacteristically lost possession cheaply. 
Sydney threatened again as Naumoff did well down the left before teeing up Brosque, but the skipper was unable to direct his shot on target. 

Remy could have doubled the lead when Hazard put the goalkeeper on the floor with his impressive skills, but somehow Matthew Jurman kept it out with a stunning header on the line. 

Loftus-Cheek was forced to withdraw through injury 20 minutes from time, and was replaced by Jordan Houghton. 

Hagi Gligor shot straight at Cech from distance as Sydney sought an equaliser, but it was Chelsea who should have scored next as Hazard broke through before laying off to Christensen, who in an unfamiliar advanced 
position was denied at the near post by Janjetovic. 

Chelsea's other full-back, Azpilicueta, who was now operating down the left, almost netted only his third goal for the Blues with 10 minutes remaining, somehow finding himself one-on-one with the goalkeeper, but 
from a narrow angle he was denied by the goalkeeper’s outstretched leg. Matic then fired just over, setting up a grandstand finale. 


2015.38 


Sydney pressured and had the ball in the net, only to see the referee quickly rule it out for a handball inside the six-yard box. Cech had initially made a superb save to his left. Moments later John Terry had to be at 
his typical best to block a goalbound effort and preserve the narrow lead. 

Despite the loss, Graham Arnold's side could be pleased with what was a promising display. 

For Mourinho though, it was another win, and another clean sheet. It has been a hugely enjoyable end-of-season tour, but now we look forward to a flight home and the commencement of the 2015/16 season. 
We begin that campaign as champions, and undoubtedly the team to beat. 

Chelsea (4-2-3-1): Cech; Azpilicueta, Ivanovic, Terry (c), Ake (Christensen h/t); Mikel, Matic; Remy (Brown 84), Boga (Solanke h/t (C Musonda 82)), Hazard (Colkett 89); Diego Costa (Loftus-Cheek 40 
(Houghton 70)). 

Unused subs Beeney, Blackman, Clarke-Salter, Dasilva, Aina. 

Scorer Remy 34 

Sydney (4-2-3-1): Janjetovic; Grant (Hoole h/t), Jurman (Calver 79), Petkovic, Gersbach; Faty (Triantis 57), Antonis (Gligor 74); Stambolziev (Ryall h/t), Brosque (c) (Blackwood 69), Naumoff; Smeltz (O'Neill 82). 
Crowd 83,598 

Referee Hyung-Jin Ko (South Korea) 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


15th. July 2015, 


Cbus Super Stadium, Gold Coast, Queensland played behind closed 
(Robina Stadium) doors 
Adelaide United..0 v. Manchester City (England)..2 

half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Manchester City..0 

Yellow Til if Yellow Time of 

Position Card _|Red Card ie . Position Card _|Red Card| substitution 

START LIST 

Eugene Galekovic 13 Wilfredo Caballero Lazcano 

Michael Marrone 50 Pablo Maffeo Becerra 

Dylan McGowan Vincent Kompany 

Osama Malik Cameron Humphreys-Grant 

Tarek Elrich James Horsfield 

Isaias Sanchez Cortés Samri Nasri 

Marcelo Carrusca Gnégnéri Yaya Touré 

James Jeggo Aleix Garcia Serrano 

Awer Bul Mabil Jules Olivier Ntcham 

Bruce Djité José Pozo la Rosa 

Sergio Cirio Olivares Kelechi Iheanacho 

SUBSTITUTES 


Richard Wright 

Gaél Clichy 

Ellis Plummer 

George Evans 

George Glendon 

Fernando Francisco Reges 
Seko Fofana 

Bruno Zuculini 

Jesus Navas 

Brandon Barker 

Enes Unal 

Bersant Celina 

Team Coach Josep Gombau Balague Team Coach Manuel Pellegrini 

Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
a (a 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from Manchester Evening News 

Man City youngsters Brandon Barker and Bruno Zuculini struck in a behind-closed-doors friendly win over Adelaide United 

Willy Caballero, Vincent Kompany, Samir Nasri and Yaya Toure were the senior starters for a youthful Blues side that featured Olivier Ntcham, Kalechi Iheanacho and Cameron Humphreys. 
Manuel Pellegrini fielded an entirely different XI for the second-half, where teenage striker Enes Unal made his City first-team bow after joining from Bursaspor. 

The game was deadlocked at half-time but substitute Barker emerged to put City ahead with a right-footed shot into the far corner in the 63rd minute. 

And fellow substitute Zuculini clinched victory in the 84th minute from Gael Clichy's pinpoint cross. 

Midfield totem Toure suffered an injury midway through the first-half and required treatment but completed his 45-minute run-out. 
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Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


17th. July 2015, 18.45 


Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 
(Lang Park) 


Brisbane Roar..1 v. Liverpool (England)..2 


50000 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Brisbane Roar..1 v. Liverpool..1 


Time of 


substitution Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


Jamie Young 


Simon Mignolet 


Jack Hingert 


Nathaniel Clyne 


James Donachie 


Martin Skrtel 


Jade North (c) 


Mamadou Sakho 


Shane Stefanutto 


Joseph "Joe" Gomez 


Steven Lustica 


Lucas Pezzini Leiva 


Nathan "Luke" Brattan 


Jordan Henderson (c ) 


Thomas Broich 


James Milner 


Dimitri Petratos 


Adam Lallana 


Jamie Maclaren 


Daniel "Danny" Ings 


Brandon Borrello 


Divock Origi 


Denver Crickmore 


Ryan Fulton 


Jérome Polenz 
Corey Brown 


Kolo Touré 
Dejan Lovren 


Daniel Bowles 
Devante Clut 


Rickie Lambert 
Alberto Moreno Pérez 


Patrick Theodore 


Joseph "Joe" Allen 


Shannon Brady 


Jordon Ibe 


Abrahim Yango 


Adam Bogdan 
Ryan Kent 


Nicholas D'Agostino 
Luke Paviou 


Jordan Rossiter 
Andre Wisdom 


Lazar Markovic 


Joao Vilaga Teixeira 


Oluwaseyi “Sheyi" Ojo 


Harry Wilson 


Joseph “Joe” Maguire 
Daniel Cleary 


Team Coach 


John Aloisi 


Pedro Chirivella Burgos 
Brendan Rodgers 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Hiroyuki Kimura (Japan) 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from sky sports 
James Milner scored his first Liverpool goal to secure a 2-1 pre-season victory over Brisbane Roar. 
The Premier League side were well supported at the Suncorp stadium and named a strong starting XI that included summer signings Danny Ings, Nathaniel Clyne, Milner and Joe Gomez. 
Although they fell behind to a 17th-minute goal from Dimitri Petratos, they soon responded as Adam Lallana curled a shot into the far corner. 

Brisbane provided better competition that Liverpool's first tour opponents, Thai All-Stars, but Milner's 75th-minute goal ensured the Reds came out on top. 
Brendan Rodgers’ side might have thought themselves at home when the crowd of more than 50,000 gave a stirring pre-match rendition of 'You'll Never Walk Alone’ on a chilly evening more typical of Merseyside than 


tropical Queensland. 


Brisbane, Australia's champions for three of the last five years, matched the Reds in the early stages and opened the scoring when Petratos took two touches on the edge of the box before drilling the ball inside the 


post. 


Milner and Ings both had chances to equalise before Lallana got the visitors back on level terms in the 27th minute. 


It was Milner's pass which found Lallana on the left side of the box and the midfielder beat his defender with a deft touch before curling the ball into the net with his right. 


Liverpool pressed for a second goal before the break and went close when Mamadou Sakho had a header cleared off the line. 
The Reds continued to control possession in the second half and Jordan Henderson was denied by a sharp save from the keeper. 
Substitute Jordon Ibe also had an effort kept out before Milner struck the winner late in the game. 


Taking the ball on the edge of the penalty area, he nutmegged one defender before his scuffed shot deceived the keeper and went into the middle of the goal. 


Liverpool next face Adelaide United on Monday (10.30am BST) before heading to Malaysia and then Finland to complete their pre-season tour. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


18th. July 2015, 


Cbus Super Stadium, Gold Coast, Queensland 23000 

(Robina Stadium) 
Melbourne City..0 v. Manchester City (England)..1 
half time, Melbourne City..0 v. Manchester City..0 

Yellow Ti if Yellow Time of 

Position Card _|Red Card ie . Position Card__|Red Card| substitution 

START LIST 

Tando Velaphi 89 13 Wilfredo Caballero Lazcano 

Paulo Retre 90 50 Pablo Maffeo Becerra 

Connor Chapman 90* Vincent Kompany (c ) 

Aaron Hughes 45 Cameron Humphreys-Grant 

Jack Clisby 74 Gaél Clichy 

Wade Dekker 80 Fernando Francisco Reges 

Jason Trifiro 61 Gnégnéri Yaya Touré 

Erik Paartalu (c ) 89* Brandon Barker 

Stefan Mauk 64 Jesus Navas 

Robert Koren 55 Samri Nasri 

Harry Novillo 71 Manuel "Manu" Garcia Alonso 

SUBSTITUTES 

Hernan Espindola James Horsfield 

Stefan Zinni José Pozo la Rosa 

Christopher Cristaldo Zambrini Bruno Zuculini 

Michael Zullo FW Enes Unal 

Jake Adelson MF Seko Fofana 

Mahmut Ali Eyigun DF George Evans 

Philip "Phil" Petreski Richard Wright 

Patrick "Paddy" Kisnorbo 55 MF ___|Jules Olivier Ntcham 

George Lambadaridis 59 MF ___|Bersant Celina 

Gk __|Yaren Sézer 73 MF ___|George Glendon 

Team Coach Johannes van't Schip Team Coach Manuel Pellegrini 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Strebre Delovski (Australia, 

Assistant Referee 2 

match report from sky sports 

Raheem Sterling watched on from the stands as Manchester City beat Melbourne City 1-0 on the Gold Coast. 

Samir Nasri scored the only goal four minutes from the end of a pre-season friendly which seemed destined to end goalless after Yaya Toure had earlier hit the bar. 

Sterling, a £49m signing from Liverpool this week, was not involved and was jeered — rather than cheered - when he was pictured on the giant screens in the stadium in the 15th minute. 

And the Premier League side were fortunate not to concede at least once to their Australian sister club after Stefan Mauk missed an open goal and Harry Novillo fired just wide in the second half. 

Like Sterling, fellow forwards Sergio Aguero, Eden Dzeko and Wilfried Bony were not involved and Pellegrini started the game without a recognised first-team striker. 

Manuel Garcia started furthest forward in a team that featured Toure, Vincent Kompany, Nasri and Jesus Navas, who all played the full 90 minutes. 

Pellegrini also started several young talents including defenders Pablo Maffeo and Cameron Humphreys and midfielder Brandon Barker. 

But it was the old heads who had the best chances in the opening period with Toure rattling a superb free-kick off the bar from 25 yards in the 20th minute, while Nasri dragged an effort wide nine minutes later before 

Navas shot from a tight angle, forcing a good save from Tando Velaphi. 

Melbourne City should have opened the scoring when Robert Koren fed the ball across goal and Mauk had a simple tap-in to an open goal from six yards out, but the 19-year-old somehow conspired to put the ball wide. 

With Joe Hart among the players left out, Willy Caballero started in goal and was forced into a fine fingertip save from Novillo’s rasping effort from outside the area shortly before the break. 

Substitutions disrupted the flow of the second half and chances were at a premium until the 69th minute when Novillo dragged the ball past substitute James Horsfield and dinked the ball past Caballero only to see it 

trickle wide. 

And he was made to pay late on in the game when Nasri superbly controlled a cross from the right on his chest and with the ball bouncing slightly behind him, recovered his feet to drill an unstoppable shot past 

Velaphi. 

With Sterling left in the stands and fellow summer signing Fabian Delph set to fly out to join his new team-mates later in the week, Pellegrini did treat supporters to a first sight of 18-year-old Turkey striker Enes Unal 

in the dying stages after his £2m arrival from Bursapsor. 

Manchester City's pre-season tour continues with International Champions Cup matches against Roma on Tuesday and Real Madrid on Friday. 


2015.42 


The 2015 International Champions Cup (or ICC) was a series of friendly association football tournaments. It was the first tournament played separately in Australia, China and the United States. 

The Australian edition of the tournament featured three teams played across three matches at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on July 18, 21 and 24. Real Madrid were the first club to announce their involvement. 
Manchester City and Roma were later confirmed to take part in the Australian tournament. The Chinese edition of the tournament featured Real Madrid, Milan and Inter Milan playing a total of three matches in 
Shenzhen, Guangzhou and Shanghai. 


Date & Time 


2015 International Champions Cup 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


18th. July 2015, 19.00 


Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 


Real Madrid CF (Spain)..0 v. 


. AS Roma (italy)..0 


80746 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Real Madrid CF.. 
Time of 
substitution 


Position 


0 v. AS Roma..0 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Keylor Navas Gamboa 


GK 


Morgan De Sanctis 


DF 


Sergio Ramos Garcia 


DF 


Ashley Cole 


DF 


Marcelo Vieira da Silva Junior 


DF 


Maicon Sisenando 


DF 


Daniel Carvajal Ramos 


DF 


Leandro Casta n da Silva 


DF 


Raphaé! Varane 


DF 


Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa 


MF 


Luka Modrié 


MF 


Daniele De Rossi 


MF 


Asier I llarramendi Andonegi 


MF 


Radja Nainggolan 


MF 


Martin @degaard 
Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos 
Aveiro 


MF 


Salih Ugan 


Francesco Totti 


Gareth Bale 
Jes 6 Rodriquez Ruiz "Jesé" 


Gervais Yao Kouassi "Gervinho" 
Jago Falque Silva 


Alvaro Arbeloa Coca 


Seydou Doumbia 


Lucas Silva Borges 


Konstantinos Manolas 


Kepler de Lima Ferreira "Pepe" 


Alessandro Florenzi 


Karim Benzema 
Denis Dmitriyevich Cheryshev 


Leandro Paredes 
Vasilios Torosidis 


Toni Kroos 
Francisco Alarc6n Suarez “Isco" 


Adem Ljajié 
Seydou K éita 


José Fernandez Iglesias "Nacho" 


Lucas Vazquez Iglesias 


46" 
4644 


Juan Iturbe Arévalo 


Miralem Pjanié 


Danilo Luiz da Silva 


Elio Capradossi 


Marcos Llorente Moreno 


Mattia Destro 


José Carlos Lazo Romero 
Fernando Pacheco Flores 


56 
70 


José Machin Dicombo "Pepin" 


Orlando Rubén Y afiez Alabart 


Jonut Pop 
Lorenzo Di Livio 


Arnaldo Antonio Sanabria Ayala 


Kevin Strootman 


Alessio Romagnoli 


Tomas § vedkauskas 


Rafael Benitez Maudes 


Silvio Ano éié 


Rudi Garcia 


97 M Daniel De Silva 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Mark Clattenburg (England) 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


Danilo Luiz da Silva 


Miralem 


Toni Kroos 


Adem Ljaji¢ 


Lucas Silva Borges 
Francisco Alarcon Suarez "Isco" 


Mattia Destro 
Alessandro Florenzi 


Karim Benzema 


Juan Iturbe Arévalo 


José Fernandez Iglesias "Nacho" 


Leandro Paredes 


Lucas Vazquez Iglesias 


2015.43 


Seydou Kéita 


match report from Realmadrid 

Danilo made his bow in the Whites' first ever game in Australia, against a Roma side who came out on top in a penalty shoot-out. 

Real Madrid's 2015-16 team opened up with a draw at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. It ended goalless in a clash in which the clearest first-half chances came about from set-pieces. Roma might have taken an early 
lead from a corner on 4", first hitting the crossbar before Totti's drive beat Navas only for Marcelo to clear from the goalline and prevent the Italians from scoring. Five minutes later, again from a corner, Ramos could not 
find the target with a left-footed shot from the penalty spot. 

The minutes went by and, with the half-hour mark up, the save of the match was produced. From another corner for Roma on 32’, Salih Ucan's volley brought a spectacular demonstration of Navas' reflexes. 

Three minutes afterwards, Carvajal responded for the Whites, but his effort with the outside of his boot flew only a few centimetres clear of De Sanctis' goalmouth. 

At half time, Arbeloa, Nacho, Pepe, Lucas Silva, Kroos, Cheryshev, Isco and Benzema were introduced in place of Ramos, Varane, Marcelo, Illarra, Modric, Jesé, Odegaard and Cristiano Ronaldo. Following the 
pattern of the initial 45, the first opportunity of the second period arrived at a dead-ball situation. Isco sent across the corner on 53', and Bale, who would then make way for Lucas Vazquez after 56’, proved unable to 
hit the mark with his header. 

Bit by bit, Real Madrid were beginning to have the better of the forward play. Indeed, Benzema offered up a warning of his side's attacking intent after 64', Cheryshev delivering a pass to the Frenchman, who fired over 
the bar. 

With 70' on the clock, Benitez decided that it was time for Danilo to make his bow as a Real Madrid player, with the Brazilian replacing Carvajal. And it was down the new recruit's flank that the most dangerous 
moments arrived from there on in. After 81', Lucas Vazquez's cross hit Torosidis's hand inside the area, but the referee opted not to point to the spot. Four minutes later, the academy graduate did terrifically to cut 
inside his man and find himself one on one with De Sanctis. However, the goalkeeper was equal to his shot to avoid defeat for Roma, who prevailed 6-7 in the penalty shoot-out that followed. 

PENALTIES: 

1-0: Danilo. 

1-1: Pjanic. 

2-1: Kroos. 

2-2: Ljajic. 

3-2: Lucas Silva. 

3-3: Destro. 

4-3: Isco. 

4-4: Florenzi. 

5-4: Benzema. 

5-5: Iturbe. 

6-5: Nacho. 

6-6: Paredes. 

6-6: Lucas Vazquez, saved by De Sanctis. 

6-7: Keita. 
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Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


20th. July 2015, 19.30 


Coopers Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 


Adelaide United..0 v. Liverpool (England)..2 


53008 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


half time, Adelaide United.. 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


0 v. Liverpool..0 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Eugene Galekovic (c ) 


GK 


Simon Mignolet 


DF 


Michael Marrone 


DF 


Nathaniel Clyne 


DF 


Dylan McGowan 


DF 


Martin Skrtel 


DF 


Osama Malik 


DF 


Dejan Lovren 


DF 


Tarek Elrich 


DF 


Joseph "Joe" Gomez 


MF 


Marcelo Carrusca 


90 


Joseph "Joe" Allen 


MF 


Isaias Sanchez Cortés 


Jordan Henderson (c ) 


MF 


James Jeggo 


82 


James Milner 


FW 


Sergio Cirio Olivares 


Adam Lallana 


FW. 


Bruce Djité 


63 


Jordon Ibe 


FW 


Craig Goodwin 


79 


Divock Origi 


Pablo Sanchez Alberto 


SUBSTITUTES 


Ryan Fulton 
José Enrique S 4 nchez Diaz 


Mark Ochieng 


Kolo Touré 


Dylan Smith 


Mamadou Sakho 


Benjamin Warland 


Alberto Moreno Pé rez 


John Hall 


Lucas Pezzini Leiva 


George Mells 
Thomas Love 


Daniel “Danny” Ings 
Addm Bogdan 


Ruon Tongyik 


Ryan Kent 


Jordan Pudler 


Jordan Rossiter 


Andre Wisdom 


Lazar Markovicé 


Joao Vilaga Teixeira 
Oluwaseyi “Sheyi" Ojo 


Harry Wilson 
Joseph "Joe" Maguire 


Daniel Cleary 


Team Coach 


Josep Gombau Balague 


Team Coach 


Pedro Chirivella Burgos 
Brendan Rodgers 


Team Manager 
Referee 


Mark Clattenburg (England) 


Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from sky sports 
James Milner and Danny Ings scored in the second-half as Liverpool beat Adelaide United 2-0 in their third pre-season fixture. 
England midfielder Milner got onto the end of Jordon Ibe's cross to convert after 67 minutes - from what appeared to be an offside position - before substitute Ings rounded the keeper to double their lead late on. 
It was an otherwise patchy display from the Reds, as they recorded their third win in a row after previously beating Thai All-Stars and Brisbane Roar. 
Brendan Rodgers made three changes from the side that beat Brisbane Roar 2-1 in their last pre-season encounter, with Dejan Lovren, Joe Allen and Ibe coming in, while Mamadou Sakho, Lucas and Danny Ings 


dropped out. 


A rousing rendition of "You'll Never Walk Alone’ before kick-off failed to stir the players into a fast start, however, as both teams began in fairly laboured fashion. 


Adam Lallana and Ibe were among those attempting to probe early on, with the latter finding himself with the ball at his feet in the box a couple of times but failing to really trouble Eugene Galekovic in the Adelaide goal. 
Divock Origi, playing somewhat in the shadow of his Belgian team-mate Christian Benteke who could soon arrive at Anfield, was also guilty of not making more of a couple of first-half opportunities that came his way - 
firing tamely at the Adelaide keeper with one before failing to turn sharply enough onto another. 

Liverpool kept coming forward but there was far too much loose attacking play in the final third to break the deadlock in the first 45 minutes. 

Rodgers made just a single change at the interval, with Alberto Moreno replacing Joe Gomez at left-back, but it was down the right where Liverpool looked at their most dangerous, with Nathaniel Clyne and Ibe 
combining well to threaten the Adelaide defence. 

First the former fired a dangerous ball across the face of goal, which no Liverpool player could get on the end of, before Ibe drove at two defenders before firing a shot just wide of the left-hand post. 

Liverpool were getting closer, and Lallana brought the first real save out of Galekovic on the hour-mark, stinging the palms of the Aussie keeper with a fierce effort from the edge of the box. 

Finally, after 67 minutes had passed, Liverpool finally broke the deadlock through Milner, but there was some controversy about the goal as the England midfielder appeared to be in an offside position when Ibe 
crossed for him to slide in and convert. 

That was to take nothing away from the build-up, though, with Jordan Henderson superbly sliding the ball into the path of youngster Ibe - who was Liverpool's best player on the day - before his perfectly-weighted ball 
found goalscorer Milner. 

A throng of changes from both managers broke up play towards the end, and it was one of those substitutes in the shape of Ings, who made it two with his first goal in a Liverpool shirt. 

Clyne drove forward and fed the former Burnley man, who picked it up calmly before taking the ball away from the keeper and converting calmly. 

2-0 and job done for Liverpool. Not the best display but Rodgers will still be pleased as his side kept up their winning start to pre-season in front of a packed house at the Adelaide Oval. 
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2015 International Champions Cup 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


21st. July 2015, 20.00 


Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 


Manchester City (England)..2 


v. AS Roma (Italy)..2 


41134 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Manchester City..1 v. AS Roma..1 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Wilfredo Caballero Lazcano 


GK 


Morgan De Sanctis 


65 


DF 


Eliaquim Mangala 


DF 


Alessio Romagnoli 


DF 


Vincent Kompany (c ) 


DF 


Konstantinos Manolas 


DF 


Gaél Clichy 


DF 


Vasilios Torosidis 


DF 


Bacary Sagna 


DF 


Alessandro Florenzi 


MF 


David Jiménez Silva 


45° 


MF 


Daniele De Rossi 


MF 


Bruno Zuculini 


45 


MF 


Salih Ugan 


MF 


Fernando Francisco Reges 


45% 


MF 


Miralem Pjanié 


FW 


Kelechi Iheanacho 
Raheem Sterling 


73 


ABAAR 


MF 


Francesco Totti 
Gervais Yao Kouassi "Gervinho" 


455% 


Manuel "Manu" Garcia Alonso 


454% 


Juan Iturbe Arévalo 


45°" 


Marcos Mesquita Lopes "Rony" 


45° 


Bogdan Lobont 


65 


James Horsfield 


45° 


lago Falque Silva 


45°" 


George Evans 
Brandon Barker 


82 


Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa 
Leandro Castan da Silva 


455 


Gnégnéri Yaya Touré 


Ashley Cole 


Aleksandar Kolarov 


Radja Nainggolan 


Jason Denayer 


Seydou Doumbia 


Jesus Navas 


Seydou Kéita 


Enes Unal 
Charles "Joe" Hart 


Adem Ljajié 
Daniel De Silva 


Samri Nasri 
Richard Wright 


Elio Capradossi 
Mattia Destro 


Cameron Humphreys-Grant 


José Machin Dicombo "Pepin" 


George Glendon 


Silvio Anoéié 


José Pozo la Rosa 


Lorenzo Di Livio 


Edin Dzeko 


Arnaldo Antonio Sanabria Ayala 


Stevan Joveti¢ 
Seko Fofana 


Leandro Paredes 
lonut Pop 


Maicon Douglas Sisenando 


45 


Kevin Strootman 


Tomas Svedkauskas 


Team Coach 


Manuel Pellegrini 


Team Coa 


ch 


Segundo Victor Ibarbo Guerrero 
Rudi Garcia 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Jarred Gillett (Australia) 


Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


Gnégnéri Yaya Touré 


PENALTY SHOOT-OUT 


Manchester City..5 v. Roma.. 
4 


Radja Nainggolan 


Aleksandar Kolarov 


Adem Ljajié 


Jesus Navas 


Mattia Destro 


Marcos Mesquita Lopes "Rony" 


lago Falque Silva 


DF James Horsfield 


Charles "Joe" Hart 


2015.46 


Seydou Doumbia 
Seydou Kéita 


missed | | | 


report from ESPN 

Raheem Sterling scored after just 140 seconds of his Manchester City debut as they beat Roma on penalties after a 2-2 draw in Melbourne. 

City's record signing, who completed a £49 million move after the drawn-out saga of his departure from Liverpool, was quick to make an impression in his first outing for his new club. 

Manuel Pellegrini's team eventually triumphed 5-4 in a shootout when Joe Hart scored one penalty and saved two more, long after Sterling had been substituted. 

The 20-year-old, who started on the left of a front three but also materialised on the right, made an inauspicious start when he tripped over the ball after 50 seconds. 

But it soon improved as he scored in the third minute. He met a pass from teenage striker Kelechi Iheanacho, sprung Roma's offside trap and slotted a right-footed shot past Morgan De Sanctis. 

Roma levelled in the eighth minute with a 20-yard shot from Miralem Pjanic that beat Willy Caballero. 

Sterling was denied a penalty when he was challenged by Alessandro Florenzi in the Roma box before being replaced at half-time. 

lIheanacho put City back ahead with a clinical finish after he intercepted a misplaced back-pass from Ashley Cole. 

The 18-year-old Nigerian, who is yet to make his competitive debut but is expected to be in City's first-team squad this season, but winger Adem Ljajic levelled with a free kick that was conceded by Yaya Toure. 
Toure then had a chance to win the game in the last minute of stoppage time but it went to penalties. 

Roma, who had beaten Real Madrid 7-6 on penalties, scored their first four spot kicks before Hart saved from Seydou Doumbia and Seydou Keita. 

Aleksandar Kolarov had blazed City's second penalty high over the bar but Toure, Jesus Navas, Marcos Lopes, Hart and James Horsfield all held their nerve to score. 

Bacary Sagna, Eliaquim Mangala and David Silva all made their first appearance in preseason as starters while Hart and Kolarov were introduced for the first time as two of the nine changes Manuel Pellegrini made at 
half-time. 

City, who had beaten Adelaide United 2-0 and Melbourne City 1-0, will conclude their trip of Australia with a game against Real Madrid on Friday. 


2015.47 


2015 International Champions Cup 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
24th. July 2015, 20.00 Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 99382 
Real Madrid CF..4 v. Manchester City (England)..1 
half time, Real Madrid CF..3 v. Manchester City..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) substitution . Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Keylor Navas Gamboa GK Joe Hart 

DF ___|Sergio Ramos Garcia DF Cameron Humphreys-Grant 
DF ___|Kepler de Lima Ferreira "Pepe" DF ___|Jason Denayer 

DF Marcelo Vieira da Silva Junior DF __|Aleksandar Kolarov 65* 
DF Daniel Carvajal Ramos Bacary Sagna 
FW ___|Gareth Bale David Jimé nez Silva 65** 
MF Toni Kroos 6. Fernando Francisco Reges 
MF Luka Modrié Gnégnéri Yaya Touré 45+4(pk) 65 
FW___|Karim Benzema Raheem Sterling 65*** 
Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos 
Aveiro Fabian Delph 
Francisco Alarc6n Suarez “Isco” Samri Nasri 


José Fernandez Iglesias "Nacho" Gaél Clichy 

Carlos Casimiro "Casemiro" Marcos Mesquita Lopes "Rony" 
Alvaro Arbeloa Coca Bruno Zuculini 

Raphaé! Varane Edin Dzeko 

Lucas Vazquez Iglesias Jesus Navas 

Denis Dmitriyevich Cheryshev Patrick Roberts 

Jes 6 Rodriguez Ruiz "Jesé" Kelechi lheanacho 

Danilo Luiz da Silva Stevan Joveti¢ 

Lucas Silva Borges Enes Unal 

Marcos Llorente Moreno Wilfredo Caballero Lazcano 
José Carlos Lazo Romero Richard Wright 

Martin @degaard George Evans 

Francisco Casilla Cortés "Kiko" Manuel "Manu" Garcia Alonso 
Fernando Pacheco Flores Brandon Barker 

Asier I llarramendi Andonegi 
“Illarra" José Pozo la Rosa 
Orlando Rubén Yanez Alabart James Horsfield 
Team Coach Rafael Benitez Maudes Team Coach Manuel Pellegrini 
Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee Hiroyuki Kimura 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from ESPN 

Cristiano Ronaldo shrugged off reports he had fallen out with manager Rafa Benitez to score as Real Madrid beat Manchester City 4-1 in Melbourne. 

The Portuguese, who scored 61 goals for Real last season, struck and played for 64 minutes as Real dominated against the Premier League runners-up to secure a first win under Benitez. 

Karim Benzema, Pepe and substitute Denis Cheryshev also found the net for the 2014 European champions as Benitez fielded a very strong side, with perhaps only James Rodriguez missing from his preferred team. 
Watched on by a crowd of 99,382 at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Real earned victory in the Australian group of the International Champions Cup, which also involved Roma. 

Real's first game under former Liverpool, Chelsea, Inter and Napoli manager Benitez had been a 0-0 draw with Roma and Benzema scored their opening goal under the Spaniard. 

They scored twice in four minutes midway through the opening half when the Frenchman hooked in a volley from Gareth Bale's cross and Toni Kroos played a pass over the Real defence for Ronaldo. 

Joe Hart got a hand to the reigning World Player of the Year's shot but was unable to prevent it from crossing the line. 

Pepe then headed in Isco's 44th-minute corner as City failed to pick up either of the Real centre-backs from a set-piece. 

City were fortunate to reduce the deficit in first-half injury time when they were awarded a penalty for a handball by Sergio Ramos, albeit one that was clearly outside the 18-yard area, and Yaya Toure sent Keylor 
Navas the wrong way as he converted. 

After Ronaldo went off amid a series of substitutions, Cheryshev added a fourth with a tap-in from Isco's cross. 

City gave Fabian Delph a debut after his £8 million move from Aston Villa but the England international, who played on the left of the midfield but only lasted 20 minutes before he was injured in a challenge with Luka 
Modric and was replaced by Jesus Navas. 

Their other major summer signing, the £49 million buy Raheem Sterling, made his second appearance for his new club. 

Sterling, who had begun on the left wing in the 2-2 draw against Roma, started as a striker, a role he played for Liverpool last season as City were again without Sergio Aguero and Wilfried Bony. 

The Roma target Edin Dzeko and Stevan Jovetic, who is wanted by Inter Milan, were both substitutes but the Bosnian was brought on for his first appearance of preseason. 

Patrick Roberts, the teenage forward who was signed from Fulham for an initial £5 million, made his City bow as a late replacement for Navas. 

City were without captain Vincent Kompany, who had flown back to England to attend the birth of his third child. 

In his absence, Pellegrini left Eliaquim Mangala on the bench and picked the inexperienced pair of Jason Denayer and 16-year-old Cameron Humphreys in the centre of the defence. 
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2016 


2016 AFC Champions League, Play-off Round, East Zone 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Coopers Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 

9th. February 2016, 20.00 Pp (Hindmarsh Stadium) 8487 

Adelaide United..1 v. Shandong Luneng Taishan (People's Republic of China)..2 

half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Shandong Luneng Taishan..2 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution . Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK Eugene Galekovic GK Wang Dalei 
DF Tarek Elrich 84 DF ___|DaiLin 
DF ___|Michael Marrone DF ___|Zhao Mingjian 
DF ___|Dylan McGowan DF ___|Zheng Zheng 
DF ___|Jordan Elsey DF __|Carlos "Gil" do Nascimento Silva 
MF Marcelo Carrusca MF Walter Montillo 
MF Isaias Sanchez Cortés MF Hao Junmin 
MF Stefan Mauk MF Wang Yongpo 
FW _ |Bruce Djité MF Jucilei da Silva 
FW Sergio Cirio Olivares FW Diego Tardelli Martins 
FW Craig Goodwin 19 FW Yang Xu 
SUBSTITUTES 
FW Sergio van Dijk 11 MF Liu Binbin 
FW ___|Bruce Kamau 13 MF Zhang Chi 
FW ___|Mate Dugandzic 29 MF Zhang Wenzhao 
MF __|George Mells 15 MF __|LiWei 
DF Benjamin Warland 20 GK Han Rongze 
GK John Hall 23 FW Cheng Yuan 
DF Ruon Kuk Tongyik 33 MF Jin Jingdao 
Team Coach Guillermo Amor Martinez Team Coach Luiz "Mano" Venker de Menezes 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Minoru Tojo (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Shinji Ochi (Japan 


Assistant Referee 2 [Satoshi Karakami (Japan) SC 


match report from The New Daily 

Adelaide United have been tossed out of the Asian Champions League by China’s Shandon Luneng, who banked a 2-1 victory in Tuesday night's playoff game in Adelaide. 

Adelaide conceded two first-half goals and star Marcelo Carrusca missed a penalty in the second stanza, before Sergio Cirio offered a glimmer of hope with an 89th-minute header. 

But the impressive Chinese outfit held on to advance to the group stage of the lucrative tournament after scoring twice in 22 minutes. 

Shandong struck in the 17th minute when Yang Xu headed into an open goal — Adelaide goalkeeper Eugene Galekovic was still grounded after a superb diving save defied a Walter Montillo strike, only for the rebound 
to fall kindly to an unmarked Xu. 

And in the 39th minute, Brazilian-born attacker Diego Tardelli rewarded the visitors for top-shelf lead-up work with another. 

Shandong expertly sliced through Adelaide’s defensive barrier and a shrewd cross from Wang Yongpo found Tardelli, who sweetly angled a header past Galekovic. 

United produced few chances in the first half but came close in the 14th minute when, after a goal-mouth scramble, a Ryan McGowan dribbler was cleared from the goal-line. 

United chased the game hard in the second half against Shandong, who sat back and understandably tired — this was just their second competitive outing in what is their preseason, and they'd come from minus-four 
degree temperatures at home to play in balmy 30-degree Adelaide heat. 

But the Reds, despite repeated chances, were frustrated until Cirio, facing away from goal, deflected a header over Shandong’s keeper Wang Dalei a minute before injury time. 

Late drama followed: Adelaide’s Sergio van Dijk and Cirio could have pinched an equaliser in extra time — the former sprayed a close-range header wide, then the latter headed straight into Wang’s gloves. 

The frantic finale followed Carrusca slamming a penalty into the crossbar in the 83rd minute, coming after Shandong playmaker Yongpo was sent off for a second yellow card 15 minutes earlier. 

But the Reds ultimately couldn’t convert their advantages — numerical, territorial and possession — into another goal, much to the disappointment of their parochial 8487-strong home crowd. 


Adelaide United was eliminated from the competition. 


2016.1 


2016 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group G 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 


Attendance 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
24th. February 2016, 19.45 (AAMI Park) 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Shanghai SIPG (People's Republic of China)..1 


9701 


half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Shanghai SIPG..0 
Goal Time of Goal 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


START LIST 


GK Daniel Vukovic 1 GK Yan Junling 


DF Matthieu Delpierre 21 DF Yu Hai 


DF Daniel Georgievski 14 DF Kim Joo-Young 


DF Nicholas Ansell 27 DF Shi Ke 


DF ___|Jason Geria DF Wang Shenchao 


MF Oliver Bozanié DF Fu Huan 


MF Leigh Broxham MF Dario Conca 


FW ___|Archibald "Archie" Thompson MF Cai Huikang 


FW ___|Besart Berisha 73(pk) FW___|Asamoah Gyan 


FW ___|Kosta Barbarouses FW Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 


FW ___|JaiMau'u Ingham 31 78 FW Wu Lei 


FW Connor Pain FW Li Wenjun 


FW George Howard DF Zhang Wei 


MF Jesse Makarounas DF Wang Jiajie 


MF Rashid Mahazi MF Lin Chuangyi 


DF Dylan Murnane GK Sun Le 


GK Lawrence Thomas FW Hu Jinghang 
Thomas Jok Deng 
Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Sven-Goran Eriksson 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Abdulrahman Al-Jassim (Qatar) 


Taleb Al Marri (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Yousef Al Shamari (Qatar) 


match report from abc 

Jai Ingham's first professional goal has helped Melbourne Victory to a winning start in their Asian Champions League campaign. 

Victory downed Shanghai SIPG 2-1 at AAMI Park on Wednesday night with goals to Ingham and Besart Berisha either side of Wu Lei's equaliser. 

It was Victory's win but Ingham's moment, signed by coach Kevin Muscat in January on a mature-age rookie contract and used sparingly since. 
Ingham faced Victorian state league opposition as recently as September but, against the cashed-up Chinese Super League outfit, he took his chance. 
Shanghai, coached by Sven-Goran Eriksson, fielded a team laden with talent. 

All three of their foreign attacking megastars — Elkeson, Dario Conca and Asamoah Gyan — started the match, along with six Asian internationals, and they quickly made an impact. 
On 12 minutes, Elkeson missed a long-range shot wide and, shortly after, Yu Hai struck a first-time volley wide. 

As the rain came down, an impressive contingent of red-clad Shanghai supporters outsang the usually voracious Victory fans. 

But Victory stole the lead after countering with pace from Nick Ansell's block of Elkeson's shot. 

Oliver Bozanic's ball found Ingham and split the Shanghai defence, allowing the former state league player to cut in and lash home. 

Danny Vukovic and Daniel Georgievski made last-gasp blocks to give Victory a scoreboard advantage at halftime. 

Their lead lasted seven minutes after the break. 

Shanghai's Brazilian menace delivered a fine cross to the back post, allowing Chinese national team winger Wu to swoop past Georgievski to score. 
Shanghai were level, but were forced to play the final half-hour without $500,000-a-week man Gyan, who was taken off on a stretcher with a groin complaint. 
The visitors continued to carve out chances but came unstuck as Kosta Barbarouses rampaged into their penalty area. 

The Kiwi was brought down by substitute Lu Wenjun on the edge of the box, with referee Abdulrahman Al-Jassim awarding the spot-kick. 

The Qatari official had previously caught Victory's ire for awarding Ingham a yellow card for a foul made by Berisha. 

But there were no complaints when the foul was seen to be inside the box, with Berisha dispatching the penalty strongly. 

The Albanian missed a terrific chance to wrap up the match five minutes later, trickling a one-on-one chance wide. 

In a madcap finish, both Victory substitute Connor Pain and Conca hit the post, with Shanghai spurning a number of chances. 

Shanghai led the shots count 22-11 but would leave Melbourne with no points from their campaign opener. 

Muscat paid tribute to his side's attacking spirit and pointed to fine performances from defenders Nick Ansell and Jason Geria. 

“We beat an excellent team tonight — a very, very good team," he said. 

“When you work that hard, you come out on the right side of the ledger more often than not." 

In his 40 years in football, Eriksson said he had never seen an incident that led to a disallowed Shanghai goal with the score at 1-1. 

The referee stopped play as Shanghai attacked in the vicinity of a second ball on the pitch, leaving the Swede confused. 

"It was a good football match [and] | don't think we deserved to lose if you look at the football," he said. 

"Five games to go and we'll have to take points somewhere else." 
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The reverse group match was played on 19th April 2016 at the Shanghai Stadium, Shanghai, People's Republic of China - score:- Shanghai SIPG..3 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
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2016 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather emperature 


Attendance 


Allianz Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales (Sydney Football Stadium) 


Sydney FC..2 v. Guangzhou Evergrande (People's Republic of China)..1 


2nd. March 2016, 20.00 


18149 


half time, Sydney FC..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande..1 
Goal Time of Goal 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


START LIST 


GK Vedran Janjetovié 19 GK Zeng Cheng 


DF Sebastian Ryall DF ___|Feng Xiaoting 


DF __|Matthew Jurman DF __|LiXuepeng 


DF __|Rhyan Grant DF __|Kim Young-Gwon 


DF ___|Aaron Calver DF __|Zhang Linpeng 


MF David Carney MF Zheng Zhi 


MF Mickaél Tavares MF Huang Bowen 


MF Milos Ninkovié MF Yu Hanchao 


MF Brandon O'Neill MF José Paulinho" Bezzera Maciel 
Junior 


FW ___|Shane Smeltz FW ___|Jackson Martinez Valencia 


FW___|Robert Stambolziev 75 11 FW Ricardo Goulart Pereira 


SUBSTITUTES 


MF Milos Dimitrijevié 66 27 MF Zheng Long 


MF ___|Ali Abbas Al Hilfi 70 17 DF Liu Jian 


MF Andrew Hoole 75 FW Gao Lin 


DF Zachary Anderson MF Liao Lisheng 


GK __|Ivan Necevski DF __|Mei Fang 


George Blackwood MF Wang Shangyuan 


Alexander Mullen GK Liu Dianzuo 
Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach Luiz Felipe Scolari 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Alireza Faghani (Iran) 


Reza Ebrahim (Iran) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Mohammad Mansouri (Iran, 


match report from abc 

Sydney FC have taken down Guangzhou Evergrande, edging the cashed-up Chinese heavyweights 2-1 to steer their Asian Champions League (ACL) campaign back on track. 
Huang Bowen cancelled out Robert Stamboiziev's first-half opener at Allianz Stadium on Wednesday night, before substitute Milos Dimitrijevic struck a dramatic 88th-minute winner. 
The question had always been whether Sydney could stack up against Evergrande — the reigning ACL champions and one of Asia's most expensively assembled sides. 

Luiz Felipe Scolari's side were classy, but displayed a fitness befitting a squad still in Chinese Super League pre-season. 

Guangzhou's $65 million-man Jackson Martinez lurked and took a couple of stabs, but could not put a goal away against his less-opulent but grittier Australian counterparts. 

Having warned they would not be intimidated, Sydney gave as good as they got, with David Carney and Milos Ninkovic thriving in space not usually afforded to them in the A-League. 
Maybe that was the key, as it was one of the Sky Blues' best performances this season and one that yielded the opening goal. 

Off a corner and some superb build-up play, Carney latched onto a through ball and headed to Shane Smeltz. 

The striker flicked his own header back to Stambolziev, whose left boot sent a snappy first-time finish past Guangzhou gloveman Zeng Cheng. 

Sydney barely had minutes to celebrate before the unthinkable happened — Seb Ryall yanked Martinez to the turf by his shirt, earning a yellow card and conceding a penalty. 
Goalkeeper Vedran Janjetovic incredibly saved Ricardo Goulart's strike from the spot, but an equaliser came three minutes later. 

On the counter-attack, Huang found space on the right flank and drove in a goalward bullet, which Aaron Calver inadvertently buried into the net while trying to clear. 

From there, the Sky Blues absorbed wave after wave of attack, with ACL debutant Brandon O'Neill and Matt Jurman doing a particularly diligent job. 

When their defence had no answer, Janjetovic made more crucial saves. 

The second half was just as open-ended, and chances came and went for both sides. 

Smeltz and Ninkovic both fired wide and Yu Hanchao botched a simple point-blank strike. 


Both coaches, Graham Arnold and Scolari, were on fire in the dugout but only the former had cause to celebrate when, two minutes from time, Carney flicked a shot to Dimitrijevic, who threaded through two defenders 


and made no mistake. 


The reverse group match was played on 3rd May 2016 at the Tianhe Stadium, Guangzhou, People's Republic of China - score:- Guangzhou Evergrande..1 v. Sydney FC..0 
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2016 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
15th. March 2016, 19.45 Melbourne ema aeneat Melbourne, Victoria 7066 
Melbourne Victory..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings (Korea Republic)..0 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings..0 


tai Goal Yellow Time of se Goal Yellow Time of 
ronson —— (minute) Card Red Card substitution 7 eek Name (minute) Card adeatsh substitution 


GK___|Daniel Vukovic GK___|No Dong-Geon 
DF __|Matthieu Delpierre DF ___|Kwak Hee-Ju 
DF Daniel Georgievski DF Shin Se-Gye 
DF Nicholas Ansell DF Ku Ja-Ryong 
DF Jason Geria MF Baek Ji-Hoon 
MF Leigh Broxham MF Cho Won-Hee 
MF Jesse Makarounas 81 MF Yeom Ki-Hun 
MF Rashid Mahazi 19 MF Jang Hyun-Soo 
FW Archibald "Archie" Thompson 88 17 MF Kim Jong-Woo 
FW _ |Besart Berisha 27 MF Eun Seong-Soo 
FW __|Kosta Barbarouses 18 FW Kim Jong-Min 
SUBSTITUTES 
| 77 | FW [HygorGarciaSiva_ dT CT 
| 28 | FW [MoonJun-Ho CT 

| 77 [| FW |ConnorPain CT 8B MF [Lee Jong-Sung dT 90+3 


13 MF 
15 DF ic 
11 FW 
P| 6 | DF [YeonJei-Min dT 
21 GK__|Yang Hyung-Mo ar 
| 24 | =F |KoSeung-Beom | 
4 DF 
istant Referee 1 |Li 
istant Referee 2 


Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Seo Jung-Won 


2. Thomas Jok Deng 39 DF __|Min Sang-Gi =| 
Referee Muhammad Tagi Aljaafari bin Jahari (Singapore, 


a 
Ass Li Ziliang (Singapore, a 
Assi Ronnie Min Kiat (Singapore ss 


match report from foxsports 

If last month’s thriller between Melbourne Victory and Shanghai SIPG showcased the best the Asian Champions League has to offer, last night’s drab scoreless draw between Victory and Suwon Bluewings was 
continental soccer at its worst. 

The only winner on the night was a substandard AAMI Park pitch that denied both sides the chance to get in to any sort of rhythm. 

Victory had the better of the game - it had 61 per cent possession and 10 shots to five - but the A-League title holder still struggled to find fluency, something it has been lacking for much for the season. 

“It was a typical away performance from them,” Victory coach Kevin Muscat said. 

“They're a well disciplined, extremely fit team. When you combine those two ingredients it’s hard to break the opposition down. 

“They made it tough for us, we created two or three half-chances and at this level you've just got to take one of those. 

“I thought we worked tirelessly to try and create openings and get in behind them. 

“I thought our application was outstanding.” 

The result kept Victory top of the group prior to Shanghai SIPG’s game against Gamba Osaka overnight. 

For Suwon, whose starting XI containing seven players aged 25 or under, it has just two points from three matches. 

Archie Thompson scored in the 53rd minute from a Kosta Barbarouses corner, but was clearly offside. 

It was the only time a disappointing crowd of 7066 had anything to cheer about, although, given the quality of it, it was a match probably best left unseen. 

Referee Muhammad Taqi did little to help the flow of the game, blowing the whistle for a collective 32 fouls. 

Seo Jung-won was the happier of the two managers with a point, although Muscat was content enough to wait until the 81st minute to make his first pair of substitutions. 

He'd promised selection table action after Saturday's 5-0 hammering by Brisbane in the league and he delivered, making six changes, including the surprise relegation of Australian marquee midfielder Ollie Bozanic to 
the bench. 

Jesse Makarounas had some promising moments in a rare start at No.10, Barbarouses was lively in attack after two matches out suspended in the A-League, Matthieu Delpierre was at his composed best in defence 
and Daniel Georgievski was solid at left back. 

Asked why he waited so long to make his first changes, Muscat said he was “comfortable” with the direction the match was headed. 

“I think we were probing enough,” he said. 

“I thought the players we had on the park were going to give us the best opportunity to break the deadlock. 

“Nick (Ansell) has come off feeling a little bit sore in his quads again so we'll have to assess that and | thought Jesse put in an unbelievable shift. It was just to get some freshness in that area.” 

On the pitch quality, Muscat conceded “it didn’t play well” last night. 

“| don’t want to go on about it too much though,” he said. 

“The amount of football on it the last few days is unprecedented so it is what it is.” 


Ihe reverse group match was played on 6th April 2U16 at the Suwon World Cup Stadium, Suwon, Korea Republic - score:- Suwon Samsung Bluewings..1 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
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2016 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
5th. April 2016, 20.00 Allianz Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 5642 
New South Wales (Sydney Football Stadium) 
Sydney FC..1 v. Pohang Steelers (Korea Republic)..0 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Pohang Steelers..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


positon Name (minute) |_ card _|P°4 ©} cupstitution| N° _ | Position Name (minute) |_card |R€4 7") substitution 


START LIST 
GK___| Vedran Janjetovié 21 GK__|Kim Jin-Young 

DF Sebastian Ryall 27 DF Park Sun-Ju 71 
DF Matthew Jurman 13 DF Kim Won-I1 

DF Rhyan Grant 6 DF Kim Ju-Won 

MF Milos Dimitrijevié 17 DF Kang Sang-Woo 

MF David Carney Park Jun-Hui 

MF Milo S Ninkovié Lee Nam-Gyu 

MF Ali Abbas Al Hilfi Jung Won-Jin 

MF Brandon O'Neill Kim Dong-Hyeon 

MF Andrew Hoole Lee Jae-Won 

FW ___|Matthew Simon 73 20 Choe Ho-Ju 

SUBSTITUTES 
24 FW ___|George Blackwood 73 23 FW Yoo Je-Ho 54 

| 32, | FW lYuKang-Hyun TT 
| 37 | ~GK_[KangHyeon-Mu dT 
| 35 | DF |WooChan-Yang | 
| 36 | =F |LeeRaeJun CT 
a ee 
DF ___|Aaron Calver ee 
Graham Arnold 


Mohsen Torki (Iran, 


es ST eo —]$>SSSaHJ 
Assistant Referee 1 |Mohammadreza Abolfazli (Iran LE 
Assistant Referee 2 | Saeid Alinezhadian (Iran aa (Pe 


match report from foxsports 

It's the curious case of the team that can do no right in the A-League, but can apparently do no wrong in Asia. 

Sydney FC’s Asian Champions League campaign surged again on Tuesday night with a 1-0 win against Pohang Steelers in Korea, Chris Naumoff’s first-half goal giving his side a famous victory over the three-time 
Asian champions. 

Coming on the back of the Sky Blues’ dramatic 2-1 defeat of Guangzhou Evergrande a fortnight ago, the win took Sydney to the top of their group, and sets them up brilliantly for progress to the last 16. 

Until the goal, Sydney had looked efficient but scarcely threatening, content to spin a web to entangle Pohang’s attacks. 


Aside from Lazar Veselinovic’s flicked header at the near post, brilliantly hacked off the line by a horizontal Ali Abbas, Sydney’s goal had been largely untroubled, and their thoughts were turning towards renewing their 
defiance at halftime. 

Instead they went in a goal up, as Abbas’s aggression won the ball in midfield and George Blackwood steamed towards the Pohang area. 

Blackwood’s angled pass was meant for Matt Simon but was behind the striker - Simon’s run though had distracted the whole defence, and Naumoff stole in unmarked at the far post to drive home the opening goal in 
style. 

Pohang looked distinctly ragged, and things almost got a lot worse for the home side on 55 minutes. Sydney worked the ball nicely around the Steelers box, and Naumoff had the chance to slide the ball towards goal, 
only to see it cleared off the line. 

As the ball bounced clear towards Andrew Hoole, the young winger lashed it high and wide, to his teammates’ dismay. 


In truth it was a rare moment of impetuosity from a team that was playing with admirable discipline. Missing a swathe of players through injury and non-selection, Sydney looked light years’ more assured than their 
erratic and uninspiring A-League efforts. 


By the end goalkeeper Vedran Janjetovic had scarcely had a save to make of note in the second half - summing up Sydney's efficient night’s work. 


The reverse group match was played on 16th March 2016 at the Pohang Steel Yard, Pohang, Korea Republic - score:- Pohang Steelers..0 v. Sydney FC..1 
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2016 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


20th. April 2016, 20.00 


Allianz Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales (Sydney Football Stadium) 
Sydney FC..0 v. Urawa Red Diamonds (Japan)..0 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Urawa Red Diamonds..0 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 


Positi N . Positi Ne 
icetialtd ame (minute) ‘debts substitution tect ame: (minute) red Card substitution 


8803 


GK_| Vedran Janjetovié GK___|Shusaku Nishikawa 
DF Sebastian Ryall DF ___|Daisuke Nasu 
DF Matthew Jurman DF Tomoaki Makino 
DF Rhyan Grant MF Yuki Abe 
DF Aaron Calver MF Yosuke Kashiwagi 
Milos Dimitrijevié Tsukasa Umesaki 
David Carney Wataru Endo 
Brandon O'Neill Takahiro Sekine 
Matthew Simon 21 Zlatan Ljubijankié 
Chris Naumoff 64 20 Tadanari Lee 
George Blackwood 9 Yuki Muto 
SUBSTITUTES 
10 MF Milos Ninkovié 64 30 FW Shinzo Koroki 
Anthony Bouzanis 


Graham Arnold 


Muhammad Jahari (Singapore) 
Li Ziliang (Singapore) 


match report from foxsports 

Not content to simply progress in their Asian Champions League campaign, Sydney FC remain top of their group after a hard fought 0-0 draw against Urawa Red Diamonds at Allianz Stadium. 

It means their final group game, against defending champions Guangzhou Evergrande, who now out of the competition, will determine whether or not they remain in top spot. 

If they do - and destiny is in their own hands - they will avoid a clash with Korean giants FC Seoul in the next stage and can instead face either Shandong Lueng or Graham Arnold’s former club Sanfrecce Hiroshima. 
Sydney had already made history without even kicking a ball by progressing to the round of 16 for the first time in the club’s history following Evergrande’s win over Pohang Steelers the night before. 

“It doesn’t matter who you play in the next round because once you get to the last 16 it’s always tough, every game is tough,” Arnold said. 
“| thought defensively we were fantastic. They’re a side that’s very mobile, they can cause you a lot of problems, but I’m very happy." 
“Attacking-wise we kept the ball well at times, we just had to make sure they didn’t get us on the break. You're playing in the ACL, not the A-League where you can leave yourselves wide open.” 

Sydney had already made history without even kicking a ball by progressing to the round of 16 for the first time in the club’s history following Evergrande’s win over Pohang Steelers the night before. 

The aim against Urawa, though, was to do enough to finish top of the group and continue their impressive run in the tournament. While they didn’t quite secure top spot, Sydney did keep a fourth consecutive clean 
sheet and will back themselves to get a result against Guangzhou, though Arnold is unlikely to risk several of his players who are on yellow cards, including defender Seb Ryall. 

“We've obviously got issues with yellow cards. We've got four or five players on yellow cards, so it’s whether we risk them or not,” Arnold said. “If he (Ryall) gets a yellow against Guangzhou he misses the last 16.” 
Sydney enjoyed a rare luxury of 10 days off between games having been reduced to mere spectators during the A-League finals series and it took them a while to settle into the game. In fact, the home side didn’t look 
comfortable for the majority of it going forward, but their back four more than made up for that. So too did goalkeeper Vedran Janjetovic, who pulled off a superb save in the 79th minute to deny Shinzo Koroki the 
opening goal. It was one of Janjetovic’s best moments of the season and probably made the difference on the night. 

But Sydney had to get through a tough first half, with the Japanese visitors registering three attempts on goal in the opening 10 minutes. The embarrassingly ordinary state of the pitch didn’t seem to affect them much, 
but then they did have more to play for. Sydney's progress was already assured, but Urawa came for a point to join the Sky Blues in the next stage. 

It took until the 30 minute mark for the Sky Blues to get their teeth into the game, first through Milos Dimitrijevic with a great run and shot then Chris Naumoff trying his luck with a long range effort. 

While Urawa had the better chances, Sydney’s defence held firm and they would have been satisfied with a 0-0 scoreline against a very dangerous side. 


The reverse group match was played on 24th February 2016 at the Saitama Stadium, Saitama, Japan - score:- Urawa Red Diamonds..2 v. Sydney FC..0 
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2016 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group G 
Date & Time Venue Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
(AAMI Park) 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Gamba Osaka (Japan)..1 


3rd. May 2016, 20.00 


10147 


half time, Melbourne Victory..2 v. Gamba Osaka..0 


oA Goal Yellow Time of a 
Position Name (minute) Card Red Card substitution No. Position Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


START LIST 


GK Lawrence Thomas 18 GK Yosuke Fujigaya 


DF __|Matthieu Delpierre 8 DF ___|Keisuke Iwashita 


DF ___|Daniel Georgievski 14 DF ___|Koki Yonekura 


DF Nicholas Ansell 5 DF Daiki Niwa 


DF ___|Jason Geria 35 DF __|Ryo Hatsuse 


MF ___| Oliver Bozani¢ 25 MF __|Jungo Fujimoto 


MF Carl Valeri 27 MF Tatsuya Uchida 


MF ___|Leigh Broxham 19 MF ___|Kotaro Omori 


FW__|Archibald "Archie" Thompson 21 MF Yosuke Ideguchi 


FW ___|Besart Berisha 20 FW___|Shun Nagasawa 


FW ___|Kosta Barbarouses 9 FW___|Ademilson Braga Bispo Junior 


SUBSTITUTES 


MF Jesse Makarounas FW Ritsu Doan 


MF ___|Rashid Mahazi FW___|Hiroto Goya 


DF Scott Galloway MF Takahiro Futagawa 


GK__|Daniel Vukovic DF Takaharu Nishino 


FW___|Connor Pain GK__|Ken Tajiri 


FW ___|George Howard MF __|Mizuki Ichimaru 


DF Thomas Jok Deng FW Akito Takagi 
Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Kenta Hasegawa 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee Ravshan Irmatov (Uzbekistan) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Abdukhamidullo Rasulov (Uzbekistan) 


[Assistant Referee 2 


précis of match report from goal.com 
Awin for Melbourne Victory will confirm qualification into the ACL round of 16, while Gamba Osaka are simply playing for pride. 


Melbourne Victory simply have to match or better the result of Korean side Suwon Bluewings to guarantee ACL progression. Suwon are playing at home against group leaders Shanghai SIPG. 


If the Victory progress out of the group stage, it will be the first time in five attempts. 

Gamba have the early possession but have yet to get into any dangerous situations. 

Muscat has been told to put a tracksuit on because his shirt matches Gamba's kit. 

An errant Gamba pass eventually results in Barbarouses winning a corner. 

Barbarouses' corner is dangerous and Ansell heads over from inside the six-yard box. 

Corner to Victory, which is clipped in nicely by Barbarouses and cleared by Gamba. 

Bozanic has a shot which is handled by Nagasawa and a penalty is awarded. No arguments from Gamba there. 

Berisha slots the penalty home in the left corner and Victory have taken the lead. Great start for the home side. 

Nagasawa was awarded a yellow card for handling in the box. 

Hatsuse is caught on his heels, Barbarouses closes him down, plays a perfect ball to the back post and Thompson easily side foots home. 

After a scramble in the Gamba penalty area, Barbarouses' shot is brilliantly saved by Fujigaya on to the post. Big penalty shouts for a challenge on Thompson too. 
The replay appears to show a blatant penalty for the foul on Thompson. Gamba survive a fatal blow. 

Victory are completely dominating the ball now. 

A heavy touch just denies Berisha a shot from outside the box. Great combination play from Victory. 

Gamba have now won a set piece. Ball coming into the penalty area. 

Fujimoto's ball in is way too deep and Thomas claims comfortably. 

HALF TIME - Brilliant first half by Victory. Goals to Berisha from the spot and Archie Thompson gives the home side a comfortable 2-0 lead at the break. 
Victory have immediately tried to reassert their dominance after second half kick-off 

Gamba have changed their formation. Now playing two up forward instead of a lone striker. 

Berisha picks up the ball with his back to goal outside the area. He holds off the defender, makes half a yard and strikes a bullet just over the bar. Great play by the Albanian. 
Gamba looking a lot more dangerous this half. 

Goya finds himself one-on-one with Thomas after a delightful ball but Thomas comes up with a brilliant save. Victory look very shaky. 

Across is swung into the Victory box but Thomas grabs comfortably. Gamba eventually win a corner from Delpierre's clearance. 

Thomas makes an unbelievable save from a header but Ademilson bundles the ball over from point blank range. 

Grandstand finish coming here. That goal for Gamba was coming. 

If Victory don't win, they will not qualify from the group. Suwon is leading 3-0 against Shanghai. 
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Gamba have definitely been on top over the last 10-15 minutes. 

Three minutes of added on time. 

Victory really trying to hold on here. Gamba are coming. 

Across comes in to the Gamba box but Valeri clears easily. 

Two minutes to go. 

Geria hesitates, nearly invites Goya in but he just gets a toe on the ball. 

Gamba win a corner after Thomas tips the cross out. 

Free kick given to Melboune Victory from the Gamba corner. Pressure valve is relieved. 
Barbarouses makes a great run into the area but his shot is blocked for a corner. 
Victory should be home now. 


FULL TIME - Melbourne Victory have qualified for the ACL knockout stages for the first time with a 2-1 win. They did it tough with Gamba coming home like a steam train. Berisha and Thompson the first half goal 
scorers. 


The reverse group match was played on 2nd March 2016 at the Suita City Football Stadium, Suita, Japan - score:- Gamba Osaka..1 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
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Date & Time 


2016 AFC Champions League, Round of 16, East Zone 


Venue 


Weather Temperature 


Attendance 


17th. May 2016, 19.45 


Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
(AAMI Park) 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors (Korea Republic)..1 


11542 


Position Name 


half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors..1 


Goal Yellow 
(minute) Card 


Time of 
substitution 


Position 


Goal Yellow 


Name (minute) Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK Lawrence Thomas 


GK 


Kwoun Sun-Tae 


DF Matthieu Delpierre 


DF 


Choi Jae-Soo 


DF Daniel Georgievski 


DF 


Choi Chul-Soon 


DF Nicholas Ansell 


15 


DF 


Lim Jong-Eun 


DF Jason Geria 


23 


DF 


Choi Kyu-Baek 


MF Oliver Bozanié 


10 


MF 


Leonardo Rodriguez Pereira 


MF Carl Valeri 


13 


MF 


Kim Bo-Kyung 


MF Leigh Broxham 


7 


MF 


Han Kyo-Won 


FW Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


69 17 


MF 


Lee Jae-Sung 


FW ___|Besart Berisha 


34 


MF 


Jang Yun-Ho 


FW ___|Kosta Barbarouses 


20 


FW 


Lee Dong-Gook 


SUBSTITUTES 


FW ___|George Howard 


11 


FW 


Ricardo Lopes Pereira 


MF Jesse Makarounas 


30 


DF 


Kim Young-Chan 


GK Daniel Vukovic 


19 


DF 


Park Won-Jae 


DF Scott Galloway 


28 


FW 


Kim Hyo-Gi 


FW. Connor Pain 


41 


GK 


Hwang Byeong-Geun 


Rashid Mahazi 


Thomas Jok Deng 


Team Coach Kevin Muscat 


Team Coach 


Choi Kang-Hee 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Alireza Faghani (Iran) 


Reza Sokhandan (Iran) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Saeid Alinezhadian (Iran 


match report from foxsports 


Melbourne Victory’s Asian Champions League knockout tie with Jeonbuk Motors hangs on a knife edge after the two teams played out a thrilling 1-1 draw at AAMI Park. 
It took Victory just five minutes to open the scoring in the first leg of the Round of 16 tie, courtesy of a Besart Berisha header, before Jeonbuk hit back within eight minutes via a bullet free kick from Leonardo. 
Both teams had plenty more chances to subsequently add to the scoring, but neither could, meaning the golden ticket to the quarter final stage is still anybody's next week. 
The second leg will be played at the Jeonju World Cup Stadium next Tuesday night. 
If the match ends in a 0-0 draw the Korean giant would advance courtesy of the away goals rule, so Victory needs to score at least once next week to have any chance of going through. 
Victory was undefeated in nine Champions League home games coming in to the match. 
Coach Kevin Muscat promised a torrid opening in his pre-match press conference on Monday and his players delivered from the outset. 

Although it was Jeonbuk that streamed forward from kickoff, it was Kosta Barbarouses from the resultant counter attack who had the first shot on target well inside the opening minute. 


And before long the hosts had their goal. 


Victory scored from a corner via Nick Ansell against Jeonbuk at Etihad Stadium two years ago. 
And so when Barbarouses floated his corner in the direction of Ansell and fellow central defender Matthieu Delpierre the plan was obvious. 
A flick off the head of a Jeonbuk defender fell in the path of Leigh Broxham, who acrobatically kicked the ball back in to the mixer for Berisha to nod home in front of goalkeeper Kwoun Sun-tae. 


But it wasn’t long before the K-League champion was back on level terms. 
A soft foul was given against Delpierre just outside the box after the Frenchman went s! 
Then Brazilian maestro Leonardo - as his former Jeonbuk teammate Alex Wi 


The match started at a frenetic pace, with both sides throwing everything at their respective attacking ends. 


But the contest slowed to a more cagey affair soon after Jeonbuk levelled. 


houlder-to-shoulder with the impressive Han Kyo-won. 
kinson warned against in yesterday's Herald Sun - thundered the ball in to the back of the net with a rocket of a right-footed free kick. 


Berisha had a golden chance to make it 2-1 just before half time, but blasted just over the bar from outside the box, and had an even better opportunity shortly after the break only to inexplicably head wide from point 


blank range following a pinpoint Ollie Bozanic cross. 


There was no sentiment from Muscat as he took off Archie Thompson off mi 
Victory would go on to enjoy 64 per cent of the possession and although Jeonbuk won the shot count 10-9, Victory would probably feel it was the more likely of the two teams to have won the game. 


But Jeonbuk coach Choi Kang-hee was fairly philosophical in his assessment of the game post-match. 


“It wasn't too bad,” Kang-hee said. 


“We were tired from travelling and adapting to the environment was tough. But we tried our best from what we had. 
“This is home and away games and we did pretty much all we could do for the away match. 


“Now we have 90 minutes to win, so it’s not that bad. 
“Melbourne is a very good team.” 


2016.10 


way through the second half in his farewell home appearance. 


The reverse Round of 16 match was played on 24th May 2016 at the Jeonju World Cup Stadium, Jeonju, Korea Republic - score:- Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors..2 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors won 3-2 on aggregate and Melbourne Victory was eliminated from the competition. 
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2016 AFC Champions League, Round of 16, East Zone 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Allianz Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
" 9451 
New South Wales (Sydney Football Stadium) 
Sydney FC..2 v. Shandong Luneng Taishan (People's Republic of China)..2 
half time, Sydney FC..1 v. Shandong Luneng Taishan..1 

eae Goal Yellow Time of ai Goal Yellow Time of 
osidon —— (minute) Card Red Card, substitution No. posivon (minute) Card ined Card substitution 
START LIST 
GK Vedran Janjetovié 25 GK Wang Dalei 
DF Matthew Jurman 35 DF Dai Lin 
DF Rhyan Grant 2 DF Zhao Mingjian 
DF Zachary Anderson 16 DF Zheng Zheng 
DF ___|Riley Woodcock 14 DF Wang Tong 
MF __|Milos Dimitrijevié 10 MF Walter Montillo 
MF David Carney 15 MF Li Wei 
MF Milos Ninkovié 4 MF Jucilei da Silva 
MF Brandon O'Neill 11 MF Liu Binbin 
FW Matthew Simon 65 17 MF Wu Xinghan 
FW George Blackwood 87 9 FW Diego Tardelli Martins 
SUBSTITUTES 
FW Shane Smeltz 65 MF Wang Yongpo 
FW Chris Naumoff 87 FW Yang Xu 
FW ___|Robert Stambolziev MF Hao Junmin 
MF ___|Andrew Hoole Li Songyi 
GK__|lvan Necevski Han Rongze 
MF Max Barry Burgess 29 MF 
MF ___|Alexander Mullen 37 DF Wang Jiong ee a li a ae al 


match report from foxsports 
Sydney FC are out of the Asian Champions League, their hearts broken just seconds away from securing passage to the quarter finals. 
A quite extraordinary strike from Hao Junmin in the 89th minute took Shandong Luneng through to the last eight of the ACL on away goals, securing a 2-2 draw just as Sydney thought they had produced a famous 
victory. 

Goals from Brandon O’Neill and Rhyan Grant had been followed by Vedran Janjetovic’s second penalty save of the tie, only for Junmin to produce a pile-driver from 25m to turn the result on its head. 

For the hardcore Sky Blue faithful it was an agonising end, with Sydney shrugging off the dismissal of Zac Anderson to be seconds from glory. 

Twice the home side had taken the lead, bizarrely each time in the first minute of each half, but in the end they could not hold on. 

The game was still in its first minute when David Carney’s sprint down the left of the Shandong box was abruptly halted by Jucilei, just outside the area. O’Neill sized up the angles, and snaked in a curving freekick that 
brushed Wang Tong and went in off the far post. 

It was a prize moment for O’Neill to score not only his first goal for Sydney, but indeed his first ever goal in professional football. 

Yet Shandong quickly showed that while they would sit and invite Sydney towards them, in transition they could break with alacrity. 

Wu Xinghan had already cut in dangerously but shot over, when a breathtaking move brought Shandong level in the 12th minute. 

Sydney were pressing hard when Rhyan Grant lost the ball on the edge of the visitors’ box, and in a trice it was at the feet of the elegant Argentine Walter Montillo. 

A second later and his pass was travelling down a perfect channel on the left wing for Diego Tardelli to fasten on to, cut towards the box and then roll the ball into Montillo’s path, some 15m from goal. With perfect 
technique, Montillo drove it past Vedran Janjetovic for the equaliser. 

The game was alive, and the tension evident as Matt Simon and O’Neill were both booked amid flare-ups between the teams. Shandong’s away goal meant Sydney had to score again, and remarkably they did in the 
first minute of the second half. 

It was some goal too - created by Milos Ninkovic, with a juggle of the ball and clever lay-off to the overlapping Grant, and finished by a screamer of a cross-shot from Grant that rocketed in off the far post. 

Back came Shandong, with Janjetovic acrobatically turning aside a header from Jucilei, and then Liu Binbin met Zheng Zheng’s cross with his own header that drifted centimetres wide. 

Deeper and deeper Sydney sat, and the pressure seemed to tell with 15 minutes left. Montillo’s cross should have been taken by Janjetovic but as the goalkeeper let the ball slip, Zac Anderson hauled down Yang Zu 
and was shown a red card. 

But Janjetovic, after saving a penalty in the first leg, produced another spotkick save from Tardelli - and as the ball bounced off the keeper, Tardelli scuffed his shot over an open goal. When the striker did the same 
minutes later from an inviting cross, Sydney began to suspect it would be their night - until Junmin had the final word. 


25th. May 2016, 20.00 


The reverse Round of 16 match was played on 18th May 2016 at the Jinan Olympic Sports Centre Stadium, Jinan, People's Republic of China - score:- Shandong Luneng Taishan..1 v. Sydney FC..1 

The aggregate score was 3-3 but Shandong Luneng Taishan won by the away-goals rule and Sydney FC was eliminated. 

The 2016 International Champions Cup (or ICC) was a series of friendly association football tournaments that began on 22nd. July and ended on 13th. August 2016 

In December 2015, Juventus, Tottenham Hotspur and Melbourne Victory were confirmed to play in the Australian version of the tournament. Atlético Madrid were confirmed as the fourth team on 1st. March. 
Melbourne Victory was the first team from the Asian Football Confederation to complete in the International Champions Cup. 
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2016 International Champions Cup 


23rd. July 2016, 19.00 Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Juventus FC (Italy)..1 


Temperature Attendance 
23174 


Position 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Juventus FC..0 


Time of 
Red Card | substitution 


Position 


Name 


Goal Time of 
(minute) Red Card | substitution 


START LIST 


GK 


Lawrence Thomas 


GK 


Norberto Murara Neto 


AGAAK 


DF 


Daniel Georgievski 


46 


DF 


Kwadwo Asamoah 


46° 


DF 


Nicholas Ansell 


66* 


DF 


Alex Sandro Lobo Silva 


46°" 


DF 


James Donachie 


DF 


Luca Marrone 


DF 


Stefan Nigro 


46 


DF 


Daniele Rugani 


46"% 


MF 


Oliver Bozanié 


66** 


DF 


Yoan Severin 


46 


MF 


Leigh Broxham 


46°** 


DF 


Pol Lirola Kosok 


MF 


Fahid Ben Khalfallah 


46* 


MF 


Anderson Hernanes de Carvalho 
Andrade 


MF 


Rashid Mahazi 


81 


MF 


Mario Lemina 


FW 


Besart Berisha 


66 


FW 


Paulo Dybala 


Mitch Austin 


FW 


Alberto Cerri 


SUBSTITUTES 


Scott Galloway 


DF 


Carlos Blanco Moreno 


46 


Jai Mau'u Ingham 


FW 


Lorenzo Rosseti 


46* 


Jason Geria 


FW 


Stefano Padovan 


4677 


Carl Valeri 


MF 


Mattia Vitale 


46"** 


George Howard 


DF 


Luca Coccolo 


46°" 


Alan Baro Calabuig 


MF 


Grigoris Kastanos 


46° 


Sebastian Pasquali 


MF 


Roman Macek 


46% 


Joshua Hope 


DF 


Giulio Parodi 


46%4 


Christian Theoharous 


GK 


Emil Audero Mulyadi 


AGAAA 


Callum Goulding 


GK 


Mattia Del Favero 


Lucas Spinella 


MF 


Roberto Pereyra 


Cameron McGilp 


DF 


Medhi El Mouttaqi Benatia 


Leonardo Loria 


JTeamManager | 
Referee Hiroyuki Kimura (Japan, 

Assistant Referee 1 | Allyson Flynn (Australia, 

Assistant Referee 2 | Ashley Beecham (Australia) 

PENALTY SHOOT-OUT 


Carl Valeri 


Miralem Pjanic 


Melbourne Victory..4 v. Juventus..3 
DF 


Luca Marrone 


Jai Mau'u Ingham 


Mattia Vitale 


Alan Baro Calabuig 


Roman Macek 


Scott Galloway 


Lorenzo Rosseti 


Sebastian Pasquali 


2016.13 


Stefano Padovan 


match report from ESPN 

Melbourne Victory beat Juventus 4-3 on penalties in the International Champions Cup after a 1-1 draw in a match that saw Carlos Blanco score a stunning goal. 

Juve youngster Carlos Blanco's stunning goal from inside the centre circle gave Juve the lead in the 58th minute, but Jai Ingham netted an 83rd-minute equaliser for the A-League side. 

That meant the contest went to penalties, which the Victory won after Stefano Padovan saw the decisive spot kick saved. 

In the absence of Paul Pogba and injured duo Sami Khedira and Marchisio, young Gabonese midfielder Mario Lemina failed to take his chance in midfield, scuffing two good opportunities, the first after a fine nutmeg by 
Alex Sandro on 14 minutes. 

Paulo Dybala curled a free kick just over the bar soon after as Juve searched for an opener, but the hosts were causing problems at the other end with accurate crosses toward frontman Besart Berisha. 
Fahid Ben Khalfallah's inswinging free kick toward the Albanian forced Neto into a punch and just before half-time the Brazilian goalkeeper made a fine save, denying Rashid Mahazi one-handed. 
Shortly before the hour mark, the deadlock was broken by Blanco. The defender chested the ball down on the halfway line, took one step and lobbed goalkeeper Lawrence Thomas. 

However, Melbourne didn't give up and Jai Ingham finished a lovely one-touch move around the 18-yard box. 

The hosts, for whom 16-year-old Sebastian Pasquai scored in the shootout, deservedly triumphed on spot-kicks after Padovan's effort was saved by Thomas. 
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2016 International Champions Cup 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
26th. July 2016, 20.00 Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 31447 
Tottenham Hotspur FC (England)..1 v. Juventus FC (Italy)..2 
half time, Tottenham Hotspur..0 v. Juventus FC..2 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution i, Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 


GK Michel Vorm GK Norberto Murara Neto 
DF __|Kieran Trippier DF ___|Medhi El Mouttaqi Benatia 14 
DF Dominic Ball DF Kwadwo Asamoah 
DF Cameron Carter-Vickers DF Alex Sandro Lobo Silva 
MF Nacer Chadli DF Daniele Rugani 
MF Victor Mugubi Wanyama DF Pol Lirola Kosok 
MF Ryan Mason MF Anderson Hernanes de Carvalho 

Andrade 
| 5 | MF [MiralemPjanié TCC 
| 37 | MF |RobertoPereyra | CT CT 
| 7 [| FW |SonHeung-Min TT 8 MF MarioLemina | 81* 
| 27 | FW [PauloDybala CT TC 8 
SUBSTITUTES 
| 49° | FW JAlbertoCerri CTC 
| 39° | ~DF_ [LucaMarrone TT 
| 47 | MF |MattiaVitale CTC 
| 42, | DF |GiulioParodi CTT 
| 44 «| DF [LucaCoccolo CTT 


45 DF 63 44 DF 

39 FW Shayon Harrison 63* 48 FW Lorenzo Rosseti 

48 FW ___|Marcus Edwards 63** 45 MF Roman Macek 

46 MF Luke Amos 79 41 DF Carlos Blanco Moreno 
31 GK Luke McGee 43 DF Yoan Severin 

37 DF Kyle Walker-Peters 38 GK Emil Audero Mulyadi 
40 GK Thomas Glover 52 FW Stefano Padovan 

36 GK Leonardo Loria 

46 MF Grigoris Kastanos 

34 GK Mattia Del Favero 
Team Coach Mauricio Pochettino Trossero Team Coach Massimiliano Allegri 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Ben Williams (Australia) 

Paul Cetrangolo (Australia) 

George Lakrindis (Australia) 


match report from ESPN 

Tottenham Hotspur's preseason trip to Australia started with a 2-1 defeat to Juventus in the International Champions Cup, despite a spirited second half performance in a chilly Melbourne. 

Before kickoff, the state of Victoria issued a severe weather warning for expected high winds and an experimental Tottenham side were blown away inside the opening 15 minutes at the MCG. 

Substitute Erik Lamela added impetus after the break, halving the deadlock after first half goals from Juve pair Paulo Dybala and Medhi Benatia, but Spurs could find not an equaliser against the Italian champions. 
Mauricio Pochettino apologised to supporters on Monday for leaving the the club's Euro 2016 stars, including Harry Kane, Dele Alli and Toby Alderweireld, in London as the manager named an youthful lineup, with three 
youngsters joining right-back Kieran Trippier in defence. Will Miller, a 20-year-old midfielder, started at left-back. 

It took Juventus less than seven minutes to expose Spurs. Miller sold captain Ryan Mason short, before Dominic Ball, a 20-year-old in the Eric Dier-mould, miscontrolled midway inside his own half, allowing Robert 
Pereya to pounce. The Argentine rode Cameron Carter-Vickers' weak challenge and fed compatriot Dybala, who fired left-footed past Michel Vorm. 

The mistake set Spurs' nerves on edge and Juve soon doubled their lead. Spurs again failed to clear their lines from a corner and the Old Lady's two debutants combined, Benatia calmly planting home Miralem Pjanic's 
fine cross. 

Ball and Carter-Vickers, admittedly not helped by Trippier and Vorm, looked shot to pieces and the former nearly presented Dybala with a gift when the Argentine intercepted his backpass, only to run the ball out of 
play. 

With Spurs unable to transition from defence to attack, lone striker Vincent Janssen cut a frustrated figure up front on his first appearance for his new club but there was no shortage of muscle and bustle from Spurs’ 
other debutant, midfielder Victor Wanyama, who impressed. 

Pochettino's side grew in confidence as the half went on, with the lively Miller's penalty appeals waved away shortly after Son Heung-Min headed wide. It was Juve, however, who remained the more menacing, and 
Dybala and Pjanic, in particular, threatened on the break. 

After halftime, Juve seemed content to sit but Lamela, one of seven Spurs changes in total, added energy and end product to their play. The Argentine had a sighter after 55 minutes, firing wide via a deflection after 
good work from Janssen, and soon after he halved the deficit with a prototype Pochettino goal. 
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Juve tried to play out from the back but Wanyama won the ball high up the pitch and passed quickly to Lamela, who finished first time -- again low and left-footed. It was a move that suggestion the Kenyan will fit in 

well at Spurs. 

The goal, and the introduction of 17-year-old prodigy Marcus Edwards, put Spurs in the ascendency, and Juve finished the match on the ropes. Edwards -- diminutive with a low centre of gravity and wicked turn of pace 
-- nearly snuck between Benatia from DeAndre Yedlin's pass and Shayon Harrison, another teenager sub, looked confident. 

Lamela, undoubtedly Spurs’ man of the match, had a golden chance to take the match to penalties when Edwards and Harrison combined to set him up. Neto made a acrobatic save and the Brazilian was called into 
action again in stoppage time, when Lamela turned provider for Anton Walkes who forced a brilliant one-handed stop from the goalkeeper. 

Juve clung on to win their final match of the International Champions Cup, while Spurs will hope for better luck against Atletico Madrid on Friday back at the MCG. 
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2016 International Champions Cup 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
29th. July 2016, 20.05 Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 42107 


Tottenham Hotspur FC..0 v. Club Atlético de Madrid (Spain)..1 
half time, Tottenham Hotspur FC..0 v. Club Atlético de Madrid FC..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 5 Position (minute) Red Card | substitution 
START LIST 
GK Michel Vorm 76 Jan Oblak 
Kieran Trippier 60* Filipe Luis Kasmirski 
DeAndre Yedlin 60** Diego Godin Leal 
Cameron Carter-Vickers Sime Vrsaljko 
Anton Walkes Stefan Savié 
Victor Mugubi Wanyama 46 Tiago Cardoso Mendes 
Erik Lamela Cordero 46* Gabriel "Gabi" Fernandez Arenas 
Christian Dannemann Eriksen 46** Saul Niguez Esclapez 
Joshua Onomah 60 Thomas Teye Partey 
Harry Winks 75* Fernando Torres Sanz 
Vincent Janssen 75 Héctor Hernandez Marrero 


Ryan Mason 46 Juan Moreno Fernandez 

Son Heung-Min Caio Henrique Oliveira Silva 
Thomas Carroll Amath Ndiaye Diedhiou 

Nacer Chadli Javier Manquillo Gaitan 

Kyle Walker-Peters Bernabé Barragan Maestre 
William Miller Theo Hernandez 

Marcus Edwards Bernard Mensah 

Dominic Ball Emiliano Velazquez Maldonado 
Luke McGee Lucas Hernandez 

Luke Amos Rafael Santos Borré Maury 
Shayon Harrison 
50 Thomas Glover 


GK 
[Referee [Jarred Gillett (Australia) 
Assistant Referee 1|Nathan MacDonald (Australia) 
[Assistant Referee 2 [Anton Schetinin (Australia) 


match report from foxsports 
Atletico Madrid have consigned Tottenham to a winless tour of Australia with a 1-0 win at the Melbourne Cricket Ground in the International Champions Cup on Friday night. 
Defender Diego Godin prodded home the winning goal off a first-half set-piece in the game with the most intensity of the three matches this tournament, played in front of 42,107 fans. Spurs’ players complained that 
Godin had been in an offside position but the referee waved the complaints away, with Spurs defender Anton Walkes deflecting the ball into the goal scorer's path. 
It took two saves of the highest order to keep Atletico ahead, however, with goalkeeper Jan Oblak showing sparkling reflexes to deny Ryan Mason and then Vincent Janssen within minutes in the second period. 
Mason was thwarted after he thrashed a thunderous effort on the back of a brilliant off the ball run from deep in midfield. He was picked out by Heung-Min Son, who was lively off the bench, after being fed by strong 
hold-up play from Janssen. 
Moments later, Mason was at it again with a surge towards the box ended by a cynical Gabi foul. Up stepped new boy Janssen, stopped by an athletic dive low to the keeper’s right. 
But Oblak wasn’t perfect — a horror pass in the 68th minute went unpunished by Spurs as he scrambled back desperately. 
Compatriots Diego Simeone and Mauricio Pochettino were camped on the edge of their touchline for most of the game, bossing their players with instructions as they refine things ahead of the season. Atletico, 
featuring the likes of Godin, captain Gabi, Saul and Fernando Torres, showed all the signs of the defensive rigidity that has defined their success. Although Spurs have suffered two losses in Australia, Pochettino will 
point to the exposure given to younger, fringe and new players in his squad as a benefit of the exercise. 
Substitutions slowed the game down considerably in the second period, with Amath Ndiaye Diedhiou’s deflected 83rd minute effort, and then a teasing, curling shot after a run down the left, the only highlights as the 
game meandered to its end, with Mexican waves, flying paper planes and vuvuzelas preoccupying the crowd. 
But earlier, there was more spice to this final ICC match, from the moment Uruguayan Godin jousted with Argentine Erik Lamela. 
Within 10 minutes, there had been a glut of goalmouth action. A Godin header sparked some heart flutters in the box, before Torres headed over the bar off the ensuing corner. Moments later, Eriksen, wearing the 
armband, launched a low drive that forced an awkward save from Jan Oblak, before Josh Onomah blasted a shot from inside the penalty spot into the crossbar. 
Torres almost surged behind in the 17th minute, but was well marshalled by Anton Walkes, before Lamela, who was looking sharp probing in Spurs’ forward line, exposed an uncharacteristic lapse through the heart of 
Atletico’s defence, getting in behind off Vincent Janssen’s chip. Felipe Luis did enough to put the Argentine off, and from a point blank range, he smashed the right post. 
It got a bit scrappy through the middle of the half, and Spurs found it a little harder to get out from the back under a couple of raids of Atletico defensive press. 
Thomas Partey was becoming more of a handful and it was his surge towards goal that drew a foul from Harry Winks to lead to the opening goal. 
Gabi floated a typically teasing ball from the left to the far post, and Walkes inadvertently diverted it to Godin, probing as ever to prod home at the back post to hand Atleti a one-goal lead heading into the break. There 
were calls for a free-kick from Spurs players as they felt Godin was standing in an offside position when Gabi made contact with the ball, but the goal stood as Walkes had headed the ball to the Uruguayan. 
Juventus, Melbourne Victory and Atletico all finished the ICC with a win apiece, while Atletico take on Melbourne Victory in Geelong on Sunday in an exhibition match. 

Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
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GMHBA Stadium, Kardinia Park, Geelong, Victoria 
(Simonds Stadium) 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Club Atlético de Madrid (Spain)..0 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Club Atlético de Madrid..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card | substitution No. Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 
GK Lawrence Thomas 13 GK Jan Oblak 46 
DF Scott Galloway 63 27 DF __|Javier Manquillo Gaitan 60 
DF ___|Nicholas Ansell 63* 33 DF __|Emiliano Velazquez Maldonado 78 
DF ___|Daniel Georgievski 63** 19 DF ___|Lucas Hernandez 
MF ___|Leigh Broxham DF Theo Hernandez 
FW ___|Besart Berisha 63*** MF Tiago Cardoso Mendes 
FW ___|Mitch Austin 63**** DF Caio Henrique Oliveira Silva 
MF Oliver Bozanié LX jail MF Oliver Torres Murioz 
MF Fahid Ben Khalfallah 634 MF Juan Moreno Fernandez 
MF _|Alan Baro Calabuig 31 FW ___|Amath Ndiaye Diedhiou 
MF Rashid Mahazi 26 FW Rafael Santos Borré Maury 
SUBSTITUTES 
DF Jason Geria 25 GK Bernabé Barragan Maestre 
DF James Donachi FW Diogo Jota Teixeita da Silva 
Stefan Nigro 15 DF Stefan Savié 

19 George Howard 69 ese" | 22, | MF [ThomasTeyePartey | CT TC 85, O* 
| 8 | MF  |SaulNiguezEsclapez | TCO 
| 35 | FW |HéctorHerndndezMarrero | | CT CTO 
fee |e i a ee eee 


Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Diego Pablo Simeone 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Alan Millinier (Australia) 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


16652 


30th. July 2016, 19.00 


match report from foxsports 

Melbourne Victory didn’t hold back against Atletico Madrid. They played close to their best starting team despite an upcoming FFA Cup clash with Newcastle on Wednesday. 

But in the end it was arguably their youngsters and goalkeeper who won them the International Champions Cup match 1-0 over the La Liga club. 

Atletico controlled the first-half before Nick Ansell headed a 44th minute goal from a Fahid Ben Khalfallah cross, but Victory managed to dominate the second-half with substitutions of their younger players. 

It ended as a great result for the A-League club after their triumph over Italian champions Juventus last week, but what did it teach Victory going forward? 

Atletico dominated the vast majority of the first-half as Victory struggled to string passes together - something that isn’t normally associated with their play. 

If not for Lawrence Thomas in goal, the A-League side easily could’ve conceded in the first period, but when Ansell scored the game swung in Victory’s favour. They came out after half time and began to control the ball, 
and that saw Atletico’s influence diminish. Even when Victory’s starters were substituted, their youngsters were able to step up and continue their dominance over proceedings. 

For Atletico’s youngsters, it would’ve worked against them with coach Diego Simeone privy to everything that his players were doing. Instead of playing themselves into first-team contention in Australia, they may have 
achieved the opposite result after the performance. 
Danny Vukovic may fast be becoming a forgotten figure at Melbourne Victory. Lawrence Thomas followed up a matchwinning performance against Juventus with another stellar outing against Atletico Madrid. 

The Victory number one made eight saves throughout the contest to deny the La Liga giant an opening goal or eventual equaliser and further cemented his importance to the A-League outfit. 

While he played down his performance after the game, Thomas will no doubt be looking forward to beginning his first season as the club’s choice goalkeeper. 

Melbourne Victory’s youngsters weren't just impressive against Atletico Madrid, they arguably put in better performances than those in the starting XI. 

The likes of Besart Berisha, Oliver Bozanic, Ben Khalfallah and Ansell were withdrawn just after the hour mark as teen Seb Pasquali and fellow kids Stefan Nigro, Chris Theoharous and George Howard entered the fray. 
Jai Ingham had already come on in the 25th minute when Mitch Austin went down injured. 

As the match wore on and Victory began to dominate more of proceedings, all five of those players created and challenged Atletico’s defence and goal. Theoharous in particular had a couple of shots while Pasquali 
looked eager and alert when he received and won the ball. 
Mitch Austin was one of Victory’s stars in his debut against Juventus, so it would of come as concern to coach Kevin Muscat when the winger went down with injury inside the first minute. 

The 25-year-old clashed knees with Atletico defender Emiliano Velazquez and eventually had to be substituted in the 25th minute. Austin was later cleared of serious injury, but Victory will be hoping he can recover as 
soon as possible for the team’s FFA Cup and A-League campaigns. 

Despite playing 11 years in Spain, centre-back Alan Baro had his first match against Atletico Madrid in a pairing with goalscorer Nick Ansell. 

The Spaniard looked composed on the ball but failed to have the type of influence that Mathieu Delpierre, last season’s Victory Medal winner, did when he was in the team. Baro has been brought in to take over from 
the retired Frenchman, but will have to battle Ansell and former Brisbane Roar defender James Donachie for a starting spot. 

Ahead of Victory’s FFA Cup clash with Newcastle on Wednesday, Ansell knows it will be a close contest. 

“We're all pretty experienced, obviously myself and James have played over 50 games in the A-League and Alan has been a quality defender in Spain for many years,” he said. 

“We're all trying to get used to playing with each other, it’s a different combination in the backline. 

“Obviously we're all fighting for that starting spot come October, but | think that brings he best out of us as players.” 


match report from Atlético de Madrid 
We closed the Australian tour with a defeat against Melbourne Victory (1-0). A solitary goal from Ansell in a strategic play at the edge of the half-time was enough for the Australians to win the game. 
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In the first half, we dominated the game and Amath, could have put our team ahead twice, first with a volley shot, and later in a one-on-one after a great pass between lines form Tiago. Other scoring chances came 
from Juan Moreno, a distant shot that the keeper failed to catch and an angled shot cross by Manquillo, after a great control with his chest. 

In the final stretch of the first half, a free kick by Melbourne Victory would be headed by Ansell, who would rise above our defenders and send it to the back of the net, which would ultimately be definitive. After this 
match, our team returns to Madrid to continue with the pre-season training in the capital. 

MELBOURNE VICTORY 1 - 0 ATLETICO DE MADRID 

Melbourne Victory: Thomas, Galloway (Geria, 63’); Ansell (Donachi, 63’); Georgievski (Nigro, 63’); Broxham, Berisha (Howard, 63’); Austin (Ingham, 24’); Bozanic (Pasquali, 63’); Ben Khalfallah (Theoharous, 63’); Baro 
and Mahazi. 

Atlético de Madrid: Oblak (Bernabé, 46’); Manquillo (Diogo Jota, 60’); Velazquez (Savic, 78’); Lucas, Theo, Tiago (Thomas, 35’, Saul, 60’); Caio, Oliver, Juan Moreno, Amath (Héctor, 60’) and Santos Borré. 
Arbitro: Alan Millinier (Australian Committee). Booked the players of Melbourne Victory: Ansell (51’) and Howard (69’). 

Events: Third friendly match of the pre-season. Simonds Stadium of Melbourne. 

GOAL: 

1-0 (43’). Ansell, finishes with a header a set-piece play. 


2016.19 


2017 


2017 AFC Champions League, East Region, Preliminary Round 2 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
31st. January 2017, 19.00 uncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 3657 
(Lang Park) 
Brisbane Roar..6 v. Global FC (Philippines)..0 
half time, Brisbane Roar..4 v. Global FC..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution No. Position ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution 


START LIST 


21 GK Jamie Young 1 GK Patrick Deyto 
13 DF Jade North 63 DF Jerry Barbaso 
5 DF Corey Brown 12 DF Amani Santos Aguinaldo 


| 4 | DF [Daniel Bowles Po [Dennis Villanueva 
| 50 | DF |Daneingham TC 
17 MF Matt McKay Paul de la Cruz Mulders 


Manuel Arana Rodriguez Matthew Hartmann 
Jacob Pepper Misagh Bahadoran 


Brett Holman Hikaru de Asis Minegishi 


Brandon Borello 


Shu Sasaki 

Joseph Katebian Ahamd Azzawi 
SUBSTITUTES 
| 26 | ~FW_ [Nicholas D'Agostino | CT C8 
| 29 [| MF |JoeCaletti CT CC 
| 20 | MF _ |ShannonBrady TC 
| 46 [| DF |CameronCrestani | CT 
| 43 | GK [TomislavBilic TC 


16 MF ___|Nathan Konstandopoulos 35 MF _|Janherc "Fritz" Aizon Brigoli 
Team Manager Team Manager 


Khamis Al Marri (Qatar) ie = 
Assistant Referee 1 [Ramzan Al Naemi (Qatar) [ Y 


Assistant Referee 2 [Mohammad Dharman (Qatar) jf 


match report from abc 

Brisbane coach John Aloisi will keep even his own players in the dark for at least three days on how he plans to manage a horror 13-day run in which the A-League club will play five games. 
The Roar's 6-0 flogging of Filipino club Global FC at Lang Park on Tuesday night set up a do-or-die date with cashed up Shanghai Shenhua in China next Wednesday. 

However it will come amidst a busy stretch for the A-League club, which began with a 2-1 win over Western Sydney on Saturday and culminates with a trip to Melbourne City on Saturday week. 
After the Roar failed in a bid to have the City game postponed to manage the players’ schedule, Aloisi has already previously stated he will split his squad for the China and Melbourne trips. 
But he says he will not be telling his players who will need to pack their bags for China, and who will be headed to Melbourne, until after Friday's A-League clash with undefeated Sydney. 

“But the players don't know what I'm going to do because it can change day to day." 

However Aloisi insisted the club were embracing the difficult period as they sit third on the A-League ladder after back-to-back domestic victories. 

"When you're playing games on a regular basis and you're winning, you just want the next game to come along. 

Those who make the trip to China for the final qualification playoff will have the chance to take on Argentinian star Carlos Tevez at his new club in Shanghai Shenhua - the former home of Tim Cahill. 
And it was something Tuesday's four-goal hero, Brandon Borrello admitted the players were already excited about. 

"With all that excitement comes a little bit of pressure," he said. 

"But with the squad we've got all the players want to play no matter who is going to be there." 

Borrello became the first A-League player to score four in an AFC Champions match, completing a hat-trick in the opening half-hour. 

Spaniard Manuel Arana also scored his first two goals for Brisbane either side of half-time, as the home side cruised to victory. 
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match report from goal.com 

The A-League club had little trouble against the champions from the Philippines to set up a clash with Shanghai Shenhua 

Brandon Borrello scored four goals as Brisbane Roar cruised past Global FC 6-0 into the next round of AFC Champions League (ACL) qualifying. 

Borrello struck a hat-trick inside the opening 30 minutes at Suncorp Stadium on Tuesday night in Roar's second preliminary round fixture, while Manuel Arana broke his duck. 
The Spanish winger scored either side of half-time - his first two goals for Roar - as Brisbane set up a ACL play-off with Shanghai Shenhua next week. 

The winner of that match will play in the ACL group stage. 

Brisbane stormed out of the blocks against their Filipino opponents and took a deserved lead with Borrello firing the hosts in front with a deflected effort after just 12 minutes. 
Borrello's second came in the 26th minute as Global goalkeeper Patrick Deyto crunched Roar striker Joey Katebian, forcing the latter off with a suspected broken collarbone. 
Roar moved 3-0 ahead soon after with Borrello completing his hat-trick, while Arana got in on the act with his maiden goal for Brisbane in the 37th minute. 

Brisbane's onslaught continued in the second stanza and their persistence was rewarded with Arana netting his second of the night with 25 minutes remaining and Borrello capped off the result with his fourth of the 
night in the 80th minute. 

John Aloisi's side will have to regroup quickly as they host A-League leaders Sydney FC on Friday night before travelling to take on Shenhua next Thursday. 


The play-off round (East Region) was played on 8th February 2017 at Hongkou Football Stadium, Shanghai, People's Republic of China between Shanghai Shenhua..0 v. Brisbane Roar..2 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group E 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
21st. February 2017, 20.00 Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 4536 
(Lang Park) 
Brisbane Roar..0 v. Muangthong United (Thailand)..0 
half time, Brisbane Roar..0 v. Muangthong United..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


(minute) Red Card| substitution . Position Name (minute) Card _|Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 


1 GK__|Kawin Thamsatchanan 
ME Manuel Arana Rodriguez 34 DF Wattana Playnum 
IF 


Thomas Oar M 


[8 | MF __|Jacob Pepper 


Chanathip Songkrasin 
Brandon Borello Francisco "Xisco" Jiménez Tejada 
Nicholas D'Agostino Teerasil Dangda 


FW 
FW 


Joe Caletti Mongkoi Thosakrai 
Thomas Broich Adisak Kraisorn 
Jamie Maclaren Sanukran Thinjom 
16 ME Nathan Konstandopoulos 26 DF Suphan Thongsong 
| 25 | DF |KyeRowles TT 
| 43 | GK |TomisiavBilic CT CC 
|_20_ | MF |ShannonBrady TC 
Team Coach John Aloisi Team Coach Totchtawan Sripan 


Team Manager [Team Manager 
Fahad Al Marri (Qatar) | 


Assistant Referee 2 [Juma Al Burshaid (Qatar) ee ___—_] 


match report from espn 

A depleted Brisbane Roar have kicked off their AFC Champions League campaign with a scoreless draw against Muangthong United at Suncorp Stadium. 

It's a result they'll probably take in the circumstances with a raft of key players missing. They had to rely on a string of strong saves from Jamie Young on Tuesday night to keep the Thai Premier League champions at 
bay. 

Skipper Matt McKay (broken nose), Thomas Kristensen (hamstring) and Luke DeVere were all ruled out as coach John Aloisi called on a number of youth players to scrape together a team for the Roar's sixth match in 
22 days. 


Striker Jamie Maclaren and veteran playmaker Thomas Broich both came off the bench in the second half but neither could find the breakthrough Brisbane needed in front of just 4,536 supporters. 


The Roar were slight favourites to win but it was never going to be an easy task against Muangthong -- six of their starting players featured for Thailand in November's 2-2 World Cup qualifying draw against the 
Socceroos. 


Brisbane were heavy-legged after Saturday's A-League clash away with the Perth Glory. 


The visitors generated the better chances on goal -- and had 16 shots to Brisbane's seven -- but simply could not get past goalkeeper Young, who Aloisi had rested from A-League duties to keep him fresh for the ACL. 


Former La Liga striker Xisco -- who transferred late last year to the Thai club -- was a constant threat up front for Muangthong but Young, stand-in captain Jade North and his rookie defensive partner Cameron Crestani 
thwarted him and his teammates at every turn. 


Crestani, making just his second senior appearance, was particularly impressive and made several key clearances and interventions. 


Nick D'Agostino came closest to scoring for the Roar just before half-time, when the 18-year-old latched onto a cross from fellow teenager Dane Ingham, who was playing just for the third time at senior level and out of 
position at left-back. 


However, Muangthong goalkeeper Kawin Thamsatchanan managed to get a hand on D'Agostino's attempt before it cannoned into the post and then out for a corner. 
Kashima Antlers won 2-0 in Group E's other match against Ulsan Hyundai, who the Roar will take on next Tuesday night in South Korea. 


The reverse group match was played on 26th April 2017 at the SCG Stadium, Nonthaburi, Thailand - score:- Muangthong United..3 v. Brisbane Roar..0 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Campbelltown Stadium, Leumeah, Sydney, 
21st. February 2017, 19.00 New South Wales 5590 


Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Urawa Red Diamonds (Japan)..4 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Urawa Red Diamonds..0 
Goal Time of Goal 
(minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) 
START LIST 


Shusaku Nishikawa 


5 Tomoaki Makino 68 
46 Ryota Moriwaki 
22 


Vedran Janjetovié 


Scott Neville 
Brendan Hamill 


6 MF 
| 30 | FW |ShinzoKoroki GT 


Steven LuStica 
Nicolds Martinez 


| 49 | FW __|Manyiel “Abraham” Majok P| 9 | FW OlYukimuto 
SUBSTITUTES 


70 
Ryan Griffiths 66 Rafael da Silva 70 
Mario Shabow 75 69 Daisuke Nasu 79 
Shannon Cole 77 Shinya Yajima 85 
Jerrad Tyson Kazuki Nagasawa 
Brendon Santalab Ado Onaiwu 
Jonathan Aspropotamitis Tetsuya Enomoto 
Terry Antonis Daisuke Kikuchi 


24 MF 38 MF 
Tony Popovié Michael Petrovic 
[Team Manager Team Manager| 


Referee Ravshan Irmatov (Uzbekistan) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Abdukhamidullo Rasulov (Uzbekistan) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Jakhongir Saidov (Uzbekistan) 


match report from espn 

Western Sydney opened their Asian Champions League campaign in dismal fashion with a 4-0 group-stage thrashing by Japanese giants Urawa Red Diamonds. 

Three days after their drought-breaking A-League Sydney derby win, a second-string Wanderers side conceded two rapid-fire second-half goals from Japan internationals Shinzo Koroki and Tadanari Lee. 
Tomoaki Makino and Rafael then finished off Western Sydney's hopes at Campbelltown Stadium on Tuesday night to deliver the 2014 champions their heaviest ACL loss across three campaigns. 

Coach Tony Popovic catered for a short three-day turnaround, along with this Saturday's trip to Perth, with six changes to his starting XI, thrusting untested teenaged striker Abraham Majok into the mix. 

It was a baptism of fire for the 18-year-old Kenyan-born South Sudanese, who led the line on club debut against one of Asia's top teams just five months after last playing in the NPL 2 for Mt Druitt Town Rangers. 
His offside goal aside, Majok battled to make a dent in the Reds, who deployed close to their strongest line-up but showed a lack of polish, expected of a team yet to start their domestic season. 

Koroki and Yuki Muto tested Vedran Janjetovic early as the visitors' menacing five-man attack probed in possession. 

The hosts held firm as the excellent Kearyn Baccus opened up play, threading a ball into the area that Majok couldn't get his boot to before he took Nico Martinez's attempt in a marginally offside position. 

But it all came undone 10 minutes after the break when an excellent play from Lee set up Koroki to tuck home. 

Only two minutes passed before Koroki turned provider to Lee, who buried a left-foot shot in the bottom-right corner before Makino side-footed home from a set piece 10 minutes later. 

If that left the result in no doubt, it only became worse for the Wanderers when Rafael beat Janjetovic at his near post. 

A small crowd of 5,590 turned out for the midweek fixture, including a strong contingent of Reds fans who at times outsang the Red and Black Bloc. 

One Reds fan was taken away by paramedics after appearing to fall very ill suddenly in the first half. 

"What happened, which is quite simple -- you get punished for mistakes," Popovic said. "That's the reality and that's a harsh lesson. The game opened up quickly once we conceded two goals in a short space of time." 
Urawa coach Mihailo Petrovic felt the scoreline did not accurately reflect the contest. 

"| really respect head coach Mr Popovic and | have sympathy with him," Petrovic said. "Today it's unlucky for him, but | hope to get a great game in the next match." 

The Wanderers head to China next week to take on Shanghai SIPG. 


a ee ee 
——— — er OF 
DF 
Aritz Borda Etxezarreta MF Yuki Abe 
oi el — 2 i Ton a 
Dimas Delgado Morgado 3 MF Tomoya Ugajin 
mpei Kusukami Wataru Endo 
a ee ee 
a ee ee ee 
PT 


The reverse group match was played on 26th April 2017 at the Saitama Stadium, Saitama, Japan - score:- Urawa Red Diamonds..6 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..1 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group H 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Coopers Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 
22nd. February 2017, 20.00 (Hindmarsh Stadium) 5071 
Adelaide United..0 v. Gamba Osaka (Japan)..3 
half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Gamba Osaka..2 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Card _|Red Card} substitution . Position (minute) Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 


GK 1 GK i Hi i 
| DF |TarekElich TF [Fabio AguiardaSilva | 
DF 
2 


Taylor Regan a ee ee Hiroki Fujiharu 


20 
i 
p 2 | i 
p 5 
4 Dylan McGowan 81(og) 2 DF Genta Miura 
ee a 
11 


10 ME 


es ee 
Riley McGree 15 MF __|Yasuyuki Konno 4541 [TT 
Jordan O'Dohert Yosuke Ideguchi re ee ee 

20 FW 


FW ___|Sergio Cirio Olivares Shun Nagasawa 
Nikola Mileusnic Ademilson Braga Bispo Junior 


Papa Babacar Diawara Ritsu Doan 
Jesse Makarounas Ryo Hatsuse 
Mark Odhiambo Ochieng Akito Takagi 
13 FW Marc Marino 5 DF Daiki Niwa 
| 74 | MF |GeorgeMells TF Kim Jung-Ya 
P45 | DF [BenjaminWarland TT 
P30 | GK [DanielMargush_ 
Team Coach Guillermo Amor Martinez Team Coach Kenta Hasegawa 
Team Manager [Team Manager 
Fahad Al Mirdasi (Saudi Arabia) | 


Assistant Referee 2 [Mohammed Al Abkari (Saudi Arabia) YO 


match report from espn 

Japanese side Gamba Osaka proved too strong for Adelaide United, running out 3-0 winners in the opening match of Group H in the Asian Champions League at Coopers Stadium on Wednesday night. 
Against the club they lost the 2008 Champions League final to, Adelaide struggled from early on in front of just more than 5,000 fans. 

Gamba showed their tactical nous and created plenty of problems for United as they switched their formations in defence in attack. 


The Reds struggled to contain the visitors and in particular Oh Jaesuk, whose cross led to the opening goal on 21 minutes, when striker Shun Nagasawa rose highest between Michael Marrone and Dylan McGowan to 
direct a powerful header past Reds 'keeper John Hall. 


The goal sparked United into action and they enjoyed a purple patch with Ben Garuccio coming to life on the left. 

He combined nicely with skipper Tarek Elrich on the half-hour as the pair worked through the Gamba defence, but Garuccio's cutback was steered clear by Jaesuk. 

Garuccio remained involved and had a shot expertly saved by Masaaki Higashiguchi, but for all of Adelaide's endeavour to find an equaliser, it was Gamba who found the net and doubled their advantage in first-half 
stoppage time, courtesy of Yasuyuki Konno. 

United enjoyed most of the possession in the second half but failed to find a way through the well-organised Gamba side. 

Jordan O'Doherty had a great chance to pull a goal back before the hour when he reacted quickest to a loose ball inside the area, but the midfielder blasted over the bar. 

Reds' new signing Baba Diawara was introduced on 65 minutes but had little impact as Gamba added a third in the final 10 minutes courtesy of a free kick from Yashuhito Endo. 

The Gamba legend, who had bossed the midfield for the entire clash, whipped in a free kick from the right and it was misjudged by Hall and ricocheted off McGowan into the empty net. 
Gamba Osaka coach Kenta Hasegawa said it was a crucial start for his side's ACL campaign. 

"In the Champions League there is only six games so winning one-by-one is important," he said. "Getting the three points in the first game, especially away is a very good start." 

Reds coach Guillermo Amor felt Gamba's big match experience was too much for United. 

"They are a strong team, we know," he said. "It's a big team, they have good players and the experience is very important in this competition." 


The reverse group match was played on 25th April 2017 at the Suita City Football Stadium, Suita, Japan - score:- Gamba Osaka..3 v. Adelaide United..3 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
15th. March 2017, 20.00 Coopers Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 3539 
(Hindmarsh Stadium) 


Adelaide United..3 v. Jeju United (Korea Republic)..3 

half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Jeju United..0 
Goal Time of Goal 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) 
START LIST 
| 7 | Gk [EugeneGalekovicé TCT 
a 


Dylan McGowan Park Jin-Po 


7 Dr Benjamin Garuccio Chung Woon 
Kim Jae-Sung Baek Dong-Gyu 

i Riley McGree Kwon Soon-Hyung 
Jordan O'Dohert 


i AW Sergio Cirio Olivares 10 FW ___|Marcelo Aparecido Toscano 71 
a Papa Babacar Diawara 51 "ak 83 88 11 FW {Hwang II-Su 


Nikola Mileusnic Jin Seong-Uk 


Mark Odhiambo Ochieng Frédéric Mendy 
Eli Babalj Ahn Hyun-Beom 
FW___|Marc Marino Aleksandar Jovanovié 


George Mells Lee Ki-Hyun 
Benjamin Warland Kim Hyeon-Ug 


Pe eT 
|__30__|_ GK __[Daniel Margush (eae ee) See es Jwa _Jun-Hyub 


Team Coach Guillermo Amor Martinez Team Coach Jo Sung-Hwan 
Team Manager | Team Manager 
Referee Khamis Al Marri (Qatar) | 
i | 
Assistant Referee 2 | Mohd Mu'azi bin Zainal Abidin (Malaysia) 


match report from epsn 

Adelaide United clawed a 3-3 draw with Korea's Jeju United on Wednesday night to bank a first point of their Asian Champions League campaign. 

The Reds held a lead, then came back twice on home turf at Hindmarsh Stadium before just 3,539 spectators -- the lowest-ever home crowd for an Adelaide United game. 

Adelaide's Senegalese frontman Baba Diawara opened the scoring from the penalty spot before the visitors responded with two rapid-fire goals. 

But Adelaide, remarkably, twice equalised within a minute of falling behind -- Sergio Cirio ended his personal 13-month scoring drought and substitute Mark Ochieng netted the last equaliser. 

After a scoreless opening half, the five goals came in a frenzied 25-minute burst to leave the Reds with a draw and two losses at the group stage midpoint in the lucrative Asian tournament. 

Diawara's coolly taken penalty in the 51st minute came after Jeju defender Oh Bansuk was struck on the arm by a Jordan O'Doherty blast -- the Korean gamely charged at the ball and had turned his body when hit. 
Diawara's strike went low left while Jeju's goalkeeper went right, giving Adelaide the sniff of an upset win. 

But the visitors went level 10 minutes later when Jeju's swivelling substitute Frederic Mendy turned his marker Dylan McGowan a metre from the near post, before scoring with a left-footer that struck the far post and 
bounced into the net. 

The galvanised Jeju then launched into full attacking mode and, in the 71st minute, were rewarded when Marcelo Toscano scored a screamer -- a first-time, right-footed thunderbolt from 22 metres. 


A minute later, Adelaide's Cirio perfectly placed a header from a slick Ben Garrucio cross, only for the visitors again to go ahead in the 84th minute when Kwon Soonhyung scored with a sweetly struck low shot from 
outside the box. 


But yet again, Adelaide answered within a minute when Ochieng curled a right-footer into the net in the 85th minute. 


The reverse group match was played on 11th April 2017 at the Jeju World Cup Stadium, Seogwipo, Korea Republic - score:- Jeju United..1 v. Adelaide United..3 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
z Campbelltown Stadium, Leumeah, Sydney, 
11th. April 2017, 20.00 New South Wales 5356 


Western Sydney Wanderers..2 v. FC Seoul (Korea Republic)..3 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. FC Seoul..2 


Red Card 


Time of 


substitution 


Position 


(minute) 


Shannon Cole 


39 


START LIST 
[Vedran Janjetovié | TC 


66* 


Yoo Hyun 
Jung In-Hwan 


D 
DF Scott Neville 
DF 


Lee Kyu-Ro 
Park Min-Gyu 


Hwang Hyun-Soo 


Lee Sang-Ho 


Aritz Borda Etxezarreta 
DF ___|Jack Clisby 
DF Jonathan Aspropotamitis 
MF Mitchell Nichols 


| 24 | MF [TerryAntonis 
| 23) | FW TLachlanScott | 9? TT 
SUBSTITUTES 


Brendan Hamill 


46 
78 DF 
MF 
66 5 MF 
Po 
(ee en ee 


Osmar Ibafiez Barba 


23 ME Lee Seok-Hyun 4 


29 ME Hwang Ki-Wook 


Sa ree 
Dejan Damjanovié 42(pk), 77] 15 | 


Cho Chan-Ho 


34 FW___[Mauro "Maurinho" Pontes Junior [7 [JT 


Dimas Delgado Morgado 


Kim Won-Sik 


Nicolas Martinez 


Kim Han-Gil 


Jerrad Tyson 


Sim Woo-Yeon 


Steven LuStica 


Yang Han-Been 


Brendon Santalab 


60 46 82 
66 89 
66* 90+3 
29 FW ___|Ryan Griffiths 
Tony Popovié Hwang Sun-Hong 


TeamManager [Team Manager 


Referee Gamini Nivon Robesh (Sri Lanka) 

Assistant Referee 1 |lran Loku Kasthotage (Sri Lanka) 

Assistant Referee 2 |Sanjeewa Wellabada Hewage Don (Sri Lanka) 

2014 winners Western Sydney Wanderers are staring at AFC Champions League elimination after a 3-2 loss to FC Seoul put their knockout stage chances out of their hands. 


match report from epsn 

Terry Antonis and Lachlan Scott scored late goals to give the Wanderers a glimmer of hope on Tuesday night at Campbelltown Stadium. But the cavalry came too late as they suffered their third loss in four games to 
slip to the bottom of Group F with three points. 

The Wanderers are all but out of the running for the knockout stage after Urawa Red Diamonds defeated Shanghai SIPG in the group's other game, to move to the top of the standings, on nine points, by virtue of a 
better head-to-head record against the Chinese side. 

Having previously lost by four-goal margins to Urawa and Shanghai, the Wanderers would need results to go their way and overturn the head-to-head deficit to progress as one of the top two teams in the group. 

On a three-day turnaround after Saturday's A-League draw with Melbourne Victory, Western Sydney dominated possession but struggled to penetrate without benched stars Nico Martinez and Brendon Santalab. 
Four minutes in they were already on the back foot when Lee Seok-hyun emerged from nowhere to blast home from 25 metres. 

Seoul were assisted in the first half by the Wanderers, who were their own worst enemy at times. 

Jumpei Kusukami bore in on goal and should have shot when one-one-one with the keeper but inexplicably opted to cut back for Mitch Nichols to sky his subsequent finish. 

Scott Neville was left with a bleeding head after being taken out by teammate Aritz Borda in an aerial contest at a corner. Neville was replaced by Brendan Hamill at half-time but played on long enough to concede a 
penalty for a relatively soft push on Brazilian attacker Maurinho. 

Veteran Montenegrin striker Dejan Damjanovic converted from the spot on 42 minutes. 

Seoul increased their lead in the second half with Demjanovic capitalising on some loose marking to clinically find the net from the edge of the box. 

Just as the contest appeared over, Jumpei came good in the 77th minute with a neat pass to set up Antonis's goal before substitute Martinez crossed for Scott to score in injury time. 


Lim Min-Hyuk 


The reverse group match was played on 15th March 2017 at the Seoul World Cup Stadium, Seoul, Korea Republic - score:- FC Seoul..2 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..3 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group E 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


12th. April 2017, 19.00 


Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 
(Lang Park) 


Brisbane Roar..2 v. Kashim 


a Antlers (Japan)..1 


5567 


half time, Brisbane Roar..1 v. 


Kashima Antlers..0 


Goal Yellow 
(minute) 


Time of Goal 
Red Card| substitution Position Name 
START LIST 


Yellow 
(minute) Card 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


1 GK__|Kwoun Sun-Tae 
| 22, [| DF |DaigoNishi_ CT 
MF Thomas Fauerskov Kristensen 40 ME Mitsuo Ogasawara 


7 
| 29 
| 70 


Joe Caletti 
to | FW [BrettHolman dT ME ShomaDoi 
9 FW i 8 14 MF Takeshi Kanamori 
Yuma Suzuki 


Brandon Borello 


Thomas Oar 
Shannon Brady 
Nicholas D'Agostino Atsutaka Nakamura 
16 ME Nathan Konstandopoulos 20 ME Kento Misao 
| 27, | GK [JamieYoung CT 
p25 | DF [KyeRowles 
p46 | DF [CameronCrestani_ TC 
Team Coach John Aloisi Team Coach Masatada Ishii 
Team Manager [Team Manager 
Wang Di (People's Republic of China) | 
Assistant Referee 1 |Ma Ji (People's Republic of China, 


Assistant Referee 2 [Zhang Cheng (People’s Republic of China) —— ay 


match report from epsn 

Brisbane Roar revived their AFC Champions League hopes with a 2-1 home victory over Japanese champions Kashima Antlers. 

Clinical finishes from Jamie Maclaren and Brett Holman put the hosts comfortably in front, before Ryota Nagaki's strike made it a nervy last 11 minutes for the home side at Suncorp Stadium. 

The opener came in the 18th minute when Brandon Borello lobbed a ball over the Japanese side's defence. After Ueda Naomichi totally missed an attempted hack clearance, Maclaren calmly drove a low left-footed half 
volley inside the far post. 

The Roar were lucky to hold this lead going into the second half as four minutes before the break Nishi Daigo met a corner at the front post. He flicked a header past Michael Theo only for the ball to come back off the 
woodwork and into the goalkeeper's arms. 

The lead was doubled four minutes after the restart when Broich squared a free kick to Thomas Kristensen. The Dane's weak effort was cleared by veteran Ogasawa Mitsuo straight to Holman on the edge of the box. 
The Socceroo then side footed a first-time finish into the corner, leaving Kwoun Suntae with no chance. 

Midway through the second half, the Japanese side should have scored when Brazilian Leo Silva hit a superb 40-yard diagonal ball over the Brisbane defence onto the head of substitute Hiroki Abe. 

But the 18-year-old striker missed the target from eight yards out. 

Eleven minutes from fulltime, Theo parried Yashushi Endo's effort out to the left hand side of the penalty area where Nakamura Atsutaka drilled a low ball across the box that Nagaki slotted home from six yards out. 
The win leaves Brisbane on four points from four games, still at the foot of Group E but now just two points behind the Antlers. 


The Roar next travel to Thailand to play Muang Thong United in a fortnight. For the trip to Thailand, they will be without suspended defenders Avram Papadopoulos and Corey Brown, who picked up bookings against the 
Antlers. 


Ryota Nagaki 
Hiroki Abe 


The reverse group match was played on 14th March 2017 at the Kashima Soccer Stadium, Kashima, Japan - score:- Kashima Antlers..3 v. Brisbane Roar..0 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
9th. May 2017, 20.00 Coopers Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 6797 
(Hindmarsh Stadium) 


Adelaide United..0 v. Jiangsu Suning (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Adelaide United..0 v. Jiangsu Suning..0 
Goal Time of Goal 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) 


START LIST 
Eugene Galekovié 25 GK 


N 
p 7 a ee 
DF Michael Marrone 39 DF Yang Boyu 
DF Dylan McGowan 28 DF Yang Xiaotian 
MF __|Kim Jae-Sung 8 MF ___|Liu Jianye 
MF Isaias Sanchez Cortés Yang Jiawei 
MF Mark Odhiambo Ochieng Ji Xiang 81 
| 78 | 
|) 11 
| 9 | 


24 MF 
| 17 | ~FW__[NikolaMileusnic 75 
SUBSTITUTES 
FW __|Eli Babalj 75 Gu Wenxiang 
DF Benjamin Warland 86 Li Ang 
Lachlan Brook 90+3 Ge Wei 
George Mells Li Haitao 
Daniel Margush Liu Wei 
Ryan Kitto 
13 FW ___|Marc Marino 
Choi Yong-Soo 
[TeamManager [Team Manager| 


Referee Mohamed Hassan Mohd (United Arab Emirates) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Mohamed Al Hammadi (United Arab Emirates) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Hassan Suqatari Al Mahri (United Arab Emirates) 


match report from epsn 

Adelaide United were knocked out of the AFC Champions League with a 1-0 home loss to China's Jiangsu Suning on Tuesday night. 

The Reds needed to win and also for Jeju United not to gain any points from a simultaneous fixture. 

But coupled with their defeat, South Korea's Jeju downed Gamba Osaka 2-0 to advance to the Round of 16. 

The 2016 A-League champions finished third in the group, some five points shy of Jeju, after an Asian campaign which returned one win, three draws and three losses. 

Before 6,797 spectators at Coopers Stadium, the Reds bossed a second-string Jiangsu. The visitors left stars like Ramires and Alex Teixeira at home, having already sewn up top spot in the group. 
But a wayward Adelaide couldn't land a punch despite basking in 71 percent possession and recording 20 shots to six, including nine to one in the opening half. 

The Reds fluffed a succession of chances. Riley McGree, Nikola Mileusnic, Sergio Cirio, Baba Diawara and Kim Jae-sung all sprayed shots wide, while Diawara also hit the post with a header. 
McGree also had an early gilt-edged chance denied when, just five metres from goal. But on his non-preferred right foot, his shot was superbly saved by Jiansgu goalkeeper Jiang Hao. 

The visitors relied exclusively on counter attacks. 

And, on 81 minutes, they made Adelaide pay for their lack of finishing polish -- a common theme in the Reds' lousy domestic campaign as well -- when Ji Xiang scored with a sweet left-footer from 15 metres out. 
Adelaide's focus now turns to signings. They have 16 players about to fall off contract and a coach, Guillermo Amor, who is weighing up his future. 
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The reverse group match was played on 1st March 2017 at the Nanjing Olympic Sports Centre, Nanjing, People's Republic of China - score:- Jiangsu Suning..2 v. Adelaide United..3 
Adelaide United was eliminated from the competition. 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group E 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. May 2017, 20.00 Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland 3245 
(Lang Park) 


Brisbane Roar..2 v. Ulsan Hyundai (Korea Republic)..3 
half time, Brisbane Roar..2 v. Ulsan Hyundai..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Card _|Red Card} substitution . Position (minute) Card |Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 


a ma 
Luke DeVere Jung g Seung-Hyun 
ea a a as a er a 
Z MF Thomas Fauerskov Kristensen Lee Ji-Hun 
Matt McKay Dimitri Petratos 
Manuel Arana Rodriguez Ivan Kovaéec 
Thomas Oar Kim Geon-Woong 
Brett Holman Seo Myeong-Won 
9 Jamie Maclaren 18, 37 Jang Seong-Jae 
| 28 | FW [BrandonBorello CT CT 78 Fur 
SUBSTITUTES 
| 26 | FW Nicholas D'Agostino | CT 2 
| 20 [| MF |ShannonBrady TCC 
| 24 | DF |ConnorNeilKazukiO'Toole [| | CT 


25 DF Kye Rowles 31 GK Jang Dae-Hee 
29 MF Joe Caletti 

43 GK Tomislav Bilic 

46 DF Cameron Crestani 


John Aloisi Team Coach Kim Do-Hoon 
Team Manager 
Mohanad Eessee Sarray (Iraq 


Assistant Referee 1 |Muayad Ali (Iraq) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Obaid Al-Swaiedi (Iraq) 
match report from epsn 

Departing forwards Jamie Maclaren and Brandon Borrello combined for one last stand as Brisbane Roar slumped to a 3-2 home defeat to Ulsan Hyundai in their farewell match for the club. 

A potent attacking partnership for the Roar over the last two seasons, the pair created two first-half goals in the AFC Champions League dead rubber on Wednesday night at Suncorp Stadium. Maclaren scored in the 
18th and 37th minutes with the lively Borrello providing the final pass on each occasion. 
Both players are bound for Europe next season and could even end up at the same club. Borrello is moving to FC Kaiserslautern, with reports also linking Socceroo Maclaren to the German second-division outfit. 

The goals put Brisbane 2-1 up after an early blunder by goalkeeper Jamie Young, who conceded a ninth-minute own goal when he fumbled an attempt from Seo Myeong-won at the back post. 

But the Roar conceded twice more to let the match slip in front of just 3,245 fans -- the club's worst AFC Champions League crowd at home. 

Maclaren had a golden chance to seal his hat trick from close range in the 53rd minute but somehow hit the woodwork with the goal at his mercy. 

The ball surged up the other end and seconds later, Ulsan made it 2-2 as Nam Hee-Cheol capitalised on a horrendous back pass from Tommy Oar, who was playing out of position at left-back. 

Then in the 76th minute, substitute Kim Young-Jin caught Brisbane's defenders napping and poked the ball home from a free kick to put them ahead. 

The Roar had enough opportunities to win the match, with Brett Holman hitting the post in the first half and Nick D'Agostino also going close with a header in the second half. 

Maclaren's brace took his final career tally at Brisbane to 43 goals in 60 appearances in all competitions, strengthening his case for a call-up for Australia's must-win World Cup qualifier against Saudi Arabia next month. 


Thomas Broich did not feature due to an ankle issue. But the two-time Johnny Warren medallist is also leaving the Roar after seven seasons and told Fox Sports before the match he was content with his decision. 
"I feel like my work here is done. It's time for a new chapter," Broich said. 


However, the 36-year-old said he was in "no man's land" and has received no offers for next season, conceding he may end up retiring instead of playing on. 


The reverse group match was played on 28th February 2017 at the Ulsan Munsu Football Stadium, Ulsan, Korea Republic - score:- Ulsan Hyundai..6 v. Brisbane Roar..0 
Brisbane Roar was eliminated from the competition. 
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2017 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group F 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Campbelltown Stadium, Leumeah, Sydney, 
10th. May 2017, 20.00 New South Wales 5271 


Western Sydney Wanderers..3 v. Shanghai SIPG (People's Republic of China)..2 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..2 v. Shanghai SIPG..2 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name (minute) Card _|Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) Card |Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 
20 GK Vedran Janjetovié 22 GK 
CC 
2 DF Shannon Cole 90+2 23 DF Fu Huan 


Aritz Borda Etxezarreta 2 — — (— Zhang Wei 
28 DF 


22 DF Jonathan Aspropotamitis He Guan 

14 MF Jumpei Kusukami Odil Akhmedov 

7 MF Steven LuStica Lin Chuangyi 

10 MF ___|Nicolds Martinez Zhang Yi 

24 MF Terry Antonis Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 
15 MF 


Kearyn Byron Baccus 7 FW Wu Lei 1 

| 23, [| FW [LachlanScott CT CC tt wet enn 

SUBSTITUTES 

| 77 | FW [Brendon Santalab | CT B77 DF ZhangHuachen dT 
4 DF 


GK Jerrad Tyson Wang Shenchao 
MF Mitchell Nichols Cai Huikang 
MF Dimas Delgado Morgado Chen Wei 


Yu Hao 


Luis "André" Pina Cabral Villas-Boas 
[Team Manager [Team Manager| 
Turki Al Khudair (Saudi Arabia I 


Assistant Referee 1 |Fahad Al Amri (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Alshammari Zaid (Saudi Arabia) 


match report from epsn 

Western Sydney salvaged some pride from their dead-and-buried AFC Champions League campaign, defeating big-spending Shanghai SIPG 3-2 in their final group game at Campbelltown. 

Jaushua Sotirio scored the 89th-minute winner to break a 2-2 deadlock that lasted more than an hour on Wednesday night and give the Wanderers their second win of the tournament. 

In a frantic start, the hosts found themselves down 1-0 after just 21 seconds, before racing back to a 2-1 lead five minutes later. 

It was a remarkable turnaround for 2014 champions, who copped the third-fastest goal in ACL history when Wu Lei struck from just inside the area from the kick off. 

By the third minute Jumpei Kusukami had brought the hosts level. He latched onto a Terry Antonis ball and fired home before the Japanese import set up Steven Lustica for the Wanderers’ second in the sixth minute. 
It sent the small Red and Black Bloc contingent into flare-ignited raptures at Campbelltown Stadium, where 5,271 fans had turned out for the dead-rubber match that doubled as a farewell to departing foundation player 
Shannon Cole. 

Predictably, SIPG coach Andre Villas-Boas didn't risk his star Brazilians Oscar and Hulk, given his Chinese Super League giants are already safely through to the knockout stages. 

And with nothing on the line for either side, the contest was played with a jaunty freedom underpinned by brittle defence at both ends. 

Perth-bound Scott Neville was a late withdrawal, leaving Jonathan Aspropotamitis to play out of position at right-back. 

Aritz Borda plugged the gap in central defence, where he botched a tackle on Elkeson to concede a 23rd-minute penalty that the Brazilian striker duly converted. 

A cagey second half allowed for few openings but Jumpei notched another assist late, providing for Sotirio prod home. 


The reverse group match was played on 28th February 2017 at the Shanghai Stadium, Shanghai, People's Republic of China - score:- Shanghai SIPG..5 v. Western Sydney Wanderers..1 
Western Sydney Wanderers was eliminated from the competition. 
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Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
9th. June 2017, 20.00 


Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 


Fine 


Goal 
Name (minute) 


Red Card 


Argentina..1 v. Brazil..0 
half time, Argentina..1 v. Brazil..0 


Time of 
substitution 


Goal 


No. Position Name (minute) 


95569 


Red Card} substitution 


START LIST 


Weverton "Weverton" Pereira da 


: eK Silva 


DF Fagner "Fagner" Conserva Lemos 


2 
3 Thiago Emiliano da Silva (c 
4 


Lucas Rodrigo Biglia 


DF 
Carlos "Gil" Gilberto Nascimento 
DF ; 
Silva 
6 DF Filipe Luis Kasmirski 
MF 


Fernando "Fernandinho" Luiz 
Roza 


Ever Maximiliano David Banega 


MF Philippe Coutinho Correia 


Angel Fabian Di Maria Hernandez 


José "Paulinho" Paulo Bezerra 
MF fs ge 
Maciel Junior 


Lionel Andrés "Leo" Messi (c) 


Renato Soares de Oliveira 


FW Augusto 


Paulo Bruno Exequiel Dybala 


FW ___|Willian "Willian" Borges da Silva 


Gonzalo Gerardo Higuain 


FW. Gabriel Fernando de Jesus 


Emanuel Hernan Mammana 


Marcio "Rafinha" Ferreira de 
Souza 


DF Nicolas Alejandro Tagliafico 


IF 
F : 
IF Guido Rodriguez 

IF 


| owe | Carlos Joaquin Correa 
Nahuel Ignacio Guzman 
Palomeque 


Gi 
Gi 


MI 

MI 

MI 

Ml 
iK 
iK. Geronimo Rulli 

MI 


= ND 


Lucas Nicolas Alario 


Giuliano "Giuliano" Victor de Paula 


Douglas Costa de Souza 
[Marcos JavierAcuna | TT FW __|Taison "Taison" Barcellos Freda 


23 GK Diego Alves Carreira 


12 GK Ederson "Ederson" Santana de 
Moraes 
16 DF Alex Sandro Lobo Silva 


14 DF David Luiz Moreira Marinho 


13 DF Jemerson Jemerson" de Jesus 
Nascimento 
20 DF 


Rodrigo Caio Coquette Russo 


FW Mauro Emanuel Icardi Rivero 


21 Diego de Souza Andrade 


Eduaro Antonio "Toto" Salvio 


MF Leandro Daniel Paredes 


DF Federico Julian Fazio 


7 FW 
MF 

| MF | 

| DF | 


~ ND 
FH 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


a 
a ee 
a ee ee ey 


Rodrigo "Rodriguinho" Eduardo 
Costa Marinho 


Jorge Sampaoli Adenor Leonardo Bacchi "Tite" 


Team Manager 


Chris Beath (Australia) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Nathan MacDonald (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Paul Cetrangolo (Australia) 
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match report from SBS 

Jorge Sampaoli fielded an XI with an attacking mindset for his first game as Argentina boss, with Messi, Gonzalo Higuain, Paulo Dybala and Angel Di Maria all selected but it took them right up until the end of the first 
half to eventually find the breakthrough courtesy of defender, Mercado. 

The Selecao were left to rue consecutive misses from Gabriel Jesus and Phillipe Coutinho in the second period, giving boss Tite his first defeat since taking over the side from Dunga in June 2016. 

The first chance of the match came after Paulo Dybala played Angel Di Maria down the lift wing with a superbly placed pass between two Brazilian defenders, with the Paris Saint Germain playmaker's shot rebounding 
off the near post in the sixth minute. 

Both sides had their chances, with Renato Augusto firing over the bar and Nicolas Otamendi producing a goal-saving sliding tackle to stop Phillipe Coutinho from getting a shot on goal. 

It took right up until the 45th minute for defender Gabriel Mercado to break the deadlock as he pounced on a loose ball that bounced off the post from an Otamendi shot, easing it into an open net after Brazil keeper 
Weverten dived to save the initial attempt. 

Brazil should have equalised in the 64th minute when Gabriel Jesus scuffed an open shot on goal, with his shot rebounding off the post with Brazilian hearts broken again when Willian hit the post on the rebound. 
Brazil bought on Douglas Costa shortly after to try to find a break through, continuing to probe the Argentine defence but failed to find a breakthrough. 

Australia take on the Brazilians on June 13 in another friendly, while Argentina meet Singapore before they attempt to revive their World Cup qualifying campaign against Uruguay later on in August. 


match report from ABC. 

While all eyes were on the likes of Lionel Messi, Philippe Coutinho and Paulo Dybala, it was Argentine defender Gabriel Mercado who tapped in the winner in the first half. 

Brazil had its chances to win the clash, with Gabriel Jesus hitting the post, only to watch on as Willian hit the follow-up shot off the upright in the second half. 

After pre-match speculation Messi would not start the match, Argentina's phenomenon did take to the field for the full 90 minutes, only to be subjected to a bruising physical touch-up from Brazil's defenders. 

Often the subject of physical attention due to his status as one of the world's greatest players, Messi found himself in the sights of Brazil full-back Rafinna, who had no qualms shunting the airborne playmaker - looking 
to control an aerial ball with his chest - to the ground with a shoulder in the back. 

The packed MCG crowd would have hoped for something more than just the solitary goal, but that's all that eventuated in a physical clash when Angel di Maria put in a looping centre into the box, headed onto the post 
before Mercado tapped home from close range. 

Brazil had enough chances throughout to make a game of it, with Liverpool star Coutinho and Chinese Super League-based Renato Augusto firing over the bar to spurn decent counter attacks. 

But the glaring opportunity gone begging went to a combined effort from Manchester City young gun Gabriel Jesus, who burst past the keeper only to shoot against the post. 

That promptly rebounded to winger Willian, who also contrived to hit the opposite post as Argentina cleared its lines. 

Brazil next plays Australia on Tuesday night at the MCG in a mouth-watering prospect for Socceroos fans. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 
13th. July 2017, 20.00 New South Wales (Stadium Australia) 80432 


Sydney FC..0 v. Arsenal (England)..2 

half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Arsenal..1 
Goal Time of Goal 
(minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Petr Cech 

DF Krystian Bielik 
Paulo Retre DF Sead Kola $ inac 
Sebastian Ryall MF Francis Coquelin 

aE Joshua Brillante MF Cohen Bramall 

MF Brandon O'Neill MF Reiss Nelson 

MF aler que (=) i 
David Carney Mesut Ozil 
Charles Lokoli Ngoy Theo Walcott 
Matt Simon Danny Welbeck 


Nicola Kulevski Emiliano Martinez 
Chistopher Zuvela Nacho Monreal 
Matthew Green 35 ME Mohamed Elnen 


ee Jredale a (PI MF __|Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 


Ge Patrick Flottmann ee a (EC MF _| Alexander lwobi 


16 MF Sam Mc I Iihatton 29 MF Granit Xhaka 

23 FW Juan Zapata Alexandre Lacazette 
12 DF Brendan Curtis Olivier Giroud 

25 MF Andrea Agamemnonos Donyell Malen 

3 DF Liam McGing Eddie Nketiah 

20 GK Duro Dragicevic 


[10_| MF _|Milos Ninkovic |_| |_|} |__| 

Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach Arséne Wenger 
Team Manager [Team Manager 

Referee Shaun Evans (Australia) | 

Assistant Referee 1 | 

Assistant Referee 2 


match report from espn 

Alexandre Lacazette marked his Arsenal debut with a goal as the Gunners beat Sydney FC 2-0 in their first preseason friendly on Thursday. 

Lacazette came on in the second half and only needed 15 minutes to open his Arsenal account, showing proof of his clinical finishing ability by side-footing in a low cross from Alex Iwobi. 

The Gunners' record signing, who was bought from Lyon in a deal that could be worth up to £52 million, started on the bench but was brought on by Arsene Wenger as part of wholesale changes with a bit more than 20 
minutes remaining. 

Per Mertesacker had given Arsenal an early lead with an acrobatic volley after a corner in the fourth minute, but goalkeeper Andrew Redmayne made a string of saves to prevent the Gunners from increasing the lead - 
including on Danny Welbeck's first-half penalty. 

Wenger started with an intriguing mix of experience and youth, as 17-year-olds Reiss Nelson and Joe Willock made their first-team debuts alongside Cohen Bramall, the left-back who was signed from non-league side 
Hednesford Town in January. 

Nelson and Bramall both impressed in their wing-back positions as Wenger stuck with a back-three formation, with new signing Sead Kolasinac as one of the centre-backs. Willock, whose older brother Chris left the 
club this month to sign with Benfica, nearly scored with a good solo run after going past two defenders to break into the area, but had his shot saved by Redmayne. 

But the debutant who stole the show was undoubtedly Lacazette, who only needed one scoring chance to show why Wenger spent big on bringing him to the club. With lwobi breaking down the right flank, Lacazette 
found space in the box for the midfielder to pick him out, and calmly slotted the ball past Redmayne from just outside the six-yard box. 

Lacazette came on together with Olivier Giroud and played alongside his fellow France international up front, with two more forwards -- 18-year-old academy products Eddie Nketiah and Donyell Malen -- playing on the 
wings. It was a gung-ho attacking lineup that's only likely to be seen in friendlies but it paid off as Redmayne finally had to surrender a second goal, having also denied Theo Walcott and Bramall earlier in the game. 
Arsenal play Western Sydney Wanderers on Saturday before travelling to China, with games against Bayern Munich in Shanghai and Chelsea in Beijing next week. 
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Venue 


Weather Temperature 


Attendance 


Date & Time 
15th. July 2017, 20.00 


ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay, Sydney, 
New South Wales (Stadium Australia) 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 


v. Arsenal (England)..3 


83221 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Arsenal..3 


Time of 


Red Card| substitution Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card| substitution 


GK 


GK Vedran Janjetovié 
DF Robert Cornthwaite 
Brendan Hamill 


Joshua Risdon 


DF 


David Ospina Ramirez 
Nacho Monreal 


Laurent Koscieiny 


Aaron Ramsey 37 


Jack Clisby 


Granit Xhaka 


67 


Jumpei Kusukami 


Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 


67 


Steven LuStica 


Mohamed Elneny 


66* 


Rolieny Bonevacia 


Ainsley Maitland-Niles 


67" 


Kearyn Baccus 


Jacob Melling 


12 FW 


SUBSTITUTES 


Olivier Giroud 33 


Alexandre Lacazette 


| 49 | FW_[Manyiel “Abraham” Majok 17 MF ___|Alexander Iwobi 


Ww Oriol Riera Magem 
IF Christopher Herd 
DF Michael Thwaite 


61 
61* 


26 GK 
11 FW 


Emiliano Martinez 
Mesut Ozil 
Krystian Bielik 


Tate Russell 


Joseph Willock 


Marc Tokich 


Reiss Nelson 


Tariq Maia 


Eddie Nketiah 


Nicholas Suman 


Danny Welbeck 


Matthew Leece 


Francis Coquelin 


Kyle Cimenti 


FW. 
John Hall 
[ie | = 
er eee) 


Team Coach Tony Popovic 


31 DF 


Team Coach 


Sead KolaSinac 


Team Manager 


[Team Manager 


Referee Jarred Gillett (Australia) 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from Arsenal FC 


The Australia leg of our pre-season tour drew to a close with a 3-1 win over Western Sydney Wanderers. 
Olivier Giroud opened the scoring with a trademark first-time finish at the near post after a powerful run down the left from Nacho Monreal. 

The Spaniard belied his defensive position to set up the second goal too, Aaron Ramsey running onto his long pass to lift the ball over Vedran Janjetovic. 
Wanderers made it a physical game with Giroud on the receiving end of much of the buffeting and Granit Xhaka getting involved in a spiky exchange. 

But our football did the talking and Mohamed Elneny strode forward from defence to score a third from Alex lwobi’s lay-off, his shot taking a wicked deflection. 

Our pace dropped in the second half and Steven Lustica scored from close range at the second attempt after we were penalised for a backpass from Ramsey. 
Arsene Wenger repeated his tactical approach from Thursday’s win over Sydney FC, replacing his goalkeeper at half-time and every outfield player after 66 minutes. 
Mesut Ozil was one of the subs and he curled a free-kick against the post with six minutes left. Eddie Nketiah hit the same post even later. 


match report from espn 


Arséne Wenger 


Arsenal finished their preseason tour of Australia with a comfortable 3-1 win over Western Sydney Wanderers, thanks to goals by Olivier Giroud, Aaron Ramsey and Mohamed Elneny. Nacho Monreal provided two 
classy assists as a second-gear Arsenal made light work of Western Sydney in front of 83,221 fans at ANZ Stadium. 
The Gunners raced into a three-goal lead before Steve Lustica pulled one back for the Wanderers in the second half, though the Premier League side barely broke a sweat. 
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger made a 10 second-half substitutions, introducing summer signing Sead Kolasinac and youngsters Eddie Nketiah and Krystian Bielik. 


Giroud, who conceded this week that his future may lie elsewhere, was handed a start up front while the club-record signing set to usurp him, fellow French forward Alexandre Lacazette, was deployed on the left wing 
in a sign Wenger is testing whether the pair can work in tandem. 

Giroud at first attempted a wayward side-volley and then directed a header straight at Wanderers goalkeeper Vedran Janjetovic. But he made it count in the 33rd minute when Monreal embarked on a one-two with 
Lacazette before cutting back for Giroud to bury in the top corner. 

Five minutes later, Monreal drove a long ball over for Ramsey to lob over an on-rushing Janjetovic. 

By half-time the Wanderers had watched their defences breached for a third time, much to the chagrin of defender Brendan Hamill, whose leg offered the unfortunate deflection for Elneny's goal. 

The Egyptian nearly nipped in for his second after the break via a tremendous shot from the edge of the box that clipped the inside of the crossbar but somehow bounced out. 

The Wanderers had their consolation just before the hour mark when Lustica unleashed a close-range free kick into the wall before tucking the rebound into the roof of the net. 


2017.15 


2018 


2018 AFC Champions League, Preliminary Round 2, East Region 
Date & Time Venue 


23rd. January 2018, 20.00 Queensland Sport and Athletics Centre, Brisbane, 240 1279 
Queensland 


Brisbane Roar..2 v. Ceres-Negros FC (Philippines)..3 
half time, Brisbane Roar..1 v. Ceres-Negros FC..1 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
START LIST 
21 GK Jamie Young 1 GK Antonio "Toni" Doblas Santana 
DF Avraam Papadopoulos Manuel "Super" Herrera L6pez 
DF Jack Hingert Jeffrey Mallen Christiaens 
DF ___|lvan Franji¢ Carlos Martinez de Murga 
DF Daniel Bowles Junior Mufioz 
2 DF Stephan Cabizares Schrock 
p17 | MF [MattMcKay CT Omid Lazarte Nazari 
Kevin Langbehn Ingreso 
pC SMF [MikeGelitoott 
| 70 | FW |BrettHolman CTC FW __|José Porteria 
| 9 ~[ FW |MassimoMaccarone | 35 T9043 TCT 7 OT FW_[ Bienvenido Marafién Morejon ___|_43, 65 


Jade North Takumi Uesato 
Eric Bauthéac Sean Kane 
Shannon Brady Arnie Lim Pasinabo 
Corey Gameiro Joshua Dutosme 


Adam Sawyer Louie Casas 
Brendan White Patrick Alcala Reichelt 


31 GK 
| FW [NessiRamos CT 
Team Coach John Aloisi Team Coach Risto Vidakovic Savic 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Yudai Yamamoto (Japan) 


Assistant Referee 2 |lsao Nishihashi (Japan) 


match report from Business World 

Local side Ceres-Negros FC fashioned out a big upset in its AFC Champions League bid on Tuesday night as it defeated Brisbane Roar, 3-2, in their second preliminary round qualifier match in Australia. 

The win pushed Ceres to a meeting with Chinese club Tianjin Quanjian FC next week where a victory earns it a spot in the Champions League, an achievement which is being hailed by various stakeholders. 

The “Busmen’” fell behind early to Brisbane when Massino Maccarone punched through in the 35th minute of the match played at the Queensland Sports and Athletics Centre. 

But Bienvenido Maranon would pull Ceres even two minutes before the halftime break as he took advantage of a scramble in the goalmouth and scored. 

Ceres built on the momentum it got in the windup of the first half with Mr. Maranon striking anew in the 65th minute to make it 2-1. 

Omar Nazari then made it a two-point cushion for Ceres when he struck inside the box in the 75th minute. 

Brisbane tried to rally back and salvage its campaign thereafter and pulled within one with an Eric Bautheac goal in the 86th minute but that was the closest they could get as Ceres went for the closeout and secured 
the big victory. 
Seeing the significance of what Ceres had done, that made it the first Philippine football club to make it to the playoff stage of the AFC Champions League, many local stakeholders greeted it with much celebration and 
hope, including the Philippines Football League (PFL), where Ceres plays and is the inaugural champion. 

“Congratulations to Ceres-Negros FC for a monumental win in the AFC Champions League second preliminary round over an Australian side,” said PFL Chief Executive Officer Lazarus J. Xavier in a statement. 

For local football writer and observer Lorenzo Del Carmen, what Ceres had achieved in the AFC Champions League is a “milestone” feat and a welcome development. 

“It's a milestone. No doubt about it. Before the game, no Filipino football fan imagined that a local club can nail a win in the AFC Champions League,” said Mr. Del Carmen, who writes for local site Tiebreaker Times, 
when asked for his thoughts by BusinessWorld . 
“Last year Global [FC] was trashed, 0-6, by Brisbane Roar. Everyone expected Brisbane to eliminate Ceres because of that result, but the latter had other plans,” he added. 

Mr. Del Carmen also expressed hope that Ceres’ victory would inspire many to support football in the country. 

“Ceres going past Brisbane brings good news to the local club football scene after Meralco and Ilocos announced they won’t compete in the upcoming PFL season. Let's hope local businessmen will take note of Ceres’ 
progress as qualifying and competing in continental competitions will add a certain prestige to not just the club itself but also the brand and city,” he said. 

Mr. Del Carmen went on to say that against Tianjin, Ceres faces another uphill climb but noted anything is possible and that any achievement by the club from hereon in the AFC Champions League is already a “bonus.” 
“Does Ceres have a chance against Chinese club Tianjin Quanjian? Well, no pressure on the Busmen. The salary of Tianjin’s star players would be enough to run a PFL club or maybe even a PBA (Philippine Basketball 
Association) team. In fact, Ceres’ duel with Tianjin is an achievement for the club itself,” he said. 

Ceres versus Tianjin is set for Jan. 30 at the Tianjin Olympic Center Stadium. The winner of the match earns a spot in Group E of the Group Stage of the AFC Champions League. 
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match report from Courier-Mail 

Roar coach John Aloisi refuses to resign despite his club’s horror season hitting a new low with a 3-2 AFC Champions League playoff loss to Filipino club Ceres-Negros. 
Despite their poor A-League campaign, the Roar had been expected to account for the unfancied visitors at the Queensland Sport and Athletics Centre on Tuesday night. 
At the same stage of the tournament last year, the Roar thrashed another Filipino outfit, Global FC, 6-0. 

But in front of just 1279 fans, it was Brisbane who were this time embarrassed by a club still in its pre-season. 

Despite having received full support from the Roar board on more than one occasion this season, Aloisi is under increasing pressure after one of the most humiliating results in the club’s history. 
But Aloisi vowed not to fall on his own sword, saying if Roar officials wanted him gone, they would have to sack him. 

“| won't walk away — | don’t give up,” a defiant Aloisi said. 

“There'll be changes, that’s for sure, changes within the football club and changes within our playing squad. 

“If the people up above want something different and they don’t think that I’m the man to take them forward, then they'll make that call, but | won’t walk.” 

Aloisi said his players had to take responsibility for the result. 

“Obviously they underestimated them (Ceres-Negros) — | know | didn't,” he said. 

“Even when we went 1-0 up the players must have thought they were going to cruise through that game.” 

Brisbane woke from an early slumber when they went ahead in the 35th minute through veteran striker Massimo Maccarone. 

But if the Roar thought the floodgates were about to open, they were sadly mistaken. 

Ceres-Negros equalised in the 43rd minute after Brisbane failed to clear a corner. Spaniard Bienvenido Maranon capitalised to smash the ball in off the crossbar. 

The visitors took a deserved lead in the 65th minute when Maranon scored his second of the night after being afforded too much space by a dozing Roar defence. 

Worse was to follow for Brisbane in the 75th minute when Omid Nazari put the visitors 3-1 up after the Roar again failed to deal with a corner. 

Substitute Eric Bautheac pulled one back for the Roar in the dying stages but there was to be no equaliser on a shocking night for the three-time A-League champions. 
The shambolic evening was perhaps best summed up when Bautheac was stuck on the sidelines for more than five minutes because a second No. 22 jersey could not be found after the numbers peeled off the back of 
his shirt. 

Aloisi could not explain why there wasn’t another No. 22 jersey available. 

“| don’t know. | don’t do the jerseys. Do you want me to do everything?” he said. 
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2018 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
13th. February 2018, 19.30 Melbourne Ce pst Melbourne, Victoria Mild 24C 5127 


Melbourne Victory..3 v. Ulsan Hyundai (Korea Republic)..3 
half time, Melbourne Victory..2 v. Ulsan Hyundai..2 
Goal Yellow Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name (minute) . Position Name (minute) | __Card substitution 


Lawrence Thomas Yong-Dae 
it 


20 GK 1 GK ___[Kim Yo 
Rhys Williams 54 Kang Min-Soo 


DF __|Kim Chang-Soo 
17 DF DF __|Park Joo-Ho 


a 
=| 
a 
10 MF James Troisi Richard Windbichler 
21 ME Carl Valeri Jeong Jae-Yong 
ae ae 
i a 


6 ME 
MF 
FW 
FW - 
wiki 


FW _|Leroy Giovanni George Hwang I|-Su 
9 FW Kosta Barbarouses Fl Kim Sung-Ju 
: ; Gleidionor "Junior Negrao" 
Kenjok Athiu Figueiredo Pinto Junior 


31 FW __|Christian Theoharous 
16 MF 


MF ey ae 
Joshua Hope MF Kim In-Sung 
Stefan Nigro Oh Seung-Hoon 
Matthew Acton Lee Myung-Jae 
Jai Mau'u Ingham Lim Jong-Eun 


Cameron McGilp Han Seung-Gyu 
Kevin Muscat Team Coach Kim Do-Hoon 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Yaser Abdulla Tulefat (Bahrain) 

Assistant Referee 2 |Ebrahim Sabt Moosa Saleh (Bahrain) 


match report from espn 

Melbourne Victory have shown their resilience amid trying times by coming from behind three times in a 3-3 draw with Ulsan Hyundai in the Asian Champions League. 

Leroy George's double and Rhys Williams' header earned Victory a point against the South Korean visitors in their ACL opener in Melbourne, snapping a three-game losing streak for Kevin Muscat's team. Just 5,127 
attended the A-League's first continental clash of the season. 

And while the result won't help Victory progress out of their imposing ACL group, their performance yielded a Tuesday night goal-fest. 

Ulsan, playing ahead of their season kick-off on March 1, retreated for the opening 20 minutes but then snatched the lead. 

Mislav Orsic, their Croatian star, sent a free kick in the bottom corner from all of 30 metres, defying an outstretched Lawrence Thomas. 

Victory found resolve after going behind, with George tapping in from Besart Berisha's shot on the turn just two minutes later. 

On 34 minutes, another set piece did for Victory when Austrian centre-back Richard Windbichler nodded in Orsic's corner at the near post. 

Again, Victory needed just a couple of minutes to be back on terms, and again, it was George. The Dutch winger cut in from the left and played a fine one-two with Berisha before side-footing home with power past Kim 
Yong-dae. 

Half-time brought blessed relief to anyone with high blood pressure after four goals in 13 minutes. But Orsic was at it again on 51 minutes, scoring the night's best effort for his second, stepping around Terry Antonis 
and curling home from outside the box. 

Despite going behind a third time, Victory always looked like finding another response. It came when Williams snuck behind the sleeping Ulsan defence to nod home George's free kick from close range. 

Substitute Kenny Athiu was prominent as Victory made the running for the night's seventh goal, but it never came. 

It was the first time in three attempts that Victory have failed to win when given a home match to start their ACL campaign. 

Given stern tests against Chinese Super League club Shanghai SIPG and Japanese champions Kawasaki Frontale await, Victory will need to step up if they're to reach the round of 16 in Asia. 


The reverse group match was played on 4th April 2018 at the Ulsan Munsu Football Stadium, Ulsan, Korea Republic - score:- Ulsan Hyundai..6 v. Melbourne Victory..2 
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2018 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
14th. February 2018, 19.30 Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, Overcast, warm 31C 6349 
New South Wales (Allianz Stadium) 


Sydney FC..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings (Korea Republic)..2 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Suwon Samsung Bluewings..0 
Goal Yellow Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) . Position (minute) |__Card substitution 


ne 2 GK__|NoDon 


GK 0! 
DF __|Luke Wilkshire 


7 DE 7 
i 

ME Milos Ninkovié MF Yeom Ki-Hun 

MF 

MF 


Deyvison "Bob6" da Silva 71 10 Dejan Damjanovié 
Wagner "Waguininho" da Silva 
Souza 


Alex Brosque 


David Carney Cho Won-Hee 

Matthew Simon Lim Sang-Hyub 

Charles Lokoli Ngoy Ku Ja-Ryong 

Alex Cisak FW___|Jeon Jin-Woo 

Kim Jong-Woo 

Park Hyung-Jin 

Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach Seo Jung-Won 

Team Manager Team Manager 
Mohamed Hassan Mohd (United Arab Emirates) 


Assistant Referee 2 [Hassan Sugatari Al Mahri (United Arab Emirates) <i er 


match report from espn 

For all the talk of Sydney FC being a shot at lifting the Asian Champions League trophy, they will have to do better than their 2-0 humbling by Suwon Bluewings. 

In the Sky Blues' first continental litmus test over their one-and-a-half seasons of A-League dominance, the reigning champions suffered a first home defeat in almost two years. 

They were silenced by a South Korean team still in preseason, thanks to a wonder strike and penalty from former Montenegro international Dejan Damjanovic. 

Perhaps a symptom of a short four-day turnaround, Graham Arnold's men lacked their customary verve in their opening Group H match on Wednesday night at Allianz Stadium, despite Suwon travelling without former 
Sky Blues defender Matt Jurman. 
And it will only get harder, with a trip to play Chinese heavyweights Shanghai Shenhua in a week, followed by J-League side Kashima Antlers. 

Only 6,349 turned out to watch as a full-strength Sydney line-up moved their visitors side to side in a futile bid for an opening. 

It was a task rendered more difficult by Suwon's well-structured defence, though their backline had little to do with Alex Brosque's scuffed shot and Bobo's skyward header. 

The best two chances of the first half fell to Suwon, when Damjanovic fired his shot over in the second minute and Cristovam skewed to the left just before the break. 

In little consolation for omitted Dutch defender Jordy Buijs, both came about through errors by his replacement Aaron Calver, whose shaky moments could be attributed to a total of nine minutes of A-League football 
this season. Sydney continued to push but Suwon had their first goal just after the hour mark. 

Damjanovic ensured it arrived with gusto, the K-League's top scorer sweeping in a magnificent shot from 25 metres out. 

Ten minutes later, they may well have had another but for Michael Zullo's last-ditch clearance to deny Waguininho on the goalline and keep the hosts in the game. 

It didn't matter once Brandon O'Neill handballed in the box and Damjanovic stroked home the penalty. 


The reverse group match was played on 3rd April 2018 at the Suwon World Cup Stadium, Suwon, Korea Republic - score:- Suwon Samsung Bluewings..1 v. Sydney FC..4 
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2018 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
7th. March 2018, 19.30 Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, Partly cloud and breeze 21C 6442 
New South Wales (Allianz Stadium) 


Sydney FC..0 v. Kashima Antlers (Japan)..2 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Kashima Antlers..1 
Goal Yellow Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) . Position (minute) | __Card substitution 


GK ne 21 GK__|Hitoshi Sogahata 
DF 


DF Aaron Calver Tomoya Inukai 
ME David Carne’ Hugo "Léo" Silva Serejo 


ME 
MF 
43 60 14 F 


Matthew Simon Takeshi Kanamori 
Alex Brosque Yuma Suzuki 


Paulo Pereira Retre Koki Anzai 
Deyvison "Bobo" da Silva Kazuma Yamaguchi 
Anthony Kalik Kento Misao 
Benjamin Warland Kwoun Sun-Tae 


3 DF 

19 MF Itsuki Oda 
0 G 

21 FW. 


| 19 | MF 
Alex Cisak 
| 21 |  FW_ [Charles Lokoli Ngo 


Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Ahmed Al Kaf (Oman) 


Assistant Referee 2 [Rashid Al Ghaithi (Oman) a 


match report from espn 

Sydney FC have left themselves with an Asian Champions League mountain to climb after a 2-0 home defeat to J-League powerhouse Kashima Antlers. 

The Group H leaders were too much for Sydney, who were left with a single point from three games. 

Shoma Doi and Naomichi Ueda scored for Kashima as ex-Western Sydney Wanderers coach Tony Popovic and his assistant Zeljko Kalac watched from the Allianz Stadium stands on Wednesday night. 

The win lifts Kashima to seven points with Sydney hopeful Suwon Bluewings and Shanghai Shenhua draw to give their round-of-16 aspirations a boost. 

"We conceded two very sloppy goals from set pieces," Sydney coach Graham Arnold said. "We probably had the two biggest moments in the game to score. When you take those big moments, it's a totally different 
game." 

With Milos Ninkovic out of the squad due after injuring a hamstring in the loss at Newcastle on Saturday and Bobo relegated to the bench due to a back issue, Matt Simon led the attack along with David Carney and 
regulars Alex Brosque and Adrian Mierzejewski. 

What Sydney lacked in pace, the team at least initially made up for in defensive fortitude, and the opening exchanges were tight before Michael Zullo pulled up with a hamstring problem in the 24th minute. 

Luke Wilkshire was promptly shifted to left-back and Paulo Retre introduced at right-back, just in time for Kashima to break the deadlock on 40 minutes. 

Doi was left unmarked in the box to sidefoot his shot past Andrew Redmayne after Yuma Suzuki's miscued effort from a corner found his teammate. 

Ryota Nagaki was lucky to get away with a late tackle just before halftime that left Brandon O'Neill struggling and triggered a heated war of words on the way down the tunnel. 

Somewhat ironically, O'Neill received his second yellow card of the ACL for a challenge on Atsutaka Nakamura after the break and will be suspended for next week's rematch in Japan. 

But something in Sydney sparked and with Bobo replacing Simon, Mierzejewski started to pepper the visitors' goal. 

Kashima goalkeeper Hitoshi Sogahata, who'd had little to do until that point, made several top-shelf saves to keep the hosts at bay. 

His best stopped a would-be Mierzejewski equaliser when Carney played in Brosque and the skipper squared to the Polish attacker. 

But Kashima sealed the win three minutes from time when Ueda headed home after Shuto Yamamoto flicked on a corner. 

"We played with great intensity and controlled the game very well," Kashima coach Go Oiwa said. "Everyone on the pitch deserves applause." 


The reverse group match was played on 13th March 2018 at the Kashima Soccer Stadium, Kashima, Japan - score:- Kashima Antlers..1 v. Sydney FC..1 
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2018 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
13th. March 2018, 19.30 Melbourne pasate pre Melbourne, Victoria Clear and cool 18C 6639 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Kawasaki Frontale (Japan)..0 
hi 
Goal Goal Time of 
No. Position (minute) . (minute) substitution 
2 


Rhys Williams DF __|Carlos "Eduardo" Bendini Giusti 
17 DF James Donachie Shogo Taniguchi 
14 DF Thomas Jok Deng Shintaro Kurumaya 

22 DF __|Stefan Nigro Akihiro lenaga 

10 MF James Troisi Ryota Oshima 

6 MF Leigh Broxham Kentaro Moriya 
41 FW 


Joshua Hope DF Kyohei Noborizato 
Kenjok Athiu Yu Kobayashi 
Christian Theoharous Hiroyuki Abe 
Matthew Acton Yuto Takeoka 

15 MF Cameron McGilp 

Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coach Toru Oniki 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Ammar Al Junaibi (United Arab Emirates) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Zayed Salman Kamal (United Arab Emirates) 


match report from espn 

A brilliant late strike from Melbourne Victory's Kosta Barbarouses sealed a stunning 1-0 Asian Champions League win over Kawasaki Frontale. 

With the Victory third and the Japanese side last in Group F going into the match, both sides desperately chased the three points in an entertaining affair at AAMI Park on Tuesday night. Barbarouses finally found the 
back of the net in the 90th minute to seal a breathtaking win in front of 6,639 fans. 

With two matches left in the group stage, the result puts the Victory right in the hunt to progress to the round of 16. 

"It's a proud night for us," coach Kevin Muscat said. "To take four points off them over two games ... we're still well in the competition. 

"We'll go into the next game with something to play for." 

In what is sure to be a major talking point, Victory striker Besart Berisha was furious at being substituted in the 70th minute, storming past Muscat to take his place on the bench. 

The result was made all the more impressive when the blistering start by the reigning J-League champions is taken into account. 

Kawasaki's crisp ball movement opened up the home side time and again, with Kei Chinen unlucky not to convert one of two gilt-edged scoring opportunities. 

Yoshito Okubo's searing strike from just outside the penalty area 10 minutes in forced a brilliant save from Lawrence Thomas, who tipped the ball onto the crossbar. 

But having absorbed the opening blows, the Victory warmed into the contest and were unlucky not to go ahead in the 20th minute when James Troisi's strike was cleared off the line by a defender after a horror mistake 
by the Kawasaki keeper. 

Thomas was called into action again when he somehow managed to gather Okubo's shot from point-blank range before the Victory's Thomas Deng drove a shot over the bar. 

It was end-to-end stuff after the restart as both teams redoubled their efforts. 

Substitute Yu Kobayashi's header found the back of the net, but was flagged offside, with the Victory denied by the post soon after. 

It didn't look like it was going to be the Victory's night when strident appeals for a penalty after Christian Theoharous was felled with less than 10 minutes remaining were waved away. 

But as the match entered injury time, Barbarouses latched onto a Troisi assist and stroked the ball between the keeper and the near-post to cap a stunning win for Muscat's men. 


The reverse group match was played on 7th March 2018 at the Todoroki Athletics Stadium, Kawasaki, Japan - score:- Kawasaki Frontale..2 v. Melbourne Victory..2 
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2018 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, ‘ 
New South Wales (Allianz Stadium) Cloudy and windy 18C 2328 
Sydney FC..0 v. Shanghai Shenhua (People's Republic of China)..0 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Shanghai Shenhua..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
No. Position (minute) Card |Red Card} substitution Position Name (minute) Card |Red Card} substitution 
1 GK 


17th. April 2018, 20.00 


START LIST 
Andrew Redmayne Qiu Shengjiong 
Luke Wilkshire Tao Jin 
Alexander Wilkinson Wang Lin 
Michael Zullo 14 Sun Kai 


7 DF 
Benjamin Warland Giovanni Moreno Cardona 
Milos Ninkovié | 8 | MF [Zhangtu —CisCid 


MF 
Brandon O'Neill 
Deyvison "Bobo" da Silva 


9 
14 FW __ |Alex Brosque Liu Ruofan 


17 MF David Carney Mao Jianging 
FW___|Matthew Simon Wang Yun 
MF Paulo Pereira Retre Wang Wei 
DF Aaron Calver Xu Yougang 
16 MF Anthony Kalik Li Jianbin 
| 39 Cong Zhen 
Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach Wu Jingui 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Mohanad Eessee Sarray (Iraq) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Muayad Mohammed Ali (Iraq) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Obaid Al-Swaiedi (Iraq) 


match report from espn 

A wasteful Sydney FC are out of the AFC Champions League after a fiery 0-0 stalemate with a second-string Shanghai Shenhua. 

Sitting third in Group H, the Sky Blues needed to beat last-placed Shanghai on Tuesday night and hope second-placed Suwon Bluewings failed to beat leaders Kashima Antlers at the same time to make the round 
of 16. 

But the concurrent match in Japan didn't run to script as Suwon won 1-0 on matchday six. 

In truth, neither did Sydney's final group match at Allianz Stadium, where the A-League premiers dominated all the statistics except the one that mattered most. 

The sheet read a total 22 shots to none and Bobo spurned a handful of those opportunities. The best chance was eight minutes in when Adrian Mierzejewski's through ball found the Brazilian in space. 
Despite having ample time to skirt around a stranded Qiu Shengjion, the A-League's record goal scorer somehow managed to fire wide. 

Sydney's chances mounted as the hosts time and again sliced through their deep-lying visitors with ease only to lack the final product. 

The epitome was Luke Wilkshire's near miss when, set up through some clever one-touch play between Bobo and Mierzejewski, the right-back's angled shot shaved the outside of the far post. 

Milos Ninkovic had cause to appeal for a penalty when he was fouled attempting to take a shot inside the box. 

And Colombian playmaker and captain Giovanni Moreno was booked for complaining to the referee just before half-time and was promptly replaced by coach Wu Jingui. 

The momentum continued into the second half and Mierzejewski escaped the clutches of a Shanghai defender to spiral a shot marginally wide. 

The Pole's powerful 80th-minute volley, though, was a sure thing had Qiu not put his body in the way. 

There was late drama as David Carney and Qiu scrambled for control of the ball in added time. Ben Warland appeared to dig his boot into the goalkeeper's back to spark an all-in melee. 


The reverse group match was played on 21st February 2018 at the Hongkou Football Stadium, Shanghai, People's Republic of China - score:- Shanghai Shenhua..2 v. Sydney FC..2 
Sydney FC was eliminated from the competition. 
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2018 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
18th. April 2018, 20.00 Melbourne wicca peso Melbourne, Victoria Good 13C 7148 


Melbourne Victory..2 v. Shanghai SIPG (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Shanghai SIPG..1 

Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution . Position (minute) substitution 
START LIST 

1 GK Matthew Acton 22 GK 

17 DF James Donachie IF Fu Huan 
iF 
iF 
IF 


D 
D 

[| 77 | 2 DF [ZhangWei 
22 DF D 
M. 


Stefan Nigro Yu Hao 

Terry Antonis Lin Chuangyi 

Joshua Hope MF Zhang Yi 

Jai Mau'u Ingham FW___|Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 

Kenjok Athiu FW Lii Wenjun 

19 FW Pierce Waring 40 FW Hu Jinghang 

SUBSTITUTES 

[77 4 DF [WangShenchao_ 
FW 

Ww 


15 MF Cameron McGilp Givanildo "Hulk" Vieira de Souza 
25 MF __|Birkan Kirdar fa Li Shenglong 
9 FW 


Kosta Barbarouses Zhang Huachen 


Lawrence Thomas Gao Haisheng 

Carl Valeri Chen Wei 

Matthew Sutton Sun Jungang 

Kevin Muscat Team Coach Vitor de Oliveira Lopes Pereira 
Team Manager 
Mohammed Al Khudairi (Saudi Arabia 


[Assistant Referee 1 |Fahad Awaiedh F Alumri (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Khalaf Al Shamari (Saudi Arabia) 


match report from espn 

Melbourne Victory's youngsters put on a show, beating Shanghai SIPG 2-1 in the Asian Champions League. 

Pierce Waring and Jai Ingham were the unlikely scorers, handing the Chinese Super League leaders their first loss this season in any competition. 
The exhibition-style contest on Wednesday, reflected in the team selections, came about after earlier games confirmed Shanghai SIPG's progression and Victory's exit. 
Victory coach Kevin Muscat made seven changes from his weekend team and Shanghai's Vito Pereira topped that by making 10. 

With little on the line, what followed was an open and lively match in Melbourne. 

Christian Theoharous was bright in a wide left role, Josh Hope was busy in the middle and Kenny Athiu threw himself about in customary fashion. 
Athiu combined with Waring for Victory's opener, sweeping the ball across the box for the teenager to divert the ball home with the help of a defender's deflection for his first senior strike. 
Victory's lead lasted five minutes as Elkeson started a move for the equaliser. 

Lu Wenjun raced onto the Brazilian's through ball, cutting back for Lin Chuangyi to score past Matt Acton. 

The free-flowing action continued after the break, when Terry Antonis' cross gave Ingham an unmissable chance at the back post. 

It was history repeated for the winger, who scored his first Victory goal two years ago in the same fixture. 

Shanghai lifted their intensity to avoid defeat, with substitute Hulk particularly driven to cause Victory problems. 

He combined with Elkeson to draw a smart save out of Acton on 74 minutes. 

But it was Victory's night, which Muscat capped by throwing on 16-year-old Birkan Kirdir for a first appearance with minutes to go. 

Muscat praised his side for taking the evening seriously. 

"You could see there was a genuine concerted effort from the group," he said. 

"There's dangers when there are so many new faces and they haven't played together regularly. 

"But there was real good energy, real good effort and some good football." 

Beaten coach Vitor Pereira said he was not happy with the result but implied he would not be losing any sleep over it. 

"If | have to lose a match, okay, this match is not a problem," he said. 


The reverse group match was played on 20th February 2018 at the Shanghai Stadium, Shanghai, People's Republic of China - score:- Shanghai SIPG..4 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
Melbourne Victory was eliminated from the competition. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
23rd. July 2018, 21.30 Optus Stadium, Burswood, Perth, Western Australia 55522 


Perth Glory..0 v. Chelsea (England)..1 
half time, Perth Glory..0 v. Chelsea..1 


Goal Goal Time of 
Position (minute) . (minute) substitution 


Marcin Butka 
Scott Neville Davide Zappacosta 
6 DF Dino Dulbicé Ethan Ampadu 


Ivan Franjié 


Francesc "Cesc" Fabregas i Soler 
(c) 

Brandon Wilson Jorge Frello Filho "Jorginho" 

Neil Kilkenny Ross Barkley 


Diogo Alves Ferreira Pedro Rodriguez Ledesma "Pedro" 


Alex Grant 


Alvaro Morata Martin "Morata" 
Callum Hudson-Odoi 


Temitayo Olaoluwa Aina "Ola 


Be Aina" 


DF | Tomas Kalas 


as 
Juan de Dios Prados Lopez Emerson Palmieri dos Santos 
DF f ‘. DF ” ” 
‘Juande ‘Emerson 
MF MF ___|Tiemoué Bakayoko 
Diego Castro Jiménez MF ___|Charles Musonda Junior 
Brendon Santalab 22 WwW Lucas Domingues Piazon 

10 Ww Kevin Tamaraebi "Tammy 


Bakumo-Abraham 


FW ___|Mario PaSalié 
Tony Popovic Team Coach Maurizio Sarri 
Team Manager 


Fil 
Fl 


FW _ |Christopher "Chris" Harold 


Shaun Evans 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from Chelsea FC 

Against A-League opposition and in front of a sell-out crowd of over 55,000 for the first ever football game at the Optus Stadium, on our first visit to Western Australia since 1974, the team will be wondering a little how 
they did not score more. Woodwork was struck three times in the second half and the Perth Glory keeper made a series of saves, some made easier for him than they should have been. 

But 19 Blues players saw action over the 90 minutes as the fitness programme intensifies and had the first chance to adapt to a new formation and new manager's instructions. 

Jorginho was handed his first start in a Chelsea shirt by a coach who knows him well. Our newest midfielder lined-up with Cesc Fabregas, captain for this game, and Ross Barkley in the centre ground. Jorginho was 
deployed the deepest. 

Alvaro Morata led the attack, flanked by compatriot Pedro and 17-year-old Callum Hudson-Odoi who impressed at times in the 45 minutes he played. There was another 17-year-old in defence, in the shape of Ethan 
Ampadu who was paired with David Luiz. Davide Zappacosta and Marcos Alonso were the full-backs as the Blues lined-up in a 4-3-3 shape. Marcin Bulka, the 18-year-old Polish keeper in our Academy began between 
the posts. 

It took Chelsea less than five minutes to score the first goal. The Blues had done some defending beforehand, Ampadu making an important sliding block to prevent a cross, but then Fabregas sprayed the ball wide to 
Hudson-Odoi. The youngster, operating down the left, sold his marker a smart dummy and crossed in at waist height. Pedro was there to divert the ball in from close range. 

The Australian winter rain was coming down steadily as Chelsea probed for a second goal. Jorginho looked to have picked out Pedro with a great ball past two Perth players but the offside flag went up. Morata was also 
offside from another well-threaded ball, this one from the boot of Fabregas, and Barkley was just beaten to a pass from the same source by the goalkeeper. 

Back in midfield, Barkley powered forward strongly before passing down the middle for Morata, but the centre-forward was crowded out before he could get a shot away. There were now 26 minutes gone and the score 
remained 1-0, although we were dominating possession. At half-time three-quarters of the ball had been ours. 

We were very unfortunate not grab a second soon after when the busy Barkley sent a high ball in for a combination of Morata and Hudson-Odoi to battle it back for Fabregas, but his on-target shot was deflected over. 
Pedro flashed wide and Zappacosta warmed the hands of Liam Reddy in the Perth goal with a low shot before Hudson-Odoi broke from his own half but slightly over-hit his ball aimed at putting Pedro through on goal, 
so 1-0 it was at the break. Bulka had been asked to do little prior to picking a cross out of the air on the stroke of half-time, the ball sent over by former Chelsea Under-21s player Fabio Ferreira. 

Sarri made three subs for the start of the second half, with Emerson, Mario Pasalic and Tiemoue Bakayoko coming on, but it was one of those who had played the first half, Barkley, now wide on the left of the attack, 
who hit the post six minutes after the restart. In truth the 24-year-old did not strike his shot cleanly at all but it had the direction to beat the keeper’s dive. 

Perth then enjoyed their best spell in attack before Fabregas hit the outside of the same post that had taken the Barkley shot. 


2018.9 


Tammy Abraham and Tomas Kalas came on, and the first of those two burst onto a ball and had a firm shot saved by the keeper, before moments later Pasalic, a player Sarri will have known already from his loan at 
AC Milan, made it woodwork strike no.3 — the same right-hand upright again. 

Pedro volleyed sharply but the keeper blocked this one. Somehow that 2-0 lead was proving very elusive, and that was confirmed when a blocked Pasalic shot ricocheted Barkley’s way. He spun but fired wide from a 
few yards out. 

The home side had some chances towards the end, the pick a header from a corner nodded wide by Brendon Santalab who later shot wide when well-placed, and another when a cross into the goalmouth was headed 
away by Ola Aina, maintaining a clean sheet for Bulka on his first appearance with the seniors. 

Next up a game against familiar opposition for Sarri - Inter Milan - who we face in Nice on the French Riviera on Saturday. 

Chelsea (4-3-3): Bulka; Zappacosta (Aina 73), Ampadu (Kalas 61), David Luiz, Alonso (Emerson h-t); Fabregas (c), Jorginho (Bakayoko h-t), Barkley (Musonda 76); Pedro (Piazon 73), Morata (Abraham 61), 
Hudson-Odoi (Pasalic h-t). 

Scorer Pedro 5, 

Booked David Luiz 36 

Perth Glory: Reddy; Neville, Djulbic (Chianese 67), Lowry, Franjic (Davison 67), Grant, Wilson (Juande 77), Kilkenny (Brimmer 67), Ferreira (Diego Castro 77), Keogh (c) (Santalab 67), Italiano (Howard h-t). 

Booked Santalab 87 

Referee Shaun Evans 

Crowd 55522 
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2019 


2019 AFC Champions League, Preliminary Round 2, East Region, 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
12th. February 2019, 19.35 Newcastle International Sports Centre, Newcastle, Clear 28C 
New South Wales 
Newcastle Jets..3 v. Persija Jakarta (Indonesia)..1 (after extra time) 
half time, Newcastle Jets..0 v. Persija Jakarta..0 
Time of 
Red Card} substitution 


6647 


Time of 
Red Card| substitution 


Goal 
(minute) 


Goal 


Position Position Name (minute) 


GK Glen Moss GK 
DF Nigel Boogaard 101 DF 
DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley DF 
DF Daniel Georgievski DF 
DF John Koutroumbis DF 
MF Ben Kantarovski MF 
MF Dimitri Petratos 105 MF 
MF _| Steven Ugarkovié MF 
FW___|Roy O'Donovan 113 MF 


FW {Ronald Vargas Aranguren 80 FW 


FW Kaine Sheppard 82 9 FW 
SUBSTITUTES 
Matthew Ridenton 80 DF 
Angus Thurgate 82 MF 
Nicholas Cowburn MF 


Andritany Ardhiyasa 
Maman Abdurrahman 
Ismed Sofyan 

Dany Saputra 

Ryuji Utomo Prabowo 
Rizki Ramdani Lestaluhu 
Sandi Sute 

Riko Simanjuntak 

Yan Cornelis Nasadit 
Alberto "Beto" Gongalves da 
Costa 

Marko Simié 


Tony Sucipto 
Novri Setiawan 
Fitra Ridwan Salam 


Lachlan Tua Jackson 


Alua Septianus 


Kosta Petratos 


Heri Susanto 


Lewis Italiano 


Shahar Ginanjar 


Ivan Vujica 


Bambang Pamung 


Ivan Venkov Kolev 
Ardhi Tjahjoko 


Team Coaches 
Team Manager 


Ernest Merrick 
Joel Griffiths 


Team Manager 
Referee Asimov Aziz (Uzbekistan) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Serazitdinov Ruslan (Uzbekistan) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Usmanov Alisher (Uzbekistan) 


match report from espn 
Newcastle Jets skipper Nigel Boogaard and substitute Matthew Ridenton were the extra-time heroes as the Jets beat Indonesian club Persija Jakarta 3-1 in the Asian Champions League qualifier at McDonald Jones 
Stadium on Tuesday night. 
Boogaard struck in the 101st minute when Ben Kantarovski's header from a corner found him unmarked at the far post. Ridenton then kicked off celebrations in the 120th minute with a header off a Nick Cowburn free 
kick. 
The visitors’ best chance to take the lead came when Novri Setiawan scuffed a shot from point-blank range in the fifth minute of extra time off a great run and cross from Riko Simanjuntak. But the Jets dominated extra 
time and deserved the win. 

Ridenton had a shot tipped over the bar and fired another straight at keeper Andritany Ardhiyasa, as did Cowburn, before they combined for the sealer. 

The Jets now play defending champions Kashima Antlers next Tuesday night in Japan for a spot in the ACL group stage. 

Newcastle had gone ahead on 49 minutes when Roy O'Donovan squared a ball for Ronny Vargas to score from close range. Persija equalised in the 72nd minute when Rizki Ramdani Lestaluhu hit a long-range header 
off a corner kick from Simanjuntak that bounced in off the crossbar. 

There were few other chances in the second half but there was drama in the 89th minute. O'Donovan played on quickly at a resumption from an injury break, only to miss his one-on-one shot. Persija players showed 
their anger at the attempt and tempers threatened to boil over. 

The Jets had the lion's share of chances in the first half but poor touches in the penalty area proved costly. 

Petratos (32nd minute) and O'Donovan (45th) went one-on-one with the goalkeeper but heavy touches gave Ardhiyasa the chance to save. 

O'Donovan had another great chance in the 33rd but his lunging attempt off Daniel Georgievski's cross glanced his shoulder and went wide. 

Simanjuntak was a standout for the visitors in attack down the right side but Jets keeper Glen Moss was rarely called into action. 

Croatian striker Marko Simic started for Persija despite appearing in a Sydney court on Tuesday morning on charges of committing an act of indecency without consent and one count of common assault on board an 
overseas flight. 

Simic, who was released on conditional bail, was alleged to have indecently touched a female passenger on the flight from Bali. The 31-year-old was booed and jeered by the crowd every time he was on the ball. 


Play-off Round, East Region played on 19th February 2019 at Kashima Soccer Stadium, Kashima, Japan.. Kashima Antlers..4 v. Newcastle Jets..1 
Newcastle Jets were eliminated from the competition. 
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2019 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
5th. March 2019, 19.30 Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria Cloudy 27C 5572 
(AAMI Park) 
Melbourne Victory..1 v. Daegu FC (Korea Republic)..3 
half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Daegu FC..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 5 Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Lawrence Thomas GK Jo Hyeon-Woo 
DF James Donachie Kim Jun-Yeop 
DF Storm Roux Park Byung-Hyun 
DF Thomas Jok Deng Hong Jeong-Woon 
MF James Troisi Kim Woo-Seok 
MF __|Keisuke Honda Hwang Soon-Min 
6 MF Ryu Jae-Moon 
18 MF |Jeong Seung-Won 
11 FW ___|César "Cesinha” Silva dos Santos |__31 
14 FW___|Kim Dae-Won 88 
ME Joshua Hope 4 DF Jeong Tae-Wook 
23 Jai Mau'u Ingham 25 GK Lee Jun-Hee 
25 Anthony Lesiotis 30 DF Kim Jin-Hyuk 
Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coaches André "Gaspar" Alves Santos 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Alireza Faghani (Iran) 
[Assistant Referee 1 |Reza Sokhandan (Iran) 
[Assistant Referee 2 |Mohammad Mansouri (Iran) 


match report from espn 

Melbourne Victory's Asian Champions League campaign suffered a major setback as they were beaten 3-1 at home by Daegu FC in their opening game. 

Ola Toivonen made a scoring return, but goals for Cesinha, Hwang Soon-Min and Edgar left Victory with much to do if they are to reach the next round. 

Victory had no answer to the sublime skills of Daegu's Brazilian forwards Cesinha and Edgar, with the result ending their 12-match unbeaten home run in the competition. 

Kevin Muscat's side, in a midseason slump, bossed the contest for the first half-hour. 

Toivonen and fellow World Cup star Keisuke Honda started together for the fifth time since arriving in Melbourne, and combined well. 

Kosta Barbarouses linked with Honda to power through midfield before crossing for Toivonen, who beat his marker to volley home. 

But Daegu's reply was swift and stunning as, two minutes later, Cesinha cracked a superb volley into the net. 

The Korean side were in the ascendancy but had to wait until after the break to take the lead as Cesinha raced through midfield to tee up Hwang, whose shot deflected off Storm Roux and beat keeper Lawrence 
Thomas. 

Edgar grabbed a third by outmuscling Thomas Deng and finishing another cross. 

Honda had chances either side of the scoring -- a close range volley and a free header -- but fired straight at keeper Jo Hyeon-Woo both times. 

Given the nature of the competition, Victory will need at least a point -- and preferably a win -- in their next match, against Sanfrecce Hiroshima in Japan, to keep their hopes alive. 
Victory boss Muscat denied that his team had been outclassed, but said their defending had not been good enough. 

"The key tonight for us, we need to be more desperate and clinical in our box when we're defending," he said. 

“They were clinical in finishing. At the other end we've created a number of chances tonight. We have to start taking more of them." 


The reverse group match was played on 8th May 2019 at the DGB Daegu Bank Park, Daegu, Japan - score:- Daegu FC..4 v. Melbourne Victory..0 
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2019 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Netstrata Jubilee Oval, Carlton, Sydney, ‘i 
New South Wales (Kogarah Oval) Mostly clear, windy aac. 4039 


Sydney FC..0 v. Ulsan Hyundai (Korea Republic)..0 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Ulsan Hyundai..0 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution No. Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 
GK Andrew Redmayne 21 GK Oh Seung-Hoon 
DF __|Alexander Wilkinson DF Yun Young-Sun 
DF Michael Zullo DF Kim Tae-Hwan 
DF Rhyan Grant DF Dave Bulthuis 
DF Benjamin Warland DF Lee Myung-Jae 
MF __|Milos Ninkovié MF ___|Mikkel Diskerud 
MF Joshua Brillante MF Kim Bo-Kyung 
MF ___|Anthony Caceres MF ___|Kim In-Sung 
MF Brandon O'Neill MF Sin Jin-Ho 
FW. Reza Ghoochannejhad Nournia MF Park Yong-Woo 


FW |Glenville Adam Le Fondre Fv’. | Gleldlonor’ Junior Negrao 
Figueiredo Pinto Junior 
SUBSTITUTES 


Alex Brosque Jeong Dong-Ho 
Luke Ivanovic Jeong Jae-Yong 
Aaron Calver Lee Dong-Gyeong 
Paulo Pereira Retre Jo Su-Huk 

Jacob Tratt Kang Min-Soo 
Alex Cisak Kim Su-An 
Cameron Devlin Park Joo-Ho 
Steve Corica Team Coach Kim Do-Hoon 
Team Manager Michael Swibel Team Manager 
Referee Khamis Mohamed Al Kuwari (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Yousef Aref Al Shamari (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Zahy Al Shmari (Qatar) 


6th. March 2019, 20.00 


match report from espn 
The strong wind was the only winner as Sydney FC and South Korea's Ulsan Hyundai slugged out a 0-0 draw in Wednesday's Asian Champions League clash at Sydney's Jubilee Oval. 

Sydney created most of the chances in a game attended by just 4,039 spectators, but struggled to get shots on target, especially kicking into the strong breeze in the second half. 

Visiting goalkeeper Oh Seong-Hoon saved strong efforts from Adam Le Fondre early in the game and from Anthony Caceres just after half-time, but had trouble reaching the halfway line with his second half goal kicks 
into the wind. 
Le Fondre was at the heart of most of Sydney's best first-half moments, as the home team made the running. 

He had a fourth minute shot blocked by the goalkeeper and had another header and shot off target and also set up chances for Milos Ninkovic and Reza Ghoochannejhad. 

In the first half, Ulsan weren't content just to defend. Brazilian striker Junior Negrao had a header saved by Andrew Redmayne and was off target with another attempt, while U.S. international Mix Diskerud hit a weak 
shot straight at the keeper. 

Chances were at a premium in the second half as Sydney struggled to produce penetrating and accurate crosses in the testing conditions and Ulsan sat back. 

Caceres had a stinging shot palmed away and fellow midfielder Josh Brillante was off target with two attempts. 

Sydney ended up wearing their away kit as the referee from Qatar decided on the eve of the game there was a clash between their home strip and Ulsan's away gear, which also has a sky blue element. 


The reverse group match was played on 7th May 2019 at the Ulsan Munsu Football Stadium, Ulsan, Korea Republic - score:- Ulsan Hyundai..1 v. Sydney FC..0 
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2019 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


y Netstrata Jubilee Oval, Carlton, Sydney, 
10th. April 2019, 19.30 New South Wales (Kogarah Oval) Very good 17C 7154 


Sydney FC..3 v. Shanghai SIPG (People's Republic of China)..3 
half time, Sydney FC..2 v. Shanghai SIPG..2 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution : Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK___|Andrew Redmayne GK__| Yan Junling 
DF Alexander Wilkinson DF Yu Hai 36 
DF __|Michael Zullo DF ___|Zhang Wei 

DF Rhyan Grant DF He Guan 

DF Aaron Calver DF Wei Zhen 

MF Siem de Jong MF Odil Akhmedov 


MF Joshua Brillante MF Oscar dos Santos Emboaba Junior 


MF Brandon O'Neill MF Lin Chuangyi 

MF Daniel De Silva FW ___|Givanildo "Hulk" Vieira de Souza 
FW Reza Ghoochannejhad Nournia FW Elkeson de Oliveira Cardoso 
FW Glenville Adam Le Fondre 32(pk) FW Li Wenjun 


MF Paulo Pereira Retre MF Cai Huikang 
MF Milos Ninkovié DF Fu Huan 

FW ___|Alex Brosque MF ___|Zhang Yi 
Anthony Caceres FW ___|Li Shenglong 
Jacob Tratt GK__|SunLe 

Alex Cisak MF ___|Lei Wenjie 
Mitch Austin FW ___|Chen Binbin 
Team Coach Stephen "Steve" Corica 
[Referee Alireza Faghani(iran) 
Assistant Referee 1 [Reza Sokhandan (iran) 
Assistant Referee 2|Mohammad Mansouri (iran) 


match report from espn 
Sydney FC face a battle to advance from their Asian Champions League group after three times conceding the lead in a thrilling 3-3 draw with China's Shanghai SIPG on Wednesday. 

Substitute Alex Brosque looked to have earned the Sky Blues their first win in three games with an 84th minute tap in at Sydney's Jubilee Oval. But former Chelsea star Oscar set up Brazilian compatriot and man of 
the match Elkeson for an 89th minute equaliser. The result leaves Sydney with two points and bottom of their four-team group with two of their three remaining games away from home. 

SIPG, who had lost all three of their previous ACL games in Australia, moved up to four points. Between them, Oscar and fellow Brazilian international and SIPG captain Hulk set up all three of SIPG's goals. 
Sydney produced one of their most fluent attacking displays of the season in an action-packed first half that produced four goals. Marquee Siem de Jong put the Sky Blues ahead in the third minute, when his shot 
deflected off a visiting player. 
Oscar gave the home side a warning when he was put through, but his lob over Sydney goalkeeper Andrew Redmayne also cleared the crossbar. The Brazilian turned provider in the 27th minute when his left-wing cross 
was headed in by Lu Wenjun. 
Sydney regained the lead when English striker Adam Le Fondre blasted a penalty into the roof of the net after a handball call against He Guan. The lead lasted just five minutes when Hulk's right wing cross was headed 
home by Yu Hai. 

Both sides created other good chances in an exhilarating first half. Le Fondre's shot deflected off teammate Daniel De Silva onto a post and de Jong curled an attempt just wide. At the other end, Redmayne rescued 
Sydney twice in the last three minutes of the half with fine saves form an Oscar free-kick and an Elkeson shot. 

SIPG created the chances early in the second half with Oscar volleying a shot wide and Zhang Wei shooting straight at Redmayne. 

Sydney enjoyed a good spell in the middle of the half despite losing left-back Michael Zullo to what looked like a hamstring injury. 

Iranian Reza Ghoochannejhad had two attempts saved and was wide with another and substitute Milos Ninkovic put another shot over the bar. 


The reverse group match was played on 23rd April 2019 at the Shanghai Stadium, Shanghai, People's Republic of China - score:- Shanghai SIPG..2 v. Sydney FC..2 
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2019 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
23rd. April 2019, 19.30 Melbourne Rectangular Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria Windy and cold 16C 10041 
(AAMI Park) 
Melbourne Victory..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande (People's Republic of China)..1 
half time, Melbourne Victory..1 v. Guangzhou Evergrande..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 5 Position (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Lawrence Thomas GK Liu Dianzuo 
DF Corey Brown DF Zhang Linpeng 
DF James Donachie DF Jiang Guangtai 
DF Storm Roux DF Gao Zhunyi 
DF Thomas Jok Deng DF __|Park Ji-Soo 
MF Car! Valeri MF ___|Huang Bowen 
José "Paulinho" Bezzera Maciel 
MF Junior 
MF Joshua Hope MF Anderson "Talisca" Souza 
Conceigao 

FW __|Jai Mau'u Ingham MF He Chao 
FW Kenjok Athiu 17 MF Yang Liyu 

24 FW__|Elvis Kamsoba 
MF Rahmat Akbari 80 15 MF Yan Dinghao 68 
DF Aaron Anderson 11 MF Zhang Xiuwei 
Thiel Iradukunda 
Kevin Muscat Team Coaches Fabio Cannavaro 
Team Manager Paolo Trimboli Team Manager Li Xianping 
Referee Nawaf Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Yaser Abdulla Tulefat (Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Mohamed Mohamed Salman (Bahrain) 


Terry Antonis MF 


match report from espn 

A reserve-strength Melbourne Victory have earned a first point of their AFC Champions League campaign, drawing 1-1 with visiting powerhouse Guangzhou Evergrande on Tuesday night. 

Jai Ingham kept up his scarcely-believable record of scoring against Asian opposition, equalising two minutes after Huang Bowen's opener. 

Talisca missed a hatful of chances to win the tie for Fabio Cannavaro's side, who disappointed their thousands of red-clad fans at AAMI Park. 

There was little on the line for Victory, with A-League finals around the corner and all but eliminated from the competition prior to the first whistle, and so coach Kevin Muscat rang the changes. 

Missing in action were all five of Victory's foreigners, veteran Leigh Broxham and injured midfielder James Troisi. 

Those left included fit-again pair Lawrence Thomas and Terry Antonis, captain Carl Valeri, key defenders Thomas Deng, James Donachie and Storm Roux. 

From then on it was a rogues gallery of fringe players and unsighted NPL talent, including five teenagers on the bench. 

But to be fair to the Victory seconds, they were up for the contest. Whereas Victory's best XI were down two goals within nine minutes of the reverse tie -- eventually losing 4-0 -- on Tuesday, the B-Team carved out 
chances and were unlucky to go behind on 24 minutes. 

Captain Paulinho carved a path through the box, cutting back for Huang who sidefooted home with little attention. 

Victory quickly found a response when Antonis picked the ball up from Talisca's slip, playing a ball into the box that fell kindly to Ingham for his third in the ACL. The 25-year-old has just one goal in a five-year A-League 
career. 

Both sides had chances to win the game; Talisca will rue making poor contact from two crosses either side of half-time and an overhead kick that fell narrowly wide. 

Victory might have also won a penalty when Park Ji-Soo muscled out Kenny Athiu in the box as he prepared to shoot. 

As the minutes ticked down, there was enough time for 18-year-old Jack Palazzolo to make a senior debut but not enough for either side to find a winner. 

Muscat was delighted with the response from their last clash with Guangzhou. 

"It was a totally different performance. Night and day," he said. "They worked really hard understanding the quality of the opponent ... it was very pleasing." 

Cannavaro was frustrated by Victory both on the park and in his comments after the match. 

“The were very defensive, very well organised in a defensive way and didn't give us much time," he said. "Tonight we had the chances and we couldn't do better." 


The reverse group match was played on 10th April 2019 at the Tianhe Stadium, Guangzhou, People's Republic of China - score:- Guangzhou Evergrande..4 v. Melbourne Victory..0 
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2019 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group H 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Netstrata Jubilee Oval, Carlton, Sydney, Fine 20C 3813 
New South Wales (Kogarah Oval) 


Sydney FC..0 v. Kawasaki Frontale (Japan)..4 
half time, Sydney FC..0 v. Kawasaki Frontale..3 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution No. Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 
GK Thomas Heward-Belle 1 GK Jung Sung-Ryong 
DF Jacob Tratt 26 DF Magno "Maguinho" da Silva 
DF Liam McGing 29 DF Michael Fitzgerald 
DF Joel King DF Shogo Taniguchi 
DF Patrick Scibilio DF Shintaro Kurumaya 
MF ___|Anthony Caceres MF ___|Kazuya Yamamura 
MF Paulo Pereira Retre MF Ao Tanaka 
MF Daniel De Silva MF Hidemasa Morita 
MF Cameron Devlin 84 MF Yasuto Wakizaka 
FW Reza Ghoochannejhad Noumia FW __ |Manabu Saito 
Fw _ |Luke Ivanovic 68 FW Leandro Damiao da Silva dos 


Santos 
SUBSTITUTES 
Fw Mitch Austin MF Hiroyuki Abe 
FW. Marko Tilio Fw Kei Chinen 
MF Jerry Skotadis MF Tatsuya Hasegawa 
GK ___|Alex Cisak GK Shota Arai 
FW. Hamish Lamberton MF Yuto Suzuki 
DF Kyohei Noborizato 
MF Ryota Oshima 
Team Coach Stephen "Steve" Corica Team Coach Toru Oniki 
Team Manager Michael Swibel | Team Manager Tsuyoshi Hada 
Referee Mohanad Eessee Sarray (Iraq) | 
Assistant Referee 1 | Obaid Al-Swaiedi 


Assistant Referee 2 |Maytham Khammat Al-Gburi (iraq) ———S__—_— Sez =] —___ = 


match report from espn 
Asecond-string Sydney FC side bearing no resemblance to their A-League Grand Final-winning team lost 4-0 at home to Japan's Kawasaki Frontale, in their last AFC Champions League group game. 

The Sky Blues, who had no chance of making the knockout stage, didn't field any of the side that started Sunday's domestic season decider against Perth Glory at Optus Stadium. 

"| asked if they wanted to be on the bench, a couple of them, the answer was no," Sydney coach Steve Corica said with a smile after Tuesday night's game at Sydney's Jubilee Oval. 

"It's been a crazy couple of days, its been a great couple of days as well, with winning the grand final and trying to back up for this game. 

“We expected it to be difficult tonight. We had limited preparation for this game, we only got back (from Perth) last night. 'It was a good experience for the younger boys. I'm sure they'll take something out of the game 
and they played against a very good team." 

Sydney's run-on team for Tuesday's final round group game included Iranian international Reza Ghoochannejhad, who scored the clinching penalty on Sunday and Anthony Caceres, who also came off the bench in 
Perth. A youthful side, that included two debutants, was overwhelmed by a team including Brazilian international Leandro Damiao. 

Before the game, the starting members of Sunday's team took turns to hold aloft the trophy before a crowd of 3,813, Sydney's lowest-ever Champions League home attendance. Adding to the bizarre atmosphere, the 
sponsor's name on the trophy, Hyundai, needed to have some tape stuck over it, as it was a rival of one of the competition's backers, Toyota. 

Sydney finished bottom of their group with three points, all from draws and it was their heaviest-ever Champions League defeat. 

A youthful side, that included two debutants, was overwhelmed by a team featuring Brazil international Leandro Damiao. 

Kawasaki scored three times in the first half hour and had 23 attempts to Sydney's five in front of the small but loud crowd, with both sets of supporters in good voice. 

The visitors had numerous other chances either saved by former Central Coast Mariners goalkeeper Thomas Heward-Belle, or were off target. 

Ghoochannejhad came closest to scoring for Sydney with a 52nd minute chip which hit the bar, with Luke Ivanovic blazing a follow-up shot over. 

Two quality finishes from Yasuto Wakizaka in the ninth and 20th minutes put the visitors in control and they added a third through Ao Tanaka, whose shot deflected off Sydney debutant Patrick Scibilio. 

Damiao got the fourth just before the hour, dispossessing Cam Devlin and charging forward before unleashing an unstoppable shot from the edge of the area. 

It took Sydney 39 minutes to fashion a good scoring opportunity. Devlin had a close range backheel blocked by goalkeeper Jung Sunryong, who saved a Jacob Tratt header from the following corner. 

Sydney have never beaten a Japanese team in 10 games in the competition. 


21st. May 2019, 20.00 


The reverse group match was played on 13th March 2019 at the Todoroki Athletics Stadium, Kawasaki, Japan - score:- Kawasaki Frontale..1 v. Sydney FC..0 
Sydney FC was eliminated from the competition. 
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2019 AFC Champions League, Group Stage, East Region, Group F 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


22nd. May 2019, 20.00 Melbourne iiidiciaer ena? Melbourne, Victoria Cloudy 16C 6053 


Melbourne Victory..1 v. Sanfreece Hiroshima (Japan)..3 
half time, Melbourne Victory..0 v. Sanfreece Hiroshima..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card} substitution 5 Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Lawrence Thomas GK Takuto Hayashi 
DF Storm Roux DF Hiroki Mizumoto 
DF Thomas Jok Deng DF Akira Ibayashi 

DF Benjamin Carrigan DF Hayato Araki 

MF Keisuke Honda MF Kohei Shimizu 

MF Carl Valeri MF Gakuto Notsuda 
MF Leigh Broxham MF Sho Inagaki 

MF José Raul Baena Urdiales MF Tsukasa Morishima 
MF Terry Antonis MF Taishi Matsumoto 
FW __|Nils Ola Toivonen MF Hiroya Matsumoto 
FW ___|Kosta Barbarouses FW ___| Yusuke Minagawa 


MF James Troisi DF Kyohei Yoshino 

FW _|Elvis Kamsoba DF Soya Takahashi 

MF Joshua Hope MF Kodai Dohi 

MF Rahmat Akbari GK Hirotsugu Nakabayashi 
FW Kenjok Athiu 

GK Matthew Acton 
Anthony Lesiotis 
Team Coach Kevin Muscat Team Coaches Hiroshi Kofuku 

Team Manager Paolo Trimboli Team Manager Kawabata Naoki, Tomohiro Mizuno 
Turki Al Khudair (Saudi Arabia) 
Mohammed Al Abakry (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Khalaf Al Shamari (Saudi Arabia) 


match report from espn 
Kevin Muscat's reign at Melbourne Victory is over, the club legend taking leave from his coaching tenure with a 3-1 loss to Sanfrecce Hirosima in the AFC Champions League. 
On an eerie night at AAMI Park, the A-League powerhouses said farewell to Muscat, captain Carl Valeri and marquee Keisuke Honda. 
There was plenty of love from the crowd of 6,053, which sang and cheered for their departing trio. But in keeping with Victory's unfortunate campaign in Asia, they were undone by two world-class goals. 

For the fourth time in six ACL games, Victory were behind within 10 minutes. In the fifth minute, Hiroya Matsumoto flicked on Tsukasa Morishima's corner, allowing Taishi Matsumoto to steal past a sleeping Storm 
Roux and head home. 
Victory enjoyed most of the possession from that point on, with Ola Toivonen missing a simple one-on-one chance to tie the scores. He didn't fail from a free kick on 70 minutes, bending a set piece around the wall and 
into the net to bring Victory level. 

Five minutes later, Victory were two down. Yusuke Minagawa struck a curler after neat one-touch passing to beat Lawrence Thomas, and the goalkeeper was powerless shortly after to stop Morishima's bullet from 25 
metres. 

The result means Victory failed to win a match in their ACL campaign for the first time in eight attempts. 

But the result never really mattered, with Sanfrecce already qualified for the next phase of the competition and Victory already out. 

Instead, it was left to fans to salute their exiting stars, and ponder what might be next. 

While Muscat fielded a near full-strength side, hoping they might atone for their humiliating 6-1 A-League semifinal loss to Perth, he gave Benjamin Carrigan, a 20-year-old centre-back, a home debut. 


The reverse group match was played on 12th March 2019 at the Hiroshima Big Arch, Hiroshima, Japan - score:- Sanfrecce Hiroshima..2 v. Melbourne Victory..1 
Melbourne Victory was eliminated from the competition. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
13th. July 2019, 21.00 Optus Stadium, Perth, Western Australia 50206 


Perth Glory..0 v. Manchester United (England)..2 
half time, Perth Glory..0 v. Manchester United..0 


Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card| substitution : Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Liam Reddy 78 GK Sergio Romero AGAMA 
DF Shane Lowry DF Ashley Young 46°" 
Ivan Franjié Phil Jones 46% 
Tomislav Mréela José Diogo Dalot Teixeira AGAAAA 
Jacob Tratt Axel Tuanzebe 46** 
Juan "Juande" Prados Lopez Nemanja Matic 464% 
Neil Kilkenny Jesse Lingard 46"""* 
Jake Brimmer Andreas Hoelgebaum Pereira 46* 
Bruno Fornaroli Mezza Daniel James 46""* 
Chris Harold Tahith Chong 46 
Joel Chianese Anthony Marial AGAAAAN 


Nicholas D'Agostino Juan Mata Garcia 46 

Brandon Wilson Scott McTominay 46* 
Kristian Popovic Chris Smalling 46** 
Gabriel Popovic Mason Greenwood 46*** 


Tando Velaphi Adilson Abreu de Almeida Gomes 46"""* 
Joshua Rawlins Luke Shaw 46*****, 83 
Luke Bodnar Faustino Marcos Rojo 46% 
Ethan Brooks Paul Pogba 464% 
Joel Castro Pereira AGAMA 
Aaron Wan-Bissaka AGAAAA 
Marcus Rashford AGRAAKK 
James Garner 

David de Gea Quintana 
Team Coach Tony Popovié Team Coach Ole Solskjzer 

Team Manager Team Manager 


match report from Manchester United FC 

Manchester United kicked off Tour 2019 by recording a comfortable 2-0 win over Perth Glory, with two new signings making their first appearances in front of 50,206 fans at Optus Stadium. 

Daniel James played for the first half and Aaron Wan-Bissaka the second, as Ole Gunnar Solskjaer gave much-needed playing time to 23 members of a 24-man squad that was named for the match. 

Unused substitute David De Gea watched from the bench, while Lee Grant, Eric Bailly, Victor Lindelof and Romelu Lukaku all supported the team from the stands after being rested due to what the manager has 
described as “niggles”. 

Academy graduates Marcus Rashford and James Garner scored the decisive goals, with finishes that Solskjaer would have have been proud of during his predatory playing career. 

Summer signing James was named in the starting XI for his first United appearance and the young Welshman showed glimpses of his quality during a 45-minute outing, playing out wide on the left wing and dribbling 
directly at his marker on several occasions. Wearing the no.21 shirt, he cut an energetic figure and executed a series of teasing crosses from the byline that almost led to goals. 

James was later voted our Man of the Match by users of the Official App, winning 53 per cent of the result to finish ahead of fellow nominees Paul Pogba and Mason Greenwood. 

Academy graduate Axel Tuanzebe also donned his United shirt for the first time since returning from a season-long loan at Aston Villa, where he helped the Midlands club to win promotion to the Premier League. 

The towering and physically impressive centre-back is highly rated by Solskjaer and looked comfortable at Optus Stadium, handing the Glory attack with ease alongside Phil Jones. He almost scored, too, with a 
towering header that highlighted his threat at the other end of the pitch. 

While the first half ended goalless, United were clearly the better team and went closest to scoring via an Ashley Young free-kick and Jesse Lingard’s long-range shot that goalkeeper Liam Reddy did well to parry. 

he Reds could have won a penalty as well, when Tahith Chong was seemingly tripped inside the box. 

olskjaer made 11 substitutions at the start of the second half to ensure that the majority of his squad received at least 45 minutes of action. 

jew signing Wan-Bissaka was among those who entered the field, in the no.29 shirt, and so too was 17-year-old Greenwood. He almost scored straightaway with a shot that flew into the side netting, after nut-megging 
his marker Ivan Franjic. 
The deadlock was eventually - and deservedly - broken in the 60th minute when Wythenshawe lad Rashford received the ball via a Pogba flick, spun and calmly stroked home a left-footed finish. 

The energetic Greenwood, who has clearly grown in stature over the summer, then had an opportunity to double the advantage moments later, when his intelligent run through the defensive line was found by Pogba, but 
the teenager dragged his shot wide of the post from around six yards. He went on to hit the post during a really positive performance in Perth. 

Talented prospect Garner enjoyed a run-out late on when he was introduced for Luke Shaw (who appeared to be in some discomfort) and the Academy graduate made an instant impact, latching onto a loose ball to 
unleash a driven shot that flew into the bottom corner of the net. It was his goal in senior football. 

That moment of excellent individual skill concluded what was a good night's work for United, with the greater test of historic rivals Leeds United to come at the same stadium on Wednesday. 


Zonoar 
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THE LINE-UPS 


United first half: Romero, Dalot, Tuanzebe, Jones, Young (c), Matic, Andreas, James, Lingard, Chong, Martial. 


United second half: Pereira, Wan-Bissaka, Smalling, Rojo, Shaw (Garner 83), McTominay, Pogba, Mata, Gomes, Rashford, Greenwood. 
Sub not used: De Gea. 


Perth Glory: Reddy (Velaphi 77), Tratt, Lowry, Franjic (Rawlins 90), Chianese (K Popovic 76), Fornaroli (G Popovic 76), Harold (D'Agostino 62), Mrcela, Brimmer (Wilson 62), Juande, Kilkenny. 
Subs not used: Bodnar, Brooks. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
17th. July 2019, 21.00 Optus Stadium, Perth, Western Australia 55274 


Leeds United (England)..0 v. Manchester United (England)..4 
half time, Leeds United..0 v. Manchester United..2 


Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution : Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 


GK Francisco "Kiko" Casilla Cortés GK Sergio Romero 46*** 
DF Gaetano Berardi DF Faustino Marcos Rojo 46""" 
Barry Douglas Victor Nilsson Lindelof 46% 
Liam Cooper Eric Bailly 46 
Stuart Dallas Aaron Wan-Bissaka 46** 
Pablo Hernandez Dominguez Juan Mata Garcia 46* 
Adam Forshaw Paul Pogba 46"""* 
Kalvin Phillips Daniel James 464% 
Jack Harrison Scott McTominay AGAMA 
Kemar Roofe Marcus Rashford AGAAAA 
Patrick Bamford Mason Greenwood AGAAAAK 


Mateusz Bogusz Chris Smalling 46 


Bryce Hosannah Adilson Abreu de Almeida Gomes 46* 


Jordan Stevens Ashley Young 46** 
Clarke Oduor Joel Castro Pereira 46"** 
Kamil Miazek Nemanja Matié 46****, 78 
José Diogo Dalot Teixeira 46""""" 
Phil Jones 46% 
Jesse Lingard 464% 
Andreas Hoelgebaum Pereira AGAMA 
Anthony Marial AGAAAA 
Tahith Chong AGAAAAN 
James Garner 
Axel Tuanzebe 
Team Coach Marcelo Bielsa Caldera Team Coach Ole Solskjzer 
Team Manager Team Manager 


match report from Leeds United FC 

Leeds United suffered defeat against arch rivals Manchester United in the first game of the club’s tour of Australia. 

Manchester United nearly took the lead inside two minutes, Victor Lindelof drove forwards, before finding Marcus Rashford in the Leeds box and his strike came back out off the post. 

Five minutes later, Manchester United did go ahead, Paul Pogba found Aaron Wan-Bissaka in the Leeds box and his cut back was slotted home by Mason Greenwood. 

The Red Devils nearly went further ahead when Rashford won a free-kick 30 yards from goal, left of centre and Pogba struck just wide. 

Pogba again showed his threat moments later when he broke into the Leeds box, forcing Kiko Casilla into a good stop. 

A first Leeds effort came in the 18th minute, when Pablo Hernandez controlled beautifully with his chest, before striking a spectacular volley, but he couldn’t keep it down. 

The Whites then had a good chance to draw level, when Kalvin Phillips won possession and Jack Harrison drove into the Manchester United box, before striking just wide into the side netting. 

At the other end Pogba worked space for a shot from 25 yards, but his effort went wide of Casilla’s goal. 

Hernandez did well to break into the Manchester United box, but couldn't beat Sergio Romero with a tame effort, before Leeds had a great chance to go level. Phillips sent Harrison down the left side and his low cross 
was met by Patrick Bamford, but he was denied from close range. 

Against the run of play, Manchester United doubled the lead, after catching Leeds on the counter attack. Scott McTominay broke forward and fed Rashford, who broke into the box and found the back of the net. 
Leeds continued to threaten despite going further behind, Harrison found Hernandez who did well to work room for a shot, but he saw his effort well blocked. 

The Whites then had an opportunity from a corner, Hernandez whipped in and the ball fell to Kemar Roofe, who saw a header well saved by Romero. 

Rashford again threatened for Manchester United in the 38th minute, he worked room for a shot, forcing Casilla into a really good save. 

The Red Devils almost went further ahead just before the break, after again catching Leeds on the break, Rashford teed up Dan James, but he hit the post with his strike. 

Half time: Leeds United 0-2 Manchester United 

Leeds went close to pulling a goal back early in the second half, Douglas found Harrison in the Manchester United box, but he pulled his shot wide. 

The Red Devils went further ahead in the 52nd minute, Andreas Pereira drove forced Casilla into a fine stop and from the resulting corner, Phil Jones headed home. 

Leeds had another good chance to score six minutes later, Adam Forshaw did really well and his pull back was met by Harrison, but he couldn’t keep his effort down. 

After a stoppage in play following an injury to Stuart Dallas, Leeds fell further behind. Manchester United were awarded a penalty after Liam Cooper felled Tahith Chong and Anthony Martial made no mistake from the 
spot. 

With six minutes of regular time remaining, Jesse Lingaard won possession, before firing a low curling effort just wide from the edge of the box. 

The Whites now head to Sydney, looking to bounce back against Western Sydney Wanderers on Saturday (10:00am BST). 
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Full time: Leeds United 0-4 Manchester United 4 (Greenwood 7, Rashford 27, Jones 52, Martial pen ) 

Leeds: Casilla, Dallas (Hosannah 66), Cooper, Berardi, Douglas, Phillips, Forshaw, Harrison, Hernandez (Stevens 77), Roofe, Bamford (Bogusz 63). Subs not used: Miazek. 

Man U: Romero (J. Pereira 45), Wan-Bissaka (Dalot 45), Lindelof (Smalling 45), Bailly (Jones 45), Rojo (Young 45), McTominay (Matic 45), Pogba (A. Pereira 45), Greenwood (Chong 45), Mata (Lingard 45), 
James (Gomes 45), Rashford (Martial 45). Subs not used: Tuanzebe, Garner. 

Booked: Phillips (Leeds) 

Referee: S. Evans 

Venue: Optus Stadium, Perth 

Attendance: 55,274 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
20th. July 2019, 19.00 


Bankwest Stadium, Parramatta, Sydney, 
New South Wales 


Western Sydney Wanderers..1 v. Leeds United (England)..2 
half time, Western Sydney Wanderers..0 v. Leeds United..1 

Goal Time of Goal Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card} substitution No. Position Name (minute) Red Card| substitution 
START LIST 
GK Daniel Loper 65 33 GK Francisco "Kiko" Casilla Cortés 
DF Tarek Elrich 75 15 MF Stuart Dallas 
DF Tass Mourdoukoutas 28 DF Gaetano Berardi 
DF Dylan McGowan DF Liam Cooper 
DF Daniel Wilmering DF Barry Douglas 
MF Keanu Baccus FW ___|Jack Harrison 
MF Pirmin Schwegler MF Pablo Hernandez Dominguez 
MF Radostaw Majewski MF Mateusz Bogusz 
FW Kwame Yeboah 71 MF Kalvin Phillips 
FW Mitchell Duke 76* FW Patrick Bamford 
FW Bruce Kamau 77 FW Kemar Roofe 


24419 


DF Mathieu Cordier MF Jordan Stevens 
MF Fabian Monge FW Clarke Oduor 
DF Noah Pagden MF Adam Forshaw 
DF Tate Russell GK Kamil Miazek 
FW___|Mohamed Adam DF Bryce Hosannah 
FW ___|Jarrod Carluccio 

GK Nicholas "Nick" Suman 

MF Kostandinos "Kosta" Grozos 
Lochlan Constable 


Team Coach Markus Babbel Team Coach Marcelo Bielsa Caldera 


match report from Leeds United FC 

A fine solo goal at the death from Pablo Hernandez saw Leeds United's tour of Australia end with a win as the Whites defeated Western Sydney Wanderers 2-1 at BankWest Stadium. 

Leeds had the first chance of the game inside eight minutes, Western Sydney Wanderers lost possession on the edge of their own box and Mateusz Bogusz played Pablo Hernandez in at goal, but he was denied by 
Daniel Lopar. 

Hernandez struck over from long range, before the Whites took the lead. Jack Harrison did really well down the left and pulled the ball back for Bogusz to superbly find the back of the net with a first time finish, finding 
the top corner and scoring the first ever goal at the new BankWest Stadium. 

The home side nearly hit back four minutes later, Bruce Kamau broke into the Leeds box and played the ball across the face of goal, but Kwame Yeboah could only put the chance wide under pressure from Stuart 
Dallas. 

Pirmin Schwegler then played Kamau in at goal and his effort had Kiko Casilla beaten, but Gaetano Berardi was on hand to sweep the ball from the goal line to prevent the Wanderers from equalising. 

Leeds, in search of a second goal nearly found it in the 28th minute. The ball bounced up kindly for Patrick Bamford, but Daniel Lopar made a really good stop to deny him and from the rebound Kemar Roofe teed up 
Bogusz, but he fired over. 
Barry Douglas delivered a nice cross from the left which was headed off target by Bamford under pressure, before Dallas saw two strikes blocked as the Whites continued to apply the pressure. 
Following a Leeds corner, the ball fell to Bogusz, but he saw his strike deflect wide, before Harrison struck over from the edge of the box. 

Roofe then sent Harrison into the Western Sydney box from the left, but he could only fire wide with the outside of his boot when well placed. 

Five minutes from the break, Leeds hit the post, Bogusz did brilliantly down the left and kept the ball in play, before finding Roofe in the box, but his effort cannoned back out into play. 

Harrison teed up Bamford in the box, but he could only strike wide, before Hernandez was denied by Lopar, with Leeds holding just the single goal advantage at the break. 

Half time: Western Sydney Wanderers 0-1 Leeds United 
Western Sydney Wanderers levelled the scores three minutes into the second half, Keanu Baccus sent Yeboah in at goal and he lifted the ball over the out-coming Casilla, to find the net. 

Leeds looked to hit back immediately, Hernandez danced through the Wanderers defence, leading to Bamford being denied from a narrow angle by a good save. 

Hernandez then struck over after he picked up a Douglas cross, before Bamford was denied by a fine block. 

In the 64th minute, Lopar made an unbelievable save to keep the scores level, somehow denying Bamford following a Harrison cross. 

Substitute goalkeeper Nicholas Suman denied Dallas, before Baccus forced Casilla into action at the other end. 

Douglas saw a free-kick go just wide from 30 yards and Bamford was again prevented from scoring, this time from the edge of the box, with a curling effort, which Suman turned around his post. 

In the 90th minute, Hernandez hit a fine effort from 20 yards, only to see it bounce back off the crossbar, as the game looked set to be a draw. 

However there was late drama, as Hernandez weaved his way through the Wanderers defence magically in the fifth minute of added time, before finding the bottom corner with a curling trademark effort, to give the 
Whites victory. 
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Full time: Western Sydney Wanderers 1-2 Leeds United 

Scorers: Western Sydney Wanderers (Yeboah 48); Leeds United (Bogusz 9, Hernandez 90+5) 

Leeds: Casilla, Douglas, Cooper, Berardi, Dallas, Phillips, Bogusz (Oduor 82), Hernandez, Harrison, Roofe (Stevens 53), Bamford. Subs not used: Miazek, Forshaw, Hosannah. 
Booked: Bogusz 

Referee: K. Ams 

Venue: BankWest Stadium 
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